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1. Name of Property
historic name William Shipsey House 

Other names/site number N/A_______

2. Location_______ ___________________
street & number 1266 Mill Street N/A not for publication

oit./nr tnwn .Ran 1 liis ObiSDO
N/A vicinity

.State California code CA cnuntv San Luis Obispo Code 079 ziD code 93401
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1 hPrPbv certify that this X nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for 
le^Sring SfopertLs in L National RiiTster of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements

set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
in my opinion, iho property X meets  does not meet the National Register Criteria. I reoommend that this property be 
considered significant at the following ievel(s) of significance: 

national __statewide )^local

pjFehtv^o
Date

California Office of Historic Preservation 
state or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

Signature of certifying official

State Historic Preservation Off

A Nation^ Park Service Certification
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William Shipsey House
Name of Property

San Luis Obispo, CA 
County and State

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

X Private X
Public - Local
public - State

%

public - Federal

building(s)
district
site
structure

object

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 1buildings

district

__________________ structure
____ _______________ object

Total1 1

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A” if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register

N/A N/A

6. Function or Use________
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Domestic/single dwelling

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Domestic/sinale dwelling

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Late Victorian: Queen Anne, Stick/Eastlake

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions) 

foundation: Brick_____ __

walls: Wood: weatherboard, shingle

roof: Asphalt

other: Stone



William Shipsey House
Name of Property

San Luis Obispo, CA
County and State

mescribe and current physical appearance of the properly. Explain contributing and noncontnOuting
iesources if necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the 
property, such as its location, setting, size, and significant features.)

Summary Paragraph
Thp William Shipsey House in San Luis Obispo, California was constructed in 1894. The Architect Hi^rnon Spencer

SSrthouse ser^inq Sn Luis Obispo County. The house has recently been restored. At the tirne o purchase, the house 
was deterioratinq from deferred maintenance, but still retained the original exterior architectural features^ The interior 
floorolan is also htact with features that include; eleyen foot ceilings, fir flooring, eight foot raised panel doors, windows, 
door^and window hardware, lighting fixtures, redwood bead boards and ornate lincrusta wall treatments. A 
qarage/carriage house was constructed at the rear of the property that incorporated architectural features from the 
ShipLy House at the time of the Quaglino restoration. The garage is a non-contributing building on the property.

Narrative Description

Description - Exterior
The residence is a large two-story wood frame structure, with multiple cross-facing gables. The house sits on the original 
red brick stem walls that have been plastered. Two high pitched gables, with a
face Mill Street The left gable has a double hung sash window with fixed panes on either side. The right gable has two 
OueeTinnen^ulhoned fixed pane windows. On the front of the house, to the right of the porch, there are one fixed pane 
Sindow wi?h muHioned multi-panes and one large, fixed three panel window t anked by two double hung
sash windows. On the front porch is a large picture window with a commanding view of Mill Street.

?h?sTdinrmSafc?nS SaXtrrsupJteme^t°eTw°th^^^^ materials such as vertical

double sunburst fans at the lower corners

Four locally quarried dacite steps rise to the front porch and main entry. The original, thi^y-six inch wide redwood front 
door has the^original brass mortise lock, carved hinges and turn style door bell. Centered in the door is a four mch round 
da°s whdow w«h (luting .ablating from the center. The door has various intricate carvings and designs including

two rows of eleven wood buttons that run the width of the door.

The front oorch is elevated and offset to the left. It is decorated with ornamental cedar shingles and carved columns The 
Sor is painted groove decking. The ceiling of the front porch is painted light blue which was the o^
cn^^r Ld was believed to act as a deterrent for mosquitos. A large, mansard roof covered in fish scale cedar shingles 
wraos the front porch The primary roof areas are covered with asphalt shingles that have embossed wood graining to 
Si the original shingles. The rear portico is covered with an ornate, arched overhang supported by carved wood 
Skits The portico extends to cover the adjacent eight fixed pane windows. The roof line ridges are capped with red 
painted crests that were duplicated from historic photographs. The ridge crests are a dental pattern twelve inches tall with 
twenty inch arched finials that terminate the ends of each ridge crest.

The residence is painted in colors that are believed to be comparable to those used originally. This was obtained by 
landing through the layers of paint to the arrive at the original coat of paint that included shades of muted greens,

mustard and off-whites.

rn.rd"r. ufmeSsrS g^~bSfence, capped with matching picket pattern, was installed and painted In a buttery off-while to match all exterior



William Shipsey House
Name of Property

San Luis Obispo, CA 
County and State

fencing. The grounds include lawn, miniature and tree roses, red hot poker, citrus trees, ferns, western red buds, heather 

and other period appropriate landscaping.

