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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Central New Bedford Historic District is located between and has contiguous 
boundaries with two established historic districts, the New Bedford Historic 
District (NHL and local) to the east and the County Street Historic District (NR) 
to the west. I t contains approximately eighty buildings, most of which are in 
commercial or institutional use. Classical revival designs predominate, especially 
for the institutional buildings, and granite, marble, limestone, various colored 

(brick and cast stone are the favored building materials. Despite dense development, 
none of the buildings is more than five stories in height. There is no open 
parkland within the district although a recently created mall on Purchase Street and 
various other street improvements such as trees and benches have greatly enhanced 
the area for pedestrians. There are relatively few intrusions within the district; 
the major ones are the Merchant's Bank drive-in addition (#52-345) at the comer of 
Purchase Street and Mechanic's Lane, a Mister Donut (#52-283) at the comer of 
Union and Sixth Streets and Our Lady's Chapel (#82-290) on Pleasant Street. 

Some of the key buildings are described below: 

Located at the northem end of the district, the New Bedford Post Office (#52-148, 
photo #1) is a monumental neo-classical structure designed in 1915 by Oscar 
Wenderoth. Facing east on Pleasant Street, this rectangular plan structure occupies 
its entire block. Its facade is screened by an Ionic colonnade carrying a 
severe entablature which is continued around the building. The fl a t roof which 
encloses the Post Office is pierced by a hipped monitor/cupola and masked by a 
balustrade. 

The Renaissance Revival City Hall (#52-220, photo #2), originally constructed in 
1885-86 and again in 1908. I t presently appears as a three-story structure with 
projecting rear wings, enclosed by a low hipped roof. I t is constructed of red 
brick with brownstone quoins, architraves, stringcourses and entablature. Floor 
levels are differentiated by window treatment: those of the f i r s t floor are round 
arched and recessed, those of the second are pedimented and those of the third are 
smaller attic lights. Ihe symmetrical facade is organized aroung a projecting 
pedimented entrance pavillion. 

Facing the City Hall across Pleasant Street is the Duff Building (#52-229, photo #3 
and 4), a Romanesque Revival commercial block designed in 1889. Rising to a 
four-story hgight, the u-shaped Duff Building is enclosed by a fla t roof which is 
masked by a solid parapet. The major design elements of this asymmetrical brick 
and sandstone building are concentrated at the arched entry and at the arched 
openings of the fourth story. 

The Free Public Library (#52-279, photo #6) stands directly across William Street 
from the City Hall and diagonally across from the Duff Building. This cmciform 
plan Greek Revival structure was designed in 1838-39 by Russell Warren. The most 
prominent design elements of this granite ashlar building are i t s Doric temple 
front and simple entablature which encircles the building. 

(continued) 
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The Registry of Deeds (#52-265, photo #5) which faces the rear elevation of the 
library across Sixth Street, was designed i n 1908-10 by Samuel Hunt i n a Neo­
classical style. This brick building rises two stories from a granite plinth and 
limestone basement to a projecting, modillion comice and solid parapet. I t s 
symmetrical facade is organized around a projecting pedimented pavillion which 
contains the pedimented entry. The trim, including quoins, l i n t e l s and s i l l s are 
limestone. 

The Standard Times Building (#52-286), at the comer of IVfeirket atnd Pleasant Streets, 
is a five story, classically inspired office building. I t was designed i n 1894 by 
Peabody and Steams and is faced with yellow brick and terra cotta trim. I t s 
rusticated ground floor contains round arched openings for both windows and doors. 
The horizontallity of this building is strongly reinforced by the use of stringcourses 
at each floor level. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Central New Bedford Historic D i s t r i c t possesses integrity of design, setting, 

materials, and workmanship, and represents the affluence which accompanied tum-of-the-
century New Bedford's booming textile industry. As the center of commercial and civic 
activities since the third quarter of the nineteenth century, this area has necessarily 
played a key role in the formation of modem New Bedford. Despite suseptability of 
Cujiimercial areas to change. New Bedford's center is relatively unaltered and contains 
a number of architecturally significant buildings designed in a variety of late ninteenth 
century styles. 

Bedford Village was originally settled in 1640 while s t i l l a part of the neighboring 
Town of Dartmouth. I t remained an agricultural community until the 1760's when i t 
began to develop as a majbr whaling port. From 1870 through the 1850's, New Bedford 
led the country in the amount of whaling revenues gathered and its waterfront (east 
of this district) grew accordingly. When the discovery of o i l in Pennsylvania in 
1857 led to the decline of the New England whaling industry. New Bedford did not experi­
ence an economic recession as other ports like Nantucket did. Rather, the textile 
industry which had begun in the 1840's began to expand rapidly and the city became 
even more prosperous. During this period business activities began to move west, up 
and away from the sea. Capital amassed by the textile industry was reinvested in the 
newly commissioned buildings which characterize Central New Bedford today. 

In general, there were two peak periods of development. The f i r s t period, circa 
1890, extended from Acushnet Avenue to Pleasant Street and incorporated the more 
classical and omate buildings exemplified by the New Bedford Institution for Savings 
P-ank Building, the Oddfellows Building (Duff Building), the Standard Times' buildings 
(includes old Boys Club) and others. The second period, circa 1910, extended from 
Pleasant Street west along Union Street. Building styles became more modem and less 
elaborate in decor. Interspersed within these two basic divisions are examples of 
Tiuch older buildings built prior to the 1880's, such as the City Hall, the Library, 
the Tucker Anthony Building (6th Street), the Converse Photo Building (6th Street) 
and others, as well as structures built in the 1920's and early 30's. 

Two of the earliest buildings in the Central business district, the present City Hall 
and the Library building, are among the most important. Both were begun in the mid-
nineteenth century but were expanded in the early twentieth century, the period of 
greatest significance for this district. The Greek Revival Library building, designed 
in 1838-39 by Russell Warren, originally served as the town hall. When the present 
Renaissance Revival City Hall was erected on the lot across William Street in 1856-57, 
some of the town administrative offices were relocated on the f i r s t floor while the 
library, chartered in 1852, occupied the upper floors. Given a permanent home, the 
New Bedford Free Library became one of the earliest libraries in the country to be 

) (continued) 
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open to the public. 

In 1906 the old Town Hall was gutted by f i r e . I t was decided at that time to 
enlarge the building across the street and consolidate c i t y govemment there. 
Several Boston firms bid on this job, but the design of local architect Samuel 
C. Hunt was chosen. At the same time, the Town Hall building was rehabilitated 
by another local architect, Nathaniel C. Smith, to serve as the library. Two 
other major buildings i n the d i s t r i c t are the Registry of Deeds, designed i n 1908 
by Samuel Hunt, and the Post Office, designed in 1913 by Oscar Wenderoth. 

The Central New Bedford Historic District continues to serve i n i t s original 
capacity as civic and commercial center today. Neglected during much of the 
twentieth century (after the decline of the t e x t i l e industry) i t is currently 
the focus of ci t y revitalization efforts. 
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Boundary Justification 

The boundaries of the Central New Bedford Historic District were 
selected to include the institutional and commercial core of the 
city. The western boundary is contiguous with that of the County 
Street Historic District (NR). The eastern boundary is contiguous 
with the New Bedford Historic District (NHL-local). The northern 
boundary was defined by an urban renewal area. The southern boun­
dary was drawn to exclude an area characterized by residential use 
and parking lots. 





