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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Central NewBedford Historic District i slocated between and has conti guous
boundaries with two established historic districts, the NewBedford Historic
District (NL andlocal) tothe east and the County Street Historic District (NR

to thewest. |t contains approximately ei ?hty bui I di ngs, nost of which arein
comercial or institutional use. Classical revival designs predomnate, especially
for the institutional buildi n?s, and granite, marble, [imestone, various colored
(brick and cast stone are the tavoredbuilding materials. Despite dense devel opnent,
none of the buildings i snorethan five stories i nheight. ere i s noopen
parkland within the district although arecently createdmal| on Purchase Street and
various other street inprovenents such as trees and benches have greatl|y enhanced
the area for pedestrians. There are relatively fewintrusions within the district;
the major ones are the Merchant's Bank drive-in addition (#52-345) at the coner of
Purchase Street and Mechanic's Lane, aMster Donut (#52-283) at the coner of

Lhion and Sixth Streets and Qur Lady's Chapel (#82-290) on Pleasant Street.

Sone of the key buildings are descri bed bel ow

Located at the northem end of the district, the NewBedford Post Office (#52-148,
phot o #1% I s anonunental neo-classical structure designed i n 1915 by Gscar
Venderoth. Facing east on Pleasant Street, this rectangular plan structure occupies
its entire block. Its facade i s screened by an |onic col onnade carrying a

severe entabl ature which i s continuedaround the building. The flat roof which

l()enlcl osesdt he Post Office i spierced by a hipped monitor/cupol aand nasked by a

al ust rade.

The Renaissance Revival City Hall (#52-220, photo #2), originally constructedin
1885-86 and again i n 1908. |t presently appears as athree-story structure with
BrQJ ecting rear wngs, enclosed b%/. alow hipped roof. |t isconstructed of red
rick with browstone quoins, architraves, stringcourses and entablature. Floor
levels are differentiated by wndowtreatnent: those of the first floor are round
arched and recessed, those of the second are pedinented and those of the thirdare
smaller attic lights. Ihe symretrical facade i s organi zed aroung a projecting

pedi nented entrance pavillion,

Facing the City Hall across Pleasant Street isthe Duff Building (#52-229, photo #3
and 4), a Fomanesque Revival commercial bl ock designed i n1889. Risingtoa
four-story hgight, the u-shaped Duff Building i s enclosed by aflat roof whichis
nasked by a solid parapet. The major design elements of this asymmetrical brick
and sandstone buil di nﬂ are concentratedat the arched entry and at the arched
openings of the fourth story.

The Free Public Library (#52-279, photo #6) stands di rectlr across Wlliam Street
fromthe City Hall and diagonally across fromthe Duff Bui din%. This cntiform
plan Geek Revival structure was designed i n 1838-39 by Russel | Vrren. The nost
promnent design elements of this granite ashlar building areits Doric tenple
front and sinple entabl ature which encircles the building.

(conti nued)
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The Registry of Deeds (#52-265, photo #5) which faces t he rear elevation of the
library across Sixth Street, was designed i n 1908-10 by Sanuel Hunt i n a Neo-
classical style. This brick building rises twostories froma granite plinthand

| i mest one basenent t oaprojecting, mdillion com ce and solidparapet. I ts
symetrical facade i s organized around a projecting pedinented pavillion which
contains the pedimented entry. Thetrim including quoins, lintels andsills are
| i mest one.

The Standard Times Building (#52-286), at the comer of I\feirket atnd Pl easant Streets,
is afive story, classicallyinspired officebuilding. |t was designed i n 1894 by
Peabody and Steans andis facedwith yellowbrick andterra cotta trim I ts
rusticated ground floor contains round arched openings for both wi ndows and doors.

The horizontallity of this building i sstrongly reinforced bythe use of stringcourses
at each floor level.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Central New Bedford Historic District possesses integrity of design, setting,

material s, and workmanship, and represents the affluence which acconpani ed tum of-t he-
century NewBedford' s boomng textile industry. Asthe center of comwercial and civic
activities since the third quarter of the nineteenth century, this area has necessarily
played akeyroleinthe formtion of nodemNawBedford. Despite suseptability of
Qiiinmercial areas to change. NewBedford s center is relatively unaltered and contains

a nunber of architecturally significant buildings designed in avariety of late ninteenth
century styles.

Bedford Village was originally settled in 1640while still apart of the neighboring
Town of Dartrmouth. |t remained anagricultural community until the 1760's when i t
began to develop as amajbr whaling port. Fom1870 through the 1850's, NewBedford
led the country inthe anount of whaling revenues gathered andits waterfront (east
of this district) grewaccordingly. VHenthe discovery of oil in Pennsylvaniain
1857 led to the decline of the NewEngl and whaling industry. NewBedford did not experi-
ence an economc recession as other ports |ike Nantucket did. Rather, the textile

i ndustry which had begun i nthe 1840's began to expand rapidly and the city becane
even nore prosperous. During this period business activities began to nove west, up
and away fromthe sea. Capital amassed by the textile industry was reinvested in the
new y conm ssi oned bui | di ngs whi ch characterize Central NewBedford today.

In general, there were two peak periods of devel opment. The first period, circa
1890, extended fromAcushnet Avenue to Pleasant Street andincorporated the nore
classical andomate buildings exenplified by the NewBedford Institution for Savings
Rak Bui | ding, the Qddfellows Building (Duff Building), the Standard Tines' buildings
(includes ol d Boys A ub) and others. The second period, circa 1910, extended from

Pl easant Street west along Union Street. Building styles becane nore nodemand | ess
el aborate in decor. Interspersed withinthese twobasic divisionsare exanples of
Tiuch ol der buildings built prior tothe 1880's, such as the City Hall, the Library,
the Tucker Ant hon?/ Building (6th Street), the Converse Photo Building (6th Streets/
and others, aswell as structures built inthe 1920's andearly 30's.

Two of the earliest buildings inthe Central business district, the present City Hall
and the Library building, are anong the nost inportant. Both were begun inthe md-
nineteenth century but were expanded i nthe early twentieth century, the period of
greatest significance for this district. The Geek Revival Library buildi ng, designed
In 1838-39 by Russel| Vérren, originally served as the town hall. Vkenthe present
Renai ssance Revival City Hall was erected onthe | ot across Wlliam Street in 1856-57,
sone of the town admnistrative officeswere relocated onthe first floor whilethe
l'ibrary, chartered in 1852, occupied the upper floors. @dven apernanent hone, the
NewBedford Free Library becane one of the earliest libraries inthe country to be

) (conti nued)
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open t othe public.

In 1906 t he ol d Town Hall was guttedby fire. |t was decided at that timeto
enlarge the building across thestreet and consolidatecity govemment there.
Several Boston firms bidonthis job, but the design of local architect Samuel

C Hunt was chosen. At the same time, the Town Hall building was rehabilitated
by another local architect, Nathaniel C Smth, toserve as thelibrary. Two
other major buildings inthe district arethe Registry of Deeds, designed i n 1908
by Samuel Hunt, and the Post Office, designed in 1913 by Gscar Vénder ot h.

