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DESCRIPTION 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Ihe North Village Historic District is located along llain Street, one nile north 
of the center of the tam of Lancaster, Massachxjsetts. I t is ia a rural area and 
has a small green at the eastem end of the district. The historic district 
is rou^ly defined geographically by the Nashua River on the west, the Ponakin 
River on the north, a small brook on the south and a series of h i l l s on the east. 

IWenty-two buildings conprise the district: twenty-one private residences and 
a former tavem that has been divided into apartments. With the exception of 
three houses, a l l the dwellings witMn the district were built before 1900, 
giving the area a strong nineteenth century character. Ihe size and style 
of the houses vary, but they have many unifying characteristics, including 
wood frame construction, clapboard siding, raultiple-paned winders, and 
shutters. Several houses within the historic district, vAiich are representative 
of the group as a whole, are as follows: 

Ihe Captain John Bennetti House (17), located at 1A46 North Main Street, was built 
in 1717 and is the oldest house in the district. I t is a two story hoxjse, with a 
ridge roof and central chinney. Six over nine windcws and a central doorway form 
the syimietrical facade. Ihe house is covered with clapboard and painted dark red. 
A large two story wing adjoins the l e f t side*of the rear of the house. 

Ihe Major Jacob Fisher House (20), bxrLlt in 1794, stands i n the center of the 
district, at 1368 North Main Street. I t is a two story, Federal style brick resi­
dence. Ihe facade of the house is S3miiietrical and conposed of five bays. Ihe 
centrally located door has a delicate f a n l i ^ t and is sheltered by a Federal style 
portico. Ihe roof of the house is hipped and pierced by four large set-in 
chiimeys. A two story e l l extends from the east side of the house. Ihe e l l is 
made up of five bays, with fanlight windows located in the east and west bays 
of the second story. 

Ihe SamLgl Wilder House (2), b t i i l t in 1800, is located at 1 Otis Street. I t is a one 
and one-half story structure, with a ridge roof pierced by three dormers. Shuttered, 
two over two sash windows and a central doorway conopose the five bay facade of the 
house. An early one story addition at the rear of the hoijse blends well with the 
original structxare and gives i t a saltbox appearance. Ihe house is painted red with 
black shutters. 

Ihe John Haskell House (22), located at 1272 North Main Street, was built in 1835. 
I t is a two and one-half story Greek Revival dwelling. Its synraetrical facade is 
of five bays, with floor length windows and a central door on the f i r s t floor. Ihe 
door is flanked by s i d e l i ^ t s . Sinple pilasters define the comers and an entablature 
encircles the roofline. A one story pordi, siqjported by seven Doric colunxis protects 
the front and east sides of the house. From i t s east side extends a one story e l l 
and small shed. 
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fteeks Village Historic District 

The Arthur Lovely Store (15), 1929, is a one story ridge roof structure with 
a gable facing the street. Attached to the northwestern comer is a small, 
sqare hipped roof wing. 

The Arthur Lovely House (16), 1920, is a one and a half story gambrel roofed 
structure. The facade has a center entry and is three bays wide. Attached 
to the sides of the main house are one s.tory enclosed porches 

These structures are not outstanding architecturally, but they are a definite 
part of the North Village. They are the last structures in the northwestem 
end of the village before the natural boundary of the village at the Nashua 
River. 
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—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Ihe North Village Historic District is a fine exanple of a rural nineteenth 
century village and forms a significant architectural tmit. 

Ihe area v^ere the village is\located was f i r s t settled in 1717, viien Captain 
John Bennett bxjilt his hone (#7) at the west end of tlie village. For many years 
his hone was t±ie only house within the village area and at varioijs times served as 
an inn, tavem and later (after 18X), a station for the undergrotnd railroad. 
About 1800, Ihion Village, as the area was then called, began to grow rapidly and 
by 1860, a l l but six of the houses within t±ie district had been h^Alt. During the 
nineteenth centnjry, i t was a thriving conmunity, supporting a tamery, store, madiine 
shop, inn, tavem and other small businesses. Today, however. North Village, like 
nunerous other small villages in New England, has lost i t s small businesses and has 
become a qvn.et residential area. 