Photograph No. 11 

Olympia Tower, Model of new bldg 



CENTRAL NEW BEDFORD HISTORIC DISTRICT 

PLAT ARRANGEMENT 





INTRUSIONS. Central New Bedford H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 

T o t a l number of b u i l d i n g s i n the d i s t r i c t : 

T o t a l number of i n t r u s i o n s i n the d i s t r i c t : 

Ratio of i n t r u s i o n s compared t o number of b u i l d i n g s : 

79 (±) 

10 

P l a t Lot 

46 

47 

47 

52 

52 

52 

52 

52 

52 

52 

259 

1 

5 

212 

269 

280 

283 

290 

295 

345 

New England Telephone 9 South S i x t h S t r e e t 

New Bedford I n s t i t u t i o n For Savings (Drive-In) 
Adjacent Main O f f i c e 174 Union S t r e e t 

F r a n k l i n W. Hatch 

J o l l y Blue Whale 

Bunny Restaurant 

140 Union S t r e e t 

673 Pleasant S t r e e t 

277 Union S t r e e t 

F i r s t N a t i o n a l Bank of New Bedford (Drive-In) 

Adjacent t o Main O f f i c e Corner Market & North S i x t h S t r e e t 

Mister Donut 231 Union S t r e e t 

Our Lady's Chapel 596 Pleasant S t r e e t 

Southeastern Bank & Trust 572 Pleasant S t r e e t 

Bay Bank/Merchants- (Drive-In) Adjacent Main O f f i c e 

12-14 Mechanics Lane 
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4. a.JNER OF PROPERTY 

Plat 

46 

Lot Name 

17 Jeffrey L, & Sharon F. Silva 

18 F i r s t Federal Savings & Loan Assoc, 
of Attleboro, Inc, 

19 Harold M, Jr, 5. Helen G, Cooper 

Harold M, Jr, & Helen G, Cooper 

21 F i r s t Federal Savings & Loan Assoc, 
of Attleboro, Inc. 

22 T. & 0. Realty, Inc. 

23 Solomon & Jean Scheinman 

24 T. & 0. Realty, Inc. 

Pamec Realty Trust, James E. & 
Patricia J. McKenna 

26 Zeiterion Realty Corp, 

27 Sig Midttun Bakeries Inc, 

28 The Southeastern Advertising 
Agency, Inc, 

29 The Southeastern Advertising 
Agency, Inc, 

31 I , Morton Zeitz & Harry Zeifz 

32 Jacques Realty Corp. 

33' Jacques Realty Corp, 

34 County of B r i s t o l 

37 Winokoor Realty Corp. 

38 The New Bedford Morris Plan Co., Inc, 

8 1980 

Address 

108 Hioh St, 
V/areham, Ma, 

278 Union St, 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

212 Hawthorn St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

// 212 Hawthorn S t . 
New B e d f o r d , Ma. 02740 

,̂ 278 Union St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

93 Spring St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

41 Burns St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

1̂ 93 Spring St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

286 Union St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

674 Purchase St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

250 Union St. 
New Bedford, Ma, 02740 

244 Union St, 
New Bedford, Ma, 02740 

tl3 So, Sixth St, 
New Bedford, Ma, 02740 

674 Purchase St, 
New Bedford, Ma, 027^0 

222 Union St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

11-222 Union St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

Br i s t o l County Commissioners 
Court St. 
Taunton, Ma, 

169 Reed St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 027^0 

206 Union St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

0^ 
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Plat 

46 

47 

52 

Lot 
39 

Name 

Gorin Stores Inc, 

40 Gorin Stores Inc. 

41 Gorin Stores Inc, 

43 Gorin Stores Inc, 

64 New Bedford Young Women's Christian Assoc, 

70- New Bedford Young V/omen's Christian Assoc, 

184 Pamec Realty Trust, James E. & 
Patricia J. McKenna 

185 Esther Shapiro 

259 L i l l i a n R. & Foster R. Herman 

264 Smith Office Equipment Co., Inc. 

1 New Bedford I n s t i t u t i o n for Savings 

3 Albert A. & Harry I . Golub 

Malcolm W, Frasier 

13 City of New Bedford 

45 Zeiterion Realty Corp. 

47 Zeiterion Realty Corp. 

206 New Bedford I n s t i t u t i o n for Savings 

65 New Bedford Housing Authority 

81 New Bedford Housing Authority 

flB 8 1980 

Address 

1B2 Union St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

,/182 Unio n St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

,-182 Union St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

r-lS2 Union St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

66 Spring St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

)'66 Spring St, 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

,.286 Union St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

318 Hawthorn St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

558 Pleasant St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

230 Union St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

174 Union St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

704 Purchase St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

134 Paqe St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

133 William St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

r-674 Purchase St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

î '674 Purchase St. 
New Bedford, Mo. 02740 

,,174 Union St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

134 So. Second St, 
New Bedford, Ma, 02740 

'134 So. Second St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 
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Plat Lot Name 

52 101 New Bedford Redevelopment Authority 

150 Charles P. Horton c/o Peter T. Gargas 

153 Mt. Royal Realty, Inc. 

154 Mt. Royal Realty, Inc. 

156 Historic Ventures, Inc, 

159 New Bedford Redevelopment Authority 

160 New Bedford Redevelopment Authority 

1 ^ Gerodo Realty Trust 

210 Gerado Realty Trust 

2:12 City of New Bedford 

220 City of New Bedford 

224 Mt. Royal Realty Inc. 

Jimmy Connors Tavern, Inc. 

226 Merchants National Bank of New Bedford 

227 Merchants National Bank of New Bedford 

228' Merchants National Bank of New Bedford 

229 Carlotta D. McKee 

231 Merchants National Bank of New Bedford 

263 Oliver Prescott Jr., Raymond McLeod 

Address 

21 So. Sixth St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

749 Purchase St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

888 Purchase St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

888 Purchase St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

608 Pleasant St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

i 2 l So. Sixth St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

V.21 So. Sixth St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

22 Tarkiln H i l l Rd. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

f22 Tarkiln H i l l Rd. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

133 William St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

133 William St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

888 Purchase St. 
New Bedford, Ma, 02740 

17 Mechanics Lane 
New Bedford, Ma. 0.2740 

95 William St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

95 William St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

95 William St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

225 West End Ave. 
New York, New York 

95 William St, 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

13 No. Sixth St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 



4. OWNER OF PROPERTY - cont. 

Plat Lot Name 

52 264 Ottoway Newspapers, Inc, 

265 The County of B r i s t o l 

269 Don H. Leuna 

270 .Ottaway Newspapers, Inc, 

271 Pauline A. Desjardins 

272 Ottaway Newspapers, Inc, 

273 Citizens Credit Union 

274 Ottaway Newspapers, Inc. 

275 De V/olf Properties, Inc. 

276 F i r s t National Bank of New Bedford 

277 F i r s t National Bank of New Bedford 

278 • Cecile B. Zeitz & Fisher Abram 
Morton I . Zeitz (trustee) c/o State Theater 

279 City of New Bedford 

280 The F i r s t Safe Deposit Nation Bank of 
New Bedford 

281 Ottaway Newspapers, Inc. 

282 George T. Hellyer 

^^283 James E, Connors Jr, 

284 The F i r s t Safe Deposit National Bank of 
New Bedford 

285 Ottaway Newspapers, Inc, 

Page 4 of 7 fgQ g ĝĝ  

Address 

I 
555 Pleasant St. -
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 f 
B r i s t o l County Commissioner* 
Court St. } 
Taunton, Ma. 

