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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Northampton Downtown Historic D i s t r i c t i s located i n the heart of Northampton 
and i s the center of i n s t i t u t i o n a l and commercial a c t i v i t y i n the c i t y . The shape 
of the d i s t r i c t r e f l e c t s the i r r e g u l a r i t y of the downtown street pattern. Following 
the natural topography of the area. Main Street's curved shape creates a sense of 
the intimate town center. At every turn vistas are cut o f f by the i r r e g u l a r i t y of 
t h i s street and those which lead o f f i t , r e s u l t i n g i n something l i k e a large outdoor 
room defined through the pl a s t i c shapes of varying scale and material. ^ 

Beginning at the northeast end of the d i s t r i c t , one enters the c i t y center from under 
the r a i l r o a d bridge and encounters the Masonic Building of 1898 by loc a l architect 
R. F. Putnam. The Academic Revival building i s made of pale beige Roman brick and 
is decorated with lavish terra—cotta t r i m based on ornament from the Rome of Augustus 
and of 16th century I t a l y . There are exposed i r o n beams and consoles above the main 
doorway, and many of the shop fronts r e t a i n t h e i r bronze mullions and green marble 
panels. 

I n the same block stands the Smith Charities Building, designed by William F. Pratt. 
B u i l t i n 1865-66, the building i s an outstanding example of the Renaissance Revival 
st y l e . I t i s constructed of ashlar masonry, and the corners are carefully quoined 
and the cutting of d e t a i l meticulous. The use of mannerist features of the Renai­
ssance i s revealed i n the double-light Venetian windows on the second story. 

Smith Charities forms an interesting contrast with i t s neighbor, the Pioneer National 
Bank, at the corner of Main and King Streets. The bank, 1928, by J. Williams Beal and 
Sons, i s i n the Art Moderne or Art Deco style derived from the 1925 Paris Exposition 
of "Arts Decoratifs". Typical of the Art Deco approach to design i s the geometric 
character of the ornament and tha fact t h a t , rather than projecting from the surface, 
the carving i s incised in t o the stone forming a rather cubic outer mass. I n such a 
predominantly Victorian c i t y , i t i s unusual to f i n d such an outstanding example of 
Art Deco work. 

Facing the bank on the north side of Main Street i s the powerful rugged mass of the 
Hampshire County Courthouse, designed i n 1884 by Henry F. Kilburn of New York and 
completed i n 1886. The building i s a fin e example of the Richardsonian Romanesque 
sty l e , and i s made of quarry-faced granite and contrasting smooth brownstone t r i m . 
St\m:ipy polished marble columns at the entrance carry capitals with severe Celtic 
designs. The superior courtroom w i t h i n i s an imposing space on the second story and 
contains frescoes by F. D. Cordis of Holyoke, Massachusetts. 

Behind the Courthouse i s the h i s t o r i c 17th century Wiggens Tavern attached to the 
comfortable 20th century hostelry, the Hotel Northampton. .. ^ . 

Near the center of the length of Main Street i s the F i r s t Church of Christ, Congre­
gational, which stands on the s i t e of the t h i r d meetinghouse of 1737-1812. The 
present Victorian structure of 1877 was designed by Boston architects Peabody and 
Stearns who also did a number of buildings during the same period for nearby Smith 
College. The church i s an outstanding example of the c r e a t i v i t y and o r i g i n a l i t y 
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connected with the Gothic Revival. I n contrast to much late 19th century architecture, 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Northampton Downtown H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t s i g n i f i c a n t as the embodiment o f the 
t r a n s i t i o n o f a, sma l l New England v i l l a g e o f the e a r l y 19th cen tu ry t o a busy 
commercial center o f the l a t e 19th c e n t u r y . I t i s a l so s i g n i f i c a n t f o r i t s c o l l e c ­
t i o n o f ou t s t and ing examples o f the broad range o f V i c t o r i a n a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e s . 

Northampton was s e t t l e d i n 1654 on a low r i s e above the meadowlands by the Connect icut 
R i v e r . The Northampton Downtown D i s t r i c t i s l oca t ed i n the hea r t o f the e a r l y s e t t l e ­
ment and i s today the seat o f Hampshire County. 

^Oa_the east end o f the d i s t r i c t i s the Masonic B u i l d i n g which con ta ins the former 
law o f f i c e o f C a l v i n Coo l idge . The nearby Smith C h a r i t i e s B u i l d i n g houses the 
c h a r i t a b l e o r g a n i z a t i o n c rea ted i n 1845 by the w i l l o f O l i v e r Smith o f H a t f i e l d . 
Al though Smi th ' s unhappy r e l a t i v e s contes ted the w i l l , D a n i e l Webster s u c c e s s f u l l y 
defended i t . As a r e s u l t , count less i n d i g e n t r e s i d e n t s o f Northampton have b e n e f i t e d 
f rom Smi th ' s g e n e r o s i t y . 

^he present Hampshire County Courthouse i s l oca t ed on the s i t e where i n 1786 Shays' 
R e b e l l i o n saw i t s f i r s t a c t i o n when armed countrymen prevented the c o u r t f rom con­
vening and passing f u r t h e r p a y - o r - j a i l judgments. A meetinghouse b u i l t by Isaac 
Damon f rom Asher Benjamin designs was e rec ted on the s i t e i n 1822. I t burned i n 
.1866, bu t the Paul Revere b e l l was saved and i s d i s p l a y e d i n the present courthouse. 

