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1 . Name of Property
historic name Matus f Antonio t House and Property
other names/site number Mesa, Elisa f House and Property

2. Location
street & number 856 W. Calle Santa. Ana
city, town Tuc son
state Arizona code AZ county Pima code 019

i£j not for publication
M vicinity

2lpcode85705

3. Classification
Ownership of Property 
x"l private

i public-local 
ID public-State 
"H public-Federal

Category of Property 
.EH buildlng(s) 
ID district 
ID site 
ID structure 
ID object

Name of related multiple property listing:

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing Noncontributing 

i_ __L. buildings 
_!..._. ____sites

structures 
objects 

.Total
Number of contributing resources previously 
listed In the National Register __Q____

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
1*3 nomination CD request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth In 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opirvf$ the property Bmejets didoes not meet the National Register criteria. CD See continuation sheet/

Signature of (Certifying-official Date/

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property CD meets CD does not meet the National Register criteria. CD See continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:

f^Tentered in the National Register.
CD See continuation sheet. 

CD determined eligible for the National
Register. [~| See continuation sheet. 

CD determined not eligible for the
National Register.

! I removed from the National Register. 
CD other, (explain:) __________

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from Instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic, single dwelling Domestic, single dwelling

7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation Earth __________
Yaqui with Mexican additions walls plastered adnhp.

plasterp-d masonry.
roof wood
other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.
Summary

Th e An ton i o Ma t u 8 h ou s e, >jjil t, around 1926 , j. s located .in JLhe Y'a.qui_ village 
of Pa s quap fj? wh i ch.": .i_s \riow; p ar t;> oT Tuc s on,; - Ar i zo'nai v The p r opVr ty.i s ST t y p i c a 1 
of Yaqui houses and yards constructed in Pascua during the 1920s. It 
consists of a one-story adobe and masonry structure with adjacent 
storage rooms within a walled yard (see Map 1). Alterations to the original 
three-room adobe structure include the addition of a plastered masonry 
porch and^bedroom, a plastered masonry "closet," and a small hallway. 
The yard in front of the house maintains the character of yards in the 
early village. Vegetation and a wooden cross were most likely placed 
in the yard by Yaquis.. The storage rooms, shrines, and the wishing well in 
the -yard probably postdate Yaqui use of the residence. An adobe wall 
surrounding the yard replaced a fence that once outlined the Matus property 
The changes to the house andyard are in keeping with Yaqui (and Mexican) 
vernacular architecture and do not detract from the structure.

House construction in Pascua is looked at by Yaquis (and Mexicans) as a 
process rather than an end result. The Antonio Matus house clearly 
reflects that process. It is representative of the ethnic heritage 
and social history of the village of Old Pascua, for which the house and 
property are considered significant.

House , . .,,.,.

The house is at the north end of the Matus property. The portion of the 
house built around 1926 is adcbe and consists of three rooms (a kitchen 
and two bedrooms), with a low-pitch, gabled, hewn-timber roof and a 
concrete floor (see Map 1 and Figures 1 and 2). The pitched roof is 
specifically a Yaqui building trait. The original structure measures 
26 feet east-west by 14.5 feet north-south (outside dimensions). Walls 
of the structure are about 8 feet high and interior ceilings are low. It 
is of indigenous Yaqui style.

Additions to the original structure include a bedroom on the southwest 
corner, a "closet" on the northwest side of the house, an enclosed porch 
with a dirt floor, and a hall-like storage area on the east side of the 
house (see Map 1 and Figure 1).. These additions are made of masonry and 
are flat-roofed. Their construction date is unknown, but the best

iO See continuation sheet



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

H] nationally n statewide Fxl locally

Applicable National Register Criteria 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions)

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant.Dates
Ethnic Heritage, Native American 1921-1941_________ 1926_____
Social History
Architecture

Cultural Affiliation

Significant Person Architect/Builder
____________________________________ Anfnrn'n

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

Summary

The Matus house and property are significant under Criterion A for its 
association with the social and ethnic history of the Yaquis in southern 
Arizona, and under Criterion C for the architecture and layout of the 
property. The house and yard are typical of structures built in the 
1920s in Old Pascua, a Yaqui village established as a Tucson subdivision 
in 1921. Old Pascua is the oldest organized community of Yaquis in the 
Tucson area. The village was begun in response to Anglo efforts to 
organize the Yaquis into a recognizable social entity. The history of the 
Matus property since 1926, including its transference to other Yaquis 
and eventually to a Mexican couple, and the architectural changes to the 
property are characteristic of building and ownership patterns in 
Old Pascua.

