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(Check One)
CONDITION L,_}@(Excellenr {7 Good [ Fair [] Deteriorated ] Ruins 3 Unexposed
(Checklg‘ne) (Check One)
[ Altered ﬁ Unaltered [J Moved j7a ¢ Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The portion of Crown Hill Cemetery nominated for inclusion. in the National
Register comprises approximately 374 acres lying about three miles north
of the center of the city and within the present.city limits. The winding
roads of the cemetery grounds lead through a natural and informal pattern
of grassy meadows and clumps of trees and shrubbery of a wide variety of
species. Near ‘the -centet of the west boundary the road ascends a low hill
of a hundred feet or more, known as Crown Hill, from which the cemetery
takes its name. The remalnder of the terrain surroundlng the hill is
generally légﬁl ground

The main entraﬁceltq the cemetery is by means of elaborate iron gates in
the three Gothic arches of the imposing gray limestone Gateway near the
middle of the east boundary.' “Just within the Gateway lies the one-story
red brick Office Building with its gray linmestone trim and tower.

About 2,000 feet west of the Gateway is situated the Chapel, an earlier
building with gray limestone walls and gray limestone vaulted main interioxn
space.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

\ R . - LT e - -~
The cemetery is significant for its landscaping,: being:an excellent

\ cxample of Romantic Landscape Design in the Olmstead traditionm.

The cemetery is also significant for the architectural nature of the
structures mentioned in Section.T. Both Gateway and Office Building

are in-the High Vietorian Gothic style of architecture; both were built
in 1885, and both are the designs of Adolf Schexrrer, an Indianapoliss
ardﬁrtéﬁt born~in'Sanct Gallen, Switzerland, and educated in Europe.

The Office‘Building i§~ﬁbteworthy as well for its rich interior ornament.

\The Chapel, buillt from 1875 to 1877, is also in the High Victorian Gothic
style. Its designer, D. A. Bohlen, was also an Indianapolis architect,
of German birth and education.” In 1917 D. A. Bohlen & Son were the archi-
tects chosen to add the apse to the Chapel. h\

The graves themselves are af great significance both to the cemetery and
to Indianapolis, for many historically important people are buried there.
At the level of national importance is the grave of*President Benjamin
Harrison, and the graves of three Vice-Presidents. In addition, after
1864 when the cemetery was dedicated, it found itself considered the
most fashionable burying ground in the community, and graves of most of
the prominent people of Indianapolis are found there N A small portion
of Crown Hill Cemetery is also a United States National Military Cemetery,
established in 1866, and containing some seven hundred graves of soldiers
of the Civil War and of subsequent wars, and of one drummer boy who died
in the American Revolution.




Nicholas, Anna, The Story of Crown Hill.

1928.

Indianapolis,

Proceedings of the Incorporator- and Directors of Crown Hill Cemetery

1863-189L4. Manuscript, at Crown Hill Cemetery Offices.
Burns, Lee, Early Architects and Builders of Indiana.

Indianapolis, 1935.

Architects (Deceased).

Withey, Henry F. and Elsie Rathburn, Biographical Dictionary of American

“Los Angeles, 1956.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National B,

of this nominajton is:
State Local
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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