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The Nort hampton Downtown Historic District i slocated i ntheheart of Northanpton
and i sthecenter of institutional and commercial activity i nthecity. The shape
of thedistrict reflects theirregularity of thedowtown street pattern. Followi ng
the natural topography of thearea. Main Street's curved shape creates a sense of
the intimate town center. At every turn vistas arecut off by theirregularity of
this street and those which lead of f it, resultlng i nsomething like a large outdoor
roomdefined through theplastic shapes of varying scale and material.

Beginning at t henortheast end of t hedistrict, one enters thecity center from under
the railroad bridge and encounters theMasonic Building of 1898 by local architect

R F. Putnam The Academ c Revival building is nade of pale beige Ronman brick and

is decorated with lavish terra—otta trim based on ornament from t he Rone of Augustus
and of 16th century Italy. There areexposed iron beans and consoles above the main
doorway, and many of t he shop fronts retain their bronze mullions and green marble
panel s.

In the sane bl ock stands theSmth Charities Building, designed by WlliamF. Pratt.
Built i n1865-66, thebuilding i san outstanding exanple of t heRenai ssance Revival
style. | tisconstructed of ashlar masonry, and t hecorners arecarefully quoined
and thecutting of detail meticulous. The use of mannerist features of t heRenai-
ssance i s revealed i nthedouble-light Venetian wi ndows on t he second story.

Smith Charities forms an interesting contrast with it sneighbor, thePioneer National
Bank, at t hecorner of Main and King Streets. The bank, 1928, by J. Wlliams Beal and
Sons, i si ntheArt Mderne or Art Deco style derived from the 1925 Paris Exposition
of "Arts Decoratifs". Typical of theArt Deco approach t odesign i sthe geometric
character of theornament and t hafact that, rather than projecting from t he surface,
the carving i sincisedinto thestone formng arather cubic outer mass. | nsuch a
predom nantly Victorian city, i ti sunusual tofind such an outstanding exanple of

Art Deco work.

Facing t hebank on t henorth side of Main Street i st hepowerful rugged mass of the
Hampshi re County Courthouse, designed i n1884 by Henry F. Kilburn of New York and
conpleted i n1886. The building i sa fine exanple of t heRichardsonian Romanesque
style, and i s nade of quarry-faced granite and contrasting snooth brownstone trim
S\mipy polished marble colums at t heentrance carry capitals with severe Celtic
designs. The superior courtroom within i san inposing space on t hesecond story and
contains frescoes by F. D Cordis of Holyoke, Massachusetts.

Behind t he Courthouse i sthehistoric 17th century Wggens Tavern attached to the
comfortable 20th century hostelry, t heHotel Northanpton. .. A

Near thecenter of thelength of Main Street i stheFirst Church of Christ, Congre-
gational, which stands on thesite of thethird neetinghouse of 1737-1812. The
present Victorian structure of 1877 was designed by Boston architects Peabody and
Stearns who also did a nunber of buildings during the sane period for nearby Smth
Col l ege. The church i san outstanding exanple of thecreativity and originality

connected with theGothic Revival. I ncontrast tomch late 19th century architecture,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Northampton Downtown Historic District significant as the embodiment of the
transition of a small New England village of the early 19th century to a busy
commercial center of the late 19th century. It is also significant for its collec-

tion of outstanding examples of the broad range of Victorian architectural styles.

Northampton was settled in 1654 on a low rise above the meadowlands by the Connecticut
River. The Northampton Downtown District is located in the heart of the early settle-
ment and is today the seat of Hampshire County.

"Oa_the east end of the district is the Masonic Building which contains the former

law office of Calvin Coolidge. The nearby Smith Charities Building houses the
charitable organization created in 1845 by the will of Oliver Smith of Hatfield.
Although Smith's unhappy relatives contested the will, Daniel Webster successfully
defended it. As a result, countless indigent residents of Northampton have benefited
from Smith's generosity.

“he present Hampshire County Courthouse is located on the site where in 1786 Shays'
Rebellion saw its first action when armed countrymen prevented the court from con-
vening and passing further pay-or-jail judgments. A meetinghouse built by Isaac
Damon from Asher Benjamin designs was erected on the site in 1822. |t burned in
.1866, but the Paul Revere bell was saved and is displayed in the present courthouse.

The iron-fronted building, Morrison Opticians, was the scene of the famous Great
Bank Robbery in 1876. The safe was robbed of $1,500,000, the largest amount of
money stolen in the United States until that time.

