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Ihe North Village HistoricDistrict islocated along [lain Street, onenile north
of the center of the tam of Lancaster, Massachxjsetts. |tisiaarural area and
has asmall green at the eastemendof the district. The historic district
is rou™ly defined geogrthi cally by the Nashua River on the west, the Ponakin
River onthe north, asmll brook onthe south andaseries of hills onthe east.

| Vénty-two bui | dings conprise the district: twenty-one private residences and
a forner tavemthat has been divided into apartnents. Wth the exception of
three houses, al | the dwellings wit Mn the district were built before 1900,
giving the area astrong nineteenth century character. |lhe size and style

of the houses vary, but they have nany unifying characteristics, including

wood frame construction, clapboard siding, raultiple-panedw nders, and
shutters. Several houses within the historic district, vAiich are representative
of the group as awhole, are asfollows:

| he Captain John Bennetti House (17), located at 1A46 North Main Street, was built
in 1717 andis the ol dest house i nthe district. |tis atwstory hoxjse, witha
ridge roof andcentral chi nne%/. Six over nine w ndcws and a central doorway form
the syimetrical facade. |he house i s covered with clapboard andpainted dark red.
Alarge twostory wing adjoins the left side*of the rear of the house.

| he Maj or Jacob Fisher House (20), bxrLlt in 1794, stands i n the center of the
district, at 1368 North Main Street. |tis atwostory, Federal stylebrick resi-
dence. Ihe facade of the house is Smiietrical and conposed of five bays. | he
centrally located door has adelicate fanli*t andis sheltered by a Federal style
portico. Ihe roof of the house is hipped andpierced by four large set-in
chiimeys. Atwostory ell extends fromthe east side of the house. Ihe ell is
nade up of five bays, with fanlight w ndows |ocated in the east and west bays

of the second story.

I he Sanigl Wlder House (2), btiilt in 1800, is located at 1 Qtis Street. Itis a one

and one-half story structure, with aridge roof pierced by three dorners. Shuttered,

two over twosash w ndows and a central doorway conopose the five bay facade of the

house. Anearly onestory addition at the rear of the hoijse bl ends wel | with the

glri gli(nalh structxare andgives it a saltbox appearance. |he house i s painted red with
ack shutters.

I he John Haskel | House (22), located at 1272 North Main Street, was built in 1835.

It is atwoandone-half story Geek Revival dvvellin?. I'tssynraetrical facadeis

of five bays, with floor Iength wndows anda central door onthe first floor. I he
door is flanked b?/ sideli™ts. Sinple pilastersdefine the coners and an entabl ature
encircles the roofline. Aonestory pordi, sigjportedby seven Doric colunxis protects
thotle frolnlt arrllddeast sides of the house. Fromits east side extends a onestory el |

and small shed.
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fteeks Village Historic District

The Arthur Lovely Store (15), 1929, is a onestory ridge roof structure with
a gable facing the street. Attached to the northwestern comer is a small,
sgare hipped roof wng.

The Arthur Lovely House (16), 1920, is a one and a hal f story ganbrel roofed
structure. The facade has a center entry andis three bays wide. Attached
to the sides of the main house are one s.tory encl osed porches

These structures are not outstanding architecturally, but_the% are a definite
part of the North Village. They are the last structures i nthe northwestem

%nd of the village before the natural boundary of the village at the Nashua
ver.
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lhe North Village Historic District i safine exanple of arural nineteenth
century village and forns asignificant architectural tmt.

—COMMUNITY PLANNING
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—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT
—INDUSTRY
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lhe area v*ere thevillage is\located was first settled i n1717, viien Captain

John Bennett bxjilt his hone (#7) at thewest endof tlie village.

For nany years

his hone was tdeonly housewithin thevillage area andat varioijs tinmes served as

aninn, tavemandlater (after 18X),

1800, Ihion Village,
by 1860, al | but sixof the houses within tdiedistrict had been h*Alt.

About

astation for theundergrotnd railroad.
as the area was then called, began togrowrapidly and

Duringt he

nineteenth centnjry, it was athriving connunity, supporting atanery, store, madiine

shop, inn, tavemand ot her smal | busi nesses. ( _
nunerous ot her smal | villages i nNewEngland, has lost its small businesses and has

becone a qvn.et residential area.

Ihe architectural Ville
fromthe age andunified character of the biaildings.
al | tde residences were huilt before 1900.

within thedistrict, _ ' .
designs incorporated various Federal and Geek Revival details.