277 Union St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 ^ 

555 Pleasant St. , 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 i 

10 Park Place i 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 [ 

I 
555 Pleasant St. \ 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 ^ 

I 
271 Union St. j 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 
555 Pleasant St. I 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 i 
261 Union St. L 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 ' 
P.O. Box C906 I 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 i 

P.O. Box C906 ^ 
New Bedford, Ma, 02740 

674 Purchase St, 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

133 William St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

P.O. Box C906 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

555 Pleasant St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

12 No. Sixth St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

15 Shawmut St. 
Now Bedford, Ma. 02740 

P.O. Box C906 
New Bedford, Mo. 02740 

555 Pleasant St. 
New Bedford, Ma, 02740 



52 

53 

OF PROPERTY - cont. 
Page 5 of 7 FEB 8 1980 

Lot 

286 

Name 

Ottaway Newspapers, Inc, 555 
Mew 

Addre ss 

Pleasant 
Bedford, 

St. 
Ma. 02740 

237 Ottaway Newspapers, Inc. 555 
New 

Pleasant 
Bedford, 

St. 
Ma. 02740 

289 Foster R. Herman 558 
New 

Pleasant 
Bedford, 

St. 
Ma. 02740 

290 Order of Friars Minor of the Province 
the Most Holy Name 

of 596 
New 

Pleasant 
Bedford, 

St. 
Ma. 02740 

292 New Bedford Five Cents Savings Bank 791 
' New 

Pureha se 
Bedford, 

St. 
Ma. 02740 

294 Southeastern Bank & Trust Co, 572 
New 

Pleasant 
Bedford, 

St. 
Ma. 02740 

295 Southeastern Bank & Trust Co. 572 
New 

Pleasant 
Bedford, 

St. 
Ma. 02740 

297 Robert J, Saltmarsh 771 
New 

Purchase 
Bedford, 

St. 
Ma. 02740 

298 Foster R. & L i l l i a n R. Herman 558 
^ New 

Pleasant 
Bedford, 

St. 
Ma. 02740 

299 Peter T, Gargas 749 
New 

Purchase 
Bedford, 

St. 
Ma. 02740 

300 Charles P. Horton c/o Peter T, Gargas 749 
New 

Purchase 
Bedford, 

St. 
Ma. 02740 

331 Charles S. Ashley & Sons, Inc. 11 No, Sixth 
New Bedford, 

St. 
Ma. 02740 

340 Foster R, Herman f/55S Pleasant 
New Bedford, 

St. 
Ma. 02740 

345 Merchants National Bank 95 William St, 
New Bedford, Ma, 02740 

346 Merchants National Bank 95 William St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

359' The Keystone Building of New Bedford, Inc, 197 Union St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

372 Citizens Credit Union 271 
New 

Union St. 
Bedford, Ma. 02740 

29 Antone & Evelyn F. Mello 

30 McDonald's Corporation 

11 Pilgrim Ave. 
Fairhaven, Ma. 02719 

Box 66207 AMF O'Hare 
Chicago, 111. 60666 



4.-0',/NER OF P̂ .OPERTY - cont. 

Plat Lot 

53 35 

Page 6 of 7 

Name 

FEB 8 1980 

Address 

Olympia Associates Trust 

36 Housing 70 Corp. 

43 Olympia Associates Trust 

45 New Bedford Redevelopment Authority 

73 Southeastern Bank & Trust Co. 

75 Carol Realty Inc, 

77 H, Realty Corp, c/o Sheldon Friedland 

78 McDonald's Corp. 

79 McDonald's Corp. 

80 Oliver Prescott Jr. c/o Julius 
Lipson 

81 Merchants National Bank of New 
Bedford 

82 Carol Realty Inc. 

83 Gibbs V. Bray; S.S. Kresge Co. 
International Hdqtrs. a t t n . Real 
Estate Dept. 

84 N.P. Hayes Co, Inc. 

121 Bliss Realty Associates 

•122 Bliss Realty Associates 

123 Bliss Realty Associates 

124 Bliss Realty Associates 

125 Bliss Realty Associates 

126 Bliss Realty Associates 

888 Purchase St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

488 Pleasant St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

888 Purchase St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

21 South Sixth St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

572 Pleasant St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

318 HawtiTorn S t . 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

13 South Sixth St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

Box 66207 AMF O'Hare 
Chicago, 111. 60666 

Box 66207 AMF O'Hare 
Chicago, 111. 60666 

836 Purchase St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

824 Purchase St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

318 Hawthorn St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

3100 W. Big Beaver Rd. 
Troy, Michigan 48084 

65 William St. 
New Bedford, Mo. 02740 

410 Union Trust Bldg. 
Providence, R.I. 02904 

410 Union Trust Bldg. 
Providence, R.I. 02904 

410 Union Trust Bldg. 
Providence, R.I. 02904 

410 Union Trust Bldg. 
Providence, R.I. 02904 

410 Union Trust Bldg. 
Providence, R.I. 02904 

410 Union Trust Bldg. 
Providence, R.I. 02904 



'4. OWNER OF PROPERTY - cont. 

Page 7 of 7 pgg 
8 1980 

Plat Lot 

53 128 

129 

130 

131 

132 

133 

134 

136 

137 

138 

210 

221 

224 

228 

Name Address 

Gibbs V. Bray c/o Kenneth V, Ashley 

City of New Bedford 

City of New Bedford 

David Todreas 

Bristol Realty Co, (Lessee) 

Housing 70 Corp, 

Ralph E. & Beatrice L, Horary 

Lupo's Associates, Inc. 

Robert Quintin, Trust,' Ronald J, 
Quintin 

Robert & Jennie Xifaras 

Whale Furniture Mart Inc, 

Carol Realty Inc, 

Mt, Royal Realty Inc, 

Merchants National Bank of New 
Bedford 

Lupo's Associates, Inc, 

Mendell Rd, 
Rochester, Ma, 02770 

133 William St, 
New Bedford, Ma, 02740 

133 William St. 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 

91 Lovett St, 
Beverly, Ma, 

131 State St, 
Boston, Ma, 02109 

483 Pleasant St, 
New Bedford, Ma, 02740 

12 Skyline Dr, 
No, Dartmouth, Ma, 02747 

363 Acushnet Ave, 
New Bedford, Ma, 02740 

31 Atlas St, 
Fairhaven, Ma, 02719 

343 Acushnet Ave, 
New Bedford, Ma, 02740 

85 Coggeshall St, 
New Bedford, Ma, 02740 

318 Hawthorn St, 
New Bedford, Ma, 02740 

888 Purchase St, 
New Bedford, Ma, 02740 

95 William St, 
New Bedford, Ma, 02740 

363 Acushnet Ave, 
New Bedford, Ma. 02740 



•4. OWNER OF PROPERTY ADDENDA FEB 8 1980 

P l a t 
46 

Lot 
71 

72 

73 

74 

203 

209 

Name 
Lester P a l e s t i n e (2/3) 

Oscar E. Epstein (1/3) 

Lester P a l e s t i n e (2/3) 

Oscar E. Epstein (1/3) 

New Bedford, Gas & Edison 
L i g h t Company 

New Bedford, Gas & Edison 
L i g h t Company 

New Bedford, Gas & Edison 
L i g h t Company 

Al b i o n B. Stone 

Address 
375 Park Ave. 
New York, N.Y. 

271 Maple St. 
New Bedford, Mass. 

37 5 Park Ave. 
New York, N.Y. 

271 Maple St. 
New Bedford, Mass. 

675 Mass Ave. 
Cambridge Mass. 

67 5 Mass Ave. 
Cambridge, Mass. 

