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1. Name of Property

historic name. Mill River Historic District

other names/site number Mill River Village
2. Location
Roughl 'y bounded by Main Street and River Church.
Sreet & nunber Sout hfield, Clayton, School, and Hayes Hill Roads NiZAnot for publication
city or town Newvw Marlborough N/H vicinity
state M assachusetts code MA county Berkshire code 003 =zipcode 0124 4

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this ® nomination

« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements setforth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
S meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered signlficetnt

¢ nationally « statewide B locally. ( = See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Sgfehe of aatifying dfftasTitkeWdithi t h IMcDonoughOate Exdéguiiiwe Director
M assachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer
State”f Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets ¢« does not meet the National Register criteria. ( * See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
herebycertify that the property is: A Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
[M entered in the National Register,
n See continuation sheet.

n determined eligible for the
National Register
* See continuation sheet.

n determined not eligible for the
National Register.

« removed from the National
Register.
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5. Classification

Ownership of Property. . . .Cateopry of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (CheclITbnly one box) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)
H private Aipi .t ¢ building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
;e g e i °
+ public-Federal V-JHA-structure 1 sites
structures
. objects
103 18 . Total
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously listed

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) in the National Register

N/A 0

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions Grrent Functions

(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)

AR QLTURE agricultural outbuilding ARGR QULTURE agricultural outbuilding
GOWMHERE TRACE specialty store, professional QOMMERIE specialty store

DOMESTI C single dwelling, multiple dwelling DOMESTI C single dwelling, multiple dxjelling,

secondary structure, hotel secondary structure
EDUCATI N school EDUCATI O\ school
GOERN\MENT: city hall, post office GOERNMENT: city hall, post office
| NDUSTRY: manufacturing facility, storage RELIGON religious facility (church)

RELIGON religious facility (church)

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials
(Bt categories from insructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
EARLY REPUBLIC: Federal, foundation STONE BR K
M D 19TH CBENTURY: Gothic Revival, Geek Revivalwalls VD
LATEVICTCR AN [talianate, Queen Anne BR K
LATS 19TH 8|L EARLY 2|0TH ENTURY REV VALS roof ASPHALT

assical Reviva -
ND STYLE other,  OONRETE

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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i*, + DESCRI PTI ON

The Mill River Historic District i sa linear village district
extending one-and-one-half mles along t he Konkapot River andt he
roads that follow theriver valley. | t sapproximately 425 acres

contain predom nantly mid-nineteenth-century residential,
institutional and commercial buildings, along with nineteenth-

century grist-, saw, and paper mill archaeological sites onthe
river. Mill River i sone of five villages within the rural
southern Berkshire County Town of New Marl borough. The village
has historically served as thecenter of town government, and
during thenineteenth century, i twas theindustrial center as
well. Although Mill River lost itsmanufacturing prom nence when
the railroad bypassed it, and al Imill buildings are gone, the

rural village i tcreated remains well preserved i nitsnarrow
river valley setting. The district contains a total of 103
contributing resources: 92 buildings, 11 sites including one
cemetery that reflect itshistoric significance. The 16
noncontributing buildings aremostly modern garages, the?2
noncontributing structuresarelate 20th century concrete bridges
over t he Konkapot River.

The Konkapot River i sa domnant feature of thevillage andthe
rural town of New Marlborough, which i sdotted by evergreen-
forest and underlain by rocky soil. The river drops 129 feet as
it threads itsway theone-and-one-half miles through Mill River
Village. The river's industrial opportunity spawned el even dans
and mills i nthenineteenth-century, eight of which are still
visible today as archaeological sites within thedistrict. The
village's historic role as thetown's civic and manufacturing
center i sreflected i nthenodal character of theroad pattern.
Main Street i sa continuationof theMill River - Great
Harrington Road tothenorth and theMill River - Southfield Road
to thesouth. | tisjoined (north tosouth) by School Road,
Hayes Hill Road, River Road, and Church Road. The middle two
roads intersect with Mill River - Clayton Road.

The boundaries of thedistrict aredefined by, and include, t he
Konkapot River, which forms thewest boundary at thenorth endof
the district and t he east boundary at thesouth end of t he
district, and by historic propertieslining theroads. The
boundaries roughly correspond tothevillage as delineated i na
nineteenth-century atlas [Beers 1876; Attachment A], extending
from theBrewer sawmill site on thenorth tothed. Carroll &
Co. |ower paper mill site on the south.

