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The Mount Vernon African Methodist Episcopal Church is located approximately 
five miles north of the Kentucky-Tennessee border on State Highway 100 in Monroe 
County. The church faces south and is situated on a slight rise with the road bending 
around the church on the east. The site of Freetown, a small community established 
by the freed slaves who constructed the church, lies 1/4 mile to the northeast.

The church is a one-room, one-story log structure with dovetail notching. The 
hand-hewn logs average 12" in width and are set close together. The chinking 
which filled the cracks, has fallen out in several areas. Large exposed pegs pin 
the eave logs at the four corners. Weathered clapboarding covers the north and 
south gable ends. A tin roof replaces the original wooden shake shingle one. 
Located in the center of the west side is an interior brick smoke stack (see photos 
1, 4, and 5).

The front entrance, centered in the south gable end, is composed of double doors. 
Two shuttered openings are spaced along the west and east sides. In recent years 
double pane sash windows have been installed. A small square shuttered opening 
is in the center of the north gable end (see photos 2 and 3).

In the interior, the original puncheon floor on log sleepers remains intact, as well 
as several rustic benches which appear to be original. The ceiling, composed of 
narrow tongue-and-groove paneling, replaces the original (see photo 6).
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The Mount Vernon African Methodist Church, five miles north of the Kentucky- 
Tennessee border in Monroe County, was built in 1848 by George Pipkin, Albert 
Howard, and Peter West, freed slaves of William Howard, a wealthy Monroe County 
farmer. The Mount Vernon A. M. E. church, which served as a school for the 
black children as well, was the first black church in Monroe County. Services 
are still held by the congregation in the original log structure on special occasions.

The builders of the Mount Vernon Church were former slaves of William Howard.
Howard, a native of North Carolina, settled in Monroe County in 1802, five
miles west of Tompkinsville, the county seat, where he purchased several hundred
acres of farmland. Although Howard was a slave owner, he did not approve of
slavery and he freed his slaves and gave them each a small piece of land when they
reached the age of twenty-one. The small community of Freetown, located 1/4
mile north of the church and several miles west of Howard's residence, was established
by the freed slaves and was the first black community founded in the county. In
1848 George Pipkin, Albert Howard, and Peter West, residents of Freetown, built
the hand-hewn log church.

The African Methodist Episcopal Church was formally established in 1816 in 
Philadelphia by discontent black members of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
congregation. The Methodist doctrine set forth in the Methodist Book of Discipline 
is composed of twenty-five tenets, which are essentially an abridgement of the 
thirty-nine Articles of the Church of England. The tenets embraced a strict code 
of discipline which strongly discouraged slaveholding and the buying or selling of 
slaves. Because of this doctrine the Methodist Episcopal Church attracted many 
freed blacks and slaves in the Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Charleston areas, 
when the church was first established. While the Methodist congregations were small 
and poor, they welcomed free blacks and slaves to their church. But as the 
church grew in numbers and in wealth, the white members of the congregation dis­ 
criminated against the blacks. As a result the black members left the Methodist 
Episcopal Church and on April 1816 a group of black leaders met in a convention

(continued)
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and formed the African Methodist Episcopal Church and elected a bishop. They also 
adopted the "Articles of Religion" and "General Rules" in the Methodist Book of 
Discipline, thus essentially eliminating any difference between the Methodist 
Episcopal and the African Methodist Episcopal Church in theology, ethics, and 
government (Payne, p. 7).

The A. M. E. church experienced a slow, but steady growth. Through missionary 
work, the first African Methodist Episcopal Church was established in Lexington, 
Kentucky, in 1827.

According to Richard Collins in his History of Kentucky (1874), there were 703 slaves 
in Monroe County in 1840. The number had grown to 922 in 1860, while there were 
only 17 free blacks (Vol. II, p. 261). The Mount Vernon Church, not only served 
as a place of worship, but it also served as a school for black children after the 
Civil War for seventy years. The Mount Vernon congregation continues to hold 
services at the church on special oceasions.
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