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The Absalom Scales House is an unusual double-fronted country house
near Eagleville. It extends seven bays in width with the five bays
to the right forming a typical Classical Revival Tennessee home with
a projecting two-story gabled wooden portico supported on piers on
the third bay of the front facade. The pair of left bays are
separated by a short wall section from the unit of five and comprise
on the front a second facade with a triangular pedimented doorway

on the right side. The entire front is unified by common window
sizes, a tall six-over-six on the ground floor and a short six-

over six on the second. Each of the windows is shuttered.

The house is three bays deep with the central bay on each end
occupied by a projecting stone chimney. The right-hand chimney is
intact while the upper portion of the left chimney has been replaced
with brick above the upper fireplace. The complete chimney is
handsomely quoined in rough-hewn stone and banded with a double
cornice at the top. It matches the third chimney which projects
between the third and fourth bays from the right.

On the rear facade the two-bay unit is surfaced in clapboard which
also covers one bay of the end of the building, while the entire
five bay section is of brick. A single-story frame ell projects
beyond the wooden section of the rear facade. A wooden portico
supported on simple Classical Revival piers of single-story height
is appended to the three central bays.

The entire structure rests on a stone water-table of two rough~hewn
courses. Simple sills and beams occur above and below each window.
The front portico gives access to the structure through a handsome
wide Greek Revival doorway with typical "ears" and side-lights. The
leaf of the door is four-panelled. There is no upper transom.
Simple wooden cornices mark the eave lines and all gables including
that of the front portico. The roof has a single ridge height,
parallel to the front facade, and gabled ends. It is covered in
shingle.

It is said that underneath the Greek Revival brickwork and trim is
the skeleton of yellow poplar of the original smaller house of the
late 18th century. This is quite possibly the two-bay unit on the
left of the front facade.
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DESCRIPTION (cont.)

Around 1790, Absalom Scales erected a four-room frame house of
yellow poplar on his 600 acres of rolling land. The walls were
Wainscoted and the floors were of wide poplar planks. A small
stairway led to two bedrooms. Soon after Scales' death in 1835,
the property came into the possession of his son, Noah. It was
he who enlarged the house, covering the entire structure with
brick. He built another entrance with a two story portico. This
entrance led to a hallway with oval walls.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Structures of 18th century origin are uncommon in Central
Tennessee. The Absalom Scales House in part represents the
earliest settlers' homes in this section of the state, albeit
the "Greek Revitalizing" it received in the early 19th century.
Its enlarged fabric is an excellent example of a natural archi-
tectural evolution. It represents the expansion in size and
pretentions of an early settler's family as well as changing
taste over a period of several generations. Its sheer size,
especially the broad seven-bay facade and unusual double unified
front are quite remarkable.

The Absalom Scales House, throughout its long history, has been
a landmark in the smal farming commnity of Eagleville.
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SIGNIFICANCE (cont.)

Family records reveal that Absalom Scales, born in North Carolina
on December 3, 1769, came to Tennessee at an early age. Deeds
and tax records show that he was living at this site in the 1790's,
indicating that the early part of the house was built around

1790. The addition was built around 1840, at which time the
original frame portion was bricked. It is a significant example
of the evolution from a simple house of an early settler in the
late 18th century to a larger house reflecting the Greek Revival
architecture of the period, as the familygrew and prospered in the
mid-nineteenth century.
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