(continued)
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In the nineteenth-century, the land surrounding Mill River was
open, cultivated agricultural and grazing land. While nmuch |and
has reverted to forest, stone walls which marked field divisions
remain in the sparsely populated hills around the village. A
val l ey setting, concentration of buildings close to Main Street
and the Konkapot River, and relatively high population set the
district aﬁart from surround|n? | ands. Lands immediately
abutting the district are mostly wooded, with a m xture of open
fields and woMds beyond. The district retains a high degree of
:> |ntegr|tK initsindividual buildings and survival as a historic
unit. This is evidenced by conparison of itspresent condition
with historic maps and with a fine collection of late nineteenth-
and early twentieth-century photographs (Frank Sisson,
photo%rapher). The nost striking losses are the mill structures
and the elm trees that [ined Main Road before the onslaught of
Dutch Elm disease in the twentieth century. e small park
exists, creat%g.n the late twentiethcentury by the local
Congmapvation ssion around ' site (G Robbins Paper
Mi also known as the "Crea the rear of the library.

| River is dom nated by one- 0-and-one-half-story, wood-
residential buildings, shealmed i n wood cIanoards and

pa d white with black shutters. Mst were built in the md-
nineteenth cent and designed ina restrained Geek Revival
style as houses™or mi || owners and workers. A handful of late
e|ghteenth-century houses, predating the major period of growth
and |ater modified with Geek Revival design elements, and a few
Italianate houses constructed in the second half of the
nineteenth century conplenent the core of simple dwellings. The
village possesses three relatively elaborate houses built for
promnent citizens in the Gothic Revival, Italianate, and Queen
Anne styles. Tw Romanesque Revival style churches were built in
the decade between 1860 and 1870. Civic and institutiona
architecture (town hall, library, school) of the nineteenth and
earlr twentieth centurg al so displays classical revival design
ideals, simply rendered inwood or red brick. Nineteenth century
commercial buildings include tw former hotels, a small office,
and several combination residence/shop buildings, one of which is
still used as a general store. o

The outstanding preservation and generally excellent maintenance
of buildings inthe district is largely due to the interest of
Br|vate owners. (e church has been converted to a residence,

ut the exterior remains essentially unaltered. At the present,
approximately half the houses are owned by seasonal and weekend

(continued)
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residents, reflecting the influx of second honmes and tourists to -
the southern Berkshire County region. . ,
The eight visible mill foundation sites and dans along and across

oA

the river that were the key to the village's settlement have been
identified and marked by the New Marlborough Historical Society.
The Society conducts tours of the sites and maintains a
collection of artifacts from nang of the sites. Attenpts by the
Society to restore the Crosb?/- Robbins Mill site was unsuccessful
due to inability to raise sufficient funds. The sites have
suffered from the erosion inpacts of repeated floods and winter
ice flows, but the stone work remains of buildings, dans, and
sluiceways and the vestiges of foinner m || ponds are present.

The Mill River Historic District contains few intrusions. Wth

the exception of one barn recently altered for use as a

residence, al | the noncontributing resources are buildings

constructed in the twentiethcentury after the end of the period ",
of significance. They consist of a few nodern ranch houses and

nunerous small garages. .

bui | di ngs have been lost since the nineteenth century and

none are known to have been noved. The major loss of historic
fabric has been the mills, the last of which was dismantled
during World Wr I, However, their sites are still visible and |,
evocative of the active and productive village in the nineteenth
century. They survive as archaeological sites with a high
potential for study of Mill River's nineteenth century industrial
history. Tw additional archaeological sites have been
identified based on historic maps, but have not been |ocated.

They are two houses no longer standing that belonged to prom nent
mll owners in the 1870s.

The following are descriptions of key and representative

bui l dings, followed by representative archaeol ogical sites,
within the district. The order of presentation in each instance '
I's roughly north to south.

The Chauncey Brewer or E Rhoades House, School Road, ca. 1850
(Mp 4/ 74A, MC #23) is a small one-and-one-half story, end-gable
G eek Revival house built as a residence for the Brewer saw mill
operator. Clapboard and shaped shingle walls rise to a gabled

roof, with frieze-band attic Ju ndowl at t cornif\, An

asymmetrical fr’t, kitchen eF\In, ar\ﬂ porch}'econpl Athe bEiIdi!19'...‘

[ n |
(continued)
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The saw mill and mill pond were located close by on the same
property. ¢ o

The C Hall House, School Road, ca. 1880 (Mwp 4/74;, ML #22;
Phot ograph 11), is a substantial Queen Anne house, the finest
example of this style inthe district. Rising two-and-one-half

" stories to a cross gable roof with pedimented ends, the
cl apboarded and asymmetrically massed building has cut-away
corners, palladian-inspired w ndows, lattice and stained glass
wi ndows, and a range of gabled porches across the front and along
the south side. Also located on the property are a well
preserved group of late nineteenth and early twentieth century
farmoutbuildings.