The i r o n - f r o n t e d b u i l d i n g , Mor r i son O p t i c i a n s , was the scene o f the famous Great 
Bank Robbery i n 1876. The sa fe was robbed o f $1,500,000, the l a r g e s t amount o f 
money s t o l e n i n the Uni t ed Sta tes u n t i l t h a t t i m e . 

N\m\erous f i r e s d u r i n g the 1840's and 1850's were r e spons ib l e f o r the d e s t r u c t i o n o f 
e a r l i e r wooden b u i l d i n g s , and a d i s a s t r o u s f i r e o f 1870 r e s u l t e d i n a s i m i l a r f a t e 
f o r o ther commercial b l o c k s . Rapid expansion o f the business community d u r i n g t h i s 
p e r i o d l ed t o the b u i l d i n g o f rows o f b r i c k s t r u c t u r e s a long Main S t r e e t , 

One f r e q u e n t v i s i t o r t o Main S t r e e t was D r . S y l v e s t e r Graham who l i v e d on nearby 
Pleasant S t r e e t (111 Pleasant S t r e e t ) . Al though wel l -known as a s c i e n t i s t , l e c t u r e r , 
v e g e t a r i a n , temperance advocate and f r e s h a i r a d d i c t , he i s most famous f o r h i s 
Graham c racke r . 

lower Pleasant S t r e e t was the s i t e o f a stockade which was broken through on March 13, 

1676^by f i v e hundred Ind ians u n i t e d i n King P h i l i p ' s War. Severa l houses were torched 
and a number o f s e t t l e r s k i l l e d . 

(continued) 
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the building i s basically monochrome, but i t i s polytextural with i t s smoothly cut 
brownstone t r i m against the rock-faced brownstone walls. The i n t e r i o r displays a 
richness which i s enhanced by some intensely glowing Tiffany windows. Slender iron 
coltimns support exposed timber beams and the whole i s generously ornamented with 
abstractions of natural forms s t e n c i l l e d i n deep Victorian colors. The stone steeple 
of the church can be seen from a l l directions and serves as a focal point of the 
d i s t r i c t . 

West of the church, Main Street bends southward and presents an almost un i f i e d front 
of three and four story commercial structures b u i l t i n the 1860's and 1870's. In 
contrast to the other structures i n t h i s block i s the present Morrison Opticians 
(formerly the Northampton National Bank) of 1865. The building has a fine cast iron 
front which remains v i r t u a l l y i n t a c t . I t was designed by William F. Pratt and i s 
similar i n style^the architect's Smith Charities Building. 

Commercial blocks l i n e either side of Main Street and lead the eye toward City Hall 
which stands at a point where Main Street changes d i r e c t i o n . City Hall was b u i l t i n 
1848-49 and i l l u s t r a t e s the v e r s a t i l i t y of i t s architect William F. Pratt who was 
responsible for eight other buildings i n the d i s t r i c t . City Hall represents the 
picturesque phase of 19th century architecture when decorative vocabularies were 
chosen for t h e i r h i s t o r i c a l associations. The building i s i n the "castellated style" 
and i t s t u r r e t s , pendants, and Tudor windows suggest the romantic times of Arthurian 
knights. The brick fabric i s covered over with a l i g h t color mastic cement to suggest 
sandstone, and the wooden pendants and columns are painted i n dark brown to suggest 
brownstone t r i m . 

Adjacent to City H a l l , but set farther back from the street to allow a sort of plaza, 
are the Unitarian Church and Memorial H a l l . The e a r l i e r Greek Revival church burned 
in 1903 and was replaced by the present c l a s s i c a l brick and granite building. 
Memorial Ha l l , designed by James McLaughlin of Cincinnati, was begun i n 1869 as a 
l i b r a r y and museum. The mansard, red brick building with white stone t r i m i s the 
only Second Empire style structure i n the d i s t r i c t . 

Also among the i n s t i t u t i o n a l buildings which form the western end of the d i s t r i c t 
is the Academy of Music, designed i n 1891 by William Brockelsby. The style of the 
building i s based on the vocabulary of late 15th and early 16th century I t a l i a n 
architecture. I t s two-story facade i s crowned by a central pediment resting on 
lavishly decorated p i l a s t e r s . The mass of the building i s art i c u l a t e d to reveal the 
di f f e r e n t spaces w i t h i n , and i t s exterior i s detailed i n a hierarchical fashion. 
The entrance and the f i r s t two bays of the side of the building are of golden Roman 
brick with generous terra-cotta t r i m . The next portion has less ornamentation and 
introduces a less expensive, dark red br i c k . This part i s cl e a r l y revealed as the 

(continued) 
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theater i t s e l f . F i n a l l y , the stage house i s shown not only through the silhouette, 
but also through i t s straightforward character. I t i s t o t a l l y of the red brick and 
the only embellishments are the handsome iron f i r e escapes. 

The Forbes Library of 1891-93 defines part of the western end of the d i s t r i c t and 
i l l u s t r a t e s the broad eclecticism of i t s architect William Brockelsby. I n contrast 
to the classical lines of the Academy of Music, the l i b r a r y i s b u i l t i n the Richard­
sonian Romanesque st y l e . The quarry-faced granite contrasts with brownstone t r i m , 
and a t y p i c a l low arch with Romanesque d e t a i l forms the entranceway. Also of interest 
i s the use on the i n t e r i o r of Guastavino vaults, a fireproof vaulting method of t h i n 
t i l e s based on the t r a d i t i o n a l Galatan building practice. 

