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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Heywood Memorial L i b r a r y B u i l d i n g , now used as a museum, i s 
a one-and-one-half storey s t r u c t u r e o£ Queen Anne s t y l e design w i t h 
an asymmetrical f l o o r plan and asymmetrical e l e v a t i o n s . The b u i l d i n g 
r i s e s from a basement of rock-faced, g r a n i t e ashlar to steeply p i t c h e d 
roofs which are covered w i t h s l a t e t i l e s and trimmed w i t h a t e r r a - c o t t a 
c r e s t i n g along the ridges. Above the basement, the b u i l d i n g i s faced 
w i t h red, pressed b r i c k and trimmed w i t h both brown sandstone and t e r r a ­
c o t t a . 

The facade i s dominated by a gabled c e n t r a l p a v i l i o n ( s l i g h t l y east 
of center) which i s flanked by a semi - octagonal bay (west) and a blank 
w a l l ( e a s t ) . The c e n t r a l p a v i l i o n i s symmetrical containing a center 
entry flanked on each side by one window and surmounted by two windows. 
The entry consists of two, p a r a l l e l oak doors surmounted by an arched 
transom o£ stained a r t glass. Set i n f r o n t of the entry i s an open 
porch, framed by b r i c k p i e r s and three e l e v a t i o n s . Granite steps provide 
access to the porch's west e l e v a t i o n , while the east and south elevations 
are blocked by panelled r a i l i n g s of sandstone. At the extrados of the 
porch's south arch are two panels of t e r r a - c o t t a bearing elaborate f o l i a t e 
decoration and two placques embossed w i t h the year i n which the b u i l d i n g ' s 
c o n s t r u c t i o n began, 1885. D i r e c t l y above the porch, pa i r e d b r i c k p i l a s t e r s 
r i s e i n two stages to a sandstone entabl a t u r e / c o r n i c e bearing the words 
"MEMORIAL BUILDING". Set between these p a i r s of p i l a s t e r s are two windows, 
each of which contains double-hung sash and an arched transom, a l l of which 
are glazed w i t h stained a r t - g l a s s . These arched windows are framed by 
b r i c k p i l a s t e r s w i t h s t y l i z e d I o n i c c a p i t a l s , b r i c k arches w i t h keystones 
and small t e r r a - c o t t a panels. Above the entablature/cornice i s a t r i a n g u ­
l a r t e r r a - c o t t a panel which occupies a p o r t i o n of the gable. This panel 
bears ornate f o l i a t e decoration and the name "LEVI HEYWOOD". The gable 
of the c e n t r a l p a v i l i o n i s trimmed w i t h a sandstone coping and a c e n t r a l 
f i n i a l at the peak of the gable. S l i g h t l y lower on the gable are two, 
smaller f i n i a l s set above the pai r e d p i l a s t e r s described above. At the 
gable's eaves are decorative blocks of carved sandstone. At the c e n t r a l 
p a v i l i o n ' s f i r s t storey are two a d d i t i o n a l windows, one set on e i t h e r side 
of the en t r y . These two windows are i d e n t i c a l ; each i s set i n an arched 
surround framed by dressed sandstone quoins. The lower p o r t i o n of each 
window contains 1/1 sash, surmounted by a semi - c i r c u l a r transom of stained 
a r t - g l a s s . 

West of the c e n t r a l p a v i l i o n i s a f i v e - s i d e d bay. A l l of the bay's 
elevations except i t s western one, contain one window each; these windows 
are i d e n t i c a l to those at the c e n t r a l p a v i l i o n ' s f i r s t storey. The bay's 
west e l e v a t i o n contains a chimney which i s bland below the bay's cornice; 
above the r o o f , the chimney decreases i n size and r i s e s from a base framed 
by sandstone v o l u t e s . Above the base the chimney i s p i l a s t e r e d and decor­
ated w i t h t e r r a - c o t t a t i l e s . 
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East of the facade's c e n t r a l p a v i l i o n i s a gable set at r i g h t 
angles to the facade. This secondary gable faces east and i s trimmed 
w i t h a coping l i k e t h a t of the c e n t r a l p a v i l i o n ' s gable. Rising 
through the peak of the secondary gable i s a chimney which i s framed 
by sandstone volutes at the roof's r i d g e ; above t h i s p o i n t the chimney 
i s p i l a s t e r e d and has decorative t e r r a - c o t t a t i l e s . The n o r t h (rear) 
e l e v a t i o n contains a rounded bay, which corresponds i n width to the 
c e n t r a l p a v i l i o n of the facade. Windows, i d e n t i c a l to those of the 
facade's f i r s t s t orey, are evenly spaced along t h i s rounded bay. A 
p o r t i o n of the no r t h e l e v a t i o n (northwest corner) i s blocked by a 10' 
square, one-storey a d d i t i o n of contemporary design. 

