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The Heywood Memorial Library Building, now used as a nuseum i s
a one-and-one-half storey structure of Queen Anne style design with
an asymmetrical floor plan and asymmetrical elevations. The building
rises from a basement of rock-faced, granite ashlar tosteeply pitched
roofs which arecovered with slate tiles andtrimmed with a terra-cotta
cresting along theridges. Above t hebasement, thebuilding 1 s faced
with red, pressed brick and trimmed with both brown sandstone and terra-
cotta.

The facade i sdomnated by a gabled central pavilion (slightly east
of center) which i1 sflanked by a sem - octagonal bay (west) and a bl ank
wall (east). The central pavilion i ssymmetrical containing a center
entry flanked on each side by one wi ndow and surmounted by two wi ndows.
The entry consists of two, parallel oak doors surmounted by an arched
transom of stained art glass. Set i nfront of theentry i san open
porch, framed by brick piers and three elevations. Granite steps provide
access totheporch's west elevation, while theeast and south elevations
are blocked by panelled railings of sandstone. At theextrados of the
porch's south arch aretwopanels of terra-cotta bearing elaborate foliate
decoration and two placques enbossed with theyear in which the building's
construction began, 1885. Directly above t heporch, paired brick pilasters
rise i ntwo stages t oa sandstone entablature/cornice bearing thewords
"MEMOR AL BUI LDING'. Set between these pairs of pilasters aretwo wi ndows,
each of which contains double-hung sash and an arched transom al | of whicF
are glazed with stained art-glass. These arched wi ndows are framed by
brick pilasters with stylized lonic capitals, brick arches with keystones
and small terra-cotta panels. Above theentablature/cornice i sa triangu-
lar terra-cotta panel which occupies a portion of thegable. This panel
bears ornate foliate decoration and t hename "LEVI HEW@OID'. The gable
of thecentral pavilion i strimmed with a sandstone coping and a central
finial at thepeak of thegable. Slightly lower on thegable are two,
smaller finials set above t hepaired pilasters described above. At the
gable's eaves aredecorative blocks of carved sandstone. At the central
pavilion's first storey aretwo additional w ndows, one set on either side
of theentry. These two wi ndows areidentical; each i sseti nan arched
surround framed by dressed sandstone quoins. The |lower portion of each
wi ndow contains 1/1 sash, surmounted by a sem - circular transom of stained
art-glass.

West of thecentral pavilion i sa five-sided bay. Al'l of thebay's
el evations except its western one, contain one wi ndow each; these w ndows
are identical tothose at thecentral pavilion's first storey. The bay's
west elevation contains a chimey which i sbland below t hebay's cornice;
above t heroof, thechimey decreases i nsize andrises from a base framed
by sandstone vol utes. Above t hebase t hechimey i spilastered and decor-
ated with terra-cotta tiles.
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East of the facade's central pavilion i s a gable set at right
angles tothe facade. This secondary gable faces east and i s trimmed
with a coping like that of thecentral pavilion's gable. Rising
through t he peak of the secondary gable i s a chimey which i s framed
by sandstone volutes at theroof's ridge;, above this point the chimey
s pilastered and has decorative terra-cotta tiles. The north (rear)
el evation contains a rounded bay, which corresponds i nwidth to the
central pavilion of the facade. Wndows, identical tothose ofthe
facade's first storey, areevenly spaced along this rounded bay. A
portion of thenorth elevation (northwest corner) i sblocked by a 10
square, one-storey addition of contemporary design.

Alterations tothebuilding's exterior aremnor. The original
railing of themin entry has been renmoved, t heparapet of the porch
has been re-built, and an entry has been added t ot he basenent ofthe
library's west elevation.

Al though thebuilding's interior has been altered by the insertion
of a mezzanine at therear of thefirst storey (1963), theformerl i -
brary retains abundant stained art-glass (including a done over t he
rear bay--now bl ocked), original oak woodwork and al | four of itsorig-
inal fireplaces.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Levi Heywood Menorial Library Building, now t he Gardner Miuseum
possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials and workman-
ship; additionally, thebuilding possesses historical associations with
the city's leading famly of industrialists, who were of major importance
in Gardner's devel opment.