The G G Warner House (a.k.a. Field property), School Road, ca.
1835 (Map 4/30; ML #25; Photograph 8), i s a handsonme two-and-

' one-half story Greek Revival house set with itsgable end to the
road. A symmetrical center entrance facade, heavy cornice, and
corner boards treated as pilasters distinguish the house. |t has
secondary entrances on either side and an el | and porch at the

v rear adjacent to the river. The sheathing i s asbestos shingle,
but al ltrim remains.

5 The C Rood House, School Road, ca. 1850 (Map 4/31, ML #24), is
the most picturesque house in the district. A small one-and-one-
quarter story house, i texemplifies the Gothic Revival cottage

A form initscross gable plan, steep roof, breaking gables topped
with finials, pierced and sawn vergeboard, and porches.

The Mill River School, School Road, 1938 (Mwp 4/32; Photograph
#8), is a tall one story Georgian Revival building constructed of
red brick with cast concrete trim  Capped with a gable roof, the
symmetrical rectangular blocky building has ranges of grouped
wi ndows on each long elevation and matching enclosed entrance
»# ells on each short elevation. The school replaced an earlier
| i structure at the sanme |ocation, erected in the mid-nineteenth
A century.

The I mmacul ate Conception Roman Catholic Church, Main Street,
1866 (Map 17/11; ML #34; Photograph 10), is the simpler of the
two Romanesque Revival churches in Mill River and served the
Irish Roman Catholic popul ation when first constructed. | tis a
simple front gable, rectangular, clapboarded building
intersected by a square central entrance tower topped with a
plain octagonal shingled spire. Relatively small-scale round

I (continued)
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arch windows containingleaded stained glass arelocated onthe
front and sides and |ight theinterior. The church occupies a
prom nent site on a high bluff overlooking Main Street andthe
river.

The Peter Davis Hotel, later Napol eon Shaker Store, Main Street,
ca. 1825 (Map 17/12; ML #35; Photograph 12), i sa broad,
clapboarded, two-and-one-half story Greek Revival building with a
four-bay front under an end-gable pediment. Entrances are
located on thefront, within a later addition, and on t he south
side. | twas built as a store for Napol eon Shaker and was used
as a hotel i nthe1870s. At therear area two-story el | and
porch, and a freestandingbarn. Several additions have modified,
but not obscured theoriginal massing: a one-story storefront
addition tothefacade, a narrow two-story extension of thenorth
* * side, and an entrance porch on thesouth side. |t has housed
several business enterprisesand currently contains apartments.

Sisson and Bl odqgett Drugstore, now Mi |l River Store, Main Street,
1875 (Map 17/14; ML #44; Photographs 4 & 5), i sa plaintwo-
story, two-bay wide, front-gable building with a first floor
storefront under an open porch. | t i ssheathed i nclapboard and

S unadorned. From 1915 t ot hepresent i thas served as Mill
[ River's general store. The post office i salso housed i n the
> shpp space.

? 4 N o ' 0w A

The Sisson & Blodgett House or Keyes House, Main Street, ca. 1800

"NjT-  (Map 17/15; MHAC #45; Photographs 2 & 5), i sa finely detailed

two- and-one-half story, clapboarded Greek Revival house set ona '"MV'

f stone foundation. The three-bay by four-bay main block has a
dentil cornice, paneled cornerboard pilasters and end gable

pedi ments with horizontal attic windows. The entrance i s
recessed under a heavy flat entablature. Early one-story gable-
roof ells with porches extend totheside andtotherear. A
barn on theproperty has been remodelled as an art gallery. The
house was t he hone of Lorrin Keyes, a state representativeand
senator i nthe 1880s and 1890s.

The A Smth House, Main Street, 1850 (Map 17/18; ML #42), i sa
small two-story, L-plan Italianate house with clapboarded walls
rising toa flat roof. |t has a projecting bay window and ornate
iron work supports on theside el | porch.

(continued)
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The diminutiveMs. H Wlfe Millinery, later Maxwell Doctor
Office, Main Street, 1845 (Map 17/18A; ML #41), of wood frame
construction with a three-bay front under a gable roof has been
used as a small shop and office.