N\m\erous fires during the 1840's and 1850's were responsible for the destruction of
earlier wooden buildings, and a disastrous fire of 1870 resulted in a similar fate
for other commercial blocks. Rapid expansion of the business community during this
period led to the building of rows of brick structures along Main Street,

One frequent visitor to Main Street was Dr. Sylvester Graham who lived on nearby
Pleasant Street (111 Pleasant Street). Although well-known as a scientist, lecturer,
vegetarian, temperance advocate and fresh air addict, he is most famous for his
Graham cracker.

lower Pleasant Street was the site of a stockade which was broken through on March 13,

1676"by five hundred Indians united in King Philip's War. Several houses were torched
and a number of settlers killed.

(continued)
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the building i shasically nonochrone, but i t i spolytextural with its smoothlycut
brownstone trim against therock-faced brownstone walls. The interior displays a
richness which i senhanced by some intensely glowing Tiffany wi ndows. Slender iron
coltims support exposed timber beans and t hewhole i sgenerously ornamented with
abstractions of natural forms stencilled i ndeep Victorian colors. The stone steeple
of thechurch can be seen fromall directions and serves as a focal point of the
district.

West of thechurch, Main Street bends southward and presents an alnost unified front
of three and four story commercial structures built i nthe 1860's and 1870's. I n
contrast totheother structures inthis block i sthepresent Morrison Opticians
(formerly theNorthanpton National Bank) of 1865. The building has a fine cast iron
front which remains virtually intact. |t was designed by Wlliam F. Pratt and i s
simlar i nstyle*the architect's Smth Charities Building.

Commercial blocks line either side of Main Street and lead theeye toward City Hall
whi ch stands at a point where Main Street changes direction. City Hall was bhuiltin
1848-49 and illustrates theversatility of itsarchitect Wliliam F. Pratt who was
responsible for eight other buildings i nthedistrict. City Hall representsthe

pi cturesque phase of 19t hcentury architecture when decorative vocabul aries were
chosen for their historical associations. The building i sinthe "castellated style"
and itsturrets, pendants, and Tudor w ndows suggest theromantic times of Arthurian
knights. The brick fabric i scovered over with a light color mastic cement t o suggest
sandstone, and t hewooden pendants and col utms ar e painted i ndark brown t o suggest
brownstone trim.

Adjacent toCity Hall, but set farther back fromthestreet toallow a sort of plaza,
are theUnitarian Church and Menorial Hall. The earlier Geek Revival church burned
in 1903 and was replaced by t hepresent classical brick and granite building.
Menmorial Hall, designed by James McLaughlin of Cincinnati, was begun i n1869 as a
library and nuseum The mansard, redbrick building with white stone trim i s the
only Second Enpire style structure i nthedistrict.

Also anong t heinstitutional buildings which formthewestern end of the district

is theAcadeny of Music, designed i n1891by Wlliam Brockel sby. The style of the
building i sbased on t hevocabulary of late 15th and early 16th century Italian
architecture. Its two-story facade i scrowned by a central pedinent resting on
lavishly decorated pilasters. The mass of thebuilding i sarticulated t oreveal the
different spaces within, anditsexterior i sdetailed i nahierarchical fashion.

The entrance and thefirst two bays of theside of thebuilding areof golden Ronan
brick with generous terra-cotta trim  The next portion has less ornamentation and
introduces a less expensive, dark redbrick. This part i sclearly revealed as the

(continued)
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theater itself. Finally, thestage house i sshown not only through the silhouette,
but also through its straightforward character. | ti stotally of theredbrick and

the only enbellishments aret hehandsone iron fire escapes.

The Forbes Library of 1891-93 defines part of thewestern end of t hedistrict and
illustrates thebroad eclecticismof its architect WIlliam Brockelsby. | ncontrast
to theclassical lines of theAcadeny of Music, thelibrary isbuilt i ntheRichard-
soni an Romanesque style. The quarry-faced granite contrasts with brownstone trim,
and a typical lowarch with Romanesque detail forms theentranceway. Also of interest
is theuse on theinterior of Guastavino vaults, a fireproof vaulting method of thin
tiles based on thetraditional Galatan building practice.

#8:

The distinctive Northanmpton Town Hall becane City Hall i n1884. The great hall on
the second floor was capable of seating 21000 persons and originally served for balls,
lectures, concerts, rallies and theater. I ntheearly 1920's t he space was converted
to city office space.

In 1871 Menorial Hall was built as a library i n menmory of soldiers who had served

Nort hampton since 1654. Originally known as t heCl arke Library, thesecond floor

now houses a collection of Northanpton artifacts maintainedby t heNorthanmpton His-
torical Society. Wen theForbes Library was built i n1894, thelibrary was transferred
there fromMenorial Hall. At present themin floor of Menorial Hall i susedfor

public meeting, veterans' organizations and theVisiting Nurses Association. The
ground floor i sused for theplanning board and other offices.

Bet ween Menorial Hall and t he Acadeny of Miusic i sPulaski Park which was used during
the 18th century for auctions, horse trading and public announcements. I n1908 i t
becarme a public park and was naned after Count Casimr Pulaski who served under
Washington during thewinter at Valley Forge.