The Central New Bedford Historic District continues toserve inits original
capacity as civic and comrercial center today. Neglected during nuch of the
twentieth century (after the decline of the textile industry) it iscurrently
the focus of city revitalization efforts.
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Boundary Justification

The boundaries of the Central NewBedford Historic District were
selected toincludethe institutional and commercial core of the
city. The western boundary is contiguous with that of the County
Street Historic District (NR. Theeastern boundary is contiguous
with the NewBedford Historic District (NHL-1ocal). The northern
boundary was defined by an urban renewal area. e sout hern boun-
dary was drawn t oexclude anarea characterizedby residential use
and parking |ots.






Phot ograph No. 11
O ynmpia Tower, Mdel of new bldg
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| NTRUSI ONS. Central New Bedford Historic District

Total nunber of buildings i nthe district: 79 (%)
Total nunber of intrusions i nthe district: 10

Ratio of intrusions conpared t o number of buildings:

Pl at Lot
46 259 New Engl and Tel ephone 9 South Sixth Street
47 1 New Bedford Institution For Savings (Drive-1n)
Adj acent Main Office 174 Union Street
47 5 Franklin W Hatch 140 Union Street
52 212 Jol'ly Blue Whale 673 Pleasant Street
52 269 Bunny Restaurant 277 Union Street

52 280 First National Bank of New Bedford (Drive-1n)

Adjacent toMain Office Corner Market & North Sixth Street

52 283

Mi ster Donut 231 Union Street
52 290

Qur Lady's Chapel 596 Pl easant Street
52 295

Sout heastern Bank & Trust 572 Pl easant Street
52 345

Bay Bank/ Merchants- (Drive-1In) Adj acent Main Office
12-14 Mechanics Lane
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Pl at

46

Lot
17

18

19

21

22

23

24

26

27

28

29

31

32

33

34

37

38

Nane
Jeffrey L, & Sharon F. Silva

First Federal Savings & Loan Assoc,
of Attleboro, I nc,

Harold M Jr, 5 Helen G Cooper
Harold M Jr, & Helen G Cooper
First Federal Savings & Loan Assoc,
of Attleboro, I nc.

T. &0. Realty, Inc.

Sol onon & Jean Schei nman

T. &0. Realty, Inc.

Panec Realty Trust, James E &
Patricia J. MKenna

Zeiterion Realty Corp,

SigMdttun Bakeriesl nc,

The Sout heastern Advertising

Agency, | nc,

The Sout heastern Advertising
Agency, | nc,

| , Morton Zeitz & Harry Zeifz
Jacques Realty Corp.

Jacques Realty Corp,

County of Bristol

W nokoor Realty Corp.

The New Bedford Morris Plan Co., Inc,

8 1980
Addr ess

108 Hi oh St ,
V/ areham M,

278 Union St ,
New Bedford, Ma 02740

212 Hawt horn St .
New Bedford, Ma 02740

/l 212 Hawthorn St.
New Bedford, Ma. 02740

, 278 Uni on St .
New Bedford, M 02740

93 Spring St.
New Bedf ord, M 02740

41 Burns St .
New Bedford, Ma 02740

1793 Spring St.
New Bedford, M 02740

286 Union St .
New Bedford, Ma 02740

674 Purchase St .
New Bedford, Ma 02740

250 Uni on St .
New Bedford, My, 02740

244 Union St ,
New Bedford, My, 02740

tI3 So, Sixth St ,
New Bedf ord, My, 02740

674 Purchase St ,
New Bedford, M, 02770

222 Union St.
New Bedf ord, Ma 02740

1122 Uni on St .
New Bedford, Ma. 02740

Bristol County Commi ssioners
Court St .
Taunt on, M,

169 Reed St .
New Bedf ord, Ma 02770

206 Union St .
New Bedford, M 02740

O/\
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Pl at

46

47

52

Lot
39

40

41

43

64

70-

184

185

259

264

13

45

47

206

65

81

Nane
Gorin Storesl nc,

Gorin Storesl nc.

Gorin Storeslnc,

Gorin Storesl nc,

New Bedford Young Vénen's Christian Assoc,
New Bedford Young Monen's Christian Assoc,
Panec Realty Trust, James E &

Patricia J. MKenna

Est her Shapiro

Lillian R & Foster R Hernman
Smth Office Equipnent Co., | nc.
New Bedford Institution f or Savings
Al bert A & Harry | . Golub

Mal colm W Frasier

City of New Bedford

Zeiterion Realty Corp.

Zeiterion Realty Corp.

New Bedford Institution for Savings

New Bedf ord Housing Authority

New Bedf ord Housing Authority

Addr ess

1B2 Union St .

New Bedf ord,

/182 Union St .

New Bedf ord,

M.

M.

,-182 Union St .

New Bedf ord,

r-IS2 Uni on St .

New Bedf or d,

66 Spring St.

New Bedf or d,

)'66 Spring St
New Bedf ord,

,.286 Union St .

New Bedf ord,

318 Hawt horn
New Bedf ord,

558 Pl easant
New Bedf or d,

230 Union St .

New Bedf or d,

174 Union St .

New Bedf ord,

704 Pur chase
New Bedf ord,

134 Page St .
New Bedf ord,

M.

M.

M.

St .
M.

St.
M.
M.
M.

St.
M.

Ma.

133 Wlliam St.

New Bedf ord,

New Bedf ord,

iN 674 Purchase St .
Mb.

New Bedf ord,

,, 174 Uni on St .

New Bedf ord,

M.

r-674 Purchase St.
M.

M.

flB 8 19

02740

02740

02740

02740

02740

02740

02740

02740

02740

02740

02740

02740

02740

02740

02740

02740

02740

134 So. Second St ,

New Bedf ord,

M,

02740

'134 So. Second St .

New Bedf ord,

M.

02740
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Pl at
52

Lot
101

150

153

154

156

159

160

1/\

210

212

220

224

226

227

228

229

231

263

Nane
New Bedf ord Redevel opnent Authority

Charles P. Horton c/oPeter T. Gargas

M . Royal Realty, Inc.

M . Royal Realty, Inc.

Historic Ventures, | nc,

New Bedf ord Redevel opment Authority

New Bedf ord Redevel opnent Authority

Gerodo Real ty Trust

CGerado Realty Trust

City of New Bedford

City of New Bedford

M . Royal Realty Inc.

Jimmy Connors Tavern, | nc.

Merchants National Bank of New Bedford

Merchants National Bank of New Bedford

Merchants National Bank of New Bedford

Carlotta D MKee

Merchants National Bank of New Bedford

Oliver Prescott Jr., Raynond MLeod

Page 3 of 7

FE8 8 1980

Addr ess
21 So. Sixth St.
New Bedford, Ma 02740

749 Purchase St .
New Bedf ord, Ma. 02740

888 Purchase St .
New Bedf ord, Ma. 02740

888 Purchase St .
New Bedf ord, Ma. 02740

608 Pl easant St .
New Bedf ord, Ma. 02740

i2l So. Sixth St.
New Bedford, Mi 02740

V21 So. Sixth St.

New Bedford, M 02740

22 Tarkiln Hill Rd.
New Bedford, Ma. 02740

f22 Tarkiln Hill Rd.