Historic Context

The local historic context applicable to the Matus Property is the 
establishment and development of the Yaqui village of Pascua.

The late nineteenth and early twentieth century were turbulent times for 
the Yaquis of Sonora, Mexico. Persecuted by the Mexican government, 
which had developed an official "relocation" policy in the early 1880s, 
many Yaquis left their homeland. From the 1880s until 1915, it is 
estimated that between 2,000 and 3,000 refugees came to the United 
States. Many settled in the Tucson, Phoenix, and Yuma areas, where they 
became railroad workers and farm laborers. Although the U.S.-Mexican border 
was open at the time, and movement was unrestricted, the Yaquis feared 
deportation back to Mexico. Because of this, they often hid their cultural 
identity, supressing their cultural and religious customs and occasionally 
changing their names to better blend in with the Mexican population in 
the United States.The actual number of Yaquis who arrived in the United 
States is unclear because of the hidden nature of their travels.

Gel See continuation sheet



8. Major Bibliographical References

Personal interviews with Juan Lucero (now of New Pascua) and Francisco 
"Pancho" Ochoa (of Old Pascua, conducted in June 1.989 aby Lupe Sinohui, then 
Supervisor of Pascua Neighborhood Center. Both are Yaquis who have life-long 
connections with Old Pascua.

Field notes, papers, and correspondence of Edward and Rosamond Spicer, 
made available through the courtesy of Rosamond Spicer, 5344 E. Ft. Lowell 
Road, Tucson.

Field notes, correspondence, and diaries in the Muriel Thayer Painter 
Collection, Arizona State Museum Archives, University of Arizona, Tucson.

Edward H. Spicer, Pascua, A Yaqui Village in Arizona. The University of Chicago Press, Chicago, 1940. ——————————————

Previous documentation on file (NPS):
I I preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested
previously listed In the National Register 
previously determined eligible by the National Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark
_ recorded by Historic American Buildings

Survey #._______________________
recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #.___________________ ____

jxj See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data: 
2Q State historic preservation office

Other State agency
Federal agency
Local government
University
Other 

Specify repository:

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property less than one

UTM References 
A Il,2| |5|0. ^3,8,0 

Zone Easting
C I i I I I i I i i

I3,5|6,7| 74, 0| 
Northing

B I i I i I i
Zone Easting

D I i I I I i
Northing

I . I . I . t

I I See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
NE 1/4, NE 1/4, Section 2, T14S, R13E, G&SR Meridian. Property is in Yaqui 
Community of Old Pascua, southeast of 1-10 and Grant Road, east of Fairview 
Blvd, in Pascua subdivision, BLock 7, east half of lot 25 and all of lot 26, 
Pima. County Arizona, according to Book 115, Map 15, Parcel 2700, in the 
Office of the County Recorder of Pima County, Arizona.

I I See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification
The boundary includes the entire 45 by 90 foot parcel defined when it 
was originally developed in 1926. This is the present and historical extent 
of the property.

I I See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By
name/title Linda ftrpgnm's, Archaeological Consultant 
organization ______________________________ 
street & number 1627 E. Silver St.__________ 
city or town Tucson________________________

date i 0 end 5/2/ c ^323-9338^
state Arizona zip code 85719

*U.S.QPO:19B8-0-223-918
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estimation is that the additions date to Mexican occupation of the house, 
which began some time between 1950 and 1962. The flat roof on the 
addition is a good indicator of Mexican, rather than Yaqui construction. 
The two rooms on the south side are 28 feet east-west by 12 feet north- 
south (outside dimensions). The main entry into the structure is an 
arched doorway that opens into the enclosed porch.