Today, however. North Village,

like

significance of the North Village Historic District i s derived
Except for three houses

| heir vemacul ar

| he houses vary

in size and desi %n, but areunified by their connonbuilding materials and setting.
a

| his architectur

a fine exanpl e of anineteenth century conmunity.

uni.t:y, conplinented by itsrural setting, nakes North Village
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Commencing at t henortheast corner of the-district, theboundary line runs west
along thenorth property line of Otis Street, across Otis Street, thence west
along therear property lines of thehouses onthenorth side of North Main Street,
to theNashua River. At theNashua River, theboundary line turns south along
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boundary lines of the houses on the south, side of North Main Street to 1272
North Main Street. There i tcrosses North Main Street and runs along the
sout heastern boundary line of 1257 North Main Street. At the rear property
line of 1257 North Main Street, the district boundary turns north, northeast
and returnsto the northeast corner of the district.

List of propertiesinthe district.

Benj am n Morse House, 1785 and reconstructed i n 1823, 1257 North Main Street
Samuel W | der House, c. 1800, 1 Otis Street
Loui se Chickering Private School, 1892, 9 Otis Street
Josiah Billings House, c. 1800, 27 Otis Streets
John Townsend House, c. 1800, Buttonwood Lane
Thonas Howe House, 1809, 1317 North Main Street
Fisher's Inn, c. 1810, 1331 North Main Street
John Taylor Goddard House, 1895, 1357 North Main Street
Levina Cutting House, 1915, 1361 North Main Street
. Abraham Mal | ard House, 1806, 1371 North Main Street
Charles Bridge House, 1810, 1379 North Main Street
Jacob Fisher, Jr. House, 1817, 1387 North Main Street
EphraimCarter Fisher House, 1825, 1427 North Main Street
John Goodwin House, c. 1800, 1449 North Main Street
. Arthur Lovely Store, 1929, 1459 North Main Street
. Arthur Lovely House, 1920, 1475 North Main Street
Captain John Bennett House, 1717, 1446 North Main Street
Mbses Stowe House, 1416 North Main Street
Thomas Jones House, 1834, 1408 North Main Street
Maj or Jacob Fisher House, 1794, 1368 North Main Street
North Village Hose House, 1888, 1334 North Miin Street
John Haskel| House, 1835, 1272 North Main Street
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o ) CArthur Lovely
7. Original owner (if known) jiQ*cua.n-Lay.eKdi.g:a

Original use_ Dwelling
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates
8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian

Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

This house was built on land that was part of a larger piece of land
which was ov/ned by John Sprague on which #B36 was built some time
before 1800.

This area.was known as Union Village and was a flourishing little
communijry in the 1700 and 1800's.

This home ad the Lovely family were significant in the building of the Village,

Arthur and Phoebe Lovely built this hore that sits back from the road in 1920,
He was a carpenter and he farmed the land. He carried school children as far
as the Brick Tavem six miles avay in his Democrat wagon. Later when he worked
at the old Viscoloid (now DuPont) in Leominster, his wife helped with farming
and the running of tlie little store that they built nearer the street.

Owners o
Korman Laverdiere 1963 Bk. 471-19/35

Anthony F. Dziokonski 1970 Dk. 5022/116

.Lorraine R. Dzimkonski (VJidow) 1976

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)

Assessor's Records
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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 1 XAN
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

Wh  Lanna-~tfirj I-faBsachusetts
ress North I"ain Street'

fne Arthiir Lovely Store

sent use  Duelling

sent owner Hay.Al M. Thomas
cription:
1222
Source Registry of Deeds - Worcester
le 20th Century
c hitect Unknoi-jn
erior wall fabricWood, green clapboard
Outbuildings (describe) None
Other features 1-storey; hip and ridge roof;

2 chimneys; ving on left sidej front entrance
swith closed~in porch? vTxndows are

irregular.
| Altered Yes Date
°
Moved' No Date

5. Lot sizez ' kQOOO sg, ft.

R EC E I V E D One acre or less Over one acre X

Approximate frontage 61;,92 f t .