New Bedford, M 02740

133 WlliamSt.
New Bedf ord, Ma 02740
133 WlliamSt.

New Bedford, M 02740

888 Purchase St .
New Bedf ord, My, 02740

17 Mechani cs Lane
New Bedf ord, M. 0.2740

95 Wlliam St.
New Bedf ord, Ma. 02740

95 Wlliam St.
New Bedf ord, Ma. 02740

95 WlliamSt.
New Bedf ord, Ma. 02740

225 Wst BEnd Ave.
New Yor k, New York

95 WIlliamSt,
New Bedford, M 02740

13 No. Sixth St.
New Bedford, Ma 02740
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Pl at
52

Lot
264

265

269

270

271

272

273

274

275

276

277

278

279

280

281

282

283

284

285

Nane

O toway Newspapers, | nc,

The County of Bristol

Don H Leuna

.Otaway Newspapers, | nc,

Paul ine A Desjardins

O taway Newspapers, | nc,

Citizens Credit Union

O taway Newspapers, | nc.

De Violf Properties, Inc.

First National Bank of New Bedford

First National Bank of New Bedford

Cecile B Zeitz & Fisher Abram
Morton | .

City of New Bedford

The First Safe Deposit Nation Bank of

New Bedf ord

O taway Newspapers, | nc.

CGeorge T. Hellyer

Janes E Connors Jr,

The First Safe Deposit National Bank of

New Bedf ord

O taway Newspapers, | nc,

Page 4 of 7 I9Q g "o

Addr ess

555 Pl easant St.

New Bedf ord, WM. 02740
Bristol County Conm ssioner
Court St.

Taunt on, M

277 Union St .
New Bedford, Ma 02740

555 Pl easant St.
New Bedf ord, Ma. 02740

10 Park Pl ace
New Bedf ord, Ma. 02740

555 Pl easant St.
New Bedford, Ma. 02740

271 Union St.

New Bedford, M 02740
555 Pl easant St.

New Bedford, M 02740
261 Union St.

New Bedf ord, Ma. 02740

P QO Box 06
New Bedf ord, Ma. 02740

P QO Box (06
New Bedford, M, 02740

Zeitz (trustee) c/oState Theater 674 Purchase St ,

New Bedf ord, M 02740

133 WlliamSt.
New Bedford, M 02740

P QO Box (06
New Bedford, Mi 02740

555 Pl easant St .
New Bedford, Ma. 02740

12 No. Sixth St .
New Bedf ord, M 02740

15 Shawwt St .
Now Bedf ord, Ma. 02740

P Q Box (06
New Bedf ord, Mb. 02740

555 Pl easant St .
New Bedf ord, M, 02740



52

53

Page 5 of 7
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Lot
286

237

289

290

292

294

295

297

298

299

300

331

340

345

346

359'

372

29

30

Nane
O taway Newspapers, | nc,

O taway Newspapers, | nc.

Foster R Hernman

Order of Friars Mnor of the Province of
the Most Holy Nane

New Bedford Five Cents Savings Bank
Sout heastern Bank & Trust Co,

Sout heastern Bank & Trust Co.

Robert J, Saltmarsh

Foster R & Lillian R Herman

Peter T, Gargas

Charles P. Horton c/oPeter T, Gargas
Charles S Ashley & Sons, Inc.
Foster R Hernman

Merchants National Bank

Merchants National Bank

The Keystone Building of New Bedford, Inc,

Citizens Credit Union

Antone & Evelyn F. Mello

MDonal d' s Cor poration

AB 8 1990

Addr e ss

555 Pl easant St.
NMw Bedford, M. 02740

555 Pl easant St.
New Bedf ord, Ma. 02740

558 Pl easant St.
New Bedford, Ma. 02740

596 Pl easant St.
New Bedford, M 02740

791 Purehase St.
New Bedf ord, Ma 02740

572 Pl easant St.
New Bedford, M 02740

572 Pl easant St.
New Bedf ord, M 02740

771 Purchase St.
New Bedf ord, Ma. 02740

558 Pl easant St.

N New Bedford, Ma. 02740

749 Pur chase St.
New Bedf ord, Ma 02740

749 Purchase St.
New Bedford, M 02740

11 No, Sixth St.
New Bedford, Ma. 02740

f/55S Pl easant St.
New Bedford, M 02740

95 WlliamSt,
New Bedf ord, My, 02740

95 WlliamSt.
New Bedford, Ma 02740

197 Union St .
New Bedford, M 02740

271 Union St .
New Bedford, M 02740

11 Pilgrim Ave.
Fai rhaven, My 02719

Box 66207 AMF O Hare
Chi cago, 111. 60666
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Pl at
53

Lot
35

36

43

45

73

75

77

78

79

80

81

82

83

84

121

*122

123

124

125

126

Nane
A ynpi a Associates Trust

Housi ng 70 Corp.

A ynpia Associates Trust

New Bedford Redevel opment Authority

Sout heastern Bank & Trust Co.

Carol Realtyl nc,

H Realty Corp, c/o Sheldon Friedland

McDonal d' s Corp.
McDonal d' s Cor p.
O iver Prescott Jr. c/o Julius

Li pson

Merchants National Bank of New
Bedf ord
Carol Realtyl nc.

G bbs V. Bray;, S S Kresge (o.
International Hdqtrs. attn. Real
Estate Dept.

N P. Hayes Co, Inc.

Bliss Realty Associates

Bliss Realty Associates

Bliss Realty Associates

Bliss Realty Associates

Bliss Realty Associates

Bliss Realty Associates

Page 6 of 7

HB 8 19

Addr ess

888 Purchase St .
New Bedford, M 02740

488 Pl easant St .
New Bedford, M 02740

888 Purchase St .
New Bedford, Ma 02740

21 South Sixth St.
New Bedford, Ma 02740

572 Pl easant St.
New Bedford, My 02740

318 HawtiTorn St.
New Bedford, Ma 02740

13 South Sixth St .
New Bedford, Mr 02740

Box 66207 AMF O Hare
Chicago, 111. 60666

Box 66207 AMF O Hare
Chi cago, 111. 60666

836 Purchase St .
New Bedford, M 02740

824 Purchase St .
New Bedford, My 02740

318 Hawt horn St.
New Bedford, Ma 02740

3100 W Bi g Beaver Rd.
Troy, Mchigan 48084

65 WlliamSt.
New Bedford, Mb. 02740

410 Union Trust Bldg.
Provi dence, R. 1. 02904

410 Whion Trust Bl dg.
Provi dence, R. 1. 02904

410 Union Trust Bl dg.
Provi dence, R. 1. 02904

410 Union Trust Bldg.
Provi dence, R. 1. 02904

410 Union Trust Bldg.
Provi dence, R. 1. 02904

410 Union Trust Bldg.
Provi dence, R. 1. 02904



4. OMR @ FROERTY - cont .

Pl at Lot
53 128

129

130

131

132

133

134

136

137

138

210

221

224

228

Nane
G bbs V. Bray c/oKenneth V, Ashley

City of New Bedford

City of NewBedford

Davi d Todreas

Bristol Realty (o, (Lessee)
Housi ng 70 Cor p,

Ralph E & Beatricel, Horary
Lupo' s Associates, Inc.

