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The Belknap House is a two story brick building with a one-story wing. The original
two story section of the building has a low-pitched gable roof with its ridge
parallel to the street. A1l openings are tall and narrow with simple stone lintels
and sills. Windows are regularly spaced except that which appears above the
left-of-center doorway. One shows what appears to be-original louvered shutters.
Side lights and a transom 1ink the doorway with the Greek Revival style. Cast

iron star clamps and simpler disc-1ike clamps appear on the side and rear walls

of the earlier part of the structure. Also, although many of them have been removed,
there is eyidence of wooden roof brackets under the eaves. Modern additions on the
exterior of this early portion are the front porch with iron posts and a rear frame
porch or storage area at the basement level. The stone foundation of the structure
has been cemented over. The original roofing material has been obscured by asphalt
shingles. The brick walls are laid in common bond with header rows appearing after
every eight stretchers. :

In the interior there is little evidence of the original wall, window, and flooring
materials and ceiling materials--window frames have been removed and replaced, the
ceilings have been lowered--but few major changes in the floor plan have been

made. Most of the fireplaces have been removed and blocked up, however. Only one
original fireplace and mantel remains.

e one story addition to the west of the main block was constructed shortly after
854. Its roof is single-pitched, however, but the windows are nearly the same in
appearance, if a bit smaller, and an interesting panelling motif in wood appears
just below: the' roof.1line on the.front. Below this one story addition is a double
garage obviously added in the,A930's or 1940's.

The Belknap House is in good condition and rests in a picturesque setting on a bluff
overlooking the Mississippi River. Its front yard is steeply sloping necessitating
the use of a steep flight of stone steps to reach the front entrance. The rear
portion of the building slopes even more steeply allowing for a more exposed view
of the basement area.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The historical importance of thig~property is clear: it was significant for being the
principal residence of General "William Worth Belknap during the most productive years of
his remarkable military and political career. Belknap, a dashing and colorful figure

of his day, derived his prominence from several sources:

(1) Civil War military service, during which he quickly rose to the rank of Major
General;

(2) Appo1ntment of cabinet rank as Secretary of War during the administration of
President U. S. Grant;

(3) Unsuccessful candidacy to the U. S. Senate in 1876, when the Iowa General Assembly
elected Governor Kirkwood to the post;

(4) I$peachment by the U. S. House of Representatives for improper conduct as Secretary
of War.

This brick and wood house was built about 1854 by William W, Be1fﬁggﬂas a residence for

him and his mother, Anna C. Be]knap, widow of Brigadier General William C. Belknap.

William W. Belknap came to Keokuk in 1852 to. pract1ce law. ., As he was born and reared in
the east and attended Princeton and Georgetown Un1vers1t1es, the rap1d1y growing community
of Keokuk looked upon him with considerable respect and admiration. He enjoyed a prominent
position among members of the Keokuk and Lee County Bar. He resided there until his
appointment in 1869 to the cabinet of President Grant. :

With the beginning of the Civil War Belknap helped organize a Tlocal m111t1a known as the
Keokuk City Rifles and rose to the position of Major in the unit. He volunteered his
services to the Union, and soon became a staff officer with the Fifteenth Iowa Volunteers.
He participated in a number of engagements, including the Battle of Atlanta where he was
cited for bravery. By the end of the Civil War he had risen to the rank of Brevet Major
General of Volunteers.

In 1869 President U. S. Grant selected General Belknap to be his Secretary of War.

General Belknap served President Grant until 1876, when he was accused of improper conduct
in office and impeached. Charged with selling army post traderships, his impeachment was
not sustained by the U. S. Senate after a lengthy trial in spite of a majority opinion of
guilt. Most of the senators who voted against impeachment declared they did so only
because they believed there was a lack of jurisdiction inasmuch as General Belknap had
resigned his office prior to the impeachment process. After impeachment General Belknap
sold his property in Keokuk and achieved moderate success practicing law in Philadelphia
and Washington.
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