Abutting Pulaski Park i sthe Acadeny of Misic which was presentedtothecity i n 1891
by Edward H R Lyman and was t hefirst municipal theater i n America. Outstanding

l ectures, concerts, operas and dramas were regularly presentedand its theater

conpany achi eved national fane.

The New Haven- Northanpton Canal, conpleted i n 1835, crossed thedistrict by an aque-

duct over theMill River. | tpassed between t hepresent Baptist Church and Haw ey
Junior High School and under Main Street by way of an arched stone bridge. The canal
proceeded down t hepresent State Street, since leveled by fill, and on tothe Honey-

pot, i ntheConnecticut River. An amazing feat of engineering, thecanal had sixty

| ocks along its eighty-mle length. For abrief time, until thecanal failed i n 1847,
\ Nort hanpt on was consi dered a seaport.

\
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The New Engl and Magazine, January 1900, "Northampton Illustrated" by S E
Bri dgman, pp. 581-605.

Personal Experiences Among Qur Northanpton Indians, W Thornton Parker, M
Nort hanmpt on: 1918.

Sone More Northanpton Hones, Harriett J. Kneeland, Northanpton: 1909.

The Northanpton Book, articles prepared by t heTercentenary Conmittee,
Law ence W kander, ed., 1954,

Northampt on Historical Localities, Committee on Historical Localities, 1654-1904.

back issues of theDaily Hanpshire Gazette.

Records of theCity Covernnent meetings.

Records i nt heHanpshire County Registry of Deeds.
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The Northanpton Downtown Historic District i sa mxture of comrercial and institutional

bui l dings constructed primarily i nthem d-t olate- nineteenth century. 1 ngeneral,

the institutional andreligious buildings formthejewels i ntde nore nodest setting of
stores and restaurants with offices or dwellings above. The institutions includethe
Hampshire County Courthouse, theCity Hall, Menorial Hall, churches of various denom n-
ations, a theatre, banks, and several educational buildings. Thus, there i sa rich

m xture of functionwhich creates a lively and diverse area.

There i sa constant shift of character and function from one section of thedistrictto
another. n tlie upper portion of Main Street theinstitutional structtires formsingle
bl ocks amd t henore continuous character of conmercial devel opment; when one reaches
Crafts Avenue, however, single buildings arefound on thesouth side of thestreet.

Li kewise, onthesmaller streets off Main Street there i sa feeling of continuityin
rows of commercial buildings which arenonetheless occasionally interspersed with free-
standing structures.

The nunber of architectural styles represented also contributes tothecontrast and var-
iety i nthedistrict. The typical structurei nthedistrict i sa msonry conmerci al
block three or four stories in height, with evenly spaced bays, cast iron colums at
street level, and sinple decorative details. Wndow and cornice details allude to the
Ronmanesque, Italianate, Richardsonian, Queen Anne, and Cl assical Revival stylesnore
fully explored i nthefree-standing public buildings on Main Street. While rich redbrick
is the principal building material, thepublic buildings and a handful of turn-of-the-
century comrercial blocks provide contrasts in beige and silvery brick, granite, brown-
stone, terra cotta details and marble colums. Through these conbinations i screated a
diversity of textures and a sense of rich polychromy resulting not only from the pre-
domi nance of Victorianstyles, but also from t hetypes of materials enployed.

The scale of thedistrict i s basically uniform mopst of thebuildings being twot ofour
stories i nheight. Nowhere i nthedistrict does a structure exceed five stories; thus
the spires of churches and t hetower or thecounty courthouse have remained t he dom
inant elements i nthecity skyline. The street wall of comercial blocks on Main Street
itself i s broken i ntwoplaces by a single story structtire replacing several nineteenth
century blocks. Off Main Street several large structures — thetelephone conpany build-
ing, police station, and county registry of deeds — are of conteitporary origin but have
no inpact on thefocus of thedistrict. Miin Street, and are conpatible i ntheir useof
brick as a building material. Similarly, theseveral parking areas which begin directly
to therear of thecomercial blocks arelikewi se concealed from t hevistas along Main
and Pleasant Streets. Other, |less permanent disruptions of thefabric of thehistoric
district areimmediately apparent i ntheunsightly signs, storefront alterations, and
painting of exteriors. A nunber of signs cover large parts of tde facades of buildings
and sone upper facades have been painted light colors which destroys theharmonious unity
of theoriginal streetscape. Through a series of walking tours and public relationsef -
forts with local merchants, theNorthanpton Historical Conmi ssion hopes tocreate an
awar eness of t heassets of t hedowntown area and t o suggest appropriate treatment for
buildings.
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The Downtown Historic District i stheheart of theoriginal seventeenth century settle-
ment i n Northanpton. Today thearea reflects thetow's |ate-nineteenth-century prosperity
and continues toflourish as thebusiness, governmental, religious, and cultural center

of Northanpton.