New Marl borough Public Library, Main Street, 1919, (Mp 17/16;
MC #43; Photograph 15), was constructed with Andrew Carnegie
l'ibrary funds. The one-story Classical Revival style building of
buff-red brick has a three-bay temple front and a broad cornice.
The four cast concrete fluted colums were created by Marcus
Rodgers, the former editor of the Berkshire Courier and a native
of Mill River. The central entrance is set ina round-arch
opening surmounted by a fanlight, a motif repeated on the rear

el evation. A fanlight in each stuccoed end pediment |ights the
attic. Wndow size and placement varies. Surrounds are cast
concrete lug sills and flat lintels,

The H Rogers Hotel, Main Street, ca. 1795 (Myp 17/10; ML #46
Phot ograph 13) i s a seven-bay |long, gable-roof building located
across the road from Town Hall. W¢th itsclapboard walls rising
two-and-one-half stories, the building's most notable
characteristics are the repetition of uniformw ndow openings
with six-over-six sash, several simple entrances, and a full one-
story porch along two sides. It'soriginal appearance i s not
known, but i tmy have been enlarged in the md-nineteenth
century when used as a hotel.

The former United Congregational Church, Mill River - Southfield
Road, 1870 (Map 17/47; ML #51; Photograph 9) was built by
Captain James Carroll, one of the paper mill owners. Although
converted to a private residence in 1976, the building's exterior
remains |ittle changed. [Itis a tall one-story rectangular
building, three bays by five bays, with an end gable roof and an
intersecting central entrance tower. Romanesque Revival style
design elements appear in the double-arch tracery and round-arch
hood nmol ds with pendants on the tall wi ndows. The six-panelled
door i s set in an arched surround echoing the wi ndows and i s
surmounted by a drip nolded frieze. The tower rises from the
gable roof in three stages: a square arcaded belfry with
chamfered corners, a short octagonal section, and a tall
octagonal spire with louvered openings.

(continued)
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The New Marl borough Town Hall, Mill River - Southfield Road,
1871; rebuilt 1909 (Map 17/46; ML #49; Photographs 16), was
originally constructed in the Greek Revival style and rebuilt in
1909 following a fire with a nodest Colonial Revival entrance.
The one-and-one-half story, gable-roof, clapboarded building is
three bays by six bays and is simply detailed. The central
entrance is recessed ina segmental arch opening; the door is
paneled and glazed, with a fanlight above. Wndows on the first
floor are tall twelve-over-twelve sash. The end-gable attic

wi ndows are widely spaced six-over-sixsash, with a small arched
| ouvered opening at the gable peak. The basement i s exposed at
full height on the west side and rear.

The JW Adans House/ E & JW Adans Meat Market (a.k.a.
Stanton- Nourse House), Main Street, ca. 1795 (Myp 17/40; ML  #47)
is a two-and-one-half story, side-gable Greek Revival house with
an asymmetrical six-bay facade, corner pilasters, and two |ateral
wi ngs. The entrance i s recessed and flanked by sidelights. The
west wing has been modified with the addition of an enclosed
porch. The house was probably modified to itspresent formin
the mid-nineteenth century when i twas used as a boarding house
for paper mill workers. In the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries, a meat market occupied part of the building.

The C Shean House, Clayton Road, 1850 (Map 17/42; ML #54), is a
one-and-one-half story, clapboarded Greek Revival house with
flushboard sheathed pedi ments and marble foundation facing. The
entrance has a heavy flat entablature, and frieze wi ndows |ight
the attic. An el | extends to the south. The house was built as
a wedding present in 1850 for the son of Captain Warren \Wheel er,

one of the paper mill owners. In 1894, i twas purchased by
Nellie Winkle for $125.00. She was a descendant of Timothy
Winkle, the first Irishman to locate in M|l River to work in
the paper mills. The property remains inWinkle-family
ownership.

The T.G Carroll House, Clayton Road, ca. 1850 (Mp 4/72; MC
#56; Phot ograph 14), is the district's most elaborate Italianate
house, although a fairly simple rendition of the style. | thas a
cruciform plan and rises two stories to a nearly flat roof with
attic frieze-band windows. The three-bay facade has tall first

story windows and an end-bay entrance under a porch with carved
embel I ishments above the plain support posts. Carved decoration
is also applied to the high lintels of the second story wi ndows.
The remaining elevations are nmore simply treated. The house was

(continued)
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built by a menber of the Carroll famly who owned two paper mills
near by. ; -

Scattered in several locations inthe village, but found in
concentration along River Road and Clayton Road, are small single
fam |y worker's cottages erected i n the 1850s and 1860s. They
are simlar inform one-and-one-half story in height, with flank
gable roof, attic frieze windows, and a center-entrance, three-
baY facade. Sone appear to have been owned by the Carroll paper
mll, while others were privately owned. Exanples of these
residences include Mp 17/34, 17/35 (MC #53), 17/36, 17/37,

7129, 714 (ML #57), and 7/30.

