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The Soscol House, originally located at the northwest corner of the intersection of the 
Suscol Ferry Road and Highway 29 (Napa-Vallejo Highway), was moved approximately 500 
feet westward along the Ferry Road and south of it in March 1978 to avoid demolition of the 
structure for a California state highway project. In its relocation, the structure has been 
reoriented with the c.1856 wing (originally on an east-west axis) now on a north-south axis 
and the c.1875 wing (originally on a north-south axis) now on an east-west axis. To avoid 
confusion in description the wings will be referred to by their approximate construction dates 
Soscol House, though moved, remains within its early environment, central to the main 
north-south artery (Hwy. 29) which has existed in trail, road and highway form since the 
mid-19th century.

An archaeological investigation undertaken at the original site of Soscol House has revealed 
the presence as early as 1853 of a structure, perhaps a farmhouse, running on an east-west 
axis parallel to the Ferry Road. Whether this structure is the same as that identified as Elija 
True's Suscol House in 1856-57 on the same site cannot be determined but this two story „ 
wing, "I-shape" in plan, c.1856, is of the early pegged mortise-and-tenon framing. The 
second wing, added c. 1875, on a north-south axis parallel to the Napa-Vallejo Road, was 
built with balloon framing.

By the mid-1870s, Soscol House had attained its "L-shape" plan of two stories, with a 
gabled roof, clapboard siding, and symmetrical placement of windows with double-hung six- 
over-six sash windows. This Greek Revival influence was common to vernacular inns of the

V

period in this region. Originally two brick chimneys, enclosed at each gable end of the 
c.1856 wing were evident as was a central chimney in the c.1875 wing. A two story porch 
extended the length of the c.1856 wing and half the length of the c.1875 wing. It was 
supported by square columns with a second story balustrade. There were two doorways in 
the south facade on the first floor and one door on the second floor; the first floor of the easl 
facade also had two doors. These features were still evident c.1900.

By 1937, a number of exterior alterations had taken place, with the gable chimneys and the 
two story porch removed. A new one story porch wrapped around the south and east sides. 
In 1946, a large one story addition was added to the northwest side and there were numerous 
smaller shed additions. In the 1950s, Soscol House had a fire. Internal alterations were 
made and the second story windows facing east in the c.1875 wing boarded up.

With removal of the Soscol House from the site in 1978, the exterior additions were stripped 
away leaving the "L-shape" plan visible. The Soscol House is presently under renovation 
and is being returned to its late 19th century vernacular style with the assistance of 
archaeological and historical evidence uncovered by archaeologist Roberta Greenwood and 
her staff.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Soscol House is the earliest remaining example in Napa County of the once common 
stage stop inn of the mid- 19th century and is the only commercial structure remaining of 
the once thriving Suscol, a transportation center of the 1860s. Soscol House served as a 
transfer point for stage lines serving Sacramento, Suisun, Napa City, Petaluma and Santa 
Rosa. San Francisco steamers docked at Suscol Wharf; the Napa Ferry crossed here; the 
Napa V.alley Railroad made connections at Suscol and it was a shipping point for Napa County 
products to San Francisco prior to the rise of Napa City in the 1870s. Yet, as Suscol de­ 
clined with the growing prominence of Napa City, Soscol House survived. Due to its stra­ 
tegic and central location within the network of transportation routes which have passed the 
site from the 1850s to the present, Soscol House has seen the passage of the ferry era, the 
stage coach lines and the trains, while the automobile has still served it on the major 
north-south artery, Highway 29 (Napa-Vallejo Road). However, with the coming of the 
Southern Crossing Bridge, a major 20th century link in regional transportation, it was found 
the access road would not pass adjacent to Soscol House but through it. Through private 
initiative, the Soscol House was moved by the present owners to avoid demolition.

For more than a century , the Soscol House has served continuously as a hotel, restaurant 
or bar. "Suscol House" is recorded at the intersection of the Suscol Ferry Road and the Napa- 
Vallejo Road by 1856-57 with Elijah True as proprietor. By the late 1870s, Soscol House re­ 
flected the Greek Revival vernacular style of inns of the period (see Hansen,Wild Oats in 
Eden,p. 70). As ferry and stage traffic declined by the 1890s, the Soscol House served local 
traffic in an area of hay and livestock ranching. In the early 1900s the electric railroad added 
customers and by 1915 auto traffic was stopping at Soscol House. Prohibition had little effect 
upon the saloon and restaurant. The barn, which had stood across the Napa-Vallejo Road from 
Soscol House and which served as a dance hall, burned or fell in by the 1930s. Following 
renovation in 1946, the Soscol House was the site of banquets and dances as well. In the 
1960s, the Soscol House also served as a theatre for a local theatrical group. With the 1970s. 
Soscol House went into serious decline, becoming an antique store in 1974. The Carrolls 
purchased Soscol House from the State of California in 1977 and moved it in 1978 with the 
intention of renovating Soscol House in the late 19th century vernacular style and opening it 
once again as a restaurant. The present site remains within the transportation network in 
which Soscol House has played a central role in the past century.
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