Robert Quintin, Trust," Ronald J,
Quintin

Robert & Jennie Xifaras

Wal e Furniture Mart I nc,

Carol Realty Inc,

M, Royal Realty Inc,
Merchants National Bank of New

Bedf or d

Lupo' s Associ ates, |Inc,

Page 7 of 7
g pgg 3 1980

Addr ess

Mendel | R,
Rochester, My, 02770

133 WlliamSt,
New Bedford, My, 02740

133 WlliamSt.
Naw Bedf ord, M 02740

91 Lovett St,
Beverly, M,

131 StateSt,
Boston, My, 02109

483 Pl easant St
Naw Bedf ord, My, 02740

12 Skyline Dr,
No, Dartmouth, My, 02747

363 Acushnet Ave,
New Bedf ord, My, 02740

31 Atlas St,
Fai rhaven, M, 02719

343 Acushnet Ave,
New Bedf ord, My, 02740

85 Coggeshal | St
New Bedf ord, My, 02740

318 Hawt horn St ,
New Bedf ord, My, 02740

888 Purchase St ,
Naw Bedf ord, My, 02740

9 WIlliamSt,
Naw Bedf ord, My, 02740

363 Acushnet Ave,
New Bedf ord, Mw 02740



4. OMER GF PRCPERTY

Pl at Lot
46 71

12

73

74

203

209

Nane
Lester Palestine (2/3)

Oscar E Epstein(1l/3)

Lester Palestine (2/3)

Oscar E. Epstein(1l/3)

New Bedford, Gas & Edison

Li ght Conpany

New Bedford, Gas & Edison

Li ght Conpany

New Bedford, Gas & Edison

Li ght Conpany
Al bion B. Stone

HB 818

Addr ess
375 Park Ave.
New York, NYY.

271 Maple St .
New Bedford, Mass.

375 Park Ave.
New York, NY.

271 Maple St.
New Bedford, Mass.

675 Mass Ave.
Canbri dge Mass.

675 Mass Ave.
Canbri dge, Mass.

675 Mass Ave.
Canbri dge, Mass.

158 Union St .

New Bedford, M\ 02740
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Uniteci States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

MID-ATLANTIC REGION
M3 SOUTH THIRD STREET

IN RBWF REFEN TO, PHILADELPHIA. PA. 19106 .
Arthur D Ullian, General Partner MAR O hm
A ynpi a Tower

Bost on | nvest nent ana Devel oprent  Gonpany
151 Trenont Street
Boston, W 02111

Dear M. Ullian:
PBOEKTY: New Bedford Gas ard Edi son Light Q. Building, 693 Purchase Street
New Bedf ord, M\

GNTHL NNMER  0296- 82- M 82- 0293
TAPAYER S ZZENTT H CATTON NLMBER 04- 2610577

Ve have reviewed the "Historic Preservation Certification Application - Kirt
2" for the above property and have found that the rehabilitation does not
conformwith the Secretaryof thelnterior's "Staudards for Rdiabilitation-"
The prc™xDsed rehabilitation does not conformwith the followi ng Standards:

STAADADND 2

The distinguishing original qualities or character of abuildin(]}, structure,
or site andits environnent shall not be destroyed. The renoval or
alteration of any historic material or distinctive architectural features
shoul d be avoi ded when possi bl e.

STANDARD NO. 9

Conteirporary design for alterations and additions to existing properties
shall not be discouraged when such alterations and additions do not destroy
significant historical, ardiitectural or cultural matericd, and such design
is cottpatible with the size, scale, color, material, and character of the
property, neighborhood or environment.

The New Bedford Gas and Edison Light Company Building is a 4-stoty limestone
building with attached 1-story garage and attached 1-2 1/2 story brick rear
buildings. It is located in the Central Nev Bedford Historic District, which is
significant as a collection of 19th and 20th century commercial and
institutional buildings oomprising the central business district. The first
story of the main building has large round arched window and dDor openings that
are a dominant feature of the building's design. The arched openings are
continued in the I-story main facade of the attached garage, unifying it with
the high-style architectural character ot the main building.

The proposed rehabilitation of the building includes ctemolition of all bJt the
main facade of the attached garage structure, all of tyB rear buildings, and the
construction of a large aidition.



The denolition would result inthe loss of historic fabric and the loss of the
differentiation in scale between the garage and the main building. The garage
structure, originally supportive infunction and clearly secondary in size,
woul d be replaced with a nuch |arger building rising three stories above, and
therefore dDm nating, the original main building. Furthernore, removal of the
doocs and door transons would create voids inthe facade, altering its planar
character. These proposed alterations of the original qualities and character
of the building and it senvironment violate Standards #2 and #9.

The proposed aSdition is also inoonpatiblew th the historic district. The
National Register Historic District nomnation docunents the district as having
few intrusions and states that "despite dense devel opnent, none of the buildings
is nore than five stories inheight." |1t is apparent that the proposed addition
will be madi |arger than irost of the district's significant buildingsand close
in sizeto the largest buildingsinthe district. Althou” ccnpatible in
materials and color, the size and scale of the proposed addition i s incompatible

with the character of the property, neighborhood, and environment, and violates
Standard 19.

In order to neet the "Standards,” an addition smaller in size and prom nence
coul d be considered oonpatible with the original building and the historic
"district. More historic fabric, including the front facade w ndow and transom
sash and the side facade, should also be retainedinorder to maintain the
character of the garage structure. Both of these objectives oould be adiieved
by recessing an addition of smaller size and scale fuizxher back from the nain
facade of the garage structure.

This project therefore does not qualify as a "certified rehabilitation" for
purposes of § 2124 of the Tax ReformAct of 1976, 8 701 (f)and 315 of the
Revenue Act of 1978, nor 8§ 212 and 214 of the Econom c Recovery Tax Act of _
1981, ard is exenJt frcmthe historic preservation provisions of the Act which
ajply to "certified rdiabilitations.”

W bave enclosed a copy of the US Departnment of the Interior's regulations
that outline in Section 1208.10 the process for appealing this decision. Should
you wish to enter an “peal, please comment by letter to Chief Hearing Officer,
Preservation Assistance Division, National Park Service, Washington, DC 20240,
addressing the concerns raised inour letter and including any additional
factors related to the project that you feel deserve consideration.

Shoul d you have any questions regarding our review of your application, or the
appeal s orocess, please feel free to contact M. Lee Qirney of this office at
(215) 597-2284.

Si ncej D5l y,

Regi onal Director

Encl osure

cc: I're/l-A\SO
M SilX



United Srates Department of the Interior

HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SEKVi-:E
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

IN REPLY REFER TQ 661

mA]SH)

Dear Property Oaner:

The property you ow is located in" a historic district that has been
nom nated for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.
The National Register is the government's official list of historic
buildings and other cultural resources worthy of preservation. This
nom nation is pending in our office.

