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The Puritan House (1810) i slocated i ndowntown Gl oucester Center at the corner
of Main and Washington Streets. |ts main facade faces G oucester Harbor and t he
rear extension stretches up thehill on Washington Street. The Puritan House

is situated near thecomercial district, although i t i sseparated fromi tby

a vacant | ot and a nunber of intrusions.

The principal section of thebuilding facing Main Street i sfour stories with a
six-bay facade. The building is brick and sits on a granite foundation which is . e
nearly a full story i nheight. The central doorway on Main Street i sarched
(originally with fanlight) as i sanother entryway on Washington Street. The roof

of themin section i sahip roof and has two brick chimeys. There aredentils

at t heeaves. "ACAN

The rear portion of thebuilding (also built i n1810) provides additional hotel
rooms and echoes t hetreatment of themain section. This part of thebuilding

is also brick, buti sonly three stories. Another addition on thenortheast side
of thebuilding was built around 1905 and i sof wood construction.

h theinterior, themin lobby i sapproached by a staiirway leading fromthe

Main Street entrance. The nost striking feature of thelobby i s thewinding
staircase which goes tothethird floor. Just off thelobby ontheeast side of

the building i sa roomapproximtely 20 feet by 30 feet which has a nicely appointed
marble fireplace. O theWashington Street side of thelobby i sanother room

with twobrick fireplaces at either end of t hewest wall.

The fl oors above are dividedintoroons used for lodginginthe old inn. Mst -
of the original noldingandwainscoting survives and many of the roons have . 'h!

el egant fireplaces with carved mantels. .-

At the present time thePuritan House i sunoccupied, although preservation work
is nowin progress. The windows areboarded, but theoriginal shutters are stored
in theattic for future replacement on thefacade. Although rmuch work needst o

be done on t hebuilding, it has been found t obe structurally sound, and its reha-
bilitation will prove tobenefit greatly thedowtown area of G oucester.
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The Puritan House i ssignificant as one of thefirst brick buildings i nG oucester
and as thefirst hotel i nthecomunity. Standing on a prom nent spot overlooking
Gl oucester's inner harbor, thePuritan House (Tappan's Hotel or Atlantic House asi t
was first known) was certainlythenost inpressive hotel i nthevicinity at thetime
of itsconstruction. Wth forty-five rooms for guests, i thadthecapacity t o serve
acity tentimes thesize of thelittle fishing village of G oucester. Therefore,
its erection was no small source of amazement t ot heinhabitants there.

Wen t he Puritan House was huilt, there were only two brick structures i ntown — a
fort-keeper's house at thefort point and an ol d gunhouse on High Street. The new
four-story hotel became t henost significant brick building i nthearea and a fore-
runner of thebrick commercial buildings which followed on Main Street. The Puritan
House was one of t hefewhbuildings t oescape a disastrous fire of 1830.

The hotel was built by Colonel Janes Tappan of New Hanpshire. Tappan was a school
teacher, one of whose students was Daniel Webster. Tappan enployed a large force of
workers t oexcavate t hefoundation, during which a solid |edge was encountered. The
task of cutting through this rock brought about such added expense that Tappan was
forced t oborrow noney t o conplete t he venture.

In thelate nineteenth century thehotel was owned by John Mason, a surveyor of Cape
Ann. Both Tappan and Mason served as representatives fromthearea tothe State
Legislature.

ne of t hefamous occupants of t hehotel was W nsl ow Honer who stayed there i n 1873.
In the nineteenth century most of theimortant social functions of thecomunity were
held i nthelarge building.
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