Ihe architectural significance of the North Village Historic District is derived 
from the age and unified character of the biaildings. Except for three houses 
within the district, a l l t±ie residences were built before 1900. Iheir vemacular 
designs incorporated various Federal and Greek Revival details. Ihe houses vary 
in size and design, but are unified by their conmon building materials and setting. 
Ihis architectural uni.t:y, conplimented by i t s rural setting, makes North Village 
a fine example of a nineteenth century conmunity. 
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boundary lines of the houses on the south, side of North Main Street to 1272 
North Main Street. There i t crosses North Main Street and runs along the 
southeastern boundary l i n e of 1257 North Main Street. At the rear property 
l i n e of 1257 North Main Street, the d i s t r i c t boundary turns north, northeast 
and returns to the northeast corner of the d i s t r i c t . 

L i s t of properties i n the d i s t r i c t . 

1. Benjamin Morse House, 1785 and reconstructed i n 1823, 1257 North Main Street 
2. Samuel Wilder House, c. 1800, 1 Otis Street 
3. Louise Chickering Private School, 1892, 9 Otis Street 
4. Josiah B i l l i n g s House, c. 1800, 27 Otis Streets 
5. John Townsend House, c. 1800, Buttonwood Lane 
6. Thomas Howe House, 1809, 1317 North Main Street 
7. Fisher's Inn, c. 1810, 1331 North Main Street 
8. John Taylor Goddard House, 1895, 1357 North Main Street 
9. Levina Cutting House, 1915, 1361 North Main Street 
10. Abraham Mallard House, 1806, 1371 North Main Street 
11. Charles Bridge House, 1810, 1379 North Main Street 
12. Jacob Fisher, J r . House, 1817, 1387 North Main Street 
13. Ephraim Carter Fisher House, 1825, 1427 North Main Street 
14. John Goodwin House, c. 1800, 1449 North Main Street 
15. Arthur Lovely Store, 1929, 1459 North Main Street 
16. Arthur Lovely House, 1920, 1475 North Main Street 
17. Captain John Bennett House, 1717, 1446 North Main Street 
18. Moses Stowe House, 1416 North Main Street 
19. Thomas Jones House, 1834, 1408 North Main Street 
20. Major Jacob Fisher House, 1794, 1368 North Main Street 
21. North Village Hose House, 1888, 1334 North Main Street 
22. John Haskell House, 1835, 1272 North Main Street 





Arthur Lovely  
7. Original owner (if known) jiQ^cua.n-Lay.e.Kdi.ej:a 

Original use_ D w e l l i n g 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

Th i s house was b u i l t on land t h a t was p a r t o f a l a r g e r p iece o f l and 
which was ov/ned by John Sprague on which #B36 was b u i l t some t ime 
b e f o r e 1800. 

Th i s area.was known as Union V i l l a g e and was a f l o u r i s h i n g l i t t l e 
communijry i n the 1700 and l 8 0 0 ' s . 

This home emd the Lovely family were s ignif icant i n the building of the Vil lage, 

Arthur and Phoebe Lovely b u i l t th is home that s i ts back from the road i n 1920, 
He was a carpenter and he farmed the land. He carried school children as f a r 
as the Brick Tavem six miles away in his Democrat wagon. Later when he worked 
at the old Viscoloid (now DuPont) i n Leominster, his wife helped with farming 
and the running of tlie l i t t l e store that they b u i l t nearer the street. 
Owners •. ' 
Korman Lave rd i e r e I963 Bk. 4^1-19/35 
Anthony F. Dz iokonsk i 1970 Dk. 5022/116 

. L o r r a i n e R. Dzimkonski (VJidow) 1976 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

Assessor ' s Records 



B36a 1 
F O R M B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

In Arean^o". Form no. 