675 Mass Ave. 
Cambridge, Mass. 

158 Union St. 
New Bedford, MA 02740 



Property 
/G^l^y^^ 7ly.^.,J ^ ^ / ^ ^ ^ iU^Jji^f^ .f)yy,t^,^ 

State Working Number 

TECHNICAL 
Phntnq / J 
Maps y 

CONTROL 

<W:ti ̂  huĵ  ^ L̂o &<̂ cncl.iJ,̂  HISTORIAN 

/ '^/>?j/c0 

ARCHEOLOGIST 

OTHER 

HAER 
Inventory 

Review 

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF 

BRANCH CHIEF 

KEEPER 

National Register Write-up 
Federal Register Entry 3 

Send-back 
Re-submit 

Entered 

United States Department of the Interior - Heritage Conservation and Recreation Servi ce 





























































Uniteci States Department of the Interior 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

MAR 0 ' hm 

MID-ATLANTIC REGION 
M3 SOUTH THIRD STREET 

IN REW-r REFEn TO, PHILADELPHIA. PA. 19106 

Arthur D. Ullian, General Partner 
Olympia Tower Company 
Boston Investment and Development Company 
151 Tremont Street 
Boston, WV 02111 

Dear Mr. Ullian: 

PBOPEKTY: New Bedford Gas ard Edison Light Co. Building, 693 Purchase Street 
New Bedford, MA 

OONTPDL NUMBER: 0296-82-MA-82-0293 

TAXPAYER'S ZDENTIFICATION NUMBER: 04-2610577 

We have reviewed the "Historic Preservation Certification Application - Kirt 
2" for the above property and have found that the rehabilitation does not 
conform with the Secretary of the Interior's "Staudards for Rdiabilitation-" 
The prĉ xDsed rehabilitation does not conform with the following Standards: 

STANDARD NO. 2 
The distinguishing original qualities or character of a building, structure, 
or site and its environment shall not be destroyed. The removal or 
alteration of any historic material or distinctive architectural features 
should be avoided when possible. 

STANDARD NO. 9 
Conteirporary design f o r a l t e ra t ions and addi t ions to e x i s t i n g propert ies 
s h a l l not be discouraged when such a l t e r a t i o n s and addi t ions do not destroy 
s i g n i f i c a n t h i s t o r i c a l , a r d i i t e c t u r a l or c u l t u r a l mater icd, and such design 
i s cottpatible w i t h the s ize , scale, c o l o r , m a t e r i a l , and character of the 
proper ty , neighborhood or environment. 

The New Bedford Gas and Edison L igh t Company Bu i ld ing i s a 4-stoty limestone 
b u i l d i n g w i t h attached 1-story garage and attached 1-2 1/2 s to ry b r i c k rear 
b u i l d i n g s . I t i s located i n the Centra l New Bedford H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , which i s 
s i g n i f i c a n t as a c o l l e c t i o n of 19th and 20th century commercial and 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l bui ldings oomprising the c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t . The f i r s t 
s t o ry of the main bui ld ing has large round arched window and dDor openings that 
are a dominant feature of the b u i l d i n g ' s design. The arched openings are 
continued i n the l - s to ry main facade o£ the attached garage, u n i f y i n g i t w i t h 
the h igh - s ty l e a rch i t ec tu ra l character ot the main b u i l d i n g . 

The proposed r e h a b i l i t a t i o n of the bu i ld ing includes ctemolition of a l l bJt the 
main facade of the attached garage s t ruc tu r e , a l l of t\yB rear bu i ld ings , and the 
cons t ruc t ion of a large aid i t ion . 

.'lj 



The denolition would result in the loss of historic fabric and the loss of the 
differentiation in scale between the garage and the main building. The garage 
structure, o r i g i n a l l y supportive i n function and clearly secondary in size, 
would be replaced with a much larger building rising three stories above, and 
therefore dDminating, the original main building. Furthermore, removal of the 
doocs and door transoms would create voids in the facade, altering i t s planar 
character. These proposed alterations of the original qualities and character 
of the building and i t s environment violate Standards #2 and #9. 

The proposed aSdition is also inoonpatible with the historic d i s t r i c t . The 
National Register Historic D i s t r i c t nomination documents the d i s t r i c t as having 
few intrusions and states that "despite dense developnent, none of the buildings 
is more than five stories in height." I t is apparent that the proposed addition 
w i l l be madi larger than irost of the d i s t r i c t ' s significant buildings and close 
in size to the largest buildings in the d i s t r i c t . Althou^ ccmpatible i n 
materials and color, the size and scale of the proposed addition is incompatible 
with the character of the property, neighborhood, and environment, and violates 
Standard 19. 

In order to neet the "Standards," an addition smaller in size and prominence 
could be considered oonpatible with the original building and the historic 

''district. More historic fabric, including the front facade window and transom 
sash and the side facade, should also be retained in order to maintain the 
character of the garage structure. Both of these objectives oould be adiieved 
by recessing an addition of smaller size and scale fui±her back from the main 
facade of the garage structure. 

This project therefore does not qualify as a "certified rehabilitation" for 
purposes of § 2124 of the Tax Reform Act of 1976, §§ 701 ( f ) and 315 of the 
Revenue Act of 1978, nor §§ 212 and 214 of the Economic Recovery Tax Act of _ 
1981, ard is exen^Jt frcm the historic preservation provisions of the Act which 
ajply to "certified r d i a b i l i t a t i o n s . " 

We bave enclosed a copy of the U.S. Department of the Interior's regulations 
that outline i n Section 1208.10 the process for appealing this decision. Should 
you wish to enter an ^ p e a l , please comment by l e t t e r to Chief Hearing Officer, 
Preservation Assistance Division, National Park Service, Washington, DC 20240, 
addressing the concerns raised in our l e t t e r and including any additional 
factors related to the project that you feel deserve consideration. 

Should you have any questions regarding our review of your application, or the 
appeals orocess, please feel free to contact Ms. Lee Gurney of this office at 
(215) 597-2284. 

SincejD5ly, 

Regional Director 

Enclosure 

cc: l're/l-A'\SO 
MA SlilX) 



United Srates Department of the Interior 

HERITAGE CONSERVATION A N D RECREATiON SEKVi-::E 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 6 6 1 

m A 1980 

Dear Property Owner: 

The property you own i s located in' a h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t that has been 
nominated for l i s t i n g i n the National Register of Historic Places. 
The National Register is the government's o f f i c i a l l i s t of h i s t o r i c 
buildings and other c u l t u r a l resources worthy of preservation. This 
nomination i s pending i n our o f f i c e . 

I f your property i s depreciable and the d i s t r i c t i s l i s t e d i n the 
National Register, there are certain benefits and provisions of the 
Tax Reform Act of 1976 that may apply to you. We are enclosing 
information about t h i s law and a general description of the National 
Register program. 

Soon we w i l l be considering whether the d i s t r i c t should be l i s t e d , 
using as our guidelines the " C r i t e r i a for Evaluation" shown i n the 
enclosed material. I f you wish to comment on whether the d i s t r i c t 
should be l i s t e d , we would be pleased to hear from you. Send your 
comments wi t h i n 30 days of the date of t h i s l e t t e r to me, Carol D. 
Shull, Acting Keeper of the National Register, Heritage Conservation 
and Recreation Service, Department of the I n t e r i o r , Pension Building, 
440 G Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20243 (Attn: NOM). Please 
include the name of the d i s t r i c t (as shown on the address label on 
th i s l e t t e r ) and property address. I f you have any questions about 
the National Register program or the enclosed material, you should 
also address them to me. 

In the enclosed material you w i l l note references to standards for 
r e h a b i l i t a t i n g old buildings. These standards are a l i s t of do's 
and dont's for people who are f i x i n g up old buildings. I f the owner 
of a building l i s t e d i n the National Register, either i n d i v i d u a l l y 
or as part of a d i s t r i c t , wishes to take advantage of the Tax Reform 
Act benefits, these standards must be followed. A copy of these 
standards i s available from Technical Preservation Services, 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service, Department of the 
I n t e r i o r , Pension Building, 440 G Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 
20243. Questions about the standards should also be addressed to 
that same o f f i c e . 