Window frames in the original structure are hand-made of 1 x As nailed 
together to form a. box. The house interior has several built-in niches, 
a wood-burning kitchen stove, and several hand-made counters and 
cabinets. Although the exact date of construction of the interior 
features is unknown, they may date to the 1920s. There is a river-rock 
fireplace in the southwest corner of the added bedroom and a wagon wheel 
has been set into the front porch wall to serve as a window.

The house has been subjected to some vandalism. It needs rewiring, 
replastering around windows and doors, and proper plumbing. (The kitchen 
sink, the only water into the house, currently drains onto the ground 
outside the north window.) The house is in fair to poor condition, 
primarily due to lack of funds for improvement and repair.

The small size of the house is typical of those built in Old Pascua in 
the 1920s. Traditionally, builders would start small and add on as the 
need arose, often when members of an extended family came together to 
live in the village. The houses in Pascua reflect the skills of the 
builders and the materials, funds, and labor available.

Site and Landscaping

From the 1920s until recently, Yaqui household activities were-eeritered 
outside, in fenced yards that usually contained ramadas and kitchens. 
Since the 1920s, many other houses in the village have been added on to, 
razed, or rehabilitated. This has resulted in the loss of yards as a 
working and living space in the traditional Yaqui manner. The spacious, 
shaded dirt yard within the 7-foot adobe wall surrounding the Matus 
property reflects the original character of yards in Old Pascua.

The yard measures 45 feed east-west by 90 feet north-south. On the south 
side of the yard are four shrines and a. wishing well, probably 
constructured by the final resident, Elisa Mesa, a Mexican. In the 
center of the south side of the yard is a. cross, most likely erected 
by Yaqui residents and maintained by Mrs. Mesa. In the southeast corner 
of the yard is a rectangular, trash-filled pit and another circular 
pit that is probably a. filled-in well (see Map 2) used from the 1920s 
until the 1970s (when Old Pascua got a piped-in water system). The 
south end of the yard is bounded by a chain-link and wood fence with 
a large wooden gate. Plantings in the yard, including a huge prickly 
pear, a mesquite tree, a palo verde tree, and carrizo, could date to



OWB Approvtl No. 102+0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

Section number 7 Page

the1920s.They are typical plants grown and used by Yaquis in Arizona and 
in Mexico. The adobe wall most likely was built by Eliseo and Elisa Mesa, 
the final occupants. The date of construction is unknown. The wall 
replaced a fence, probably built of scavenged materials, that once 
surrounded the yard.

West of the main house are storage rooms (measuring 34 feet north-south 
by about 13 feet east-west at their widest), which have been built 
against the west wall yard, creating a small, patio-like space 
between the house and the sheds. The storage rooms are also of plastered 
masonry. At the north end of these detached rooms is a functioning 
wood-frame and cement block outhouse. (Although it has been hookdd up to 
a water line, the house has never been hooked up to a sewer.) 
Construction dates of these additions are unknown, but probably are 
later than 1937.

Integrity

The additions to the house and yard, probably made by the Mesa family, 
do not detract from the Yaqui house. Original portions can be 
distinguished easily from the additions. The house is similar to 
other houses in the village, which also were built by accretion as 
more room was needed. The Matus property is one of four or five 
remaining in Old Pascua and neighboring Barrio Belen that were 
not torn down, replaced, or drastically altered in the 1960s and 1980s.
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The United States government did not formally declare the Yaqui to be 
political refugees, but in essence took the position of granting the people 
political asylum. Once the Yaquis trusted that they were not going to be 
deported, they began to revive their religious customs and identify themselves 
as Yaqui; and they began to informally organize themselves into Yaqui 
communities.