I[f your property is depreciable and the district is listed in the
National Register, there are certain benefits and provisions of the
Tax Reform Act of 1976 that nmay apply to you. & are enclosing

information about this law and a general descriptionof the National
Regi ster program

Soon we will be considering whether the district should be listed,
using as our guidelines the "Criteria for Evaluation" show in the
enclosed material. |f you wish to comment on whether the district

should be listed, we would be pleased to hear from you. Send your
comments within 30 days of the date of this letter to ne, Carol D
Shull, Acting Keeper of the National Register, Heritage Conservation
and Recreation Service, Department of the Interior, Pension Building,
440 G Street, NW, Washi ngton, DC 20243 (Attn: NM. Pl ease
include the nane of the district (as shown on the address label on
this letter) and property address. | f you have any questions about

the National Register program or the enclosed material, you should
al so address themto ne

In the enclosed material you will note references to standards for
rehabilitating old buildings. These standards are a list of do's
and dont's for people who are fixing up old buildings. | f the owner

of a building listed in the National Register, either individually
or as part of a district, wishes to take advantage of the Tax Reform
Act benefits, these standards mnust be followed. A copy of these
standards is available from Technical Preservation Services,
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service, Department of the
Interior, Pension Building, 440 G Street, NW,  Wshington, DC

20243. Questions about the standards should also be addressed to
that same office.

Sincerely,
Bliss Realty Associates Carol D Shull , .
kIO Union Trust Bldg Acting Keeper of the National Register

Providence, R.1. 02904

i"E Central New Bedford
Historic District



United States Department of the Interior

HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SEKViv/E
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20210

IN REPLY REFER TO: 661

m 4TM

Dear Property Owner:

The property you own is located in" a historic district that has been
nom nated for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.
The National Register is the government's official list of historic
buildings and other cultural resources worthy of preservation. This
nomnation is pending in our office.

[f your property is depreciable and the district is listed in the
National Register, there are certain benefits and provisions of the
Tax Reform Act of 1976 that nmay apply to you. & are enclosing
information about this law and a general descriptionof the National
Regi ster program

Soon we will be considering whether the district should be Iisted,
using as our guidelines the "Criteria for Evaluation" shown in the
enclosed material. |f you wish to comment on whether the district

should be listed, we would be pleased to hear from you. Send your
conments within 30 days of the date of this letter to me, Carol D
Shull, Acting Keeper of the National Register, Heritage Conservation
and Recreation Service, Department of the Interior, Pension Building,
H40 G Street, NW, Washington, DC 20243 (Attn: NWM. Pl ease
include the name of the district (as shown on the address |abel on
this letter) and property address. | f you have any questions about

the National Register program or the enclosed material, you should
also address themto rne

In the enclosed material you will note references to standards for
rehabilitating old buildings. These standards are a list of do's
and dont's for people who are fixing up old buildings. | f the owner

of a building listed in the National Register, either individually
or as part of a district, wishes to take advantage of the Tax Reform
Act benefits, these standards nust be followed. A copy of these
standards is available from Technical Preservation Services,
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service, Departnment of the
Interior, Pension Building, 440 G Street, NW, Washington, DC

20243. Questions about the standards should also be addressed to
that sanme office.

Sincerely,
Bristol Realty (. (Lessee) Carol D Shull
131 State St. Acting Keeper of the National Register

Boston, M\ 02109

RE Central New Bedford
Historic District



United States Department of the Interior

HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SEKVIME
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

IN REPLY REFER TQ 661 MA

Dear Property Owner:

The property youown i slocated in" ahistoric district that has been
nom nated for listing i ntheNational Register of Historic Places.
The National Register i sthegovernment's official list of historic

buildings andother cultural resources worthy of preservation. This
nom nation i spending i nour office.

[f your property i sdepreciable andthedistrict islisted i n the
National Register, there arecertain benefits andprovisions of the
Tax Reform Act of 1976that nay apply t oyou. V& are enclosing

information about this | awand a general descriptionof theNational
Regi ster program

Soon we will be considering whether thedistrict should be listed,
using as our guidelines the"Criteria for Evaluation" shown i n t he
enclosed material. |f youw sh t ocoment onwhether the district

should belisted, we would be pleased t ohear from you. Send your
comments within 30 days of thedate of this letter tone, Carol D
Shull, Acting Keeper of theNational Register, Heritage Conservation
and Recreation Service, Department of thelnterior, Pension Building,
440 G Street, NW, Wishington, DC 20243 (Attn: NOM. Please
include thename of thedistrict (asshow ontheaddress |abel on
this letter) andproperty address. | f youhave any questions about

the National Register program or t heenclosed material, you should
al so address themt one.

In theenclosed material youwill note references t ostandards for
rehabilitating old buildings. These standards arealist of do's
and dont's for people who arefixing upold buildings. | f theowner

of abuilding listed i ntheNational Register, either individually
or as part of adistrict, wishes totake advantage of t he Tax Reform
Act benefits, these standards mnust be followed. A copy of these
standards i savailable from Technical Preservation Services,
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service, Departnment of the
Interior, Pension Building, 440 G Street, NW, Wshington, DC

20243. Questions about t hestandards should also be addressedt o
that sanme office.

Sincerely,
Harold M £ Helen G Cooper, Jr. Carol D Shull
212 Hawt horn St Acting Keeper of theNational Register

New Bedford, M\ 02770

Central NevNSedford
Historic Distfict



United States Department of the Interior

HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SEHVi: £
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

IN REPLY REFER TO: 661

A &
m

Dear Property Owner:

The property you ow is located in" a historic district that has been
nom nated for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.
The National Register is the government's official list of historic
buildings and other cultural resources worthy of preservation. This
nom nation is pending in our office.

[f your property is depreciable and the district is listed in the
National Register, there are certain benefits and provisions of the
Tax Reform Act of 1976 that may apply to you. W are enclosing
information about this law and a general descriptionof the National
Regi ster program

Soon we v/ill be considering whether the district should be listed,
using as our guidelines the "Criteria for Evaluation" shown in the
enclosed material. |f you wish to comment on whether the district

should be listed, we would be pleased to hear from you. Send your
comments within 30 days of the date of this letter to ne, Carol D
Shull, Acting Keeper of the National Register, Heritage Conservation
and Recreation Service, Department of the Interior, Pension Building,
440 G Street, NW , Vashington, DC 20243 (Attn: NN. Pl ease
include the nane of the district (as shown on the address |abel on
this letter) and property address. | f you have any questions about
the National Register program or the enclosed material, you should
al so address themto re

In the enclosed material you will note references to standards for
rehabilitating old buildings. These standards are a list of do's
and dont's for people who are fixing up old buildings. | f the owner

of a building listed in the National Register, either individually
or as part of a district, wishes to take advantage of the Tax Reform
Act benefits, these standards must be followed. A copy of these
standards is available from Technical Preservation Services,
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service, Department of the
Interior, Pension Building, 440 G Street, NW, Washington, DC

20243. Questions about the standards should also be addressed to
that same office.

Sincerely,
Carol D Shull
David Todreas Acting Keeper of the National Register
91 Lovett St.
Beverly, M

RE Central New Bedford
Historic District



United States Department of the Interior

HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATIO:- SEKVi-J/E
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

IN REPLY REFER TO: 661

MR

Dear Property Onner:

The property youownis located in" ahistoric district that has been
nom nated for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.
The National Register is the government's official list of historic

buildings andother cultural resources worthy of preservation. This
nom nation is pending in our office.