Sincerely, 

Bliss Realty Associates 
k]0 Union Trust Bldg 
Providence, R.I. 02904 

i^E: Central New Bedford 
Historic D i s t r i c t 

Carol D. Shull 
Acting Keeper of the National Register 



IN REPLY REFER T O : 661 

United States Department of the Interior 

H E R I T A G E CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SEKViv/E 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 202-10 

m 4 ™ 
Dear Property Owner: 

The property you own i s located in' a h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t that has been 
nominated for l i s t i n g i n the National Register of Hi s t o r i c Places. 
The National Register i s the government's o f f i c i a l l i s t of h i s t o r i c 
buildings and other c u l t u r a l resources worthy of preservation. This 
nomination i s pending i n our o f f i c e . 

I f your property is depreciable and the d i s t r i c t i s l i s t e d i n the 
National Register, there are certain benefits and provisions of the 
Tax Reform Act of 1976 that may apply to you. We are enclosing 
information about this law and a general description of the National 
Register program. 

Soon we w i l l be considering whether the d i s t r i c t should be l i s t e d , 
using as our guidelines the " C r i t e r i a for Evaluation" shown i n the 
enclosed material. I f you wish to comment on whether the d i s t r i c t 
should be l i s t e d , we would be pleased to hear from you. Send your 
conmients w i t h i n 30 days of the date of t h i s l e t t e r to me, Carol D. 
Shull, Acting Keeper of the National Register, Heritage Conservation 
and Recreation Service, Department of the I n t e r i o r , Pension Building, 
H40 G Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20243 (Attn: NOM). Please 
include the name of the d i s t r i c t (as shown on the address label on 
this l e t t e r ) and property address. I f you have any questions about 
the National Register program or the enclosed material, you should 
also address them to me. 

In the enclosed material you w i l l note references to standards for 
r e h a b i l i t a t i n g old buildings. These standards are a l i s t of do's 
and dont's for people who are f i x i n g up old buildings. I f the owner 
of a building l i s t e d i n the National Register, either i n d i v i d u a l l y 
or as part of a d i s t r i c t , wishes to take advantage of the Tax Reform 
Act benefits, these standards must be followed. A copy of these 
standards is available from Technical Preservation Services, 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service, Department of the 
I n t e r i o r , Pension Building, 440 G Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 
20243. Questions about the standards should also be addressed to 
that same o f f i c e . 

Sincerely, 

Bristol Realty Co. (Lessee) 
131 State St. 
Boston, MA 02109 

Carol D. Shull 
Acting Keeper of the National Register 

RE: Central New Bedford 
Historic D i s t r i c t 



United States Department of the Interior 

HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SEKVi^^E 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 6 6 1 MA 

Dear Property Owner: 

The property you own i s located in' a h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t that has been 
nominated for l i s t i n g i n the National Register of Histo r i c Places. 
The National Register i s the government's o f f i c i a l l i s t of h i s t o r i c 
buildings and other c u l t u r a l resources worthy of preservation. This 
nomination i s pending i n our o f f i c e . 

I f your property i s depreciable and the d i s t r i c t i s l i s t e d i n the 
National Register, there are certain benefits and provisions of the 
Tax Reform Act of 1976 that may apply to you. We are enclosing 
information about t h i s law and a general description of the National 
Register program. 

Soon we w i l l be considering whether the d i s t r i c t should be l i s t e d , 
using as our guidelines the " C r i t e r i a for Evaluation" shown i n the 
enclosed material. I f you wish to comment on whether the d i s t r i c t 
should be l i s t e d , we would be pleased to hear from you. Send your 
comments wi t h i n 30 days of the date of t h i s l e t t e r to me, Carol D. 
Shull, Acting Keeper of the National Register, Heritage Conservation 
and Recreation Service, Department of the I n t e r i o r , Pension Building, 
440 G Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20243 (Attn: NOM). Please 
include the name of the d i s t r i c t (as shown on the address label on 
this l e t t e r ) and property address. I f you have any questions about 
the National Register program or the enclosed material, you should 
also address them to me. 

In the enclosed material you w i l l note references to standards for 
r e h a b i l i t a t i n g old buildings. These standards are a l i s t of do's 
and dont's for people who are f i x i n g up old buildings. I f the owner 
of a building l i s t e d i n the National Register, either i n d i v i d u a l l y 
or as part of a d i s t r i c t , wishes to take advantage of the Tax Reform 
Act benefits, these standards must be followed. A copy of these 
standards i s available from Technical Preservation Services, 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service, Department of the 
I n t e r i o r , Pension Building, 440 G Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 
20243. Questions about the standards should also be addressed to 
that same o f f i c e . 

Sincerely, 

Harold M. £ Helen G. Cooper, Jr. 
212 Hawthorn St 
New Bedford, MA 027^0 

Central NevNSedford 
Historic D i s t f i c t 

Carol D. Shull 
Acting Keeper of the National Register 

RE; 



United States Department of the Interior 

HERITAGE CONSERVATION A N D RECREATiON SEHVi: £ 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 6 6 1 

m 
A 1980 

Dear Property Owner: 

The property you own i s located in' a h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t that has been 
nominated for l i s t i n g i n the National Register of Hi s t o r i c Places. 
The National Register i s the government's o f f i c i a l l i s t of h i s t o r i c 
buildings and other c u l t u r a l resources worthy of preservation. This 
nomination i s pending i n our o f f i c e . 

I f your property i s depreciable and the d i s t r i c t i s l i s t e d i n the 
National Register, there are certain benefits and provisions of the 
Tax Reform Act of 1976 that may apply to you. We are enclosing 
information about th i s law and a general description of the National 
Register program. 

Soon we v / i l l be considering whether the d i s t r i c t should be l i s t e d , 
using as our guidelines the " C r i t e r i a for Evaluation" shown i n the 
enclosed material. I f you wish to comment on whether the d i s t r i c t 
should be l i s t e d , we would be pleased to hear from you. Send your 
comments wi t h i n 30 days of the date of t h i s l e t t e r to me, Carol D. 
Shull, Acting Keeper of the National Register, Heritage Conservation 
and Recreation Service, Department of the I n t e r i o r , Pension Building, 
440 G Street, N.W. , VJashington, D.C. 20243 (Attn: NOM). Please 
include the name of the d i s t r i c t (as shown on the address label on 
th i s l e t t e r ) and property address. I f you have any questions about 
the National Register program or the enclosed material, you should 
also address them to me. 

In the enclosed material you w i l l note references to standards for 
r e h a b i l i t a t i n g old buildings. These standards are a l i s t of do's 
and dont's for people who are f i x i n g up old buildings. I f the owner 
of a building l i s t e d i n the National Register, either i n d i v i d u a l l y 
or as part of a d i s t r i c t , wishes to take advantage of the Tax Reform 
Act benefits, these standards must be followed. A copy of these 
standards is available from Technical Preservation Services, 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service, Department of the 
I n t e r i o r , Pension Building, 440 G Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 
20243. Questions about the standards should also be addressed to 
that same o f f i c e . 

Sincerely, 

David Todreas 
91 Lovett St. 
Beverly, MA 

RE: Central New Bedford 
Historic D i s t r i c t 

Carol D. Shull 
Acting Keeper of the National Register 



IN REPLY REFER T O : 6 6 1 

United States Department of the Interior 

HERITAGE CONSERVATION A N D RECREATiO:- SE.KVi-./E 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 

MAR 

Dear Property Owner: 

The property you own is located in' a h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t that has been 
nominated for l i s t i n g i n the National Register of Historic Places. 
The National Register is the government's o f f i c i a l l i s t of h i s t o r i c 
buildings and other c u l t u r a l resources worthy of preservation. This 
nomination i s pending i n our o f f i c e . 

I f your property is depreciable and the d i s t r i c t i s l i s t e d i n the 
National Register, there are certain benefits and provisions of the 
Tax Reform Act of 1976 that may apply to you. We are enclosing 
information about th i s law and a general description of the National 
Register program. 