In the early 1900s, there were four areas of Yaqui settlement in the Tucson 
area: Mezquital on the east bank of the Santa Cruz River, five miles south of 
Tucson; Barrio Anita on the north edge of Tucson; Tierra Floja, a large, 
irrigated area north of Tucson where Yaquis lived as farm workers; and 
111 Hu'upam (Little Mesquite, called Kampo Burro in Spicer), a farm camp in 
Marana, a town north of Tucson. Today, Mezquital and Tierra Floja are gone. 
Barrio Anita is, as it always has been, a mixed community of Tohono O'odham, 
Mexicans, and Yaquis. It is primarily Mexican in population. Barrio Anita was 
impacted in the late 1950s and early 1960s by the construction of Interstate 
10. Hi Hu'upam is now known as Yoem Pueblo. About 20 families live there. 
Barrio Libre, another area of Yaqui settlement in Tucson, which dates to the1 
early 1920s, is also a mixed Yaqui-Tohono 0'odham-Mexican community. (Several 
neighborhoods have been known as Barrio Libre, including Barrio Historico, 
a National Register district on the edge of downtown Tucson. Today's Barri 
Libre is south and west of Barrio Historico.)

Barrio

In 1920, A.M. Franklin, a Tucson real-estate operator, offered to provide 40 
acres of land on the northwest outskirts of Tucson as a village where Yaquis 
could establish the center for a "Yaqui Nation" in Arizona. The ^dea. of the 
village was promoted by Kirk Moore, a Tucson lawyer, and Juan Muribz "Pistola," 
a Mayo Indian, who was seen by Tucson's white community as a "leader" of the 
Yaquis. (The Yaquis never recognized him as such.) The purpose cf the village 
was to bring all of the Yaquis of southern Arizona together in one place. 
Thus, Pascua became the first organized community of Yaquis in the Tucson area

The majority of Tucson-area Yaquis were not interested in the plan, as they 
feared surveillance by U.S. government officials. But about 20 families 
moved to Pascua (named that because the idea was supposed to have been 
conceived on Easter Sunday). The families built their houses and yards on 
lots that had been platted out by Franklin, but they did not always follow 
the exact lot designations. (For example, the Matus property is 1 1/2 lots 
in size.) As the Yaquis became aware that government activity in the new 
village was casual, more Yaqui families moved there, primarily from Tierra 
Floja. and Barrio Anita. One basic incentive for many of the families was 
the opportunity to build a structure that was more permanent than the 
lean-tos and shacks they had been living in along the Santa Cruz River. 
Most of the Yaquis squatted on the land, rather than purchasing it.
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Pascua quickly became a center for ceremonial practices, of which the 
best known (to the Anglo community at least) are the Easter Week 
ceremonies. By the 1930s, about 450 people were living at Pascua.

Also in the 1920s, another, subdivision was established to the south of 
Pascua. Called Barrio Belen, it was occupied at first by Mexican 
families. Within a short time, however, some Yaqui families moved into 
Barrio Bele'n and a few Mexican families into Pascua. There was some 
intermarriage between the groups, so a few households today reflect a 
dual Yaqui-Mexican heritage. The majority of households in the Pascua 
subdivision remain Yaqui.

In 1959, Yaquis in Pascua sought to improve their houses through 
assistance from various sources. In deciding on the proper course of 
action, community members hit upon the idea of relocating on available 
federal land southwest of Tucson. The Pascua Yaqui Association was 
formed, and a bill pushed through Congress to transfer about 200 acres 
of land to the Yaquis. A federal grant from the Office of Economic 
Opportunity followed, and by the late 1960s, New Pascua had been 
established. New Pascua. has since been declared officially as a 
reservation, and the Yaquis were granted officials status as an American 
Indian tribe in 1978. About a third of the residents of Old Pascua (as it 
is now known) moved to the new settlement.

Today, about 45 families, averaging 5 people in number, live in Old Pascua 
full-time. Many Yaquis spend their time between Old and New Pascua, or 
between Old Pascua and Yoem Pueblo, as family and ceremonial needs demand.

Property History

Antonio Matus built his house and dug a well some time around 1926. Matus, 
who held a ceremonial post at Pascua, lived alone throughout his stay in 
the village. Like many other Yaquis, he may have worked for the 
railroad, or as a farm worker in the cotton fields, and he was often gone 
from his residence. In 1936 and 1937, when Edward and Rosamond Spicer 
lived in Pascua doing ethnological research, they mapped the village, 
marking the Matus house as "unoccupied" (see Map 2). In the Spicers' 
field notes, a list of occupants notes Matus as "not home," implying 
that the house was vacant only temporarily.