Description - Interior
The interior was found to be largely intact from its 1894 date of construction. The floor plan has not been modified and, 
with the exception of multiple layers of paint, most of the interior features such as the hardware and lighting were 
unchanoed These items included the ornate, combination gas/electric lighting fixtures, the original raised, four panel

rirn^fsrrrsr/hdreSrdoSJ^^a bedroom that shares a bath with another bedroom.

wmmMmwmmmsmmdining room opens into the back bedroom.

0„.hshghJ^sidsof,hs«,hgmo^
Sh dtor opSng fe the khcheu. The door slides up and disappears into the wall byway of rope ahd pulley weights 

similar to a double hung sash window mechanism.

breakfast nook with large double hung windows that offer a view of Johnson Avenue.

marmoleum, which is a reproduction of the original linoleum installed in the kitchen and back porch.

with Queen Anne windows set at the end of the dormers.
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8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing)

A Property is associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our 
history,

B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past.

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history.

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture

Law

Politics & Government

Period of Significance

1894- 1922___________

Significant Dates

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x'' in all the boxes that apply)

Property is:

owed by a religious institution or used for religious 
A purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years old or achieving significance 
within the past 50 years.

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above)

Shipsev, William_____________

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder

Laird, Hilamon Spencer, Architect

Maine & Moore, Builder

Waite & Ryan, Mill Work

Th1°ptw Shipsey lived In the house (Crlledon B), Peginning v-lth ,he date of

construction in 1894 (Criterion C) until his death in 1922.

Criteria Consideratons (explanation, if necessary)



William Shipsev House
San Luis Obispo, CA

Name of Property
Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (provide a summary paragraph that includes level of signficance and 

applicable criteria)

County and State

applicable criteria)

and meets eligibility^under Criterion C as an excellent example of local design and craftsmanship.

Narrative Statement of Significance (provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance) 

Criterion B

He became a partner with Judge Grenror of California
Obispo. Judge Graves had C^rn = n ™';(,\",);3[;foblspo.' No doubt this was the connection
(hat b“sNptyTo workedU Graves on many pro|ects and both were an important part

of the early legal community in San Luis Obispo.of the early legai community m oa..
ShiDsev became increasingly involved with county business as it became an important part of h^ work. As City 
Attorney for the Board of T?ustees, one of his first major assignments was to codify city ordinances.

intsgO.Shipsay married

Obispo City Attorney; Kathleen wno oiec ounny me oHaino,, ,-------------
After his marriage, Shipsey Pdrohased prop^ -J)" ^ rom^ri^nTu^^SSs^iTNiohdlson

Sr ThVho“se''sTdS^^^^ of the railroad and conseguently the Shipsey family had to move, but no, far

away and they remained on the same street.''"
away anu ir icy i ci i icm »-»i» n 'w — —

March 0, ,893. William Shipsey purchased a '0, at 1366 - Sheet to bp„d a home » aoco^date his^

Ss:-l=iiss5=slH:r
‘ Sandra Harris, W/Wam Shipsey/h the History of Santa Cruz and San Luis Obispo [on-line]; available from 
httrvy/www.Sapdrah@ix.netcom.com_; Internet accessed 19 June 200a 
“ Myron Angel History of San Luis Ob/spo County (Fresno; Valley Publishers, 1979), 289.

San Luis Obispo Morning Tribune, 16 April 1889.
San Luis Obispo Morning Tribune, 8,26 January ^B90■
SenSo'irtK—'tbe Kancbos ,San Uis Ob,s^: CeHpmia H.dtag. Publishing Assoda.es, ,993). ,33.

City of San Luis Obispo Cultural Resource Committee Staff Report
Deed Book 19:232, 20 March 1893.

“ San Luis Obispo Morning Tribune, 23 May 1893,
'The Reasoner, 5 July 1894.
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Name of Property

San Luis Obispo, CA
County and State

ancfis on a gentle elevation which offers immunity from frost and overlooks both the valley in which the 
city is situated, and that which stretches towards Chorro and Morro.

As the town grew, the Nob Hill neighborhood became home to many of the lawyers and judges that served at the Court 

House two blocks away.