Archaeol ogi cal Description

While no prehistoric sites are currently recorded in the
district, locational characteristics of the area indicate sites
shoul d be present. (he prehistoric site isrecorded in the
general area (within one mle). Environmental characteristics of
the river valley setting of the Mill River include several

| ocations where well drained level to moderately slopingterraces
in close proximty to the river indicate favorable prehistoric
site locations. The district is also underreported

archaeol ogically. Gven the above informationand the size of
the district (approximately 425 acres) a high potential exists
for the recovery of Native American sites in areas not inpacted
by historic period devel opment.

A high potential also exists for the recovery of significant '

historic periodresources inthe district. Anong these, >

industrial remains includin? eleven mills, eight of which have
been identified, are sone of the nore visible remains in the
area. « o :

The Brewer Saw Mill, off School Road, built between 1764 and

1814, (Map 4/ 74A) was the northern-most mill inthe district and
was the last in operation. [It's water power machinery was

di smantled for scrap during World Vr [, but i toperated on a
gasoline engine until 1959 and was torn down in 1964. The site
consists of the mill pond, stone dam and stone foundation of the
mll building on the east side of the river. The early history
s obscure, but i thad several owners prior to Edward Rhoades who
in 1876 sold i tto Chauncey C S Brewer. The mill passed to
Edwi n Stanton, a son-in-law of Brewer, and then to it spresent
owner. Honer Stanton, i n 1960. In the course of itshistory, it

% (continued)
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housed bl acksmi th shops, cider presses, and |athe making and wood
shingle machinery, inaddition to itsprimary function as a saw
mill.

The Bl ackmer - Alexander Grist Mill Site, also known as Nah\am
Ward Grist Mill Site, off School Road, 1744 (Map 4/35; Photograph
7), 1s one of the oldest industrial sites in New Marlborough.
Located a few hundred feet up stream from the Mill River - Great
Barrington Road bridge, the site contains the dry laid stone
foundation remains of the mi |l building on the east river bank.

Historic photographs show a small, deteriorated, gable roofed and
cl apboarded wood-frame building set on the high foundation. A
low riffle of one or two stone courses inthe river just above
the mill is the remmants of timber crib and stone dam that

i mpounded water to power the mill. Constructed i n 1744, the mill
assed through a succession of owners. Between about 1800 and
1835, i twas owned by Mbses Spaul ding, followed, from about 1835
to 1856, by Dan Adanms, a prom nent man of the time. | n 1856, i t
was owned and operated by Alfred H Alexander until 1890, when
activity ceased. A stone grinding wheel associatedwith the mill
has been retrieved fromthe river bed and is inthe possession of
the New Marlborough Historical Society.

The Ward - Sisson Saw Mill Site, off Main Road, 1742 (Map 4/38),
is most likely the oldest industrial site in New Marlborough. It
stood just below the Mill River - Great Barrington Road bridge on
a natural fall of 10 to 12 feet. Depicted in historic
photographs, a one- to two story, wood-frame building stood on
the east bank of the river adjacent to a stone and timber crib
dam which raised the falls to 18 to 20 feet. NahxamWard

constructed and operated the saw and grist mill under a contract
with the town proprietors dated 1739. The Sisson family acquired
the mill in 1857 and continues to ow the property. In the ~
187 0s, i tfunctioned as a saw, planning, and cheese box mill

under H D Sisson (Beers map, 1876). The mill operated until

World War |, and was torn down in the 1920s. [In 1927, Harry D
Sisson, representative to the Massachusetts General Court from

1929 to 1939, built a small sumrer house on the mill site remains

(Sisson House, 1927, Mp 4/38). Portions of the mll's stone
foundation and dam remmants are visible along the river bank and
in the river bed.