A l t e r a t i o n s to the b u i l d i n g ' s e x t e r i o r are minor. The o r i g i n a l 
r a i l i n g of the main entry has been removed, the parapet of the porch 
has been r e - b u i l t , and an entry has been added to the basement of the 
l i b r a r y ' s west e l e v a t i o n . 

Although the b u i l d i n g ' s i n t e r i o r has been a l t e r e d by the i n s e r t i o n 
of a mezzanine at the rear of the f i r s t storey (1963), the former l i ­
brary r e t a i n s abundant stained a r t - g l a s s ( i n c l u d i n g a dome over the 
rear bay--now blocked), o r i g i n a l oak woodwork and a l l four of i t s o r i g ­
i n a l f i r e p l a c e s . 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Levi Heywood Memorial L i b r a r y B u i l d i n g , now the Gardner Museum, 
possesses i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, s e t t i n g , m a t e r i a l s and workman­
ship; a d d i t i o n a l l y , the b u i l d i n g possesses h i s t o r i c a l associations w i t h 
the c i t y ' s leading f a m i l y of i n d u s t r i a l i s t s , who were of major importance 
i n Gardner's development. 

Begun i n 1885 and completed i n 1886, the Heywood Memorial L i b r a r y 
was designed by the r e g i o n a l l y prominent f i r m of F u l l e r and Delano of 
Worcester. The b u i l d i n g ' s f i n e carved stone, t e r r a - c o t t a panels, " f r e e 
Renaissamce" ornamentation and stained glass, remain i n t a c t and are re­
pr e s e n t a t i v e of the most s o p h i s t i c a t e d l e v e l of Queen Anne design i n Cen­
t r a l Massachusetts, Further, the b u i l d i n g ' s i n t e r i o r r e t a i n s o r i g i n a l oak 
woodwork, mantel-pieces, and stained glass, bearing only minor a l t e r a t i o n s , 

Levi Heywood, whom the b u i l d i n g memorializes, was a n a t i v e of Gardner, 
the grandson of Seth Heywood, one of the community's e a r l i e s t s e t t l e r s , 
Levi Heywood was e s p e c i a l l y important i n the development or the c i t y ' s 
chair i n d u s t r y , having introduced innovative manufacturing machinery and 
business p r a c t i c e s which helped to make chair manufacturing Gardner's most 
important i n d u s t r y , Heywood was also a c t i v e i n l o c a l p o l i t i c s , serving as 
Gardner's rep r e s e n t a t i v e to a s t a t e c o n s t i t u t i o n a l convention (1853) and 
as the c i t y ' s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e to the General Court (1871), Heywood was 
ac t i v e i n l o c a l banking and i n the establishment of r e c r e a t i o n a l parkland 
at Gardner's C r y s t a l Lake. 