In 1937, the house was given by Matus to his niece, Julia A Valenzuela 
(also known as Julia Acuna). She retained title to the property from 
1937 until at least June of 1950. Other residents of the property during 
that period included Salamina Valenzuela, Jesus Valenzuela (possibly



NPS Form 10-800* OMB ApprovH Ho. J024-OOT8 
<W6)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet

Section number 8 Page 4

Jesusa Valenzuela—Salamina' s sister—or Jesus Valencia — Salamina.'s 
husband), Nacho Tavichi, and Luis Acuna, all of Yaqui descent. These 
people were undoubtedly related to one another. The method of property 
transfer, through giving rather than selling, is typical in Pascua.

Some time between 1950 and 1962, the property was transfered to Eliseo 
and Elisa Mesa, a Mexican couple. Eliseo Mesa died in 1968, and Elisa. 
Mesa in 1988. She gave the property to the San Ignacio Yaqui Council 
of Old Pascua.

Architectural Context—Local

The^original houses built in Pascua were small, constructed of material 
available to the builders, including adobe, tin, and cast-off boards. 
The focus of family life was the fenced yard surrounding the house. The 
yards usually had outdoor cooking areas, ramadas, and ramada-like storage 
sheds. Each yard also contained a moveable cross, the focus of household 
ceremonies and a symbol to protect the household from harm. It was typical 
for extended families (parents, children, copadres, comadres, grandparents, 
aunts and uncles and their children) to live together in one compound, 
so the size of the houses and yards often reflected the size and nature 
of the families.

The Matus property is a clear example of an early Pascua house and yard. 
The significance of the property under Criterion C lies in the way the 
house and yard reflect the structural arrangement of a 1920s and 1930s 
Yaqui compound (see photocopies of plates from Spicer 1940), in the 
original construction of the house, and in the typical Yaqui-Mexican 
way in which rooms have been added to the structure.

Integrity

Most of the older homes in Old Pascua. have been demolished, and many have 
been replaced with low- or no-cost-to-the-owner housing as a result of 
Community Block Development Grants and assistance from Habitat for 
Humanity. Houses and compounds on the east and west side of the Matus 
property (see Map 2) that dated to the 1930s or earlier have been 
demolished, and on the north side replaced with new housing. A yard 
enclosed by a. sheet-metal fence remains on the west side of the Matus 
property, but only an open shed remains on that property. The Matus 
property is one of four or five residences in Old Pascua and Barrio 
Belen that retain characteristics of the 1921 to 1940 village.
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Edward H. Spicer, The Yaquis: A Cultural History. The University of Arizona 
Press, Tucson, 1980.

Rohn Eloul, "Report: Evaluation of a. CDBG Housing Rehabilitation 
Project in Old Pascua, Tucson, 1983." Bureau of Applied Research in 
Anthropology, University of Arizona, Tucson, 1984.

University of Arizona Department of Architecture Building Survey, 
Architectural Drawings of Elisa Mesa Residence, 856 W. Calle Santa Ana, 
Pascua Neighborhood, Tucson. On file at Pascua Neighborhood Center, 
785 W. Sahuaro, Tucson, 1988.

Discussions with Rebecca. Ponder (Supervisor of Pascua. Neighborhood 
Center) by Felipe Molina (oral historian, Yaqui Family Literacy 
Program), and Ernie Quiroga (historian, Pima Colelge), in March 1991.
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SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD

NRIS Reference Number: 91000900 Date Listed: 7/22/91

Antonio Matus House and Property Pima A2
Property Name County state

N/A
Multiple Name

This property is listed in the National Register of Historic 
Places in accordance with the attached nomination documentation 
subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments, 
notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included 
in the nomination documentation.

,
hjv Signature 6f the Keeper Date of Action

Amended Items in Nomination:

Description: All references in the text to foundation material 
should specify "earth."

Statement of Significance: The Period of Significance is amended 
to read "1926-1941."

This information was confirmed with Jay Zieman of the Arizona 
State Historic Preservation Office.

DISTRIBUTION:
National Register property file
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment)