#8: 
The d i s t i n c t i v e Northampton Town Hall became City Hall i n 1884. The great h a l l on 
the second f l o o r was capable of seating 1000 persons and o r i g i n a l l y served for b a l l s , 
lectures, concerts, r a l l i e s and theater. I n the early 1920's the space was converted 
to c i t y o f f i c e space. 

In 1871 Memorial Hall was b u i l t as a l i b r a r y i n memory of soldiers who had served 
Northampton since 1654. Ori g i n a l l y known as the Clarke Library, the second fl o o r 
now houses a c o l l e c t i o n of Northampton a r t i f a c t s maintained by the Northampton His­
t o r i c a l Society. When the Forbes Library was b u i l t i n 1894, the l i b r a r y was transferred 
there from Memorial Hall. At present the main f l o o r of Memorial Hall i s used for 
public meeting, veterans' organizations and the V i s i t i n g Nurses Association. The 
ground f l o o r i s used for the planning board and other o f f i c e s . 

Between Memorial Hall and the Academy of Music i s Pulaski Park which was used during 
the 18th century for auctions, horse trading and public announcements. In 1908 i t 
became a public park and was named aft e r Count Casimir Pulaski who served under 
Washington during the winter at Valley Forge. 

Abutting Pulaski Park i s the Academy of Music which was presented to the c i t y i n 1891 
by Edward H. R. Lyman and was the f i r s t municipal theater i n America. Outstanding 
lectures, concerts, operas and dramas were regularly presented and i t s theater 
company achieved national fame. 

The New Haven-Northampton Canal, completed i n 1835, crossed the d i s t r i c t by an aque­
duct over the M i l l River. I t passed between the present Baptist Church and Hawley 
Junior High School and under Main Street by way of an arched stone bridge. The canal 
proceeded down the present State Street, since leveled by f i l l , and on to the Honey-

\

pot, i n the Connecticut River. An amazing feat of engineering, the canal had sixty 
locks along i t s eighty-mile length. For a b r i e f time, u n t i l the canal f a i l e d i n 1847, 
Northampton was considered a seaport. 
\ 
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The New England Magazine, January 1900, "Northampton I l l u s t r a t e d " by S. E. 
Bridgman, pp. 581-605. 

Personal Experiences Among Our Northampton Indians, W. Thornton Parker, MD, 
Northampton: 1918. 

Some More Northampton Homes, H a r r i e t t J. Kneeland, Northampton: 1909. 
The Northampton Book, a r t i c l e s prepared by the Tercentenary Committee, 

Lawrence Wikander, ed., 1954. 
Northampton H i s t o r i c a l L o c a l i t i e s , Committee on H i s t o r i c a l L o c a l i t i e s , 1654-1904. 
back issues of the Daily Hampshire Gazette. 
Records of the City Government meetings. 
Records i n the Hampshire County Registry of Deeds. 
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The Northanpton Downtown Historic D i s t r i c t i s a mixture of commercial and i n s t i t u t i o n a l 
buildings constructed p r i m a r i l y i n the mid- to l a t e - nineteenth century. In general, 
the i n s t i t u t i o n a l and re l i g i o u s buildings form the jewels i n t±ie more modest setting of 
stores and restaurants with off i c e s or dwellings above. The i n s t i t u t i o n s include the 
Hampshire County Courthouse, the City H a l l , Memorial H a l l , churches of various denomin­
ations, a theatre, banks, and several educational buildings. Thus, there i s a r i c h 
mixture of function which creates a l i v e l y and diverse area. 

There i s a constant s h i f t of character and function from one section of the d i s t r i c t to 
another. On tJie upper portion of Main Street the i n s t i t u t i o n a l structtires form single 
blocks amid the more continuous character of commercial development; when one reaches 
Crafts Avenue, however, single buildings are found on the south side of the street. 
Likewise, on the smaller streets o f f Main Street there i s a fee l i n g of continuity i n 
rows of commercial buildings which are nonetheless occasionally interspersed with free­
standing structures. 

The number of arc h i t e c t u r a l styles represented also contributes to the contrast and var­
i e t y i n the d i s t r i c t . The t y p i c a l structure i n the d i s t r i c t i s a masonry commercial 
block three or four stories i n height, with evenly spaced bays, cast iron columns at 
street l e v e l , and simple decorative d e t a i l s . Window and cornice d e t a i l s allude to the 
Romanesque, I t a l i a n a t e , Richardsonian, Queen Anne, and Classical Revival styles more 
f u l l y explored i n the free-standing public buildings on Main Street. While r i c h red brick 
i s the p r i n c i p a l building material, the public buildings and a handful of turn-of-the-
century commercial blocks provide contrasts i n beige and s i l v e r y b r i c k , granite, brown­
stone, t e r r a cotta d e t a i l s and marble columns. Through these combinations i s created a 
di v e r s i t y of textures and a sense of r i c h polychromy r e s u l t i n g not only from the pre­
dominance of Victorian s t y l e s , but also from the types of materials employed. 

