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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The block in which Walt Whitman lived is being reconsidered 
here as a district. The house is already on the Register as a 
Registered National Historic Landmark.

The block is bordered by Mickle Street, 3rd and Uth Avenues, 
and Stevens Street to the south. Most of this block, although in 
deteriorated condition,contain houses and buildings that were there 
during Whitman's stay in Camden and are vital in interpreting life 
in the area as Whitman saw it.

His house, those to either side and those on the rest of 
the block to the south are remnants of city dwellings of the late 
nineteenth century, typical row houses, two or three stories high 
with a long hallway and stairs that went up to two or three 
bedrooms. Some were built with fireplaces and some without. Most 
were constructed of brick.

Of the twenty buildings that remain in the block, only fifteen 
can be reclaimed. The others are very deteriorated.

A block plan has been attached to this nomination which 
shows the configuration of the buildings, where they are located 
on the block and generally which ones the State of New Jersey 
hopes to acquire, restore, and use in the development of a 
Walt "%itman historic district.

Presently the block is bordered by urban renewal projects 
most of which have not gotten any further than demolition. Several 
of the buildings adjacent to the Whitman House are falling apart 
and the area can only be described as an urban slum. The state 
plan hopes to turn one block into an historic, cultural, and civic 
area.
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Walt ^hitman is significant as one of the great poets of the 
nineteenth century. His house already has National Register status.

Because of the industrialization and highway building contemplated 
for this area, it is vital that the block be considered an historic 
district in order to maintain the physical appearance of the area 
as ¥hitman viewed it.

^

It is still a good example of the city row-house dwellings 
that were prevalent during the 19th century.

A master plan prepared by the Department of Environmental 
Protection has just been completed. It includes land use in the area 
for an historic house museum, other dwellings to be rented out 
for commercial or professional use in keeping with the spirit of 
the plan, open space, park, etc. The plan has a priority list, 
a cost estimate, and a development plan for the historical, 
recreational, and cultural development of the block.

A copy of the plan will be sent for examination in the considera­ 
tion of this nomination if requested. *

The entire area is on the opposite side of the Delaware River 
from the Independence Hall complex in Philadelphia and could play 
a vital role to the expected millions of visitors who will come 
to the area during the Bicentennial.

* A copy of the Walt Whitman District Plan has been included in 
Appendix M of the Preliminary Comprehensive Historic Preservation 
Plan of the State of New Jersey. This plan was delivered to 
the office of Mr. S. Sydney Bradford



Seller, Elizabeth Leavltt, Walt Whitman in Mickle Street.
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Contained in the following is a description of the dwellings on Mickle Street, 
City of Camden, which comprise the Walt Whitman Historic District,

These row houses from east to west are #332, 33°> 328 and 326. The Walt Whitman 
house is the earliest, dating from 181|8 and is the only frame building in the row. 
It originally stood independently as a detached house.

The other three remaining row houses are three story brick. #332 and 328 are 
similar and were probably built at the same time, c. l870 f s. These built on each 
side of the Walt Whitman house, forming a continuous row. At the time of the con­ 
struction of the brick row houses, the frame Walt Whitman house was altered to 
accommodate a walkway to the rear yard. For this the first floor end wall WPS removed 
and the second floor was supported by the brick wall of the added row house. These 
two brick row houses are 17 feet wide with a side hall plan. Each of the three floors 
has two windows on the front. The low pitched gable roofs have a simple bracketed 
cornice. The plan for #328 consists of a side hall with a front and rear parlor, and 
a rear wing. The front parlor has a simple white marble mantel and the room above 
has a simple wood mantel.

The third brick row house #326 was built shortly after anr1 is tied into the end 
wall of #328. It is 15 feet wide and has -hwo windows per floor. The third floor is 
incorporated in a slate mansard roof with two dormers and bracketed cornice.
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The Walt Whitman Historic District is comprised of those dwellings still extant 
after the recent urban renewal project, which eliminated most of the district as 
previously presented.

The remaining dwellings are important to the area for they are the last remanents 
of the neighborhood in which Walt Whitman lived. In fact, if the buildings adjacent 
the Walt Whitman House (a National Historic Landmark) were removed, it would leave 
the dwelling with an unnatural appearance. Also, if removed, the structural soundness 
of the Whitman House would be itself threatened.

This district is a good representative example of the typical housing of the 
l860's and 70' s, having incorporated an earlier existing frame house within the row. 
These were middle income, narrow lot, three story houses and are similar to the many 
blocks of row houses which once filled the surrounding area.
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Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary of the Walt Whitman Historic District is shown as the red line on 
the accompanying map entitled "Map of the City of Camden, New Jersey, 1976."

The nominated property occupies city lots 18, 17, 15 » 
approximately one acre in size.

in "block 67 and is

A list of property owners is as follows:

1. 332 (lot #18): T. Ray, 330 Mickle Street, Camden City, Camden County, 
New Jersey.

2. 330 (lot #17): State of New Jersey, Dept. of Environmental Protection, 
Box 1390, Trenton, Mercer County, New Jersey.

3« 328 (lot #15): State of New Jersey, Dept. of Environmental Protection, 
Box 1390, Trenton, Mercer County, New Jersey.

» 326 (lot #llj.) : name unknown, Box 692, New London, Connecticut.

U.T.M. References:
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