1 XA -̂

(Wn Lanna.-^tfirj I-faBsachusetts  

ress North l^lain St reet ' 

f n e Ar th i i r Lovely Store 

sent use Duel l ing 

I 
I • 

RECEIVED 
, OCT 0 6 1976 

MASS. HIST. COMM. 

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 
USGS Quadrant 

MHC Photo no. 

(over) 

sent owner Hay.^l M. Thomas 

cription: 

1222 

Source Registry o f Deeds - Worcester 

le 20th Century 

c hitect Unknoi-jn 

e r io r wall fabric Wood, green clapboard 

Outbuildings (describe) None 

Other features 1-storey; h ip and r idge r o o f ; 
2 chimneys; v ing on l e f t s ide j f r o n t entrance 
•with closed~in porch? vTxndows are 
i r r e g u l a r . 

Altered_ 

Moved' 

Yes 

No 

Date 

Date 

5. Lot size: ' kQOOO sq, f t . 

One acre or less Over one acre x 

Approximate frontage 61;, 92 f t . 

Approximate distance of building from street  

.12 f t . }^ 

Phy!}^is A. Farnsworth 6. Recorded by_ 

Organization Lancaster H i s t o r i c a l Com^oission 

Date October 1976 

5M-2-75-R061465 



Arthur Lovelv 7, Original owner (if known) 

Original use V i l l a g e Store and gas s t a t i on 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates Home 

8, Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Mil i tary 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

This i s one of the few l a t e r homes tha t were added amongst the e a r l i e r homes 
i n the h i s t o r i c North V i l l a g e , 

Ha i ty St i lphen bought the land from Harold T, Lowe i n 19il9. Thiw was a small 
p o r t i o n o f tha land tha t was owned by much e a r l i e r f a m i l i e s . 

I n 1929, Arthur and Phoebe Lovely b u i l t the main pa r t o f t h i s b u i l d i n g as a store 
and gas s t a t i o n . I t was h e l p f u l to the people i n the v i l l a g e , as they stocked 
canned goods and other u se fu l itraes vtien t ranspor ta t ion was more d i f f i c u l t than , 
i t i f f \ today, . 

10; Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

Assessor's Records, 
Worcester County Courthouse—Registry of Deeds - Worcester, M, 
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Lancaster, ?:as5• ' ' 'l^PI  
North Villare D i s t r i c t 

ilHC Inventory 
Sketch i'lap /- # House name, OTmer's na.Tie, and address 

1 B2li Benjamin Morse House; Mr. Raymond Harris; 12$? No,.Main St. 

2 B25 Sarnuel V/ilder House; Mr. Mrs. Wilfred Moisan; 1 Otis St. 

3 BC79a , Louise Chickerinrj Private SchooljMr. & Mrs. John Foster; 

9 Otis St. 

It B26 Josiah Billings House; Mr. j-Irs. Thonas Morris; 27 Otis St. 

5 B27 John Tov/nsend House; Mr. •'-c Mrs. John Burgoyne; 1 Buttonwood 

Lane 

6 B29 ^ Thomas Howe House; Mrs. Mary Brierly; 131? No. Main St. 

7 B30 Fisher's Inn; Mr. £c Mrs. James Ford; 1331 No. Main St. 

8 B30a John Goddard House; Mr. Jaiaes Ford; 1357 Ho. Main St. 

9 B30b Levina Cutting House; Mr. & Mrs. Reuben VJî -son; 136I Mo. 
i-Iain St. 

10 B31 Abraham Mallard House; Ms.'Margaret Schumacher; 1371 Mo. 
Main St. 

11 B32 Charles Bridge House; Mr. f'r Mrs. -Mitchell Monahan; 1379 Mo. 
Main St. 

12 B33 Jacob Fisher, J r . House; Mr. .v Mrs. John .McLaughlin; 13^7 
No. -Main St . 

13 335 E. Carter Fisher House; Mr. Mrs. '.-/alter Veo; lU27 No. 