The scale of the d i s t r i c t i s basically uniform, most of the buildings being two to four 
stories i n height. Nowhere i n the d i s t r i c t does a structure exceed f i v e stories; thus 
the spires of churches and the tower or the county courthouse have remained the dom­
inant elements i n the c i t y skyline. The street w a l l of commercial blocks on Main Street 
i t s e l f i s broken i n two places by a single story structtire replacing several nineteenth 
century blocks. Off Main Street several large structures — the telephone company b u i l d ­
ing, police s t a t i o n , and county r e g i s t r y of deeds — are of conteitporary o r i g i n but have 
no impact on the focus of the d i s t r i c t . Main Street, and are compatible i n t h e i r use of 
brick as a building material. S i m i l a r l y , the several parking areas which begin d i r e c t l y 
to the rear of the commercial blocks are likewise concealed from the vistas along Main 
and Pleasant Streets. Other, less permanent disruptions of the fabric of the h i s t o r i c 
d i s t r i c t are immediately apparent i n the unsightly signs, storefront a l t e r a t i o n s , and 
painting of exteriors. A number of signs cover large parts of t±ie facades of buildings 
and some upper facades have been painted l i g h t colors which destroys the harmonious unity 
of the o r i g i n a l streetscape. Through a series of walking tours and public relations ef­
f o r t s with l o c a l merchants, the Northanpton H i s t o r i c a l Commission hopes to create an 
awareness of the assets of the downtown area and to suggest appropriate treatment f o r 
buildings. 
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The Downtown Historic D i s t r i c t i s the heart of the o r i g i n a l seventeenth century s e t t l e ­
ment i n Northampton. Today the area r e f l e c t s the town's late-nineteenth-century prosperity 
and continues to f l o u r i s h as the business, governmental, r e l i g i o u s , and c u l t u r a l center 
of Northanpton. 

The rapid expansion of the business community i n the period 1865-1871 i s evidenced by 
the unbroken wall of commercial structures along the north side of Main Street. The 
existing c o l l e c t i o n of commercial blocks r e f l e c t s the commerce stimulated by the coming 
of the r a i l r o a d and by i n d u s t r i a l expansion along the M i l l River where small hardware 
manufactories p r o f i t e d from contracts during the C i v i l War period. AlSo documented i s 
the Building a c t i v i t y necessitated by a major urban f i r e which destroyed the remaining 
wooden structures i n the town center i n 1870. A l a t e r period of growth, the 1890's, 
i s represented i n half a dozen more elaborate blocks which superceded the l a s t homesteads 
on Main and Pleasant Streets. 

The simple design of the e a r l i e r brick blocks r e f l e c t s New Englanders' u t i l i t a r i a n a t t i ­
tude toward commerce, the influence of i n d u s t r i a l architecture on the commercial block i n 
Northampton, and the town's dependence on a single l o c a l architect and builder, William 
F. Pratt, responsible f o r nine structures i n the d i s t r i c t . Later commercial structures 
document the greater sophistication and f a c i l i t y of professional architects from North­
ampton and Springfield. Jlajor a r c h i t e c t u r a l works are represented i n the public buildings 
designed by Henry Kilburn of New York, James McLaughlin of Ci n c i n n a t t i , Peabody fi Stearns 
of Boston, William C. Brockelsby of Hartford, and J. William Beal & Sons of Boston. The 
architectural q u a l i t y of the area i s thus r i c h with the variety of styles exhibited and 
the q u a l i t y of workmanship and d e t a i l . ' 

The various i n s t i t u t i o n a l buildings document a gradual development of governmental and 
c u l t u r a l f a c i l i t i e s i n Northanpton throughout the nineteenth century. Memorial Hall 
(Clarke Library and Museum, 1871), College H a l l , Smith College (1874-76), Academy of 
Music (1891), and Forbes Library (1893) are indic a t i v e of a growing concern with c u l ­
t u r a l l i f e i n the l a s t t h i r d of the nineteenth century. The presence of Smith College, 
i n i t i a l l y lacking i t s own l i b r a r y , encouraged the development of Northampton's excellent 
public f a c i l i t y , the Forbes Library. S i m i l a r l y , two arc h i t e c t u r a l firms brought to the 
town by commissions at Smith College l a t e r designed public buildings i n Northampton, 
enriching the physical environment of the downtown. 

•"̂The focal point of the downtown, the F i r s t Church of Christ (1877, Peabody & Stearns ), 
stands on the.'site of the meetinghouse preached i n by Jonathan Edwards during the Great 
Awakening and symbolizes the c e n t r a l i t y of Puritanism i n the early history of the 
settlement. A second Gothic Revival church. Saint Mary of the Assumption (1881) docu-
aents the d i v e r s i t y of Northampton's population i n the l a t e r nineteenth century. 
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FOR NPS USE ONLY 

RECEIVED 2 2 1976 

DATE ENTERED MAY 1 7 1976 

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER ^̂ -̂AGE ̂  

Major Intrusions i n the Northampton Downtown Hist o r i c D i s t r i c t : 

On Main Street (photographed): 

1. Nonotuck Bank. Single-story structure replaced two three-story blocks, 1960. 
Present brick facade, 1975. 

2. Ann August/Kinney Shoes. Plastic false f r o n t , 1970, covers three three-story 
masonry blocks. Presently the most offensive intrusion on Main Street, t h i s 
f r o n t could be removed and i t i s hoped that the owner can be encouraged to do 
so. 

3. Woolworth's. Single-story brick structure replaced two three-story blocks, 1940. 

Behind Main Street (not photographed); 

A. New England Telephone Company Building. Three-story brick structure, c.1950. 

B. Police s t a t i o n . Single-story brick structure, c.1950. 

C. County Registry of Deeds. Three-story cinderblock structure, 1975. 
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7 (continued)... in building material, scale, and design is more important than 

individual descriptions. A discussion of major intrusions should also be given 

and, where appropriate, located on the sketchmap. •, • 











































































P A U L G U Z Z I 

March 10, 1976 

Mr. Charles Herrington, Chief 
Registration 
National Register 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Charles: 

Enclosed i s supplementary material r e l a t i n g to the Northampton Downtown Historic 
> D i s t r i c t which you requested i n your correspondence of January 29, 1976. 