Shipsey was working tor the County Supervisors In 1895 to audit the aooounts of the county oto -''a??8M%'^bs.v 
a=ikpd to be a candidate for Superior Court Judge. It was a contentious election and one that he lost By 1898, Shipsey 
was a candidate for City Trustee (City Council) which he won handily.’"" As Mayor and President of the Council, he 
worked to form a Militia^Company to prevent privateers from entering Port Harford during the Mexican American conflict. 
Another of his efforts, while still Mayor and Assistant District Attorney was focused in a different part^of the world as a 
member of the General Committee of the National Boer Relief Fund Association based in New York.

In 1901 by resolution of the city council. Mayor Shipsey was placed in charge of the festivities of President McKinley^s 
stopover in San Luis Obispo. In May, the event took place with large crowds gathered to greet the President. Shipsey 
mef President McKinley and gave the welcome address after which the President gave his response. Four months later

President McKinley was assassinated.

His most important project as Mayor was leading the efforts to locate California
Enlisting the help of business men and residents, he formed several committees to help with the task ^y the time 
Shiose^s term as Mayor was ending in 1902, ground breaking ceremonies were taking place for what has become the 
California Polytechnic^State University (Cal Poly). This accomplishment has resulted in slowly changing San Luis Obispo 
from an agricultural center and county seat to a city heavily influenced by a Uiversity that has become famous for its

educational programs.
At the beginning of Shipsey’s tenure as Major, the city was bankrupt with unpaid salaries and claims. By the end ^ Ns 
term in 1902, the city had achieved a fiscal surplus. His major issues were water and sewer problems, both of which

. . willwere solved.
During his long career as a practicing attorney, Shipsey was involved in many of the headline court cases ^ s day 
defending citizens whose names are still familiar in the City of San Luis Obispo. His ^he Wa den
building was shared with attorneys Albert Nelson and later Thomas Norton. Eventually, his son Wilham Jr jomed the 
firm. It was relocated to the Andrews Building across from the Courthouse and became known as Shipsey & Shipsey.

After he was Mayor Shipsey continued serving the community in various capacities. He was a charter mernb^ of the

Poiytechnic and the Public Library were closed. Among his pall bearers were attorneys, a Superior Court Judge and the 

Mayor.

Criterion C - Architecture
In 1869 the arrival of the Pacific railroad ended the isolation of San Francisco from the east coast cities. With the railroad 
came a growing body of architects and builders. Architects like William Mooser, H. H. Richardson, Bernard Maybeck, J.

xvii

xviii

San Luis Obispo Morning Tribune, 28 May 1903.
San Luis Obispo Morning Tribune, 13 September 1896. 

‘ San Luis Obispo Morning Tribune, 12 April 1898.
San Luis Obispo Morning Tribune, 26 April 1898.

San Luis Obispo Morning Tribune, 3 June 1900.
San Luis Obispo Morning Tribune, 10 May 1901.
San Luis Obispo Morning Tribune, 6 December 1898. 
San Luis Obispo Morning Tribune, 21 April 1902.

San Luis Obispo Daiiy Tribune, 27 July 1922.
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rapid increase of milling machinery and the adjacent redwood forests.

Aroditecural styles that ware already h

SrprSel^S^

loS archlteSe folVS::?„ rd^s hlstery^ Taking advantage of the new options In design and construotion 

was the Shipsey House Architect, Hilamon Spencer Laird.

Hilamon Spencer Laird, Architect

The Shipsey House was one ot sevaral hd*^^^^
SdlMnTs™n“xSed wSh aaftsm'anship and attention to datait His work Is refleotive of the development of 

the city at a time when there was great enthusiasm over its possibilities for the future.

Hilamon spencer Lavd came to San LUIS
Richardson who left New York around the same time . gx , , |,^g Herbert Wyman, architect for the
?'"dh""'a" adTnrirS'Se?‘Sap^^^^ no formal training In architecture when he arrived in San Luis

speak for him and his work.
Laird made other contributions as an inventor and as construction engineer on city projects early in his career in San Luis 
Obispo. He filed patents for a nut lock and a baling press in 1877 and 1878 respectively.

,t is during the 1880s that we begin to see evidence of his architectural work. He the spa,e and simple one or two 
room county schoolhouse and gave it an expression of elaborate exuberance for the first time.

The Corral de Piedra schoolhouse was completed yesterday, and receives the warm aPProv^nd 
flatterino criticism of all who have seen it. It is claimed to be the handsomest and most comfortable and^ 
convenient S Sunty schoolhouses. Mr. H. S. Laird is responsible for the design and arrangement.

