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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

(object)

**The Texas, an eight wheel American type steam locomotive (4-4-0), was 
built by Danforth, Cooke and Company of Paterson, New Jersey, and placed in 
service on the Western and Atlantic Railroad in October of 1856. The 
original cost was $9,050. The locomotive has cylinders 15" in diameter and 
a stroke of 22". It was originally built to five foot gauge and with five 
drivers. v

Records are few of any changes made during the Texas' almost fifty years 
of service on the W & A Railroad and the Nashville, Chattanooga and St. Louii 
Railway. \On May 1, 1886, the gauge of the W & A was changed from five feet 
to 4' 8 and 1/2" and the gauge of the Texas was changed accordingly.^

The W & A began numbering their locomotives in 1866 and the Texas was 
assigned number 49 as it was the 49th locomotive ttf be1 'acquired by the 
Railroad. Prior to this time, locomotives were not numbered but rather 
named. About 1880, it was renumbered as No. 12 and named Cincinnati. In 
1890, after the W & A was leased by the Nashville, Chattanooga and St. Louis 
Railway, it was assigned the number 212. It remained No. 212 until taken out 
of service about 1904.

v
The Texas was virtually neglected for the next 23 years. From 1904 to 

1911 it rusted in the Atlanta railroad yards and from 1911 to 1927 it was 
subjected to weather conditions and vandals on the grounds of Grant Park. Ir 
1927 the Texas was moved into the basement of the Cyclorama Building. No 
effort was made to restore the locomotive until 1936 when it was refurbished 
to look as it did in 1860 but not actually to work.xIt remains today on 
public display in the Cyclorama Building.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Texas was built for Service on the Georgia-owned Western and 
Atlantic Railroad by Danforth, Cooke and Company of Paterson, New Jersey 
in 1856. v\ It was .one Qf the.prinqiple.locomotives in the Andrews Raid also 
known as the "Great Locomotive Chase" during the Civil War.^Continuing in 
service until 1904, it is now on display at Grant Park.

The Texas was one of three locomotives which pursued the General on 
April 12, 1862. A civilian James J. Andrews and 19 Union soldiers seized 
the General and three box cars at Big Shanty (now Kennesaw), Georgia and 
headed north toward Union lines. Their mission was to destroy the railroad 
and cut off communications from Atlanta, a major supply point for the 
Confederacy. In1 conjunction with the Raid, General Ormsby M. Mitchel was 
to move from Shelbyville, Tennessee, to Huntsville, Alabama and then on to 
attack Chattanooga. The Texas entered the chase about 34 miles north of 
Big Shanty and ran 51 miles in reverse in pursuit of the General. The 
engineer of the Texas that day was Peter James Bracken and the fireman was 
Henry Haney. When the General was abandoned by the Raiders, the Texas towed 
the damaged engine back to Ringgold.

The Texas continued to serve the Confederacy throughout the Civil War. 
It remained in service until about 1904. Prom 1904 to 1911 the Texas rusted 
in the Atlanta railroad yards. In 1911 the locomotive was presented to the 
City of Atlanta and on May 10 of that year was moved to the grounds of Grant 
Park. On March 15, 1927 the Texas was moved into the basement of the 
Cyclorama Building where it remains on exhibit.

The story of the Andrews Raid in which the Texas played such a dramatic 
role has captured the imagination of Americans. Two films recounting this 
Civil War event have been produced: "The General", starring Buster Keaton 
(considered a silent^l^jiij^tiHidmark) ; and "The Great Locomotive Chase," a 
Walt Disney
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Atlantic Railroad." Atlanta Historical Bulletin, Vol. XV, No. 1(Spring 1970) 

Kurtz, Wilbur G., "True Account or Andrew's Raid and Part Played by Texas in
Historic ffvent." A|lanta:Constitution, April 14, 1912. 

Pittenger, William, wCapturing a Locomotive." (Philadelphia: J. B. Linrtincott
and Co., 1884) : ' 

Resolution, Georgia General Assembly, Approved August 9, 1910._____
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89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
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National Register.
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