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The Joseph H. Gray House 45 a two storny, wood frame dwelling constructed C. 1911,
Built by prominent Reno Deparntment Store ownern, Joseph H. Gray, the building
foLlows a design integrating Colonial Revival style ornamentation with massing
assocdated with Queen Ann design. The dwelling, whose architect has not been
Ldentified, netains a high degree of integrnity. The structure 48 curnrently

wsed fon progessional ofgices.

The Gray House occupies a prominent, Landscaped Lot on Count Street 4in the Newland
Heights area of Reno. AlLthough many budildings have been converted to commernical
0ffices, the area netains its nesddential character degined by Low scale, single
family dwellings dating grom the inst three decades of the twentieth century.

The Gray House s supponted by a raised, random rnubble foundation and terminates
An an asphalt shingle roof incorporating both gable and hip forms. The dwelling's
hoof eaves ane extended and include decorative exposed nagterns. The §inst story
0§ the asymmetrnical building is spanned by an open shed porch supported by paired
Tuscan columns which nise grom a shallow balustrade sheathed in weathern boarnding.
The masonry of the dwelling 44 inegulan. Exterion wall planes are sheathed in
weatherboarding while bullding corners are defined by narrow cornerboand.

Windows are two-Light-over-two-Light sash engramed by simplLe board swviounds.

The principal entrance to the structure 45 marked by a sLightly profecting
pedimented porch supported by paired, Tuscan columns.

A single bay, single story ganage 45 Located to the nearn of the site.

The garage 45 suppornted by a shallow rubble foundation and Lerminates

in a §lat noof degined by a shallow parapet. This simple, grame structure
45 contemporary with the dwelling.

The site Aincludes two contrnibuting buildings: A two stony dwelling and a
single storny garage.
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Summary

The Joseph H. Gray House is an ancnutec,tunauy sdgniglcant, two stony dwelling Andicative
04 the swibwiban design assoclated with Reno's Rio Vista Heights Subdivision; the city's
most prominent and architectunally influentiok nesidential development of the early 20th
centurny. Constructed in 1911, the Gray House exemplifies the transition between the
Queen Anne and Colonial Rew;vaz styles in a western nesidentiol context.

ELaboration

The development of Rio Vista Heights dates Zo 1906 and can be credited to prominent
Nevadan, Francis G. Newlands. Newlands, who served the state as both a Congressman
(1893-1903) and Senaton (1903-1917) was responsible for introducting the Reclamation Act
of 1902; Legiskation which opened up ten miLlion acres in the west forn Lwiigation and
Aubsequent settlement. Newlands was also a private Land developern nesponsible for the
subdivision of Chevy Chase, Maryland, and Rio Vista Heights in Reno, The residential
area L5 commonly known as Newland Hughzt»s

The Reno subdivision, overlooking the Truckee River, attracted prominent Local merchants
and professionals who constructed sizable subutban dwellings neflecting then cuwrent
architectunal trends.

Built anound 1911, the Gray Mansion 45 an Amposing and attractive example 0§ Queen Anne
form and Colonial Revival omnamentation. 1t 48 one of the most Aimposing and well
preserved structune of its style in the area. The dwelling was constructed by prominent
area merchant, Joseph H. Gray as his nesidence.

Joseph Henry Gray was boan in Truckee, California, Novembern §, 1869. He belonged to
a ploneering family which contributed Zo westwarnd movement into the Sierra Mountain
range. Around the tun of the century, Gray moved to Reno where he became one of
the founders o4 Grey, Redid, Wiight Company in 1900. He helped build it into one o4
the area's most successful businesses.

Gray commissioned the construction of the Mansion at 457 Count Street ca. 1911. The
massive structune, sdltuated Ain Lhe most presdigious Reno neighborhood of Lts Lime was
an appropriate expression of the wealth and success of one of Lthe area's most success ful

merchants.

participant in the business until the early 19505.
nemained in business Lin Reno until the early 19805.

Gray s0ld his internest in the business in 1928, but continued as an active
The Grey Redd Department Stonre



nMA]OR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Zauner, Phyllis, Reno-Sparks, Nevada; Tahoe Paradise, California: Zanef Publications, 1978.

Stone, Lew W., "Beautiful Homes 4n Reno 1915," Nevada State Jowrnal, 1980-81

Wrnight, Thomas Preston, "A Reno Renatssance," Reno, August 1979, p. 12

So This 1s Reno, Junion League, Reno, The Nevada Division of Historic Preservation and
Ancheology.

Nevada State Jowwnal, July 21, 1956

Reno Evening Gazette, July 21, 1956

[DIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY __fpAA Than gue

UTM REFERENCES

CllJLllIllJ'!lllll' Dl_j_JlIlJ!JJllJJllJJ

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Parcel Numbern 11-101-09 of the Reno, Nevada subdivision recorded as Rio Vista
Heights Subdivision (1906).
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ELaboration Continued

Joseph Gray maintained residency at 457 Count Street from 1911 until his death
on July 20, 1956.

Aftern the death of Gray in 1956, the structure became the residency of a number o
successive owners. In 1986, it was converted to professional office space.