I[f your property is depreciable andthe district is listed in the
National Register, there are certain benefits andprovisions of the
Tax Reform Act of 1976that nay apply toyou. V& are enclosing

information about this | aw and a general descriptionof the National
Regi ster program

Soon we will be considering whether the district should be listed,
using as our guidelines the "Criteria for Evaluation" shown in the
enclosed material. |f youw sh t ocomrent on whether the district

should be listed, we would be pleased t ohear from you. Send your
coronents within 30 days of the date of this letter to ne, Carol D
Shull, Acting Keeper of the National Register, Heritage Conservation
and Recreation Service, Department of the Interior, Pension Building,
440 G Street, NW, MWishington, DC 20243 (Attn: NCNM. Please
include the nane of the district (as shown on the address |abel on
this letter) andproperty address. | f youhave any questions about

the National Register program or the enclosed material, you should
al so address themto ne.

In the enclosed material you will note references t ostandards for
rehabilitating old buildings. These standards are alist of do's
and dont's for people who are fixing upold buildings. | f the owner

of abuilding listed in the National Register, either individually
or as part of adistrict, wishes totake advantage of the Tax Reform
Act benefits, these standards must be followed. A copy of these
standards i s available from Technical Preservation Services,
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service, Departnment of the
Interior, Pension Building, 440 G Street, NW, Wshington, DC

20243. Questions about the standards should also be addressedt o
that same office.

Sincerely,
Robert Quintin, Trust Carol DO Shull . .
Ronald J. Quintin Acting Keeper of the National Register

31 Atlas St
Fairhaven, M\ 02719

RE Central New Bedford
Historic District



United States Department of the Interior

HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATIOi-j SEKVi-.;c
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20240

IN REPLY REFER TO: 661 W 4 m

Dear Property Owner:

The property youownis located in" ahistoric district that has been
nom nated for listing inthe National Register of Historic Places.
The National Register is the government's official list of historic

buildings andother cultural resources worthy of preservation. This
nom nation i s pending in our office.

If your property is depreciable andthe district islisted inthe
National Register, there are certain benefits and provisions of the
Tax Reform Act of 1976that nay apply t oyou. V& are enclosing

information about this | aw anda general description of the National
Regi ster program

Soon we will be considering whether the district should be listed,
using as our guidelinesthe "Criteria for Evaluation" shown in t he
enclosed material. | f you wish tocoment onwhether the district

should be listed, we would be pleased t ohear from you. Send your
comments within 30 days of the date of this letter to ne, Carol D
Shull, Acting Keeper of the National Register, Heritage Conservation
and Recreation Service, Department of the Interior, Pension Building,
HA0 G Street, NW, MWashington, DC 20243 (Attn: NOM. Please
include the nane of the district (as shown on the address |abel on
this letter) andproperty address. | f youhave any questions about

the National Register program or the enclosed material, youshould
al so address them to ne.

In the enclosed material you will note references t ostandards for
rehabilitating old buildings. These standards are alist of do's
and dont's for people who are fixing upold buildings. | f the owner
of abuilding listed i nthe National Register, either individually

oo as part of adistrict, wishes totake advantage of the Tax Reform
Act benefits, these standards must be followed. A copy of these
standards i s available from Technical Preservation Services,

Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service, Departnent of the
Interior, Pension Building, 440 G Street, NW, Wshington, DC

20243. Questions about the standards should also be addressed t o
that same office.

Sincerely,
Albert A &Harry 1. Golub Carol D Shull . .
704 Purchase St . Acting Keeper of the National Register

New Bedford, M\ 02770

RE Central New Bedford
Historic District



United States Department of the Interior

HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RIICREATION SEKVII'E
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

IN REPLY REFER TO: @] VAR 4 19D

Dear Property Onner:

The property youownis located in ahistoric district that has been
nom nated for listing inthe National Register of Historic Places.
The National Register is the government's official list of historic

buildings andother cultural resources worthy of preservation. This
nomnation is pending inour office.

[f your property is depreciable andthe district is listed in the
National Register, there are certain benefits andprovisions of the
Tax Reform Act of 1976that nay apply toyou. V& are enclosing

information about this | aw and a general descriptionof the National
Regi ster program

Soon we will be considering whether the district should be listed,
using as our guidelines the "Criteria for Evaluation" shown in the
enclosed material. |f youw sh tocomrent onwhether the district

should be listed, we would be pleased t o hear from you. Send your
comments within 30 days of the date of this letter to me, Carol D
Shul |, Acting Keeper of the National Register, Heritage Conservation
and Recreation Service, Department of the Interior, Pension Building,
440 G Street, NW , V/ashington, DC 20243 (Attn: NOM. Please
include the name of the district (as shown on the address label on
this letter) andproperty address. | f youhave any questions about

the National Register program or the enclosed material, you should
al so address them to ne.

In the enclosed material youWill note references tostandards for
rehabilitating oldbuildings These standards are alist of do's
and dont's for people who ae fixing upold buildings. |f the owner

of abuilding listed in the National Register, either individually
or as part of adistrict, wi shes totake advantage of the Tax Reform
Act benefits, these standards nmust be followed. A copy of these
standards is available from Technical Preservation Services,
Heritage Conservation and Re&reation Service, Depar t ment of the
Interior, PensionBuilding, 440 GStreet, NW, Washington, DC
20243. Questions about t hestandards should also be addressedto
that same office.

Sincerely,

0liver Prescott Jr. Carol DO Shull

c/oJulius Li pson Acting Keeper of the National Register
836 Purchase St .

New Bedford, M\ 02770

RE Central New Bedford
Historic District



JOHN A. BIRKNES, JR.
ATTORNEY AT LAW

I00 SPRING STREET
P. O. BOX G-936
NEW BEDFORD, MASSACHUSETTS 02742

(617) 996-9100

March 17, 1980

Ms. Carol D. Shull

Acting Keeper of theNational Register
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
Pension Building, 440 G Street NV
Washington, DC 20243

Attention NM

Re: Gibbs V. Bray, land i nRochester, M\ reference
to Central New Bedford Historic District and
#661

Dear Ms. Shull:

This i si nresponse toyour letter of March 4, 1980
informng ny client, G bbs V. Bray, that certain |and owned by
him lying along theeasterly side of Rounesville Road and just
north of Maria Road i nRochester, Massachusetts has been
nom nated forlisting i ntheNational Register of Historic
Pl aces.

M. Bray owns just over 34 acres there and t he parcel
was recently rezoned as "limted commercial" toallow for certain
types of bisiness use. The land i svacant and ny client has
recently installed certain utilities i ntheground at considerable
expense t oprepare for an anticipated business use of i t- all to
be i nkeeping with thecharacter of thearea and i ngood taste.

M. Bray objects tohisland being listed by your Agency
as contemplated i f i twill inhibit or restrict hi suse and
devel opment of theland. The |land he has i svacant with no
structures upon i tand i snot unique i nany historical respect.

V¢ would appreciate being kept informed on thematter i f
that i spossible.

Thank you.
Very truly yours.

y John A Birknes, Jr.
JAB/ j ns
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yp

11 NOoRTH 9xTH STReeT -- P.O. Box B-963
NEW BEDFORD, MASS. 02741
Telephone 997-9411

March 21, 1980

ALY AEAEE R TO

Clifford S Davis, Jr.

Ms. Carol D Shull

Acting Keeper, National Register
Heritage Conservation & Recreation Serv.
Dept. of Interior, Pension Bldg,

440 G Street, NW

Washington, D C 20243

Attn: NM

Dear Ms. Shull: RE 661 - CentraX
HI storrc histrici,
"Chas. S Ashley & Sons, I nc.
11 No. Sixth Street
New Bedford, Mass. 02740

Ve would consider i tan honor tobe listed i nthe National
Regi ster of Historic Places, as we believe our cultural resources
are worthy of preservation.