, COCT 06 1976 Approximate  distance of building from  street
MASS. HIST. COMM. A2 Tt

DO NOT WRITE INTHIS SPACE 6. Recorded by Phy!}"is A Farnsworth

USGS Quadrant

Organization Lancaster Historical Com™oission
MHC Photo no.
Date October 1976

(over)

5M 2- 75- R061465



7, Original owner (if known) Arthur Lovelv
Original use Village Store and gas station
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates Hame

8, Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)
This is one of the few later homes that were added amongst the earlier homes
in the historic North Village,

Haity Stilphen bought the land from Harold T, Lowe in 19il9. Thiw was a small
portion of tha land that was owned by much earlier families.

In 1929, Arthur and Phoebe Lovely built the main part of this building as a store

and gas station. |t was helpful to the people in the village, as they stocked
canned goods and other useful itraes vtien transportation was more difficult than,
it iff\today,

10; Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)

Assessor's Records,
Wrcester County Courthouse—Registry of Deeds - Wrcester, M
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B2l i
B25
BC79a

B26
B27

B29
B30
B30a
B30b

B31

B32
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335

B36
B36a

B36b

B37

B39
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North Villare District

House nane, OTner ' smTie, and address

Benj am n Morse House; M. Raynond Harris; 12$? No,.Min St.
Sarnuel V/ilder House; M. Ms. Wlfred Misan; 1 Gtis St.
Loui se Chickerinrj Private SchooljM. & Ms. John Foster;

9 Cis St.
Josiah Billings House; M. j-lrs. Thonas Morris; 27 Otis St.

John Tov/ nsend House; M. ¢« Ms. John Burgoyne; 1 Buttonwood
Lane

Thomas Howe House; Ms. Mary Brierly; 131? No. MainSt.
Fisher's Inn; M. £ Ms. Janes Ford; 1331 No. MainSt.

John Goddard House; M. Jaiaes Ford; 1357 Hbo. MainSt.

Levina Cutting House; M. &Ms. Reuben VJi*-son; 1361 M.
i-lain St.
Abraham Mal | ard House; Ms.' Margaret Schurmacher; 1371 M.

Main St .
Charles Bridge House; Mr. fr Mrs. -Mitchell Monahan; 1379 Mo.
Main St.

Jacob Fisher, Jr. House; Mr. v Mrs. John .McLaughlin; 137
No. -Man St.

E Carter Fisher House, M. Ms. '.-later Veo; | U27 No.
Mai n St .
John Goodwi n House; , M. Janes ZMans; ihh? No. '«lan St

Arthur Lovely Store; Ms. Hazel M Thonas; ihS? No. .'lainSt.
Estate;

Arthur Lovely House) Ms.' LorraineR -Dziokonski/ 1hl$ No,

Main St.

Capt. John Bennett House; M. tMs. Roger Smth; 1U 6 No,

Main St .

Moses Stowe House; Mr. & Mrs. Norrnan Trepanier; 11416 No,

Main St,

Tho.nas Jones House; Mr. & Mrs. Richard Neroni; 1U08 No,
Mai n St ,

Maj or Jacob Fi sher House; :ir. M s, John, . Dedecko; 1360 M,
Mai n St ,
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21 B t2a North Village Hose House; M. S-lrso Vlillia-n Vattes;
133U No. MainSt.;

22 B21 John Haskel | House; M's. Paul Finnerty; 1272 No. Mwvin St,
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6" Syj'eial T

PAUL GUZzI

Novenfoer 30, 1976

The National Register of Historic Places
Office of Archeology andHistoric Preservation
National Park Service

US Departnent of the Interior

Washi ngton, DC 20240

Attn: WIIiamLebovich
Dear Bill:

Encl osed is a continuation sheet for the North Village Historic District,
Lancaster, Massachusetts National Register nomnation form It briefly
describes buildings 15 and 16, the Arthur Lovely Store and the Arthur
Lovely House. | talso includes arationale for their inclusionin the
district. For your informationl have enclosed photocopies of our state
survey of the structures,

| hope that this is of some assistance t o you. Please advise us of your
of fice's decisionconcerning their inclusion inthe district. | fyouhave
any questions or require any additional material, please contact ne.

Sincerely

Joseph R Orfant
National Register Editor
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

JRJ edh
enc.
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ARCHITECTURAL STYLE:

architecV/m.builder: engineer:
landscape/garden designer: artist/artisan:
interior decorator: builder/contractor:

ETHNIC GROUP:
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events
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DATES: DATE - GNSTRUCTTON  (Specific date or /4 of century): ~ ) ~  ~ n AN
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SIGNIFICANCE»(maximum two sentences)