Main St. 

lU B36 John Goodwin House; , Mr. James Ẑ /ans; ihh? No. '•lain St 

15 B36a Arthur Lovely Store; Mrs. Hazel M. Thomas; ihS? No. .'Iain St. 
Estate; 

16 B36b Arthur Lovely House) Mrs.' Lorraine R.-Dziokonski/ l h l$ No, 
Main St. ' 

17 B37 Capt. John Bennett House; Mr. 'c Mrs. Roger Smith; lU;6 No, 
Main St. 

18 B39 Moses Stowe House; Mr. & Mrs. Norrnan Trepanier; II4I6 No, 
Main St , 

19 BJ4O Tho.nas Jones House; Mr. & Mrs. Richard Neroni; IU08 No, 
Main St, 

20 BU2 Major Jacob Fisher House; :ir. Mrs, John,.Dedecko; I360 Mo, 
Main St, 
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21 Blt2a North Village Hose House; Mr. .'-!rs. V/illia.-n Vattes; 
133U No. Main St.; 

22 B21 John Haskell House; Mrs. Paul Finnerty; 1272 No. Ma.in St, 
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P A U L G U Z Z I 

Novenfcer 30, 1976 

The National Register of Historic Places 
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Attn: William Lebovich 

Dear B i l l : 

Enclosed is a continuation sheet for the North Village Historic D i s t r i c t , 
Lancaster, Massachusetts National Register nomination form. I t b r i e f l y 
describes buildings 15 and 16, the Arthur Lovely Store and the Arthur 
Lovely House. I t also includes a rationale for their inclusion i n the 
d i s t r i c t . For your information I have enclosed photocopies of our state 
survey of the structures, 

I hope that this is of some assistance to you. Please advise us of your 
office's decision concerning their inclusion i n the d i s t r i c t . I f you have 
any questions or require any additional material, please contact me. 

Sincerely 

Joseph R. Orfant 
National Register Editor 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

JRO/edh 
enc. 
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Date Entered NOV 2 3 1977 

Name 

Horth Village Historic Dlstriet 

Location 

Cllntcm vicinity 
Worcester County 

Also Notified 
Hon. Edward W. Brooke 

ilon. Edxmrd M. Ketnnedy 
Hon. Edward f . Boland 

Regional Director, North Atlantic 
Region 

880 Mott/js 11/28/77 

Stattt Bistorle Presezvatlon Officer 
Mrs. Elisabeth R. Asiadon 
Executive Director, Massachosetta 

Historical Conmiiasion 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 021(^ 
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_ L A w / G o v ' t / p o l i t i C S —SCIENCE 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POLITIC&GOVERNMENT 

**oldcst'-' YES NO ) 

entertainment 
hea l th 
recreation 

— s o c i A t / H U M A N i T A R i A N ; j i s e 1 1 1 e m o n t 

s o c i o / c u l t u r a l 
—TRANSPORTATION urban & commun 
—OTHER isPECifY) p lanning 

o n l y Y E S NO 



ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: 

architecV/m.builder: engineer: 

landscape/garden designer: artist/artisan: 

interior decorator: builder/contractor: 

ETHNIC GROUP: 

NAMES; pw ŝonal Crp^-f^.^ j a ( ^ . l§S4/vv% 
(label role 

& 
appropriate date) 

events  

institutional 

D A T E S : DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century) : ̂ ) ^ ~ | ^ ''̂  ̂  

DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS: I ' S ^ C ^ ~ '̂̂ ''̂  '̂ 1 

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S): 

(OF NOMINATION) PRIVATE STATE ' LOCAL GOV"T MUNICIPAL COUNTY S O U R C E : 

A C R E A G E , (to nearest tenth of an acre) j 

C O M M E N T S : (include architectural information here) 

SlGNIFICANCE»(maximum two sentences) 