His interest in the local schools continued when he volunteered to build, finish and set flag poles for the local schools in 

honor of July 4*^^, 1890.
One of Laird-s major accomplishments was the design of the First National Bank at the cost of $30,000. Built from his
plans and designs, it was enthusiastically reported in the local press.

knrL"Rornt;:^:;ifo?“LS?^:er

San Luis Obispo Morning Tribune, 29 October 1889.
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iiSS=EE=iSS=£=tt.
over them rises a pediment.

by steam and lighted by electricity, and is to be elaborately finished in every particular.

™:alz;re=oS^oc:rr,ore:s^^^^^^^^
Luis Obispo.
The William Shipsey residence was constructed in 1894. In a newspaper article on the work taking place at the planing 

mill of Waite & Ryan, the Shipsey house was described.

‘•Ar.nthpr order which is now at hand is the work for the house of Mr. Wm. Shipsey, which includes the

weeks.“"

people of this city is displayed to good advantage.

An imponan. year In UIrd's career occurred ,n 1903 wOen^-s In Ss'So'SS .^rrSderlTTaf “ " 
that year are on the Master List of ^^"^000 Resources for the City f Pi,st Presbyterian Church,
described in great detail in the t^fknown a^ the Warden/?ower Building that still occupies the

^a^Ss Obispo. The project based on the plans and specif cations of Laird

went out for bid at the end of the year.
xnls oulldlng alincuon no, SnS'dllS and

occupy LTouel sK 0, TO 3 S anTon Chono strse, 0,91 feet I, will be fero stories
Will have a frontage on Higue, a s Hiouera street A cupola clock tower will surmount this
eSfence r'd aTe,rSmarclock «,h bell w«l Indicate fee time of day to all. The material will be stone,
pressed brick, terra cotta and steel.

remaining and prominent in the City of San Luis Obispo.

San Luis Obispo Morning Tribune, 2 September 1891.
San Luis Obispo Morning Tribune, 13 July 1894.
San Luis Obispo Morning Tribune, 12 February 1895.

San Luis Obispo Morning Tribune, 5 April 1896.
San Luis Obispo Morning Tribune, ^2 December ^903. g

, the well known 
The Peterson 

so well known to the
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referred to as 'the well known archlteoT throughout his oareer In San Luis Obispo and was certainly ‘well known" making 
an impact on the community he served for over twenty-five years.

rotsmglSLtronhe^ Obispo, The Shipsey House remains as a signlf cant example of the earlier period

and its architect, Hilamon Spencer Laird.

Developmental history/additional historic context information (if appropriate)

I September 6, 1769 when the Spanish land

awarded to them by their new government.

mmmBmmmmk-from the breakup of the large rancho tracts of land.

along the coast.

speculation fueled by the promise of good available land.

Rv the late 1880s the town had gone from adobe to wood construction and was entering an era of brick commercial 
hniWinnc that fomied an increasingly bustling downtown. Brick construction, an improvement offering more protection

r-. ’ rsonoH in Ran I ilif; ObisDo in 1888 However, it took the railroad Until 1894 to reach San Luis ObispoSsrd":sls » d°eSh:.hfgmde Ihfo fowh. Tha, was .he same yea. ,he Shipsey House was bull..

xxvi Fr Zeohvrin Engelhard!, O. F. M., Mission San Luis Obispo in the Valley of the Bears (Mission Santa Barbara, 1933) 7^ 
Paul H Kocher Mss/on San Luis Obispo de Tolosa 1772-1972 (San Luis Obispo. Blake Printing & Publishing, 1972), 27.
Kocher, Mission San Luis Obispo deTotosa 1772-1972,47. hichoH onnet

Joseph A. Carotenuti, San Luis Obispo 1850-1876 (San Luis Obispo: Privately published, 2006), 39.
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weren't felt until World War 1. the Great Depression and World War II.

ThP Hktnric Mill Street District once supported a residential community that was closely associated with the functions of

conveniently located near the courthouse.

Property History

isS|iis==^

first deed in 1870.

20, 1893 to William Shipsey.’^'"

original,.,hreeo,.ers«we^
Stable and Storage building. y _rtinn tn a frnntaae of sixty feet The lot that was split from the parcel contained

structure on a mud still (City of San Luis Obispo 2007).

The ownership of the property remained in the Shipsey family until 2008.

C Betty °B°en™ndl A.no,a,.„ Max ,o fta Hlstcnc Do— -PatMoa tor Laod Jo ,0. Oty of San Lais OO/spo’ (Prepared b, 
Bertrando & Bertrando Research Consultants for the City of San Luis Obispo, 1996), - 6.