The rapid expansion of t hebusiness community i ntheperiod 1865-1871 i sevidenced by
the unbroken wall of commercial structures along thenorth side of Main Street. The
existing collection of commercial blocks reflects thecomrerce stimulated by t hecom ng
of therailroad and by industrial expansion along theMill River where small hardware
manufactories profited fromcontracts during theCivil War period. Al So docunentedi s
the Building activity necessitated by a major urban fire which destroyed t heremaining
wooden structures i nthetown center i n1870. A later period of growth, the 1890's,

is represented i nhalf a dozen nore el aborateblocks which superceded the |ast honesteads
on Main and Pl easant Streets.

The simple design of theearlier brick blocks reflects New Englanders' utilitarian atti-
tude toward commerce, t heinfluence of industrial architecture onthecomercial blocki n
Nort hanpton, and t hetown's dependence on a single local architect and builder, WIliam

F. Pratt, responsiblefor nine structures i nthedistrict. Later comrercial structures
docunent t hegreater sophistication and facility of professional architects fromNorth-
anpton and Springfield. Jlajor architectural works arerepresented i nthe public buildings
desi gned by Henry Kilburn of New York, James MlLaughlin of Cincinnatti, Peabody fi Stearns
of Boston, Wlliam C Brockelsby of Hartford, and J. WIliam Beal & Sons of Boston. The
architectural quality of thearea i sthus rich with thevariety of styles exhibited and
the quality of workmanship and detail. '

The various institutional buildings document a gradual devel opment of governmental and
cultural facilities in Northanpton throughout t henineteenth century. Menorial Hall
(Clarke Library and Museum 1871), College Hall, Smth College (1874-76), Acadeny of
Music (1891), and Forbes Library (1893) areindicative of a growing concern with cul-
tural life i nthelast third of thenineteenth century. The presence of Smth Coll ege,
initially lacking its own library, encouraged thedevelopment of Northampton's excellent
public facility, theForbes Library. Similarly, twoarchitectural firms brought t o the
town by commissions at Smith College |ater designed public buildings i n Northanpton,
enriching thephysical environment of t he downtown.

e focal point of thedowntown, theFirst Church of Christ (1877, Peabody & Stearns),
stands on the.'site of t heneetinghouse preached i n by Jonathan Edwards during the G eat
Awakeni ng and symbolizes thecentrality of Puritanismi ntheearly history of the
settlement. A second Cothic Revival church. Saint Mary of t heAssunption (1881) docu-
aents thediversity of Northampton's population i nthelater nineteenth century.
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Major Intrusions i nthe Northanpton Downtown Historic District:

h Main Street (photographed):

1. Nonotuck Bank. Single-story structure replaced two three-story blocks, 1960.
Present brick facade, 1975.

2. Ann August/Kinney Shoes. Plastic false front, 1970, covers three three-story
masonry blocks. Presently thenmpst offensive intrusiononMin Street, this

front could berenoved and i t i s hoped that t he owner can be encouraged t o do
S0.

3. Woolworth's. Single-story brick structure replaced two three-story blocks, 1940.

Behind Main Street (not photographed);

A NewEngl and Tel ephone Conpany Building. Three-story brick structure, c.1950.
B. Police station. Single-story brick structure, c.1950.

C County Registry of Deeds. Three-story cinderblock structure, 1975.
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7 (continued)... inbuilding material, scale, and designis nore inportant than
i ndi vi dual descriptions. A discussion of major intrusions shoul dal so begiven

and, where appropriate, |ocatedon the sketchmap. -, -
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PAUL GUZZI

March 10, 1976

M. Charles Herrington, Chief
Regi stration

National Register

National Park Service

US Departnent of the Interior
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Charl es:

Encl osed i s supplementary material relating to the Northampton Downtown Historic
District which you requested i nyour correspondence of January 29, 1976.

The material sxabmtted includes the original inventory nom nation form three
suppl ementary photographs of intrusions, a nap showing the location of major
intrusions, two continuation sheets which expand and clarify the description
and significance statements, and your formrequesting additional information.

If there i s anythingelse required please | etus know

Sincerely yours.