Soon we w i l l be considering whether the d i s t r i c t should be l i s t e d , 
using as our guidelines the " C r i t e r i a for Evaluation" shown i n the 
enclosed material. I f you wish to comment on whether the d i s t r i c t 
should be l i s t e d , we would be pleased to hear from you. Send your 
coroments w i t h i n 30 days of the date of t h i s l e t t e r to me, Carol D. 
Shull, Acting Keeper of the National Register, Heritage Conservation 
and Recreation Service, Department of the I n t e r i o r , Pension Building, 
440 G Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20243 (Attn: NOM). Please 
include the name of the d i s t r i c t (as shown on the address label on 
this l e t t e r ) and property address. I f you have any questions about 
the National Register program or the enclosed material, you should 
also address them to me. 

In the enclosed material you w i l l note references to standards for 
r e h a b i l i t a t i n g old buildings. These standards are a l i s t of do's 
and dont's for people who are f i x i n g up old buildings. I f the owner 
of a building l i s t e d i n the National Register, either i n d i v i d u a l l y 
or as part of a d i s t r i c t , wishes to take advantage of the Tax Reform 
Act benefits, these standards must be followed. A copy of these 
standards i s available from Technical Preservation Services, 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service, Department of the 
I n t e r i o r , Pension Building, 440 G Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 
20243. Questions about the standards should also be addressed to 
that same o f f i c e . 

Sincerely, 

Robert Quintin, Trust 
Ronald J. Quintin 
31 Atlas St 
Fairhaven, MA 02719 

RE: Central New Bedford 
Historic D i s t r i c t 

Carol D. Shull 
Acting Keeper of the National Register 



IN REPLY REFER TO: 6 6 1 

United States Department of the Interior 

HERITAGE CONSERVATION A N D RECREATiOi-j SEKVi-.;c 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20240 

MAR 4 1980 

Dear Property Owner: 

The property you own is located in' a h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t that has been 
nominated for l i s t i n g i n the National Register of Historic Places. 
The National Register is the government's o f f i c i a l l i s t of h i s t o r i c 
buildings and other c u l t u r a l resources worthy of preservation. This 
nomination i s pending i n our o f f i c e . 

I f your property i s depreciable and the d i s t r i c t is l i s t e d i n the 
National Register, there are certain benefits and provisions of the 
Tax Reform Act of 1976 that may apply to you. We are enclosing 
information about t h i s law and a general description of the National 
Register program. 

Soon we w i l l be considering whether the d i s t r i c t should be l i s t e d , 
using as our guidelines the " C r i t e r i a for Evaluation" shown i n the 
enclosed material. I f you wish to comment on whether the d i s t r i c t 
should be l i s t e d , we would be pleased to hear from you. Send your 
comments wi t h i n 30 days of the date of thi s l e t t e r to me, Carol D. 
Shull, Acting Keeper of the National Register, Heritage Conservation 
and Recreation Service, Department of the I n t e r i o r , Pension Building, 
H40 G Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20243 (Attn: NOM). Please 
include the name of the d i s t r i c t (as shown on the address label on 
this l e t t e r ) and property address. I f you have any questions about 
the National Register program or the enclosed material, you should 
also address them to me. 

In the enclosed material you w i l l note references to standards for 
r e h a b i l i t a t i n g old buildings. These standards are a l i s t of do's 
and dont's for people who are f i x i n g up old buildings. I f the owner 
of a building l i s t e d i n the National Register, either i n d i v i d u a l l y 
or as part of a d i s t r i c t , wishes to take advantage of the Tax Reform 
Act benefits, these standards must be followed. A copy of these 
standards i s available from Technical Preservation Services, 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service, Department of the 
I n t e r i o r , Pension Building, 440 G Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 
20243. Questions about the standards should also be addressed to 
that same o f f i c e . 

Sincerely, 

Albert A. & Harry 1. Golub 
704 Purchase St. 
New Bedford, MA 027^0 

Carol D. Shull 
Acting Keeper of the National Register 

RE: Central New Bedford 
Historic D i s t r i c t 



I N REPLY REFER T O : 

United States Department of the Interior 

HERITAGE CONSERVATION A N D RliCREATiON SEKVli'E 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 

661 MAR .4 1980 

Dear Property Owner: 

The property you own i s located i n a h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t that has been 
nominated for l i s t i n g i n the National Register of Historic Places. 
The National Register i s the government's o f f i c i a l l i s t of h i s t o r i c 
buildings and other c u l t u r a l resources worthy of preservation. This 
nomination i s pending i n our o f f i c e . 

I f your property i s depreciable and the d i s t r i c t i s l i s t e d i n the 
National Register, there are certain benefits and provisions of the 
Tax Reform Act of 1976 that may apply to you. We are enclosing 
information about t h i s law and a general description of the National 
Register program. 

Soon we w i l l be considering whether the d i s t r i c t should be l i s t e d , 
using as our guidelines the " C r i t e r i a for Evaluation" shown i n the 
enclosed material. I f you wish to comment on whether the d i s t r i c t 
should be l i s t e d , we would be pleased to hear from you. Send your 
comments wi t h i n 30 days of the date of t h i s l e t t e r to me, Carol D. 
Shull, Acting Keeper of the National Register, Heritage Conservation 
and Recreation Service, Department of the I n t e r i o r , Pension Building, 
440 G Street, N.W. , V/ashington, D.C. 20243 (Attn: NOM). Please 
include the name of the d i s t r i c t (as shown on the address label on 
this l e t t e r ) and property address. I f you have any questions about 
the National Register program or the enclosed material, you should 
also address them to me. 

In the enclosed material you 
r e h a b i l i t a t i n g old buildings 
and dont's for people who ar 
of a building l i s t e d i n the 
or as part of a d i s t r i c t , wi 
Act benefits, these standard 
standards i s available from 
Heritage Conservation and Re 
I n t e r i o r , Pension Building, 
20243. Questions about the 
that same o f f i c e . 

w i l l note references to standards for 
These standards are a l i s t of do's 

e f i x i n g up old buildings. I f the owner 
National Register, either i n d i v i d u a l l y 
shes to take advantage of the Tax Reform 
s must be followed. A copy of these 
Technical Preservation Services, 
creation Service, Department of the 
440 G Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 
standards should also be addressed to 

01iver Prescott Jr. 
c/oJu1ius Li pson 
836 Purchase St. 
New Bedford, MA 027^0 

Sincerely, 

Carol D. Shull 

Acting Keeper of the National Register 

RE: Central New Bedford 
Historic D i s t r i c t 



J O H N A . B I R K N E S , J R . 
A T T O R N E Y AT LAW 

l O O S P R I N G S T R E E T 

P. O. B O X G - 9 3 6 

NEW B E D F O R D , M A S S A C H U S E T T S 0 2 7 4 2 

( 6 1 7 ) 9 9 6 - 9 I O O 

March 17, 1980 

Ms. C a r o l D. S h u l l 
Acting Keeper of the Nat i o n a l Register 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
Pension B u i l d i n g , 440 G. S t r e e t NW 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

A t t e n t i o n NOM 

Re: Gibbs V. Bray, land i n Rochester, MA; reference 
to Central New Bedford H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t and 
#661 

Dear Ms. S h u l l : 

This i s i n response to your l e t t e r of March 4, 1980 
informing my c l i e n t , Gibbs V. Bray, t h a t c e r t a i n land owned by 
him l y i n g along the e a s t e r l y side of Rounesville Road and j u s t 
n o r t h of Maria Road i n Rochester, Massachusetts has been 
nominated f o r l i s t i n g i n the N a t i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c 
Places. 