The material sxabmitted includes the o r i g i n a l inventory nomination form, three 
supplementary photographs of intrusions, a map showing the location of major 
intrusions, two continuation sheets which expand and c l a r i f y the description 
and significance statements, and your form requesting additional information. 

I f there i s anything else required please l e t us know. 

Sincerely yours. 

Patri c i a L. Weslowski 
Survey Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

PLW/mw 
Enclosures 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE MASSAcimsr/rrs 

Date Entered MAY 1 7 1976 

Ncune Location 

Nbrthampton Dotrntown Historic District 

Derby Watarfront District 

Northemptcm 
Cacpshlra County 

Selem 
Essex County 

Also Notified 
Hon. Edward M. Kennedy 
Hon. Edward W. Drooka 
Hon. Silvio 0. Conte 
Hon, Michael J. Harrington 
Regional Director, North Atlantic 
Region 

PR MMott/row 5/18/76 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
^frs. Elizabeth R. Aiaadon 
Executive Director 
Hacoachusetts Historical Consaission 
294 UaghlDgton Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02103 
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tafveread J M B S Croaln 
St. Haxy*s ef the Aseuoptieo , 
Krctery ? -

Uji Street 

BorthnptoB, Ma—eehaeetf 01060 

Dear Father Croaiat 
Ve UBderstend thet e project Isvc^vlag eendMeetiag of the St. 

tea beguB hy yoox pwrish. As St. Msxy*s ie part of 
«r̂ *[f-p«--a« DuatBwa mm âirUt XAM f̂̂ îMtmA la the Natioael Begleter 

of IBLstorle Places, we weald Ilka to aeaist in aasoriag that the exterior of 
this historic btxilding le not laadvarteotly damaged. 

Sandblaatlng la aov kaowa ̂  ha aa eAtreaaly datriamtal preeeae for hrixk. 
The enclaeed laafleta entitled "Preaarv^lea Brlefe" dlaenea the eare ef 
hrlek nd aaaeoxy halldiayt. Beeaaaa It 1 •WISH tha harder protaetive brlek 
layer eKpoalag tha aeftar latarler to rapid vaatherlng, saadblastiag la 
rarely tha reeeaamdad aolotlon to a claaiirtng prohlea. No eoatlags have 
hean developed that adeqwitaly protect the softer iaaar hrlek after 
aaadhlaatiag. The n a i ^ t l y Ylaaal effect of SMdhlaetlag la aot only 
of aeathetlc eeaceca bat uaqaeatleBsbly alters the historic and archl-
tectoral integrity of the bnlldiag. 

The preesdent set hy thle project Is alao veacy regr^tabla. Or^adaatleaa 
or Indivldaala will le<A to tba "raatmratloB" of St. Mary'e as aa axs^pla 
aad It vmild he oafortoaate if others eheae saadhlaatlBg. 

He vac^ that evary effort be aade to belt this daatraetlva process at the 
eerlleet ataga and that you eoaealt with the Meeaachaaette State Hlatorlc 
Preservatlea Officer, Hrs. Elisabeth %, Aaedoa, bacudclve Director, Meee-
achnsetta Historical Cowalislan, 294 Wsahiagtea Strert, Sastea, Maaeechneetts 
02108, coweemlag altataatlwaa to aaadhlaart.wg. fitteragaaey Hlatorlc 
Arehltectwal Servleea, Matlonal Park Sanrlea, Dî partBsmt of the Verier. 
Usshlagtim* D.C. 20240, woold alao be itibla to adrlae yoa on the care of 
your charch exterior. 

(sgd.): 
Slaearely yeara, 
Charles A. Herrington 

WUllaa J. Murtagh 
of the Netlooal Baglster 

Enclosures 

cc:)frs. Elisabeth R. Aaadon 
Massachusetts SHPO 

' jr. 

BA3XC Pf{ 





Advisory 
Council On 
Historic 
Pi*eservation 

1522 K Street NW. 
Washington D.C. 
20005 

JAN 18 1980 

Mr. Richard C. Allardlce • • 
Senior Planner 
Planning Department . ' 
Room 102 
Municipal Office Building -
212 Main Street 

Northampton, Massachusetts 01060 

Dear Mr. Allardice: 
On January 16, 1980, the Council received your deterniinatlon 
that rehabilitation of 18-24 Masonic Street and 24 Main 
Street using Community Development Block Grant funds would 
not adversely affect the Northampton Dowptn^n Ĥ .c;̂ nr̂ •̂  n-^pi-rlrt:^ 
Northampton. Massachusetts, a property included i n the National 
Register of Historic Places. In accordance with Section 
800,6(a) of the Council's regulations (36 CFR Part 800), the 
Executive Director does not object to your determination. 

As provided i n Section 800.9 of the Council's regulations, a 
copy of your determination of no adverse effect, along with 
supporting documentation and this concurrence, should be 
included i n any assessment or statement prepared for this 
undertaking i n compliance with the National Environmental 
Policy Act and should be kept in your records as evidence of 
your compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act, and the Council's regulations (36 CFR Part 
800). 

