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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Tke Joseph H. Gray House is a two story f wood firame dwelling constructed C. 1911. 
Quilt by prominent Re.no Department Stone, owner f Joseph H. Quay, the, building 
^oZJiows a design integrating Colonial Revival style ornamentation with massing 
associated wMi Queen Ann design. The dwelling, whoAe. aJidkite.ct hob not been 
-ide.ntifi'iejd , tietosinb a kiQk cfeg^ee o^ <int&gi<ity. Tke. A&iuctuuie, JJ> (LUWie.ntly 
666 ecf £01

Tke, Gray Ho 666 e ocaupteA a px,om<in&nt f landAc.ape.d lot on Cou/it Street tn the, Newland 
aAe,a ofi Re,no. A&tkougk many buMUng* kave, been converted to commesu.c.al 
the, a>te,a tie£asint> it& tieAidtivifcial akasiacte/i de^necf by low Acale., tangle. 

dMe£JU,ngA dating fttom tke, ^u^>t tk>ie,e, decoder ofi tke, twe.nttetk c.e.ntusiy.

The Gray House iA supported by a raised, random rubble foundation and 
in an asphalt shingle roo^ incorporating both gable and kip farms. Tke dwelling' ̂  
roofi eaves are extended and include decorative exposed rasters. The -fairst story 
o~i the asymmetrical building is spanned by an open shed porch supported by paired 
Tuscan columns which rise firom a shallow balustrade sheathed in weather boarding. 
Tke masonry o^ tke dwelling is irregular. Exterior wall planes are sheathed in 
weatherboarding while building corners are defined by narrow cornerboard. 
Windows are two-light-over-two-light sash enframed by simple board surrounds.

The principal entrance to the structure is marked by a slightly projecting 
pedimented porch supported by paired, Tuscan columns.

A single bay, single story garage iA located to the rear oft the site. 
The garage is supported by a shallow rubble foundation and terminates 
in a filat roo& defined by a shallow parapet. This simple, firame structure 
is contemporary with the dwelling.

Tke site includes two contributing buildings', 
single story garage.

A two story dwelling and a
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Summary

The Joseph H. Gray House iA an architecturally significant , two Atory dwelling indicative 
ofi the Aurburban design aSAociated with Reno 1 A Rio ViAta Height* Subdivision; the city'A 
moAt prominent and architecturally influential residential development ofi the early 20th 
century. Constructed in 1911 , the Gray House ex.empli&icA the transition between the 
Queen Anne and Colonial Revival AtyleA in a western residential context.

Elaboration

The development oft Rio ViAta HeightA dates to 1906 and can be credited to prominent 
Hevadan, fronds G. Ncw&wdA. UzwlandA , who Aervad the Atate OA both a CongreAAman 
(1893-1903} and Senator (1903-1917) was responsible far introducting the Reclamation Act 
o& 1902; legislation which opened up ten million acres in the west far irrigation and 
AubAcqucnt Aettlwent. Hollands was also a private land developer responsible far the 
AubdiviAion o£ Chevy Chase, Maryland, and Rio \/iAta HeightA in Reno , The residential 
area is commonly known as Newland HeightA.

The Reno Aubdivision, overlooking the Truckee River, attracted prominent local merchants 
and profieAAionals who constructed Aizable Auburban dweliingA reflecting then ''.current 
architectural trends.

Built around 1911 , the Gray Mansion iA an itnpoAing and attractive example o^ QJJJLW Anne 
farm and Colonial Revival ornamentation. It iA one oft the mo At mpoAing and well 
preserved Atructure ofi itA Atyle in the area. The dwetting was conAtructed by prominent 
area merchant, JoAeph H. Gray as his residence.

JoAeph Henry Gray was born in Truckee, California, November &, 1B69. He belonged to 
a pioneering family which contributed to westward movement into the Sierra Mountain 
range. Around the turn ofa the century, Gray moved to Reno where he became one o£ 
the faunders o{ Grey, Reid, bright Company in 1900. He helped build it into one o& 
the area' A moAt AucceAA&ul buAineAAes.

Gray commiAAioned the construction o£ the Mansion at 457 Court Street ca. 1911. The 
masAive Atracture, Aituated in the moAt presdigiouA Reno neighborhood oi its time was 
an appropriate expresAion oft the wealth and AU.CCCAA o^ one ofi the area 1 A moAt AucccA 
merchants. Gray Aold his interest in the buAincAA in 1928, but continued OA an active 
participant in the buAineSA until the early 1950 A. The Grey Reid Department Store 
remained in buAineAA in Reno until the early 19SOA.
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JoAepk Gsiay maintained si&>4.dency at 457 Count Street ^om 1911 until hi* death 
on July 20, 1956.

the death o& Gfiay Ln 1956, the Atfiuctusic became tke n.cAi.dency o{ a number o 
Auc.ceAA4.ve own&u>. In 19B6, it U)OA converted to piofieA Atonal o^i.ce Apace.


