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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Gardner News Buil ding stands at t hecorner of Central and Vernon Streets,

a key intersectionin dowtow Gardner. |t istrapezoidal inplan, withits
main entrance |ocated onthe southem Central Street end. Because of a slightly
sloping site, therear elevation of this utilitarian brick buildingis two
stories inheight while thefacade is three stories. |t is surrounded by a
mx of comercial and residential buildings but cannot be considered part of a
district.

The seven bay facade i sloosly divided into three parts both horizontially

and vertically. Thefirst floor (separated from a | owbasenent by a row of

sol diers) contains atripartite windowwi th a sandstone architecturein the

west ernmost two bays. A small w ndow and the sinple entrance occupy the two
eastem bays. The entrance i s headed by a transom and framed by brick

pilasters which carry a sandstone architrate. Three slightly recessed w ndows
linked by a single sandstone architrave arelocated in the center bay. The first
floor is articulated by six horizontal brick bands. The second story is divided
by brick pilasters with sinple capitalswhich carry astylized brick entablature.
Copper oriels occupy the outer bays, while three w ndows occupy the center bays.
Unframed w ndows occupy al | seven bays of the third story. The building i s
capped by a decorative brick cornice and sandstone stringcourse and a parapet -
whi ch appears t o have been either repointed or rebuilt.

The western elevation i s conposed in twoparts. The southem section continues
the decorative brickwork of the facade and has a shaped parapet. Fenestration
is irregular. Theeight bay northern part has sonewhat sinpler brickwork and a
regular fenestrationpattern. The north and east elevations arewthout
ornamentation and have irregular fenestration.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Gardner News Building retains integrity of location, design, materials and
wor kmanshi p and through its continuous role asthe hone of a major newspaper
is strongly identified with thedevel opment of the city. The newspaper has
been inportant tothecomunity asitschronicler, educator, commentator, and
voi ce. .. ) .

The Gardner News started publication onJuly 3, 1869, under the ownership of A
Bushnel |, aforner resident of Tenpleton. Thefirst issue was afour page
edition with 350 subscribers. The paper was published as aweekly unti| 1897
when i t nerged with the Gardner Daily. At this time one paper wasprinted on a
daily basis while another edition was printed on Saturday as a weekly. This
process continued until 1904.

The present building was designed i n1906 by t he Boston architectural firmof
Qx and Gale. |t has served asthehone of t he Gardner News ever since.
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
[TTTTTK”™]  Office of the Secretary of State

ASSACHUSETTS 294 washington Street

Boston, Massachusetts
HISTORICAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

August 20, 1979

RECAVED
Mr. Ronad Greenberg, Acting Chief 5 FP 190 "
Registration Branch
: : NATI ONAL
OAHP, Heritage,Conservation 8§ RO STER

Recreation Service
440 G Street W
Washington, D.C. 20243
Dear M. G eenberg,
Encl osed youwill find the followi ng nom nation fornmns:
Gardner - First Mnister's House
Gardner -(.Gardner News Buil ding
Gardner - EW Smith Silver Q.

The above have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer.

Sincerely,

Christine Boul din
Survey Director
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Also Notified
Honorabl e Paul Tsongas

Honor abl e Edward M Kennedy State Historic Preservation Officer
Honor abl e Robert F. Drinan Ms. Patricia'L. Wesl owski
Executive Director
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
294 \Washington Street
Bost on, Massachusetts 02108
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For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.