Patricia L. Weslowski
Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

AWy
Encl osures



ENTRI ES | N THE NATI ONAL REQ STER

SAIE MASSAGsirs
Date Entered MY 17196

Narne Location
Nbrthampton Darntom Historic District Nor t henpt cm
Cacpshlra Gounty
Derby Watarfront District Sel em
Essex Gounty
Al'so Notified
Hon. Edward M Kennedy State Historic PreservationOficer
Hon. Eoward W Dr ooka Ars. Elizabeth R. Aisedon
Fon. Silvio 0. onte Executive Director
Hon, Mchael J. Harrington . Hacoachusetts Historical Qonsaission
Regional Director, North Atlantic 294 Uaghl Dgton St reet
Regi on Boston, Massachusetts 02103

FR Mwtt/row 5/ 18/ 76
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tafveread JMBS Croaln

St. Haxy*s ef the Aseuoptieo
Krctery ? -

Ui Street

Bor t hnpt 0B, Ma—eehaeet f 01060

Dear Father O oai at

\e WBderstend thet e project Isvc*vlag eendMeetiag of the St.
tea beguB hy yoox pwish. As St. Mxy*s ie part of
™[ f-pxe-a« Duat Bna mnvarlt XAMAMANIMEmA | a the Natioael Begleter
of IBLstorlePlaces, wve weald || ka to aeaist in aasoriag that the exterior of
this historic btxilding | e not |aadvarteot|y danaged.

Sandbl aatlng | a aov kaowa * ha aa eAtreaaly datriantal preeeae for hrixk.
The enclaeed |aafleta entitled"Preaarvlea Brlefe" dl aenea the eare ef
hrlek nd aaaeoxK hal | diayt. Beeaaaa It 1w sSH tha harder protaetive brlek
| ayer eKpoal ag tha aeftar latarler to rapid vaatherlng, saadblastiag | a
rarely tha reeeaandad aolotlon to a claairtng pronlea. N eoatlags have
hean devel oped that adeqwitaly protect the softer iaaar hrlek after

aaadhl aatiag. The nai “tly Yl aaal effect of SMihl aetlag | a aot only

of aeathetlc eeaceca bat uagaeat|eBsbly alters the historic and archl-
tectoral integrityof the bnlldiag.

The preesdent set hy thle project |'s alao veacy regr™tabla. O "adaatleaa
or Individaalawi |l le<Ato tha "raatmratloB' of St. Mry' e as aa axs"pla
aad |t vmld he oafortoaate if others eheae saadhlaatl Bg.

H vac* that evary effort be aade to belt this daatraetlva process at the
eerlleet ataga and that you eoaealt with the Meeaachaaette State Hatorlc
Preservatlea Officer, Hs. Elisabeth % Aaedoa, bacudclve Director, Mee-
achnsetta Historical Cowalislan, 294 Vgahiagtea Strert, Sastea, Miaeechneetts
02108, coweentag altataatlwaa to aaadhlaart.wg. fitteragaaey Hatorlc

Arehl tectwal Servlieea, Matlonal Park Sanrlea, O”partBsmt of the Verier.
Wsshlagtinmt DC 20240, wool d al ao be itibla to adrlae yoa on the care of

your charch exterior.

Sl aearely yeara, .
Charles A Herrington (S90.):

WUl | aa J. Mirtagh
of the Netlooal Baglster

Encl osur es o

)frs. Elisabeth R Aaadon

Massachusetts SO BA3XC Pf {






Advisory
Council On
Historic

Pi* eservation

1522 K Street NW.
Woashington D.C.
20005

AN 18 190

M. Richard C Allardlce . .
Seni or Pl anner

Pl anni ng Depart nent .

Room 102

Muni ci pal Office Building -

212 Main Street

Nor t hanpt on, Massachusetts 01060

Dear M. Allardice:

Qn January 16, 1980, the Council received your deterniinatlon
that rehabilitation of 18-24 Masonic Street and 24 Main

Street using Community Devel opnent Block G ant funds woul d

not adversely affect the Northanpton Dowpt n™n H.c,Are” n-Api-rlrt:?
Nor t hanpt on. Massachusetts, a property included i nthe National
Regi ster of Historic Places. In accordance with Section

800, 6(a) of the Council's regulations (36 GRPart 800), the
Executive Director does not object to your determ nation.

As provided in Section 800.9 of the Council's regulations, a
copy of your determ nation of no adverse effect, along with
supporting documentation andthis concurrence, should be
included i n any assessnent or statenment prepared for this
undertaking i n conpliance with the National Environnmental
Policy Act andshould be kept in your records as evidence of
your conpliance with Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act, andthe Council's regulations (36 QR Part
800) .

Thank you for your cooperation. N,

Sincerely,

Jordan E Tannenbaum
Chief, Eastern Division
of Project Review






Advisory
Council On
Historic

Pr eservation

152 K Street. NW
Washington, DC 20005

Oct ober 9, 1980 AR,
Edward R Fl ei schman
Chief, Planning & Analysis Division [

Office of Transit Assistance

Urban Mass TransportationAdm nistration
Departnent of Transportation

Washi ngt on, DC 20590

Dear M. Fleischmn:

W have been Informed by Richard C Allardice, Senior Planner for the

Nor t hanpt on Hi storical Comm ssion, that the placenent of bus sheltersin
the downtown area, an undertaking assisted by the Urban Mass Transportation
Adm ni stration, nay have an effect on[Northanpton Downtown Historic
District,\Northanpton, Massachusetts, a property iflATIfISd I'n the *iatlonal
Kegi ster ~f Historic Places. A copy of M. Allardice sletter and one

on the sane subject from the Massachusetts State Historic Preservation
Officer are enclosed.