Mr. Bray owns j u s t over 34 acres there and the parc e l 
was r e c e n t l y rezoned as " l i m i t e d commercial" t o allow f o r c e r t a i n 
types of bisiness use. The land i s vacant and my c l i e n t has 
r e c e n t l y i n s t a l l e d c e r t a i n u t i l i t i e s i n the ground a t considerable 
expense to prepare f o r an a n t i c i p a t e d business use of i t - a l l t o 
be i n keeping w i t h the character of the area and i n good t a s t e . 

Mr. Bray objects to h i s land being l i s t e d by your Agency 
as contemplated i f i t w i l l i n h i b i t or r e s t r i c t h i s use and 
development of the land. The land he has i s vacant w i t h no 
s t r u c t u r e s upon i t and i s not unique i n any h i s t o r i c a l respect. 

We would appreciate being kept informed on the matter i f 
t h a t i s possi b l e . 

Thank you. 

Very t r u l y yours. 

y John A. Birknes, J r . 
JAB/jms 
cc: Mr. Gibbs V. Bray 
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IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO 

C l i f f o r d S. Davis, Jr. 

11 NORTH SIXTH STREET -- P. O. Box B-963 

NEW BEDFORD, MASS. 02741 

Telephone 997-9411 

March 21, I98O 

Ms. Carol D. Shull 
Acting Keeper, National Register 
Heritage Conservation & Recreation Serv. 
Dept. of I n t e r i o r , Pension Bldg, 
440 G Street, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20243 

Attn: NOM 

Dear Ms. Shull: RE: 661 - CentraX 
Hlstorrc h i s t r i c i , 
"Chas. S, Ashley & Sons, Inc. 
11 No. Sixth Street 
New Bedford, Mass. 02740 

We would consider i t an honor to be l i s t e d i n the National 
Register of Historic Places, as we believe our c u l t u r a l resources 
are worthy of preservation. 

Our f i r m was established by Charles S. Ashley, who was one of 
New Bedford's most i l l u s t r i o u s c i t i z e n s , who served i n lo c a l govern­
ment from 1886 u n t i l 1936. During that time he was Mayor of New 
Bedford f o r 32 years. His foresight and achievements, which have 
benefited New Bedford u n t i l t h i s day, were many and to l i s t them 
i n d i v i d u a l l y would be very long, so we are attaching a few excerpts 
of his public l i f e i n New Bedford. 

The Insurance Company was established i n I 9 I I and i s now 
Incorporated with his grandson, John S. Ashley, serving as 
President. 

Our present b u i l d i n g , which you w i l l note has a Colonial 
facade, i s i n keeping with many of the Historic places of New 
Bedford, was purchased i n I 9 2 I . 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE MASSACHUSETTS  

Date Entered P̂*̂  2 4 ift;; "i 

Name Location 

Central New Bedford Historic District New Bedford 
Bristol County 

Also Notified 

Honorable Paul Tsongas 

Honorable Edward M. Kennedy State Historic Preservation Officer 
Honorable Gerry E. Studds Mrs. Patricia L. Weslowski 

Executive Director, Massachusetts 
Historical Commission 

294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

NR Byers/bjr 4/30/80 
^ 

For further information, please c a l l the National Register at (202)343-6401. 



Boston Investment and Development Company 

March 22, 1983 , , ^ 

Director of Conservation and Recreation Service 
U. S. Department of Interior 
440 G Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20243 

4 ^ 

RE: New Bedford Gas & Electric Co. Bldg. 
693 Purchase Street 
New Bedford, MA 
Control No. 0296-82-MA-82-0293 
Taxpayer's ID No. 04-2610577 

Dear Mr. Director: 

Olympia Tower Company (hereinafter, the Owner) formally appeals the 
decision by the National Park Service, Mid-Atlantic Region, that the project 
does not qualify as a certified rehabilitation for purposes of the Tax Reform 
Act. 

The project consists of the rehabilitation of a 4-story limestone building, 
the New Bedford Gas and Electric Company Building (hereinafter, the Gas Company 
Building), together with the construction of an adjoining new building. The 
Owner has applied for historic certification of the Gas Company Building. The 
rehabilitation of this building has carefully following the Secretary's Standards 
for Rehabilitation, including: 

1. Original limestone facades to be properly cleaned. 

( 2. Original globe lights along the facade to be repaired. 

3. Replacement windows to be installed to match existing. 

4. Original wood frames around windows to be scraped and painted and 
rehabilitated. 

5. Interior ceiling heights designed to be above the height of the 
windows. 

6. Interior marble and ornamental plaster ceiling at entrance and 
commercial space restored. 

7. Plumbing and heating risers to be relocated so as not to damage or 
destroy the decorative marble or the decorative ceiling moldings. 

151 TREMONT STREET • BOSTON. MASSACHUSETTS 02111 • TELEPHONE (617) 451-5757 



Director of Conservation and Recreation Service 
March 22, 1983 
Page 2 

Due to the high acquisition cost of the property, and due to the 
uneconomic configuration of the building and adjoining garage and pipe 
shed, i t was not economically feasible to rehabilitate the existing structure 
without increasing the density of the development. The four-story Gas Company 
Building could be rehabilitated into only 21 one and two bedroom apartments 
plus 6800 sq. f t . of commercial space on the f i r s t floor. The garage and 
pipe shed buildings had no economic u t i l i t y . The only economically feasible 
solution, other than to tear down the historic Gas Company Building, was to 
construct a new building adjoining the existing building. The Owner worked 
exhaustively with the Massachusetts Historic Commission to design a new 
structure which was compatible with the Gas Company Building and with the 
Historic District. Many architectural schemes were reviewed by the State and 
the City, resulting in the present project now under construction. 

On March 22, 1982 Bill Casper, of Boston Investment and Development 
Company, af f i l i a t e of the Owner, met with three staff members of the Mid-
Atlantic Region in Philadelphia to discuss the concept of connecting a new 
building to an existing historic structure. Mr. Casper brought preliminary 
plans for their review. Their comments were incorporated into the design and 
included the following: 

1. Recess the upper part of the new construction so as not to affect 
existing facade and scale of the Gas Company Building. 

2. Massing of the window patterns to conform to the scale of the 
existing building. 

3. Retain the original arch windows. 

On June 14, 1982 we submitted to the Massachusetts Historic Commission 
our application for Historic Certification, Part I and Part I I . The Commission 
asked for additional information regarding the interior, which was submitted on 
August 10, 1982. The application was approved by the Massachusetts Historic 
Commission and forwarded to the Mid-Atlantic Region in Philadelphia. On 
November 8, 1982 we received a letter from the Mid-Atlantic Region approving 
Part I of our application. Nothing further was heard from the reviewers until 
the end of February, 1983 when we learned that the Mid-Atlantic Region was 
going to deny certification of our plans. The enclosed letter of denial dated 
March 1, 1983, was received on March 7, 1983. 

The Mid-Atlantic Region made a determination that the rehabilitation plans 
violated Standard No. 2 and Standard No. 9. 



Director of Conservation and Recreation Service 
March 22, 1983 
Page 3 

STANDARD NO. 2: "The distinguishing original qualities or character 
of a building, structure, or site and its environment shall not be 
destroyed. The removal or alteration of any historic material or 
distinctive architectural features should be avoided when possible." 

The distinguishing original qualities of the building are the public 
facades on Purchase and Spring streets, constructed of limestone with stone 
detailing, and the dominant arched windows on the f i r s t floor. The architect 
Destremps', large rounded, almost-Richardsonian windows, extending on Purchase 
and Spring streets, with added globe lights set between each of the rounded 
arched windows,is the dominant architectural feature of the building. The 
rear and side of the building, the private facades, were constructed of red 
brick. The rehabilitation plans restore the facade details on Purchase and 
Spring streets, as well as the interior details of the Gas Company Building. 
In addition, the rehabilitation plans retain the original four-arched facade 
of the one-story garage structure, while recessing the new building behind 
the facade line in order not to interrupt Destremps' original dominant theme. 
When the rehabilitation and new construction is complete, the total project 
when viewed from Purchase and Spring streets will maintain the original strong 
appearance that was characteristic of Destremps' architecture. 