Deed Book S;318 
Deed Book 19:232 

Sanborn Map Company 1903 
Sanborn Map Company 1926 
City of San Luis Obispo 2007

11
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Previous documentation on file (NPS):
preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been 
Requested)
previously listed in the National Register 
previously determined eligible by the National Register 
designated a National Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #-------------------
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

Primary location of additional data:
State Historic Presen/ation Office 
'other State agency

___ Federal agency
X Local government 

University
~irother - San Luis Obispo County Historical Society Archives 
Name of repository:__________________

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned):.
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property Less than one acre 
(Do not include previously listed resource acreage)

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1 10 713800 3907080
Zone Easting Northing

Zone Easting Northing

Zone Easting

Zone Easting

Northing

Northing

Verbal Boundary Description (describe the boundaries ot the property)

That part of lot six (6) in block thirty-nine (39) of the City of San Luis Obispo described as follows.

Commencing at the corner of Mill Street and Johnson Avenue and the lot runs northwesterly along the line of Johnson 
Avenue for 111 feet; from the corner southwesterly it continues for a distance of 60 feet.

Boundary Justification (explain why the boundaries were selected)

The lot is associated with the William Shipsey House.

11. Form Prepared By

Ki-jn-vQ/titio Rptdu Rfirtrando. researcher_________________ _______________

Rprtrandn & Bertrando Research Consultants date July 27, 2009

/?, niimhpr PR7 Foothil! BoulGVfird telephone 805 543-7831

Ran 1 Ilia OhiSnO state CA zip code 93405
WIIV Ul IWVVIl w»-*l 1 ^ — . -

p-mail betsvb@charter.net--------------------------------- ------------- -----------------------------------------

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

• Maps: A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. Key all

photographs to this map.

Continuation Sheets

Additional items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)
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Subl°t’Zarand descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) 

or larger. Key all photographs to the sketch map.

Name of Property: William Shipsey House 
City or Vicinity: San Luis Obispo 
County: San Luis Obispo State: CA 
Photographer: Luther Bertrando 
Date Photographed: 15 July 2009

Description of Photograph(s) and number:
1 of 4. CA_SANLUlSOBISPOCOUNTY_SHIPSEY_001.tif

View facing northwest

2 of 4. CA_SANLUISOBISPOCOUNTY_SHIPSEY_002.tif
Side of house facing southwest

3 of 4. CA_SANLUISOBISPOCOUNTY_SH:PSEY_003.tif
Rear of house facing south

4 of 4. CA_SANLUlSOBlSPOCOUNTY_SHIPSEY_004.tif
New non-contributing garage facing southwest ___________________________ _

Property Owner:

name Matthew Quaglino

street & number 643 Grove Street

city or town San Luis Obispo

telephone 805 543-0560_________

state CA zip code 93401
ciiy ur luwt i oai < uuio ----------------------------- --------------------- --------------------------
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Section number Additional Documentation Page

(Expires 5-31-2012)
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Name of Property
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___ N/A__________________________
Name of multiple listing (if applicable)

Sketch Map
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Continuation Sheet
Section number Additional Documentation Page

(Expires 5-31-2012)

William Shipsey House
Name of Property

San Luis Obispo County, CA
County and State 

N/A
Name of multiple listing (if applicable)

Historic Photographs

William Shipsey House, 1904-page 1 of 3
Mayor William Shipsey and the Board of Trustees, 1900 - page 2 of 3 
Work of Architect Hilamon Spencer Laird - page 3 of 3 

Corral de Piedra Schoolhouse, 1889 
First National Bank, 1891
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Name of multiple property listing (if applicable)

Historic Photographs Page 1 of 3

The William Shipsey House, 1904

mk'"

® »|b* ^/r^ . .{llllttyi

RESIDENCE OE WM. SHIPSEY. 
Corner Mill find Essex Streets,

San Luis Obispo Fire Department. Souvenir of San Luis Obispo. Page 60, June 1904,
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Name of multiple property listing (if applicable)

Historic Photographs Page 2 of 3

Mayor William Shipsey (fourth from the left). 1900

,p.'

m ^f*. ; •

f
mmm

: -jyf'P'W'":' mmsmsmmm
J„.» Uml Ml ...V W..I MalUifb Wiu Sni|r«iv A >1. 1-hlUi)