Pl ease Investigatethis matter to determne whether the nature of the
effect requires that you obtain the coments of the Council |n accordance
with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (16
USC Sec. 470f, as anended, 90 Stat. 1320). Steps to determine this
responsibility are set forth In Section 800.4 of the Council's regul ations,
"Protection of Historic and Cultural Properties" (36 GR Part 800).

W ook forward to hearing fromyou as soon as possible. | f you have
further questions or require assistance, please call Joseph P Hough at
202- 254- 3495,

Thank you for your cooperation.

Siikjerayel y, AR A

Jord'an E. Tannenbaum
i"f, Eastem Division
)f Project Review

Enclosure
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Advisory
Council On
Historic
Preservation

1522 K Street, NW
Washington, DC 20005

Oct ober 10, 1980 cw~n

M. Richard C Allardice
Nor t hanpton Historical Conmi ssion
City Hall

Nort hanpt on, Massachusetts 01060

Dear M. Allardice:

Thank you for your letter of Septenber 16, 1980, concerningthe placement
of busshelters i n downtown Northanpton, which youstate will not affect
t he\ Nort hanpt on Downt own Historic District® Northanpton, Massachusetts,

a property xncluded i nthe National Kegister of Historic Places.

As the procedures guiding this reviewprocess require the funding agency,
in this case the Urban Mass Transportation Adm nistration (UMIA), to
request comments of the Council, we have forwarded a request for such
comrents t otheir Office of Transit Assistance i n Washington.

After receiving arequest fromUWIA the Council will reviewthis matter
in accordance with its regulations (36 @RPart 800). The Council
appreciates your furnishing this material toassist usincarryingout
our responsibilities under the.National Historic Preservation Act.

Sincerely,

Jordan E Tannenbaum
Chi ef, Eastern Division
of Project Review

Encl osure
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Advisory
Council On
Historic
Preservation

152 K Street, NW
Woashington, DC 20005

Novenber 18, 1980

M. Anthony V. DePal ma, Chief

MA Engi neering Section

Muni ci pal Facilities Branch

US Environmental Protection Agency, Region |
J.F. Kennedy Federal Building

Boston, M\ 02203

Dear M. DePal na:

VW' have reviewed the draft proposal for additional archeol ogical
investigations in thej”orthampton Downtown Historic District,
Nort hanpt on, Massachusetts, andfind i tacceptable.W therefore
recommend that HBEPA have the survey work started as soon as
possible. Since i tis our understanding that the Massachusetts
Historical Conmission (SHPO will not be involved inreviewng
this work, please contact the Council when sone prelimnary
results of the survey work are available for discussion prior

to a decisiononthe need for further testing or other action.

[f you have any questions or need further assistance, please call
Ronald Anzal one at FTS 254-3495.

|? Jordan E Tannenbaum

Chief, Eastern Division
of Program Revi ew
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

URBAN MASS TRANSPORTATION ADMINISTRATION
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20590

M. Jordan E Tannenbaum
Chief, EastemOffice of
Revi ew and Conpl i ance
Advi sory Council onHistoric .
Preservation |
1522 K Street NW 1
Vfeshington, DC 20005

Dear M. Tannenbaum

The Pioneer Valley Transit Authority (PVTA) proposes t ouse financial
assistance fromthe Uban Mass Transportation Adm nistration (UVIA

for the installation of bus shelters onthe NDrthanpton Downt own
Historic District, vAchisonthe National Register of Historic Places.

LM A has determined that this project will have noadverse effect

on Nprthanpton Downtown Historic District, a finding i nvdiicht he
Massaschusetts State Historic Preservation Officer concurs. Enclosed
is UMA's determnation anda letter i nv*ich the SHOej ressed his
opinion regarding effect. These rtaterials aresukxnittedfor your
review.

§i peer el

John B. Barber

Acting Chief, Planning and Anal ysis
Di vi sion

Office of Transit Assistance

Encl osures
QC M. Patricia L. Weslowski, SHRO

M. Peter Stowell, Reg. 1
M. Richard Doyle, UAIO

M. Alan Patashnick, PVTA
[ | QIS

ADVISOrtY COUNCL
N HSTORIC PRESERVATION
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NATIONAL HISTORIC DISTRICT
WALKING TOUR

From 1880 to 1930. the trolleys of the Northamp-
ton Street Ralway sarviced Main Street. Boarding per-
hgps a the railroad dation, patrons ascended the &
cious and winding boulevard and remarked upon the
pasang facades of shops banksand public buildings.