Although a l i b r a r y society had e x i s t e d i n Gardner since 1841, p r i o r tc 
February 4, 1886, when the Heywood Memorial L i b r a r y was given to the c i t y 
by Calvin Heywood, Helen Greenwood and A l v i n Greenwood, Gardner had had no 
l i b r a r y b u i l d i n g . Donations f o r the f u r n i s h i n g of the Heywood L i b r a r y 
were made by Mrs. Fanny B. Heywood, Mrs. H,S, S t r a t t o n , Miss Martha W, Hey­
wood and Charles Heywood, a l l of whom also c o n t r i b u t e d to the endowment of 
a reading room. I n i t s f i r s t year of operat i o n , the Heywood L i b r a r y had 
a c i r c u l a t i o n of 12,934 books and 600 borrowers. I n i t i a l l y , supported by 
i t s endowment, the l i b r a r y experienced a severe drop i n income i n 1915 
because of f l u c t u a t i o n s i n the stock of the Heywood-Wakefield Chair Manu­
f a c t u r i n g Company; as a r e s u l t of t h i s l o s s , the l i b r a r y budget began to 
be provided out of c i t y funds and c i t y o f f i c i a l s were added to the Board 
of Trustees. U n t i l 1978, the l i b r a r y remained i n operation; a f t e r t h i s 
date the c o n s o l i d a t i o n of l i b r a r y services by the c i t y led to the c l o s i n g 
of the Heywood L i b r a r y and to the b u i l d i n g ' s re-use as the Gardner Museum. 
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
Office of the Secretary of State 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 
02108 
617-727-8470 

MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY 
Secretary of State 

September 25, 1979 

Mr. Ronald Greenberg, Acting Chief 
Registrat ion Branch 
OAHP, Heritage Conservation and 
Recreation Service 
440 G. Street NW 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

Dear Mr. Greenberg: 

Enclosed you will find the following nomination forms: 

Gardner - Levi Heywood Memorial Library 
Gardner - Jabez Partridge House 
Newton - Peirce School 

All have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been 
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. 

Sincerely, 

Christine Boulding 
Survey Director 

CB/mt 
enc. 
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LEVI HEYWOOD MEMORIAL LIBRARY 
57 CITY HALL AVENUE GARDNER, MASS. 01440 

PHONE: 617/632-5298 EST. 1884 

October 13, 1979 

Mr. Charles Herrington 
A c t i n g Keeper of the N a t i o n a l Register 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

Dear Mr. Herrington: 

Thank you f o r your recent correspondence concerning the possible 
i n c l u s i o n of the Levi HeyT^rood Memorial B u i l d i n g i n the Na t i o n a l 
Register of H i s t o r i c Places. The Trustees o± tTie L e v i Heywood 
Memorial L i b r a r y A s s o c i a t i o n , owners of the s t r u c t u r e , welcome the 
op p o r t u n i t y to have t h i s f i n e b u i l d i n g l i s t e d i n the Register. 

I t i s the wish of the Trustees t h a t the b u i l d i n g , i f nominated, 
be l i s t e d as the L e v i Heywood Memorial B u i l d i n g , which i s the 
o f f i c i a l t i t l e of the s t r u c t u r e carved i n stone on the b u i l d i n g ' s 
facade. We wish t h a t the w o r d ' l i b r a r y ' be deleted from the 
r e g i s t e r e d t i t l e so t h a t there w i l l be no confusion w i t h the 
present L e v i He3Awood Memorial L i b r a r y . 

The 28 Pearl S t r e e t f a c i l i t y f o r m e r l y served as t h i s c i t y ' s l i b r a r y 
but i s now the home of the Gardner Museum, Inc. and i s also used 
as the meeting place f o r h i s t o r i c a l groups. 

We s i n c e r e l y hope t h a t t h i s request i n no way impedes the i n c l u s i o n 
of t h i s d i s t i n g u i s h e d s t r u c t u r e i n the Na t i o n a l Register of 
H i s t o r i c Places. 

Thank you. 

Robert L . Rice 
D i r e c t o r 

IMUMECT 
CONSOLIDATE 

CENTRAL MASSACHUSETTS REGIONAL LIBRARY SYSTEM 
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Partridge, Jahez, Homestead 

Heywood, Levi, Jleriiorial Library Building 

Peirce School 

Gardner 

Worcester County 

Gardner 

Worcester County 

Newton 
Middlesex County 

Also N o t i f i e d 

Honorable Paul G. Tsongas 

Honorable Edward M. Kennedy 
Honorable Robert F. Drinan 
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Boston, Massachusetts 02108 


