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This bandstand is in a hexagon plan shape, completely of woocL construction, 
with sheet metal roofing.

The floor of the structure is one story above ̂ pade, suppprted 
of wood completely enclosing the floor construction* The foundation wall 
is divided into two partss the first third of the height starting at the 
ground is a vertical wall of 12* lumber) the next two-thirds of this wall 
has an ogee profile, constructed of narrow boards, creating a transition 
from the larger foundation wall to a slightly smaller floor level.

A square column at each intersection of the hexagon supports a wood arch 
(ornamental) that carries the eave construction, which overhangs the 
floor slightly and is supported by carved wooden brackets (ornamentally). 
A low-pitched roof rises uniformly towards the side of each hexagon face 
until it intersects the small dome sitting at the apex. This dome is not 
visible from the inside of the bandstand, as the ceiling is flat wood. 
The dome has a lacy wood fringe surrounding its base, similar to one at 
the facia of the main roof.

Access to the floor level is via a straight flight of stairs on one face 
of the hexagon. A lacy wooden bannister completely surrounds the edge of 
the floor area and descends with the steps.

In general appearance, the structure presents a grand scale. Sitting on 
a flat plane, among large old trees, it is deceptively small until a human 
figure appears beside it or on the platform. It prese^g]lj|g9aijited 
entirely in white except for the vertical portion of ;ih»j rotKei^wm wall 
which is painted a dark green. There is n© clue t0 ^e^fjjj&nai pt&ors. 
The overall effect is of a large, highly ornamentedcoj^«%gn^ry. <Jlowever 
its scale and good state of preservation, as well^ as its gtrlP setting, 
give it a continued functional and esthetic appeajn ^/

-Y\V

In the description of Central City Park in the Macon 61^^]Dt^i6^ory of 
1872 the Bandstand is refered to as "the music stand formed' as a Chinese 
Pagoda, rising up in the center* of the park.

Comments by William R. Mitchell, Jr., Georgia Historical Commission 
"It is in 'the same vein 1 as the top of Longwood or 'Butt's lolly' in 
Matchez, Mississippi*. A picture of this is found in The Gingerbread 
Age, John Maass, New York.
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This unique bandstand, one of the few of its kind left in this country, 
is prominately located in Macon's Central City Park, amid a grove of 
beautiful shading oak trees, and nearby a lagoon where graceful fountains 
splash on intriguing Egyptian lotus flowers and other aquatic flora,

This bandstand has been the center of many political, musical, social 
and pleasurable occasions since its erection in $6*7) in the 250- acre park 
which was laid out shortly after Macon was founded in 1820.

Here Ex-President of the Confederacy Jefferson Davis and Mrs. Da vis 
held a special levee for children on October 30, 1887. Here Mr. Davis 
stood with his hand on a table around which members of his cabinet held 
their last meeting, Mrs. Davis occupying a chair beside him. They 
shook hands with and sometimes kissed the little children as they filed 
past.

Here Ex-President William H. Taft spoke on November h, 1909 (see 
Judge Charles H. Bartlett House), and band concerts, picnics, celebra­ 
tions, barbecues, fiery speeches, have centered around this attractive 
aesthetic center piece of this public place which has been the locale 
of State Fairs since 1871*

The race track at the Park was at one time the finest in the country. 
It was used daring the early part of the twentieth century as a landing 
field, and aviators said it was the best in the Southeast. During the 
Park's long history it has served as winter quarters for harness horses 
and many circuses and varied celebrations; and many soldiers have 
encamped there during the wars in which our country has been engaged.



Butler, John C. History of Macon and Central Georgia. Macon, Georgia,
1879. 

Comments by Charles Sides, A.I .A. 
Comments by William R. Mitchell, Jr., Georgia Historical Commission 
Macon City Directory - 1872.
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