Begun i n 1885 and completed i n 1886, t he Heywood Memorial Library
was designed by theregionally promnent firm of Fuller and Del ano of
Worcester. The building's fine carved stone, terra-cotta panels, "free
Renai ssance" ornamentation and stained glass, remain intact and are re-
presentative of thenost sophisticated |evel of Queen Anne design i n Cen-
tral Massachusetts, Further, thebuilding's interior retains original oak
woodwor k, mantel -pieces, and stained glass, bearing only mnor alterations,

Levi Heywood, whomt he building memorializes, was a native of Gardner,
the grandson of Seth Heywood, one of the comunity's earliest settlers,
Levi Heywood was especially important i nthe development or thecity's
chair industry, having introduced innovative manufacturing machinery and
business practices which helped to make chair manufacturing Gardner's nost
I mportant industry, Heywood was also active i nlocal politics, serving as
Gardner's representative to a state constitutional convention (1853) and
as thecity's representative tothe General Court (1871), Heywood was
active i nlocal banking and i nthe establishment of recreational parkland
at Gardner's Crystal Lake.

Al though a library society had existed i nGardner since 1841, prior tc
February 4, 1886, when t he Heywood Memorial Library was given tothe city
by Calvin Heywood, Helen G eenwood and Alvin G eenwood, Gardner had had no
l'ibrary building. Donations forthefurnishing of the Heywood Library
were made by Ms. Fanny B. Heywood, Mrs. HS Stratton, Mss Martha W Hey-
wood and Charles Heywood, al |l of whomalso contributed tothe endowrent of
a reading room Initsfirst year of operation, the Heywood Library had
a circulationof 12,934 books and 600 borrowers. Initially, supported by
its endowment, the library experienced a severe drop i nincone i n1915
because of fluctuations i nthe stock of the Heywood-Wakefield Chair Manu-
facturing Conpany; as a result of this loss, thelibrary budget beganto
be provided out of city funds and city officials were added to the Board
of Trustees. Until 1978, thelibrary remained i noperation; after this
date the consolidation of library services by thecity I edtothe closing
of the Heywood Library and to thebuilding's re-use as the Gardner Miuseum
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
iiiiiiimi Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 WashingtonhStreet
Boston, Massachusetts
HISTORICAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

September 25, 1979

Mr. Ronald Greenberg, Acting Chief
Registration Branch

OAHP, Heritage Conservation and
Recreation Service

440 G. Street W

Véshi ngton, DC 20243

Dear M. G eenberg:

Encl osed youwill find thefollow ng nomnation forns:
Gardner - Levi Heywood Menorial Library

Gardner - Jabez Partridge House

Newton - Peirce School

All have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer.

Sincerely,

Christine Boul di ng
Survey Director

@An
enc.
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LEVI HEYWOOD MEMORIAL LIBRARY

57 CITY HALL AVENUE GARDNER, MASS. 01440
PHONE: 617/632-5298 EST. 1884

Oct ober 13, 1979

M. Charles Herrington
Acting Keeper of theNational Register
Washi ngton, DC 20243

Dear M. Herrington:

Thank you f or your recent correspondence concerning the possible
inclusion of thelevi HyT*rood Memorial Building i nthe National
Register of Historic Places. The Trustees ox tTie Levi Heywood
Memorial Library Association, owners of thestructure, welcome the
opportunity tohave this fine building listed i nthe Register.

It I sthewi sh of the Trustees that thebuilding, i f nom nated,
be listed as thelevi Heywood Memorial Building, which i s the
official title of thestructure carved i nstone on thebuilding's
facade. V¢ wish that theword' library' be deleted fromthe
registered title so that there will be no confusion withthe
present Levi He3Awod Memorial Library.

The 28 Pearl Street facility formerly served as this city's library
but i snow t he hone of t he Gardner Museum I nc. and i salso used
as themeeting place forhistorical groups.

Ve sincerely hope that this request i nno way inpedes theinclusion
of this distinguished structure i ntheNational Register of
Historic Places.

Thank you.

Robert L. Rice
Director

IMUMECT
CONSOLIDATE

CENTRAL MASSACHUSETTS REGIONAL LIBRARY SYSTEM
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