Qur firm was establishedby Charles S Ashley, who was one of
New Bedford's nost illustrious citizens, who served i nlocal govern-
ment from 1886 until 1936. During that time he was Mayor of New
Bedford f or 32 years. Hisforesight and achievenents, which have
benefited New Bedford until this day, were nany and tolist them
individually would be very long, sow areattaching a fewexcerpts
of hispublic life i nNew Bedford.

The Insurance Conpany was establishedi nl91 and i snow
Incorporated with hi sgrandson, John S Ashley, servingas
President.

Qur present building, which youwill note has a Col oni al
facade, 1 si nkeeping with many of theHistoric places of New
Bedf ord, was purchased i n192l.



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE

TIME OF CALL

TELEPHONE REPORT AM

PM

1. CALL IV TO; [H FHOM (Nam*) 2. ADDRESS (T»l. Ho. It nmadmd)

3. SUBJECT, PROJECT NO., ETC.

CAryrdh AJUAY  feenfir  J11.sfAruo KIAIXXd - AMAAAJ

4. DETAILS OF DISCUSSION

J O\JIiAW |p a N dwtuw/* M ay™-ii U fkn. -1t « way!)

PCIttON PLAjCINa/RECEI VIN6 CALL TITLE

FHR-8-227
June 1978



ENTR ES | N THE NATI ONAL REG STER
STATE MASSACHUSETTS

Date Entered AP 2 4t
Nane Location
Central New Bedford Historic District New Bedf or d
Bristol County
Al'so Notified
Honor abl e Paul Tsongas
Honor abl e Edward M Kennedy State Historic Preservation Officer
Honorabl e Gerry E. Studds Ms. Patricia L. Wesl owski

Executive Director, Mussachusetts
Hi storical Conm ssion

294 \Washington Street
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Boston Investment and Development Company

March 22, 1983 , , N
4A

Director of Conservation and Recreation Service
U S Departnent of Interior

40 GStreet, N W

Vdshington, D C 20243

RE MNw Bedford Gs & Electric . Bl dg.
693 Purchase Street
Now Bedf ord, M
Control No.  0296- 82- Mk 82- 0293
Taxpayer's | DNo. 04-2610577

Dear M. Director:

Q ynpi a Tower (me;lé hereinafter, the Qwer) formally appeals the
deci si ony the National (k Servi ce, Md-AtIantic) Regi on,ythg the project

Ecotes not qualify asacertified rehabilitationfor purposes of the Tax Reform

The project consists of the rehabilitation of a4-story |inestone building,

ro
the New Bedford s and El ectric Gnpany Building (hereinafter, the Gs Qnpany
Bui I ding), together with the construction of an%dj(oi ni ng reruildi ng. The
Qwer has applied for historiccertification of the Gs Gonpany Building. The
rehabilitation of this building has carefully followng the Secretary's Sandards

for Rehabilitation, including:
1 Oiginal linestone facades to be properly cleaned.

( 2. Oiginal globe [ightsalong the facade to be repaired.
3. Replacement wndows to beinstalledto natch existing.

4. Oiginal wood frames around w ndows t o be scraped and painted and
rehabilitated.

5 Interiorceiling heights designed to be above the height of the
W ndowvs.

6. Interior narble and ornanental plaster ceiling at entrance and
conmercial  space restored.

7. Punbing and heating risers to be relocated so as not to danage or
destroy the decorative narble or the decorative ceiling noldings.
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Due tothe high acquisition cost of the property, anddueto the
uneconom ¢ configuration of the building and adjoi ning garage and pi pe
shed, it was not economcally feasible torehabilitate the existing structure
wi thout increasingthe density of the devel opnent. The four-story Gas Gonpany
Building could be rehabilitated into only 21 one and two bedroom apartnents
plus 6800 sq. ft. of commercial space on the first floor. The garage and
pi loe shed buil dings had no economc utility. The only economcally feasible
solution, other than totear down the historic Gas Gnpany Building, was to
construct a new building adjoining the existing building. The Gwer worked
exhaustive{,\% with the Massachusetts Historic Gonmssion t odesign anew

structure which was conpatible with the Gs Gnpany Bui!ding andw ththe
Historic District. Muny architectural schenes were reviewed by the State and

the City, resulting inthe present project nowunder construction.

O March 22, 1982 8Bill Casper, of Boston Investment and Devel opnent
Gonpany, affiliate of the Gwer, net with three staff nenbers of the M d-
Atlantic Region in Philadel phiatodiscuss the concept of connecti n?. a new
bui lding toan existing historic structure. M. Gasper brought ﬁre I mnary

lans for their review. Their comments were incorporatedinto the design and

Included the follow ng:

L Recess the upper part of the new construction so as not toaffect
existing facade and scale of the Gs Gnpany Buil ding.

2. Massing of the w ndow patterns t oconform tothe scale of the
existing building.

3. Retain the original arch w ndows.

O June 14, 1982 we submtted t othe Massachusetts Historic Gonm ssion
our application for Historic Certification, Part | and Part ||. The Gonmssion
asked for additional informationregarding the interior, which was submtted on
August 10, 1982. The application was approved by the Massachusetts Historic
Conm ssion and forwarded tothe Md-Atlantic Region in Philadelphia. O
Novener 8, 1982 we received a letter fromthe Md-Atlantic Region approving
Part | of our application. Nothi n? further was heard from the reviewers until
the end of February, 1983 when we learned that the Md-Atlantic Region was
goi n% todeny certification of our plans. The enclosed |etter of denial dated
March 1, 1983, was received on March 7, 1983.

- The Md-Atlantic Region nade a determ nation that the rehabilitation plans
violated Standard MNo. 2'and Standard No. 9
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SIADYOND 2: "The distinguishing original qualities or character
of abuilding, structure, or site and its environnent shall not be
destroyed. The renoval or alteration of any historic mterial or

distinctive architectural features should be avoi ded when possible.”

The distin%uishi ng original qualities of the building arethe public
facades on Purchase and Spring streets, constructed of |imestone with stone
detailing, and the domnant arched w ndows onthe first floor. The architect
Destrenps', large rounded, al nost-Richardsonian w ndows, extendi nﬁ on Purchase
and Spring streets, with added globe |ights set between each of the rounded
arched w ndows,is the domnant architectural feature of the building. The
rear and side of the building, theprivate facades, were constructed of red
brick. The rehabilitationplans restore the facade details on Purchase and
Spring streets, as well astheinterior details of the Gas npany Building.
In addition, therehabilitationplans retain the original four-arched facade
of the one-story garage structure, while recessing the newbuil ding behind

the facade line in order not tointerrupt Destrenps' original domnant thene.
Vilen t herehabilitationand newconstruction is conplete, the total project
when viewed from Purchase and Spring streets will maintain the original strong
appearance that was characteristic of Destrenps' architecture.