Accepted for inclusion in the National Regigter of
Historic Faces in February 1976. downtown North-
ampton retains the flavor of a nineteenth century urban
center, Victorian in feeling, human in scde and varied
in its architecturd styling. Post-Civil War prosperity
and two town fires in 1870 combined to produce the ex-
iging sreet wall of brick blocks whose retail goeces
ample window aess and decorative cornices ae both
useful and plessng acentury later.

Architecture in the historic district beers the samp
of mid-century romanticism and late Viaorian splendor
& wel e that of Yankee praaicality. Sober-fronted
commercia buildings display delicate cornices, brick,
cadt iron, and daned glass ae richly united in the a-
chitecture of the 1890s The dedgns of locd tdents
like W. F. Pratt and R. F. Putnam mingle with thoseof
Henry Kilbourn of New York and Pesbody & Steans
of Boston.

An engaging and ever-changing portrait of public
life, the life of Main Street was offered free with each
nickel trolley fare. The background of that portrait —
the downtown historic district — remains free for the
enjoying.

FOLLOW THE TROLLEY
SIGNS WITH US!



1. Forbes Library, 1893. A massve Rich-
adsonian  structure sarves & the city's |-
brary; the Judd Manuscripts and Calvin
Coolidge Collection are housed a Forbes.

2. Higbee House, c. 1740. Contains por-
tions of a 1654 resdence in which North-
ampton's first wedding occurred.

3. Academy of Music, 1891. Sixth oldest
municipal theatre in the United States Res
toration of the stege area has been funded by
a Bicentennial grant.

4. Memorial Hall, 1871. James McLaugh-
lin, a Cincinnati architea hired to desgn
Northampton's first public library and mu-
saum, chosethe formal Ssoond Empire style.

5. Gas Company Roundhouse, 19th cen-
tury. Gas lighting came to Northampton in
1856. Cod ddivered by the adjacent rail-
road wes burned and the ges produced
gored inthree round ges holders.

6. City Hall, 1848. Desgned by W. F.
Pratt in the picturesque syle with ginger-
breed trim and cagélations fashioned of
WOKL Town Hall became City Hal
1883.

7. Rahar's Inn, 1850, 1890. Calvin Cool-
idge dept here. Young Coolidge boarded a
Rahar's while reading law in the Hammond
Law Offices.

8. Kingsley Block, c. 1830. Dr. Sylvester

Graham, vegetaian and inventor of the
Graham Cracker, pessd this way esch
morning & he strolled down Shop Row in
his dressinggown.

9. Granite Store, 1828. Desgned by Issec
Damon after Parris Quincy Markets. Jewel-
&s have sold their weres here since 1785.

10. Holyoke Bank Block, 1848. Nerve cen
ter of the town, the intersection of Main and
King Streets wes the ste of cattle shows and
county fairsinthe early 1800s

11. Commercial Blocks, 1865-1871. Func-
tional rather than decorative, these blocks
were erected to save the pessengers of the
Connecticut River Railroad (1845) and the
Cand Road (1855).

12. Union Station, 1895. Construaed half a
century after the first ralroad train came to
Northampton, this Richardsonian station
consolidated the sarvices of the city's three
railroads.

Thistour guide LI produced hy

OLD

THE NORTHAMPTON HISTORICAL COMMISSION

13. College Hall, Smith College, 1874.
Pesbody & Stearns planned this gothic sruc-
ture & the first of many fine late Victorian
buildings on the college campus

14. St. Mary's Church, 1881. The Queen
Anne gyle rectory datesfrom 1886.

15. Marker, Northampton-New Haven
Canal, 1836-47.

16. Commercial Blocks, 1886-87.
17. Commercial Blocks, 1867-71.

18. Fitch Hotel, 1871. Replaced the War-
ner House, Northampton's downtown hos-
telry, after the Great Fire of 1870 which de-
droyed many early wooden dructures in the
town center.

19. Northampton National Bank, 1865.
JI,500,000 was taken from this cagt iron
fronted block in a spectacular Great Bank
Robbery in 1876. The robbers were evenr
tually apprehended; handcuffs used ae on
display a the Northampton Historical So-
ciety.

20. First Church, 1877. Pesbody & Stearns
won the competition to build this Victorian
gone church on the ste of the mestinghouse
in which theologian Jonathan Edwards
preached during the Great Awakening.

21. County Courthouse, 1884. A Paul Re-
vere bell is digdlayed in the Richardsonian
gdyle structure desgned by Henry Kilbourn
of New Y ork.

22. Pioneer National Bank, 1928. The or-
nament of the Art Deco dyle saves & a
graceful introduction to the twentieth cen-
tury.

23. Smith Charities, 1865. A sandgone
structure designed by W. F. Pratt houses the
benevolent organization crested by the 1845
will of Oliver Smith.

