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CONDITION

Rosemount, & twenty room mansion, has a portico of six Ionic columns,

above which arises a hipped roof to the base of a peripteral temple forming
an impressive superstructure. ‘ '

The platform of the portico is set well back from the brick foundat-
ions of the columns. A heavy paneled walnut door, flanked by twin parlors
which are large, spacious, high-ceilinged, long-windowed rooms. Beyond
this is the great hall. A screen of supports divides the area, and the
rear section is a sixty foot cross hall with outside doorways at either
extremity.

The long dining room opens into the center of this hall by folding
doors and at either end of the dining room are white mantels of Carrara
Marble brought from Italy. This dining room has a chamber and dressing
rooms on either side, and there are three rooms above them. This is
thought to have been the first part of the house built.

The upstairs room over the dining room has outside-type windows open-
ing into the hallway. The indications are that a two-storied porch ran
across the front of this long narrow structure, containing the stairway
connecting the floors. The supports dividing the great hall appear to be
little more than porch posts.

There are six large bedrooms and a large hall on the second floor.
The observatory and widow's walk that form the temple-like cupola give
’ wide vistas of farm lands, and it is said that the owners kept watch over
“the slaves at work in the fields from this vantage point. In early days
-this observatory was reached by an elevator operated by a pulley.

, Exceptionally fine architectural features of Rosemount include the
following: the handsomely executed fluted columns with superlative Ionic
capitals; the ipdentically fashioned doorways on each of the three story
entrances--sidelights and transom on the main floor are of ruby Bohemian
gigés;vbearing crystal patterns of flowers and vines; the magnificent
woodwork of the four double doors in the large entrance vestibule; and
the most elaborate cupola in Alabama.

Rosemount underwent a complete restoration in the 1950's, as a
result of having passed into new ownership after being in the Glover
family for more than a hundred years. The new owners, Mr. and Mrs. Edward
DeVesci, did a good job of restoring the house themselves, including
plastering, papering, reupholstering and refinishing the floors and wood
work. : :

L ,—"3* *'f‘-‘ ‘*“w\

.

-\

//J “,'45 AT
/57 Reeened 2
SNTE - S U

P

138

SNOITLONYLSNI



PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[J Pre-Columbian [ 16th Century {1 18th Century [ 20th Century

3 15th Century [ 17th Century 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATEL(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1832.-39

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Ampﬁate)

Abor iginal {1 Education (] Political 03 ‘Urban Planning
{71 Prehistoric O Engmeenng ] Religion/Phi- ] Other (Specity)
[} Historic [ industry ' Iosophy>

[J Agricuiture [ invention ] Science

[} Architecture [ Londscape [J Sculpture

[ At Architecture [1 Social/Humon-

[0 Commerce [ Literature itarian

[ Communications [ Military [C] Theater

[ Conservation ] Music [ Transportation

(Ve )
=z
o
-
, Q
: >
[+ 4
| -
| v
\ =z
w
w
v
T xlu“
.,\‘ié‘ ‘V?I.‘?f’%‘
@ ey {
A r { -“\4
H&nﬂ.- ’
l\\(* LR A .
e, ) s
> \\ ‘ ~ {‘\4
('Ct i ¥ TS &

3
t

. T~
T~

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Rosemount has received wide acclaim from numerous architects, most
of whom consider it one of the most outstanding Greek Revival antebellum
mansions in Alabama.

The commanding cupola and the tasteful use of wooden construction
materials are outstanding features of Rosemount. "It (Rosemount) is one
of the Deep South's finest Classic compositions dome in wood," says
J. Frazer Smith.

Well-known architect Clay Lancaster calls Rosemount "the most grandly
conceived mansion in Alabama, perhaps in the entire Southland." Ralph
Hammond, an authority on Alabama mansions, describes the home as "the
Grand Mansion of Alabama."

Rosemount rests on a star-shaped knoll, and forms a natural pattern
of land planning which includes a large lake, giant magnolias which border
an old-fashioned formal garden, orchards, pasturelands, farm groups and
slave quarters. All this may be viewed from (and was the inspiration for)
the crowning glory of Rosemount--the cupola. The cupola was reached from
the second floor by means of an elevator and was uUsed as a music conser-
vatory. From this cupola not only may the entire estate be seen, but three

neighboring counties and the distant shores of the Tombigbee and Black
Warrior Rivers.

" Allen Glover, born in 1770, came with his wife Sarah Sarana Norwood
from South Carolina to the black belt region of the Alabama territory in
1818. He apparently first built a house of brick, but, black belt soil
making such poor quality bricks, he began a new house, Rosemount, in 1832,
of wood. Seven years and the help of dozens of slaves were required to
complete the house.
S

Glover had one son, Williamson Allen and-several daughters e
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ROSEMOUNT
8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Continued)

Rosemount's elegance shows Glover as a man of wealth, culture, and
social position; it reveals his efforts to build a house to suit his
particular needs rather than one to conform with the conventional plan of
the day. One of the most pleasing features of the house is the apparent
ease with which it embodies what is best in the design of late Georgian
and Classic Architecture.
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