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Acting
The Superintendent f s*0ffice was originally erected by the Army at 
Camp A.E. Wood in 1904. It was moved to Yosemite Valley in 1906 and 
used as a residence until 1958, when it was moved back to Wawona to the 
History Center. This office, 15* x 12', is a lh story, board and batten 
structure, with a steeply pitched gable roof. The redwood roof shingles 
and board and batten siding are stained dark brown. The front facade 
features a simple porch, a four panel door, and a small 6-light window 
on the gable end. There are two casement windows on the north and south 
sides, each has 12 lights.

The justification for moving this building is written in paragraph two of 
the significance statement. It was necessary to partially dismantle the 
cabin (remove the roof) in order to get through the Wawona tunnel. Before 
reassembling the building, all materials were treated with preservatives 
and the vertical sided was restained. An indoor sprinkler system was 
the only significant alteration.

The cabin is currently undergoing approved stabilization to replace some 
rotting lower structural members. The building will be reroofed with 
shingles to match the existing ones.

An historic structures preservation,guide should be done for the cabin. 
It is on a regular maintenance schedule for the National Park Service.

."Acting Superintendent" was the official title of the military commander 
stationed in Yosemite.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The United States Army administered Yosemite National Park from 1891 until 
the designation of civilian Superintendents in 1913. This .building, the 
first headquarters office, was constructed in Camp A. E. Wood, Wawona, in 
1904 and is of local significance in conservation relating to the "Official 
maintenance or supervision of natural . . . resources."

This building is the sole remaining structure associated with the military 
tenure in Wawona. When Yosemite Valley became part of Yosemite National 
Park (1906), the increased management responsibilities determined a move 
of headquarters from Wawona to the valley floor. Several of the residences 
built by the Army in Yosemite Valley are extant there, but this original 
"office" building is the only survivor of the few structures that were 
disassembled and moved with the troops from Wawona in 1906. When the Pioneer 
Yosemite History Center was planned in the late 1950's it was deemed 
appropriate to move the original headquarters, then serving as National 
Park Service housing, back to Wawona.

Today the building has been restored ami is us _ _____,."~ as an

interpretive tool for explaining this early, important, administrative era 
in Yosemite f s history. During their tenure in Wawona, various Army Super­ 
intendents began extensive mapping and exploration of the new Yosemite 
National Park. They instituted regulations concerning cattle and sheep 
grazing, (eventually abolishing both), firearms, tools, etc., and began 
the trail building that would eventually cover over 600 miles of Yosemite 
backcountry.



Building file: Army Cabin/Yosemite Pioneer Center Interpretive Prospectus, 1957. 
Sargent, Shirley. Wawona Yesterdays.
Russell, Carl P. One Hundred Years in Yosemite rev.ed. Yosemite Natural History 

Association. 1959.
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