Thank you for your cooperation. .̂ 

Sincerely, 

Jordan E. Tannenbaum 
Chief, Eastern Division 

of Project Review 





Advisory 
Council On 
Historic 
Preservation 

1522 K Street. NW 
Washington, DC 20005 

October 9, 1980 ^ ^ J . 

Edward R. Fleischman 
Chief, Planning & Analysis Division [ 
Office of Transit Assistance 
Urban Mass Transportation Administration 
Department of Transportation 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Dear Mr. Fleischman: 

We have been Informed by Richard C. Allardice, Senior Planner for the 
Northampton Historical Commission, that the placement of bus shelters in 
the downtown area, an undertaking assisted by the Urban Mass Transportation 
Administration, may have an effect on[Northampton Downtown Historic 
District,\Northampton, Massachusetts, a property iflClTlflSd In the ^iatlonal 
Kegister ^ f Historic Places. A copy of Mr. Allardice's l e t t e r and one 
on the same subject from the Massachusetts State Historic Preservation 
Officer are enclosed. 

Please Investigate this matter to determine whether the nature of the 
effect requires that you obtain the comments of the Council In accordance 
with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (16 
U.S.C. Sec. 470f, as amended, 90 Stat. 1320). Steps to determine this 
responsibility are set forth In Section 800.4 of the Council's regulations, 
"Protection of Historic and Cultural Properties" (36 CFR Part 800). 

We look forward to hearing from you as soon as possible. I f you have 
further questions or require assistance, please c a l l Joseph P. Hough at 
202-254-3495. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

SiiKierely, )iiKjerely, ^^^^^^.^ 

Jord'an E. Tannenbaum 
i ^ f , Eastem D i v i s i o n 
)f Project Review 

Enclosure 
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Advisory 
Council On 
Historic 
Preservation 

1522 K Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20005 

October 10, 1980 cW"^ 

Mr. Richard C. Al l a r d i c e 
Northampton H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
City H a l l 

Northampton, Massachusetts 01060 

Dear Mr. A l l a r d i c e : 

Thank you for your l e t t e r of September 16, 1980, concerning the placement 
of bus shelters i n downtown Northampton, which you state w i l l not affec t 
the\Northampton Downtown H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t ^ Northampton, Massachusetts, 
a property xncluded i n the National Kegister of H i s t o r i c Places. 

As the procedures guiding t h i s review process require the funding agency, 
i n t h i s case the Urban Mass Transportation Administration (UMTA), to 
request comments of the Council, we have forwarded a request for such 
comments to t h e i r Office of Transit Assistance i n Washington. 

After receiving a request from UMTA, the Council w i l l review t h i s matter 
i n accordance with i t s regulations (36 CFR Part 800). The Council 
appreciates your furnishing t h i s material to assist us i n carrying out 
our r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s under the.National H i s t o r i c Preservation Act. 

Sincerely, 

Jordan E. Tannenbaum 
Chief, Eastern Division 

of Project Review 

Enclosure 
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Advisory 
Council On 
Historic 
Preservation 

1522 K Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20005 

(I? 

November 18, 1980 

Mr. Anthony V. DePalma, Chief 
MA Engineering Section 
Municipal F a c i l i t i e s Branch 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region I 
J.F. Kennedy Federal Building 
Boston, MA 02203 

Dear Mr. DePalma: 

We'have reviewed the d r a f t proposal for additional archeological 
investigations i n the j^orthampton Downtown Hi s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , 
Northampton, Massachusetts, and f i n d i t acceptable.We therefore 
recommend that EPA have the survey work started as soon as 
possible. Since i t i s our understanding that the Massachusetts 
H i s t o r i c a l Commission (SHPO) w i l l not be involved i n reviewing 
t h i s work, please contact the Council when some preliminary 
results of the survey work are available for discussion p r i o r 
to a decision on the need for further testing or other action. 

I f you have any questions or need further assistance, please c a l l 
Ronald Anzalone at FTS 254-3495. 

Jordan E. Tannenbaum 
Chief, Eastern Division 

of Program Review 
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
URBAN MASS TRANSPORTATION ADMINISTRATION 

W A S H I N G T O N . D.C. 20590 

i; 

Mr. Jordan E. Tannenbaum 
Chief, Eastem Office of 
Review and Conpliance 

Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation 

1522 K Street N.W. 
Vfeshington, D.C. 20005 

Dear Mr. Tannenbaum: 

The Pioneer Valley Transit Authority (PVTA) proposes to use financial 
assistance from the Urban Mass Transportation Administration (UMTA) 
for the i n s t a l l a t i o n of bus shelters on the NDrthanpton Downtown 
Historic D i s t r i c t , v ^ ch i s on the National Register of Historic Places. 

LMIA has determined that this project w i l l have no adverse effect 
on Nprthampton Downtown Historic D i s t r i c t , a finding i n vdiich the 
Massaschusetts State Historic Preservation Officer concurs. Enclosed 
i s UMIA's determination and a l e t t e r i n v^ich the SHPO ej^ressed his 
opinion regarding effect. These rtaterials are sukxnitted for your 
review. 