Standard No. 2 states that the original qualities of the buildingor
character shall not bedestroyed. The ori?inal character of the buildingis
its stone work and |arge arched w ndows, al |l of which are being preserved.
Standard No. 2 continues that,"The renmoval or alteration of any historic
material or distinctivearchitectural features should be avoi ded when possible.
The brick walls of the garage and attached pi ﬁe shed were not considered
distinctive architectural features. |t was the opinion of the State Historic
Corm ssion, the NewBedford Office of Neighborhood and Historic Preservation,
the Environnental Officer of the Boston HID Area Office, and the Advisory
Council onHistoric Preservation that the demlition of the private facades
of the garage, and the two andahalf-storz pipe shed, tothe rear of the
garage, did not significantlydeter fromthe distinguishing original quality
or character of the building.

SIADYOND 9: "Contenporary design for alterations and additions to
existing properties shall not be discouraged when such alterations and
additions donot destroy significant historical, architectural or
cultural material, and such design is conpatible with the size, scale,
color, material, and character of the property, neighborhood or

envi ronnent . "

The Md-Atlantic Region in their [etter stated that the original National
Regi ster nomnation papers submtted bythe City, indicate "that despite dense
devel opnent, none of the buildings (inthe Historic District) is nore than five
stories in height." This is incorrect since anine-story building exists a
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bl ock and a twelve-story building exists at tienorth end of the

Hstoric District. Both buildings are sig_nificantli/) higher than the new
addition. In fact, there are a nunier of six-story buildings within the
District with floor to floor heights that are greater than our new buil ding.

The Md-Atlantic Region found that "although conpatible in naterial and
color, the size and scale of the proposed addition is inconpatible with the
character of the property, neighborhood and environment,” and therefore,
violates Sandard N. 9 However, inthe opinion of the Maissachusetts
Hstoric Gnmssion and the Nw Bedford Ofice of Neighborhood and Historic
Preservation, the new addition (which is smaller in he ?ht than other buildings
in the District) is conpatible with the size, scale, color, material and
character of the ﬁroperty, nei ghborhood and environnent. B/ recessing the new
material behind the original Parage facade, the rew addition does not conpete
with the original character of the Gs Gmm%/ Bui | ding. Further, the rhythm
and scale of the wndows relate and provide the transition between the new and
old architecture. Vdérking closely wth the local axd State historic officers,
the architect gave great attention to alignment and continuation of the first
and third floor cornices, a well as the parapets, in designing the new
exterior walls. Wth attention given to the detalls of the existing historic
building,: the architecture of the new building created a scale conpatible with
the existing building ad itsneighbors. A rnteresting counterpoint is that
the First National Bank of Boston Building, the nine-story building nentioned
above, in fact strongly relates in feeling add material to Destrenps'
grzdcmtec.ture,d \{\Atfﬂ large domnant arched wndows at the first floor, |imestone facade

cornice detail.

~ The Qwer wshes to appeal the decision of the Md-Atlantic Region and to
affirmthat the rew addition is conpatible with and does not destroy the
historical significance of either the existing property or the Hstoric District.
The Qwer further clains that as a result of the anount of tinme taken by the
M d At antic FE?I on to review and subsequently to reject the desi g_n, there ves
no opportunity tor the Qwer to change the design of the new building. This
delay on the ggrt of the Md-Atlantic Region violated 3 GR 67.6 (c), which
requires the Secretary to determne "normally within 45 days, i f the proposed
project does not neet the 'Sandards for Rehabilitation.'"" Nr ws the
advi sed b¥1 the Md-Atlantic Region, ina tinely fashion, of revisions to the
| ans whi ch woul d brln% the project into confornance wth the Secretary's Sandards.
Mirch 1, 1983 the structural steel for the rew addition had been fabricated

and ves being erected. There vas mo possible vay to nake any alteration.

The Qwer requests the opportunity to neet with the Director. The Qwer
hes contracted to have a nassing nodel built of the Historic District, .9swell
as the proposed project, in order to denonstrate the conpatability of the new
bU|Id|n? wth the Gs Building ad with the Hstoric District. W
respectfully request that the Director grant us an opportunity to neet and
present our argunent.
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Snce the project isresidential incharacter andnot eligiblefor
cormerci al rehabilitation tax credits, the |oss of the historic investnent
tax credit greatly inpairs the economc viability of the devel opnent.
Further, the considerabl e additional expense already incurred by the
Ganer,in response tolocal and State historic preservationoffice requirenments
to nake the Prp ect conformto the Secretary's Sandards, would belost if the
devel opnent failed toreceive historic certification.

W are available at anytine tocone to VWshington to neet withthe
Director.

\ery truly yours,
QYA A TORR DAY

B..
Rchard L Taylor, General Partner

R.T:jdm
Encl osur es
C M SO



DEN AL O CERTI FI CATI ON O REHABI LI TATION — APPEAL — APRIL 12, 1983

Property: New Bedf ord CQas and El ectric Conpany Building
693 Purchase Street
New Bedf ord, Massachusetts

Onner : O ynpi a Tower Conpany
Boston Investment and Devel opment Conpany
151 Trenont Street
Boston, Massachusetts02111
Representing the owners at the meeting will be:

within the Central
New Bedf ord
Historic District

M. Arthur D Ullian, General Partner

M. Richard Taylor

M. Philip Hresko, AIA, ASLA

M. Tony Sousa, formerly of the city

M. John Bullard, Waterfront Historic Area League

Part 1: 4-story limestone, commercial building built in 1913 and designed by

Louis E Destrenps, apromnent local architect. Located ona corner,
| arge, arched wi ndows extend along both street facades at the first
floor level. Awone-story garage carries the arcaded facade four bays
further onone street. |t washbhuilt (as anoriginal element of the

building) tohouse the newelectric Gonpany vehicles.

The building

remai ned the headquarters of the conpany that built i tuntil recently.

6/ 14/ 82 Initial application received bythe SHO
8/ 17/ 82 Conpl eted application received by SO
9/ 13/ 82 Application received by MO
11/8/82 Certificationof significance

Part 2: Conversion of the building into 21housing units and conmercial space
on the first floor, andaten-story addition containing 69nore apart-
ments began July 1, 1982 and will beconpleted Septenmber 1, 1983.

6/ 14/ 82 Initial application received by SO
, 1-2/ 17/ 82 Conpl eted application received by SO

9/ 13/ 82 Application received by MMR] with recomendation from
SO tocertify, that project neets "Standards"

L2/ 3,4,9/83 MROdiscusses denial with SHO
2/ 11/ 83 Devel oper requests meeting with MMRO
2/ 17/ 83 MO nneets with devel oper

,.-3AI83 Project denied by MRO
3/ 23/ 83 Request for appeal received

Deni al Issues: Violation of Standards 2 &9 by demolishing al |l of the garage except
the facade andal | of the rear buildings, as well as renmoval of the
two central doors and transons in the garage, andsetting backt he

new infill in the arches.

The newaddition violates Standard 9 asit is out of scale with

the historic structure andwith the district.

MO comments: An addition of smaller size and prom nence could have net the "Standards"”
More historic fabric of the garage would have t oberetained in order

to maintain the historic character of the structure.

SO comments:  Strongly recommends certification. Project has been through substantial
review by the SO and the City of NewBedford. Theoverall project

is the best achievable solution.
Oaners' case: The owners' argunents will bepresented at the appeal
al so, the attached letter

meeting. See,