24. 25. Hammond Block, 1896; Masonic
Block, 1898. Two versons of lavish lae
ningteenth century commercid dyle Be
neath the columns of the Classcd Revivd
Masonic Block the Coolidge Law Offices
were located.

Printedfor the Northumpton Historical Commission
hythe Pioneer Valley Association
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A WORD ABOUT
NORTHAMPTON'S PAST

Northampton was setled in 1654 on a low rise
ebove the meadowlands by the Conneaicut River. It is
predated only by Springfield. Mass and by Hartford ad
Wethersfield. Conneaicut. Although distant from the
Massachusatts Bay Colony, Northampton wes a Puritan
gronghold from its founding to the early 1700s when the
preeching of Jonathan Edwads spaked the Great
Awakening inthe Connecticut Valley.

Education rather than puritanism wes the focus of
Northampton's zed in the nineteenth century when
ingtitutions like George Bancroft's Round Hill School.
Miss Dwight's Femde Seminary. Clarke Schoadl for the
Dedf, and Smith Femde College were founded. The
Hill Institute in Forence sponsored one of the earliest
Kindergartens; the Northampton Law School sent one of
its pupils. Franklin Fierce, on to the Presdency.

Northampton's rogder of notable citizens d= in-
dudes minister Solomon Stoddard and his grandson Jona-
than Edwards, Revolutionary War hero Sgth Pomeroy.
vegetarian Dr. Sylvester Graham, author G. W. Cable,
and President Calvin Collidge.

A rich industrial heritage complements North-
ampton's prominent socid and religious history. The
Shepherd family in Lesds pioneered in the manufacture of
wool in western New England. The nineteenth century
witnessed an attempt by a Utopian community to adapt
dlk manufacturing to a communistic sysem. Other
capitdist indudtries were more sucoessful and produced a
range of typicaly New England manufactures including
brushes, buttons, bicydes caskets cutlery, doves dlk
thread, and the Horence Sawing machine.

The modegt fortunes of locd merchants and indus-
triglists financed numerous Victorian mandons and
picturesque oottages as well as the commercid blocksin
the Downtown Historic District. Northampton posseses
two fine nineteenth century residential neighborhoods.
Pomeroy Terace (185018851 and Elm Street (1860
1920). where Gothic Revival. Italianate. Ssoond Em-
pire. Queen Anne, and Colonia Reviva yles contribute
to the City's diverse architectura heritage. Located
dong Route 9 to the et add wes of the downtown,
these digtinctive neighborhoods will be nominated to the
National Regiger during 1976.



ANDJUST OFF MAIN STREET

Cornet Joseph Parsons House, 38
Bridge Street. Inhabited in the 17th
century by dleged witch Goodie
Parsons Heedquarters of Northamp-
ton Historical Sodety

Wiggins Country Store, behind
Wiggins Tavern, King Street. Old
vehides and an eighteenth century
log house are in the courtyard.

James House, 1840, 42 Gothic Street.
Temple front Greek Revivd de
sgned by W. F. Pratt. Pat of The
Peoples Institute founded by author
G. W. Cable

Sylvester Graham House, c. 1800,
119 Pleasat Street. Brick with sone
lintels and later mansad roof In-
ventor of the famous Graham Crack-
e lived here

Brick Fire Station, 1872, Masonic
Stregt.  Digtinctive towers add inter-
&g to aeato the rear of Main Strest.

Old Bicycle Shop, 1884, 3 Masonic
Street. The Hampshire Cyde Com-
pany capitalized on a nationa cyde

Seth Strong Roundhouse, 1828, R
Conz Street. Oldest of the dx circu-
lar resdencesin New England.

Ferry House, 1704, 17 South Strest.
Earlieft in a duger of colonia sruc-
tures on South Street.

Dewey House, 1827, Smith College
Four ionic cdumns suppart the porti-
o of Northampton's earlies Greek
Revival resdence Desgned by
Thomas Pratt.
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Outstanding lyr*an district of commercial, religious, educationai“and civic
structures”™/I™e range of 19th-;,-20th C. a(«eisid*»**j«*'styletsjbji piuiuiiieutr

lecal and iialluukl aiiilill>JL(>«/*notable are the 1871 Second Empire Public

Library b"JaineS*McLaughlin, the 187U Gothic Revival Smith College Hall by

Peahody am BtearRs: the h8¥4 Riehardsshian Remaneswite Gity (oRrIEheusBY .
Henr~ilburn, and the 1928 Art-Deco Pioneer National Bank by J.7"illi|K Beal”?
and Sons. Site of original |I*""| settlement; first action of Shay's Re#ellionf

Y IM\-liaastsmamilt8imf"'femKm”? Jmai“mm” represents cityarfdevelopment
and prosperity. *(N?2rEN n n
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