Sincerel\ bincereiv, 

John B. Barber 
Acting Chief, Planning and Analysis 

Division 
Office of Transit Assistance 

Enclosures 

CC: Ms. Patricia L. Weslowski, 
Mr. Peter Stowell, Reg. 1 
Mr. Richard Doyle, UTA-IO 
Mr. Alan Patashnick, PVTA 

SHPO 

COMCUR 
DEC I 01930 

ADViSOrtY COUNCIL 
ON HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

(•• 1 
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NATIONAL HISTORIC DISTRICT 
WALKING TOUR 

From 1880 to 1930. the trolleys of the Northamp­
ton Street Railway serviced Main Street. Boarding per­
haps at the railroad station, patrons ascended the spa­
cious and winding boulevard and remarked upon the 
passing facades of shops, banks and public buildings. 

Accepted for inclusion in the National Register of 
Historic Places in February 1976. downtown North­
ampton retains the flavor of a nineteenth century urban 
center, Victorian in feeling, human in scale and varied 
in its architectural styling. Post-Civil War prosperity 
and two town fires in 1870 combined to produce the ex­
isting street wall of brick blocks whose' retail spaces, 
ample window areas and decorative cornices are both 
useful and pleasing a century later. 

Architecture in the historic district bears the stamp 
of mid-century romanticism and late Viaorian splendor 
as well as that of Yankee praaicality. Sober-fronted 
commercial buildings display delicate cornices; brick, 
cast iron, and stained glass are richly united in the ar­
chitecture of the 1890's. The designs of local talents 
like W. F. Pratt and R. F. Putnam mingle with those of 
Henry Kilbourn of New York and Peabody & Stearns 
of Boston. 

An engaging and ever-changing portrait of public 
life, the life of Main Street was offered free with each 
nickel trolley fare. The background of that portrait — 
the downtown historic district — remains free for the 
enjoying. 

1. 
FOLLOW THE TROLLEY 
SIGNS W I T H US! 



1. Forbes Library, 1893. A massive Rich­
ardsonian structure serves as the city's l i ­
brary; the Judd Manuscripts and Calvin 
Coolidge Collection are housed at Forbes. 

2. Higbee House, c. 1740. Contains por­
tions of a 1654 residence in which North­
ampton's first wedding occurred. 

3. Academy of Music, 1891. Sixth oldest 
municipal theatre in the United States. Res­
toration of the stage area has been funded by 
a Bicentennial grant. 

4. Memorial Hall, 1871. James McLaugh­
lin, a Cincinnati architea hired to design 
Northampton's first public library and mu­
seum, chose the formal Second Empire style. 

5. Gas Company Roundhouse, 19th cen­
tury. Gas lighting came to Northampton in 
1856. Coal delivered by the adjacent rail­
road was burned and the gas produced 
stored in three round gas holders. 

6. City Hall , 1848. Designed by W. F. 
Pratt in the picturesque style with ginger­
bread trim and castellations fashioned 
WO(K1. Town Hall became City Hal 
1883. 

of 

7. Rahar's Inn, 1850, 1890. Calvin Cool­
idge slept here. Young Coolidge boarded at 
Rahar's while reading law in the Hammond 
Law Offices. 

8. Kingsley Block, c. 1830. Dr. Sylvester 
Graham, vegetarian and inventor of the 
Graham Cracker, passed this way each 
morning as he strolled down Shop Row in 
his dressinggown. 

9. Granite Store, 1828. Designed by Isaac 
Damon after Parris' Quincy Markets. Jewel­
ers have sold their wares here since 1785. 

10. Holyoke Bank Block, 1848. Nerve cen­
ter of the town, the intersection of Main and 
King Streets was the site of cattle shows and 
county fairs in the early 1800's. 

11. Commercial Blocks, 1865-1871. Func­
tional rather than decorative, these blocks 
were erected to serve the passengers of the 
Connecticut River Railroad (1845) and the 
Canal Road (1855). 

12. Union Station, 1895. Construaed half a 
century after the first railroad train came to 
Northampton, this Richardsonian station 
consolidated the services of the city's three 
railroads. 

OLD 

13. College Hall , Smith College, 1874. 
Peabody Sc Stearns planned this gothic struc­
ture as the first of many fine late Victorian 
buildings on the college campus. 

14. St. Mary's Church, 1881. The Queen 
Anne style rectory dates from 1886. 

15. Marker, Northampton-New Haven 
Canal, 1836-47. 

16. Commercial Blocks, 1886-87. 

17. Commercial Blocks, 1867-71. 

18. Fitch Hotel, 1871. Replaced the War­
ner House, Northampton's downtown hos­
telry, after the Great Fire of 1870 which de­
stroyed many early wooden structures in the 
town center. 

19. Northampton National Bank, 1865. 
JI,500,000 was taken from this cast iron 
fronted block in a spectacular Great Bank 
Robbery in 1876. The robbers were even­
tually apprehended; handcuffs used are on 
display at the Northampton Historical So­
ciety. 

20. First Church, 1877. Peabody & Stearns 
won the competition to build this Victorian 
stone church on the site of the meetinghouse 
in which theologian Jonathan Edwards 
preached during the Great Awakening. 

21. County Courthouse, 1884. A Paul Re­
vere bell is displayed in the Richardsonian 
style structure designed by Henry Kilbourn 
of New York. 

22. Pioneer National Bank, 1928. The or­
nament of the Art Deco style serves as a 
graceful introduction to the twentieth cen­
tury. 

23. Smith Charities, 1865. A sandstone 
structure designed by W. F. Pratt houses the 
benevolent organization created by the 1845 
will of Oliver Smith. 

24. 25. Hammond Block, 1896; Masonic 
Block, 1898. Two versions of lavish late 
nineteenth century commercial style. Be­
neath the columns of the Classical Revival 
Masonic Block the Coolidge Law Offices 
were located. 