BOARD OF TRUSTEES. City of Sar, Luis Obispo

American Forester Review Volume 2 Number 8, page 37, San Francisco, May 1900
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Architect Hilamon Spencer Laird (examples of his other buildings referred to in the text).
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The First National Bank -1891
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The Corral de Piedra Schoolhouse -1889
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William Shipsey House
San Luis Obispo, San Luis Obispo County
Staff Evaluation

The William Shipsey House (Shipsey), constructed in 1894, was designed by local 
architect, Hilamon Spencer Laird. The property is located in San Luis Obispo’s locally- 
designed Historic Mill Street District. Shipsey House is a large, two-story, wood frame 
structure covered by a gable roof with several high-pitched cross gables. Horizontal and 
vertical stick work is extensively used throughout the exterior. Large, carved arch 
brackets support window awning. Fenestration consists of double-hung, wood sash, 
mullioned fixed pane, and fixed pane windows. The siding material consists mostly of 
eight inch redwood clapboard supplemented with other materials such as vertical bead 
board and decorative cedar shingles. The shingles are fish scale, octagon and square 
edge that have been applied in various patterns including a dental pattern below most 
windows. The gables are covered with fish scale shingles and double sunburst fans at the

lower corners.

The William Shipsey House is nominated to the National Register for listing under 
Criterion B at the local level for associations with William Shipsey, a prominent force in 
local politics and law during the late nineteenth and early twentieth century, whose work 
in various levels of government guided the city into a period of change bringing to an end 
the isolation that had preceded his participation. The property is also nominated under 
Criterion C as a good example of a Queen Anne with Eastern Stick elements designed by 
local architect Hilamon Spencer Laird and constructed by local master craftsman Joseph 
Maine. The Shipsey House reflects a period of growth and architectural development in 
San Luis Obispo, influenced by the opening of a woodworking mill capable of producing 
decorative architectural detail work, and the arrival of the Southern Pacific Railroad to the 

city in 1894, which ended the city’s isolation.

The Shipsey House is nominated on behalf of its owner. As of the date if this staff report, 
the City of San Luis Obispo has not commented on the nomination. The Shipsey House 
was previously found National Register eligible as part of a federal tax certification review. 
The National Park Service certified the rehabilitation project complied with the Secretary 
of Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation on May 15, 2009.

Staff recommends the State Historical Resources Commission determine the Shipsey 
House meets National Register Criteria B and C at the local level of significance and 
recommend the State Historic Preservation Officer approve the nomination for forwarding 
to the National Park Service for listing in the National Register.

Cynthia Toffelmier 
Historian II 
December 29, 2009



Office of Historic Preservation 

P.O. Box 942896,
Sacramento, California 94296-0001

received
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Dear Wayne & Commission,

We, the undersigned, enthusiastically endorse the nomination of the 

William Shipsey House, here in San Luis Obispo, for listing on the 

National Register of Historic Places.
For more than a century the Shipsey home remained in the family’s 

possession until sold in 2008. Its subsequent restoration and 

upgrading conforms to the highest standards asked by the Secretary 

of the Interior’s Standards for Preservation and Restoration.
Late additions (e.g. stairs ) were removed from the exterior of the 

house and a detached garage of frame and corrugated, galvanized 

ferrous sheet construction, straddling the current property line was 

replaced by a complementary frame garage, properly sited.
Inside, the historic materials used on the flooring and walls were 

uncovered, cleaned and restored to their original state.
Outside the trees have been pruned and fencing restored to that 

originally shown in old photos.
We highly recommend this properly for your consideration. 

Sincerely,

Dean E. Miller Robert ^^essely



STATE OF CALIFORNIA - THE RESOURCES AGENCY

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION
P.O. BOX 942896
SACRAMENTO, CA 94296-0001
(91 6) 653-6624 Fax: (91 6) 653-9824
calshpo@ohp.parks.ca.gov

February 8, 2010

Arnold Schwarzenegger, Governor

Ms, Carol Shull, Keeper 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 2280 
1201 1 (Eye) Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20005

Subject: Shipsey House ^ ,.x •
San Luis Obispo, San Luis Obispo County, California
National Register of Historic Places

Dear M^r^ull: -

Enclosed please find the Shipsey House nomination to the ReQ'Sjer of
cL1?omrOn Ja^n^ar^'2^2010 thTstate Historical ResoumerCommission 

unanimously found the property eligible for the National Register under Criteria B and C

at the local level of significance.

If you have any questions regarding this nomination, please contact Jay Correia of my 

staff at 916-653-9054.

Sincerely,'

Milford Wayne Donaldson, FAIA
State Historic Preservation Officer 

Enclosures


