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Originally a pili (grass) house stood in the near vicinity of the Kauikeaouli 

stone. This house was where the birth actually occurred. No remains of the   

house or house foundations are visible today.

The Kauikeaouli Stone is a rounded; dark, volcanic boulder protruding about 

24 inches from the ground at its highest point, and about 4 inches at its lowest 

point. It is about 18 inches across and was originally somewhat saucer-shaped. 

It is presently.capped with a bronze tablet set in a cement base. The tablet 

bears the inscription: "Kauikeaouli Kamehameha III Son of Kamehameha I and 

Keopulani. Born March 17, 1814 Died December 15, 1854. Ka Moi Lokomaikai"

The stone is situated on a .035 acre parcel of land bounded by a low lava 

stone and mortar wall on the ocean or makai side and a cliff on the mountain 

or mauka side. The stone and surrounding land are maintained in good condition 

by its owner the Daughters of Hawaii.
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Kamehameha III also known as Kauikeaouli, was the son of Kamehameha I and 

high chief ess Keopuolani. He was ruler of the Kingdom of Hawaii for thirty years 

from 1825-1854. The site of his birth is marked by a boulder, known as the Kaui­ 

keaouli Stone. This stone played an important role in the birth of the Monarch.

Ihe precise date of Kauikeaouli' s birth is a matter of uncertainty. David 

Malo believed it was in June or July of 1814. Fornander, armed with evidence from 

other Hawaiian sources, said it was on August 11, 1813. Stephen Reynolds, basing his 

information on a journal kept by a Captain Jennings who was supposedly with Kamehameha 

I at the time of Kauikeaouli's birth, set the date at March 17, 1814. March 17 was 

the day twice proclaimed as a national holiday in honor of Kamehameha III; first in 

1846, then again in 1883. Emme Lyons Doyle, saying she had seen unpublished portions 

of John Young's journal, quoted Young in the August 24, 1958 Honolulu Advertiser as 

follows: "Kawaihae, March, 1813. News came by bearer a few days hence of the birth 

of a child who will be declared kapu as an heir to. this kingdom's throne."^

Fortunately, there seems to be no disagreement as to Keauhou being the place 

of Kauikeaouli's birth. Hie mother, Keopuolani, a chief ess of extremely high rank 

and mana, withdrew to a pili hut south of Keauhou when the time of birth drew near. 

She was attended by several chiefs, but was particularly concerned that an attendant, 

Kuakini, should be present. She had chosen him earlier to be the protector and foster- 

parent of the child, but feared that someone else might intercede.

As it turned out, Kuakini arrive in time, accompanied by David Malo, However, 

when the bzl:nr was born, he appeared to be dead. Kuakini refused to accept the baby

The existence of the unpublished John Young journals cannot be verified.
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and left. His cousin, Kaikio'ewa, then stepped in and took the child and gave him 

to a kahuna, Kapihe, who had accompanied him to Keauhou. The kahuna washed the 

apparently lifeless infant, then took him out of the hut to a nearby boulder pro­ 

truding from the earth. He placed Kauikeaouli in a depression in the stone's top, 

fanned him, sprinkled him with water, and chanted a "chant of the living." Before 

long the baby began to stir and was soon completely revived. The kahuna named him 

Keaweawe'ula, or "The Red Trail", for the path by which a god descends from heaven.

Keopuolani gave Kaikio'ewa custody of the child. He took the future Kamehameha 

III to O'oma where he was cared for until his fifth year.

On March 17, 1914, the Daughters of Hawaii sponsored a ceremony at Keauhou 

to mark the one hundredth anniversary of Kamehameha Ill's birth. A bronze tablet 

was cemented in place on the boulder, now known as the Kauikeaouli Stone, and 

chants and other activities were carried out. Queen Lilioukalani, Prince Kuhio, 

and High Chiefess Elizabeth Kekaaniau Pratt and other notables participated in the 

observance.

In 1925, the Daughters of Hawaii concluded a transaction with the Bishop Estate 

whereby they received title to a small parcel of land containing the Kauikeaouli 

Stone and the birthplace site for a sum of $50.00. The area is now maintained 

as a memorial site.