Standard No. 2 states that the original qualities of the building or 
character shall not be destroyed. The original character of the building is 
its stone work and large arched windows, all of which are being preserved. 
Standard No. 2 continues that,"The removal or alteration of any historic 
material or distinctive architectural features should be avoided when possible." 
The brick walls of the garage and attached pipe shed were not considered 
distinctive architectural features. I t was the opinion of the State Historic 
Commission, the New Bedford Office of Neighborhood and Historic Preservation, 
the Environmental Officer of the Boston HUD Area Office, and the Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation that the demolition of the private facades 
of the garage, and the two and a half-story pipe shed, to the rear of the 
garage, did not significantly deter from the distinguishing original quality 
or character of the building. 

STANDARD NO. 9: "Contemporary design for alterations and additions to 
existing properties shall not be discouraged when such alterations and 
additions do not destroy significant historical, architectural or 
cultural material, and such design is compatible with the size, scale, 
color, material, and character of the property, neighborhood or 
environment." 

The Mid-Atlantic Region in their letter stated that the original National 
Register nomination papers submitted by the City, indicate "that despite dense 
development, none of the buildings (in the Historic District) is more than five 
stories in height." This is incorrect since a nine-story building exists a 
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block away and a twelve-story building exists at tie north end of the 
Historic District. Both buildings are significantly higher than the new 
addition. In fact, there are a number of six-story buildings within the 
District with floor to floor heights that are greater than our new building. 

The Mid-Atlantic Region found that "although compatible in material and 
color, the size and scale of the proposed addition is incompatible with the 
character of the property, neighborhood and environment," and therefore, 
violates Standard No. 9. However, in the opinion of the Massachusetts 
Historic Commission and the New Bedford Office of Neighborhood and Historic 
Preservation, the new addition (which is smaller in height than other buildings 
in the District) is compatible with the size, scale, color, material and 
character of the property, neighborhood and environment. By recessing the new 
material behind the original garage facade, the new addition does not compete 
with the original character of the Gas Company Building. Further, the rhythm 
and scale of the windows relate and provide the transition between the new and 
old architecture. Working closely with the local and State historic officers, 
the architect gave great attention to alignment and continuation of the fi r s t 
and third floor cornices, as well as the parapets, in designing the new 
exterior walls. With attention given to the details of the existing historic 
building,: the architecture of the new building created a scale compatible with 
the existing building and its neighbors. An interesting counterpoint is that 
the First National Bank of Boston Building, the nine-story building mentioned 
above, in fact strongly relates in feeling and material to Destremps' 
architecture, with large dominant arched windows at the first floor, limestone facade 
and cornice detail. 

The Owner wishes to appeal the decision of the Mid-Atlantic Region and to 
affirm that the new addition is compatible with and does not destroy the 
historical significance of either the existing property or the Historic District. 
The Owner further claims that as a result of the amount of time taken by the 
Mid^Atlantic Region to review and subsequently to reject the design, there was 
no opportunity for the Owner to change the design of the new building. This 
delay on the part of the Mid-Atlantic Region violated 36 CFR 67.6 (c), which 
requires the Secretary to determine "normally within 45 days, i f the proposed 
project does not meet the 'Standards for Rehabilitation.'" Nor was the Owner 
advised by the Mid-Atlantic Region, in a timely fashion, of revisions to the 
plans which would bring the project into conformance with the Secretary's Standards. 
By March 1, 1983 the structural steel for the new addition had been fabricated 
and was being erected. There was no possible way to make any alteration. 

The Owner requests the opportunity to meet with the Director. The Owner 
has contracted to have a massing model built of the Historic District, .sis well 
as the proposed project, in order to demonstrate the compatability of the new 
building with the Gas Company Building and with the Historic District. We 
respectfully request that the Director grant us an opportunity to meet and 
present our argument. 
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Since the project is residential in character and not eligible for 
commercial rehabilitation tax credits, the loss of the historic investment 
tax credit greatly impairs the economic viability of the development. 
Further, the considerable additional expense already incurred by the 
Owner,in response to local and State historic preservation office requirements 
to make the project conform to the Secretary's Standards, would be lost i f the 
development failed to receive historic certification. 

We are available at any time to come to Washington to meet with the 
Director. 

Very truly yours, 

OLYMPIA TOWER COMPANY 

By:. 
Richard L. Taylor, General Partner 

RLT:jdm 

Enclosures 

CC: MA SHPO 



DENIAL OF CERTIFICATION OF REHABILITATION — APPEAL — APRIL 12, 1983 

Property: New Bedford Qas and E l e c t r i c Company Building 
693 Purchase Street 
New Bedford, Massachusetts 

w i t h i n the Central 
New Bedford 
H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 

Owner: 

Part 1: 

Part 2: 

Denial Issues: 

Olympia Tower Company 
Boston Investment and Development Company 
151 Tremont Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02111 
Representing the owners at the meeting w i l l be: 

Mr. Arthur D. U l l i a n , General Partner 
Mr. Richard Taylor 
Mr. P h i l i p Hresko, AIA, ASLA 
Mr. Tony Sousa, formerly of the c i t y 
Mr. John Bullard, Waterfront H i s t o r i c Area League 

4-story limestone, commercial building b u i l t i n 1913 and designed by 
Louis E. Destremps, a prominent l o c a l a r c h i t e c t . Located on a corner, 
large, arched windows extend along both street facades at the f i r s t 
f l o o r l e v e l . A one-story garage carries the arcaded facade four bays 
further on one street. I t was b u i l t (as an o r i g i n a l element of the 
building) to house the new e l e c t r i c Company vehicles. The building 
remained the headquarters of the company that b u i l t i t u n t i l recently. 
6/14/82 I n i t i a l application received by the SHPO 
8/17/82 Completed application received by SHPO 
9/13/82 Application received by MARO 
11/8/82 C e r t i f i c a t i o n of significance 

Conversion of the building into 21 housing un i t s and commercial space 
on the f i r s t f l o o r , and a ten-story addition containing 69 more apart­
ments began July 1, 1982 and w i l l be completed September 1, 1983. 
6/14/82 I n i t i a l application received by SHPO 

,1—^/17/82 Completed application received by SHPO 
9/13/82 Application received by MARO, with recommendation from 

SHPO to c e r t i f y , that project meets "Standards" 
L2/3,4,9/83 MARO discusses denial with SHPO 
2/11/83 Developer requests meeting w i t h MARO 
2/17/83 MARO meets w i t h developer 

,.-3-Al/83 Project denied by MARO 
3/23/83 Request for appeal received 

V i o l a t i o n of Standards 2 & 9 by demolishing a l l of the garage except 
the facade and a l l of the rear buildings, as well as removal of the 
two central doors and transoms i n the garage, and setting back the 
new i n f i l l i n the arches. 

The new addition v i o l a t e s Standard 9 as i t i s out of scale w i t h 
the h i s t o r i c structure and with the d i s t r i c t . 

MARO comments: 

SHPO comments: 

Owners' case: 

An addition of smaller size and prominence could have met the "Standards" 
More h i s t o r i c f a b r i c of the garage would have to be retained i n order 
to maintain the h i s t o r i c character of the structure. 
Strongly recommends c e r t i f i c a t i o n . Project has been through substantial 
review by the SHPO and the City of New Bedford. The ov e r a l l project 
i s the best achievable solution. 
The owners' arguments w i l l be presented at the appeal meeting. See, 
also, the attached l e t t e r 


