FORM B - BUILDING In Area no. Form no.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston NV CAMB. HeS

1 1. Town Cambridge

Address 56 Aberdeen Avenue
Name John Wyeth House

Present use residential
2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Saple to left side of form
Photo number ~\ QQ - 2Jc>
Present owner Felicity S. Lahti

3. Description:
Date 1841
Source deed records
Style Greek Revival

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location Architect unknown
in relation to nearest cross streets and
Exterior wall fabric wood
T Outbuildings (describe)-»
y>.
Lyy B, rs®m- Other features heavy Greek Revival

kSuy

If moulding around pediment, original

fluted columns with capitals.

Altered No Date
AAAN
Moved Yes Date 1922-23
5. Lot size;

One acre or less XX Over one acre
Approximate frontage 100 feet
Approximate distance of building from street

, Y- ysyI<y-lyyyyilyy'->51>M0

20 feet

]
My yyAAyAA 6. Recorded byArthur Krim
_y '

AN A OrganizationCambridge Historical Comm.
A'y-<AHA yy<

g % i

Date 1972

)OM-5-77



7. Original owner (if known) John Wyp.th
Original use residential
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural XX Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

The John Weth house i simportant as t heearliest
documented exanple of domestic Greek Revival
architecture 1 nNorthwest Canmbridge. Built i n 1841
for John Weth, it was originally located at 609
Mount Auburn Street opposite the Mount Auburn
Cemetery Gate. John Weth (1805-1871) was engaged’
in the West India and other foreign trade. e , N

Considered a large and commodi ous house

at thetime it was built, its handsome proportions
convey the solidity andclarity of the Greek Revival
style. | tsforemost feature i st he colonnaded

portico whose fluted colums andcorrectly detailed

lonic capitals had been mass-produced. Theend

gables aretreated as Classical pediments. Onlyt he

addition of artificial siding mars thebuilding which

otherwise iswholly intact.

The house was noved around the corner ante Aberdeen

Avenue i n1922-23, forced out by devel opment pressures

on M. Auburn Street. Wthout this nove, t he house

woul d have been demolished andthis structure, unique

in Northwest Canmbridge, lost. Thus, despite the nove,

the architectural andhistorical associations make i tinvaluable,
10. Bibliography and/ or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,

early maps, etc.)
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Name Cambridge Multiple Resource Area
State M ! —
Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature
161. Mead, Alpheus, House iMMMfUTa Bevipy  K-oonon [, w Ayo 7 JJ o]
J Keeper //),(Iy"x™ H.AhaAliyoui) *>/7? £
/ Attest
r62. Snow, Daniel, House
n, . H .
_ JL/OWNER OBJECTION ANUitzziMA AN TEUAN
A 9tmANAAN P AAA Attest n
"1~.  Wyeth, John, House A "Keeper [AyZzly™ U Ayy.im yH-
Attest
yi>¥- yZoyntr/e-Ko Irel/ yihusty
L MAL, Keeper
Attest
165. Reversible Collar 5l Aataat!r« BMvaw  Keeper FAKAZNACCN YKMA A2 7HI
Company Building
Attest
peeper 7%
r?i*<ol66. Ash Street Historic District (Boundary Increase) ~ ~
yryAftyt- Attest
167. Berkeley Sreet Historic District (Boundary [flteeper yA(UyC.<i.yk..-., ..M A~y A
Increase) A &»
MatiwMil BeglBts* Attest
168. Bertram Hall at Radcliffe College ,<"Ufeeper y-ydt.£C'-".---ayVrA< M -jin

Natioiuil SeflfltOT"  Attest

169. Bennink-Douglas Cottages AAeeper rO<<MMAL -- --NAp-en< A MVE -yd
M Uefletsr Attest
170. Brabrook, E. H., House peeper o< AMCAN-IN NN

Katioftal KarLdMB Attest



tiSTFOSK'REG'STER OF HISTORIC PLACES SKI'SITsiSS"M*"

EVALUATION / RETURN SHEET
Atlefz, Ud>My>, [-Wot. ZZZAyK ytierer

PrnpTty InALyZArrya lZ™ linM' ™ AZitw-Jd Working No. ZZ~AiZ-"0-j.s>,i
Stata, rotinty y/fy*- J/frazz™-"-en Fad. Rag. Dat«:
Fadaral Agancy: — — Data Dua- V-[7-".J-
Actlon: AAAKZCAVA YIZ'iN
rasubmission RETURN.
nomination by parson or local govarnmant REJECT.
ownar objaction photos_/_
Jippaal maps
Substantiva Raviaw: sample raguest , appeal "ts"NR decision

Raviawar's commants:

Racom. / Criteria (A

Raviaw«r y/ryUfte/>L>UNe
niariplinA AL KAQAN
Date

saa continuation shaet

eNomination raturnad for: technical corrections cited below
substantiva raasons discussad balow

1. Name
2. Location

3. Ciassification

MNc  >«iil«Wt»n maaaaamxa

4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Pescription

6. Representation in ExistingSurveys

\]

Pescription

. ucaNwit dtOlkli unaN*r*d origirwl  tlta
- goo* njina ttmra*
- f»*f unaxpoaa*

summary paragraph
complatanass

clarity
altarations/intagrity
datas

boundary salaction



8. Significance

aummary paragraph
completeness
clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas
checked

relating significance to
the resource

context
relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Oeographical Pata

UfT

*aatilgUan mm* tmaUllammam

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
To» wfiuina mmwad<ct m nm prpar™ wren ma nmm H:

ttfcluN. P I — o mec T algnatma
13. Other
Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

. . Date Phone: 202 272 -3504

Commants for any Itam may ba continuad on an attached shaat









Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275



