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The Rumford Commercial District is located on what is virtually an island, 
separated from the residential section of the town by the Androscoggin River on 
the west and from South Rumford by the Middle Canal on the south and east. To 
the northeast lies a complex of undistinguished paper and pulp mill buildings 
With Androscoggin River beyond. This unusual geographic situation renders its 
delineation as a district for a multiple resource nomination logical. This 
Section'of the town is virtually exclusively commercial and features a variety of 
Storesand shops, business blocks, commercia-1 hotel and municipal buildings. 
The entire area was built up within less than two decades (see Item 8-Significance)

Architecturally, the significant buildings are extremely homogeneous owing 
to the-short span of construction and feature prevailing early 20th century 
Styles, most notably Beaux Arts and Colonial Revival. Owing to the small size 
9f ! the district, the nominated structures are all within sight of each other. 
The, very rapid growth of the town evidently created something of a boom town 
Atmosphere so that the commercial and municipal architecture evidenced by these 
|*j?Q,perties is more decorative and opulent than would be expected in a typical 
Ifaine industrial community.

No known archaeological resources ^xist in this district.

The survey of this small area was conducted by members of the Maine Historic 
Preservation Commission staff in an informal manner. It was easily possible to 
inspect the entire area in a relatively short space of time, there being only 
eight city blocks involved and the number of significant structures few.

In a very real sense this part of R,umford was a planned area with the 
streets laid out in 1892 much as they are today. At the same time lots were 
delineated and the same lot and numbering system is in use today. Rumford 
in the 9Q's was still a relatively unambitious small town and these lots 
provided only 25 feet of street frontage. Most of the early wood frame 
buildings of the period conformed to this plan and a goodly number of these 
narrow, deep and unimpressive structures remain today as a reminder of "pre- 
boom Rumford. One result of this early planning effort is that the larger 
structures, like those nominated, occupy several lots as noted in the 
assessor's map references.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The historic resources in the Rumford Commercial District reflect the almost 
meteoric rise of the community in a span of; twenty years from rural village to 
large industrial town.

In the area of Rumford Falls, the Androscoggin River drops 165 feet in the 
course of one mile. Hugh J. Chisholm and his associate, Waldo Pettingill in 1882 
purchased large tracts of land in the area and began to harness this enormous 
power potential. The first industrial building at Rumford Falls was constructed 
in 1892 and the Rumford Falls Power Company was founded.

Within the next twenty years a growth so phenomenal took place that national 
attention was attracted. What had b£en a remote rural countryside now reverberated 
with: the noise of machinery. The Oxford Paper Company was founded and a small 
city grew almost overnight. Rumford was ̂boorn town and the burgeoning mills and 
s-h&ps drew into the area a flood of population to serve them. This in turn 
attracted suppliers: of goods and services who concentrated their operations on 

island ~1 ike area nearest the original mills.

ferhaps no other building better conveys the ambition and optimism of the 
period than the Rumford Falls Power Company Building with its ultra modern (for 
its time) exterior and its richly classical interior.

The fact that Rumford, like many single industry towns, has suffered over the 
years; fr-om exploitation and air pollution and the fact that it has perhaps 
not 'lived up to the potential that these structures tried to represent, in no way 
detracts, however, from their quality or the aspirations they reflected.

Owing to the small size of the area and the great variation in quality of 
construction, no historic districts were deemed appropriate for inclusion.
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