This tour guide LI produced hy 
THE NORTHAMPTON HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

Printed for the Northumpton Historical Commission 
hy the Pioneer Valley Association 
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A WORD ABOUT 
NORTHAMPTON'S PAST 

! 

Northampton was settled in 1654 on a low rise 
above the meadowlands by the Conneaicut River. It is 
predated only by Springfield. Mass. and by Hartford and 
Wethersfield. Conneaicut. Although distant from the 
Massachusetts Bay Colony, Northampton was a Puritan 
stronghold from its founding to the early 1700's when the 
preaching of Jonathan Edwards sparked the Great 
Awakening in the Connecticut Valley. 

Education rather than puritanism was the focus of 
Northampton's zeal in the nineteenth century when 
institutions like George Bancroft's Round Hill School. 
Miss Dwight's Female Seminary. Clarke School for the 
Deaf, and Smith Female College were founded. The 
Hill Institute in Florence sponsored one of the earliest 
Kindergartens; the Northampton Law School sent one of 
its pupils. Franklin Pierce, on to the Presidency. 

Northampton's roster of notable citizens also in­
cludes minister Solomon Stoddard and his grandson Jona­
than Edwards, Revolutionary War hero Seth Pomeroy. 
vegetarian Dr. Sylvester Graham, author G. W. Cable, 
and President Calvin Collidge. 

A rich industrial heritage complements North­
ampton's prominent social and religious history. The 
Shepherd family in Leeds pioneered in the manufacture of 
wool in western New England. The nineteenth century 
witnessed an attempt by a Utopian community to adapt 
silk manufacturing to a communistic system. Other 
capitalist industries were more successful and produced a 
range of typically New England manufactures including 
brushes, buttons, bicycles, caskets, cutlery, stoves, silk 
thread, and the Florence Sewing machine. 

The modest fortunes of local merchants and indus­
trialists financed numerous Victorian mansions and 
picturesque cottages as well as the commercial blocks in 
the Downtown Historic District. Northampton possesses 
two fine nineteenth century residential neighborhoods. 
Pomeroy Terrace (1850-18851 and Elm Street (1860-
1920). where Gothic Revival. Italianate. Second Em­
pire. Queen Anne, and Colonial Revival styles contribute 
to the City's diverse architectural heritage. Located 
along Route 9 to the east and west of the downtown, 
these distinctive neighborhoods will be nominated to the 
National Register during 1976. 



AND JUST OFF MAIN STREET 

Cornet Joseph Parsons House, 58 
Bridge Street. Inhabited in the 17th 
century by alleged witch Goodie 
Parsons. Headquarters of Northamp­
ton Historical Society 

Wiggins Country Store, behind 
Wiggins Tavern, King Street. Old 
vehicles and an eighteenth century 
log house are in the courtyard. 

James House, 1840, 42 Gothic Street. 
Temple front Greek Revival de­
signed by W. F. Pratt. Part of The 
People's Institute founded by author 
G. W. Cable. 

Sylvester Graham House, c. 1800, 
119 Pleasant Street. Brick with stone 
lintels and later mansard roof In­
ventor of the famous Graham Crack­
er lived here. 

Old Bicycle Shop, 1884, 32 Masonic 
Street. The Hampshire Cycle Com­
pany capitalized on a national cycle 

Brick Fire Station, 1872, Masonic 
Street. Distinctive towers add inter­
est to area to the rear of Main Street. 

Seth Strong Roundhouse, 1828, 32 
Conz Street. Oldest of the six circu­
lar residences in New England. 

Ferry House, 1704, 179 South Street. 
Earlie£t in a cluster of colonial struc­
tures on South Street. 

Dewey House, 1827, Smith College. 
Four ionic columns support the porti­
co of Northampton's earliest Greek 
Revival residence. Designed by 
Thomas Pratt. 
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^5 • 
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^Cdd^a^a^d 0-\/'C ^c<ht€6. O^cL^/^^ ^ J 3 A ^ 

^piH, ^ob/^o Uhr^y A/ Jaot^^ ^f^l2u^/''n^ 

Outstanding lyr^an d i s t r i c t of commercial, r e l i g i o u s , educationai^and c i v i c 
s t r u c t u r e s ^ / l ^ e range of 19th-;,-20th C. a(«eisi4*»**i«*'styletsjbji piuiuiiieutr 
l e c a l and i i a l l u u k l aiiilill>JL(>«/*notable are the I 8 7 I Second Empire Public 
L ibra ry b^JaineS*McLaughlin, the I87U Gothic Revival Smith College Ha l l by 
Peabody a m Stearns, the I88U Richardsonian Romaneswque Ci ty Courthous^^y Peabojdy a m Btearns, tne 1004 Kicnarasonian Komaneswjiue uixy uour-cnous^py • 
H e n r ^ ^ i l b u r n , and the I928 Art-Deco Pioneer National Bank by J . ^ i l l i | K B e a l ^ ^ 
and Sons. Si te of o r i g i n a l l ^ ^ ^ l settlement; f i r s t ac t ion of Shay's Re#el l ionf 
YJ^^\-!iaas±smamilt§imf' '^femKm^ Jmai^mm^ represents cityarfdevelopment 
and prosper i ty . * ( ^ ? r £ ^ ^ ^ 
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(̂Ĉ oi-ŝ /Tdpcj ci^'ci~ ^ c^/riei^c^ /e/r̂ cos, _ 