(continued)
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The Crosby - Robbins Paper Mill Site, off Hayes Hill Road, 1836
(Map 17/23; Photograph 6), i sthe nmost dramatic and one of the

two best preserved industrial sites within the MilIl River
Historic District (see Lower J. Carroll & Co. Paper Mill Site
described below). Located just above (north of) the Hayes Hill
Road bridge, the dam tail race channel, and mill foundations are

finely constructed of cut stone blocks dry laid i nregular
courses, of which only a few upper courses are missing. The dam
was 20 feet high and held inmpounded water i na broad pond still
visible as a |low area extending out from the present-today river
banks. The complex comprised of three main structures, including
the two-and-one-half story wood-frame machine room with therag
room | ocated i nthe basenent, on the west side of theriver, and

the finishing mll on the east side of thriver. According to
oral history, themill was powered by a horizontal water wheel
vertical shaft, and leather belt system The mill was the "upper
mll" of several operated by Robbins and continued to be used

until at least the end of the nineteenth century. ,

The Upper G Robbins Paper Mill Site, also known as the

"Creanmery", off River Road, 1836 (Map 17/17 & 17/30B; Photograph

3), was the first paper mill at Mill River, erected i n 1836 by e
Warren Wheel er and Noah Gibson. | thad a succession of nine '
owners, including G Robbins inthe 1870s, before it ceased

operation about 1880. The mill enployed 30 to 40 hands i nthe
manufacture of fine writing papers. 1 n 1898, a dairy creamery o
was constructed at the same location, giving the site its nore '
commonly used current nane. Today, remains of the stone dam are /
visible. This was one of three paper mills operated by M. ,
Robbins, including the Crosby - Robbins Paper Mill described i
above, and the Lower G H Robbins Paper Mill Site (off Main ol
Street, ca. 1850 Map 17/40). A few courses of stone work at a "
bend i ntheriver bed mark the site of the latter mill, which

stood on the east side of theriver inthe present-dayparking *

| ot of Ornsbee's Garage (Main Street, 1939, Mp 17/40). %

The Lower J. Carroll & Co. Paper Mill Site, off Clayton Road, ca. *
1873 (Map 7/26 & 7/25; Photograph 1), was the second and |arger

of two paper mills built by John Carroll inMIll River. The

earlier m Il (Upper J. Carroll & Co. Paper Mill Site, off River

Road, ca. 1840s; 1856; Myp 17/53) originally nmade straw wrapping "
paper beginning i nthe 1840s. | n 1856, Carroll purchased rights

to manufacture white printing paper fromrye straw, the second

mll inthe country to do so. Scattered stones of buildings and

dam mark this site today. About 1873, Carroll entered a

(continued)
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8. statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for tfie criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

S A Propeily is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

» B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X1 O Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of atype, period, or method of construction or
represents the worl< of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

IS D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

(Mark "x" in all ttie boxes tfiat apply.)
Property is:

H A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

« B removed from its original location.

* O a birthplace or grave.

S D a cemetery.

» E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
* F a commemorative property.

» G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain tfie significance of tfie property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography

Berkshire County, MA
County and Sate

Areas of Significance
(BEnter categories from indrudions)

ARCHITECTURE .
ARHAEQ QY (Historic)

BEXPLCRATI ON SETTLEEWNT
I NDUSRY
POLI TI CS/ GO/AERNMENT

Period of Significance
1742 to ca. 1942

Significant Dates
1747
1836
1873

Significant Person

(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)
N/A

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

e prelimi determination of individual listing (36
pCeIJ—JH] g%/has Eeen requesteg g (

» previously listed in the National Register

» previously determined eligible by the National
Register

» designated a National Historic Landmark

» recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

» recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

X Bﬁteer "sl,'tsatt%“%g%rnegyervatlon Office

» Federal agency
* Local government
* University
e Other
Name of repository:

M assachusetts Historical Conunission
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10. Geographical Data

Berkshire County, MA
Cauty ad Sate

Acreage of Property approximately 425 acres

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1118 16]4]3]|6/0]|0| 14]|6]6,4|6,0, 0| 31181 1614i313i4i0l 14i616i41 41 2i Ol
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
21181 16|4]|34/6]0 |4,6|6 43 6 0 411i81 I6k i311i2101 14i616i412i6i01l

\~ See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
11. Form Prepared By

Nev Marlborough Historical Commission & Virginia H. Adams, NR edit consultant
nameftitte with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director, MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Conmi ssion date March 1994
dreet & number 80 Boylston Street tfilephnne (617" 727-8470
Boston dae MA Zp code 02116

city or town
Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property. ~

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this Item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name Multiple

street & number. telephone.

city or town state. zZip code.

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 ef seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form Is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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partnership with James Goodwi n and constructed a larger mill
downstream  The Lower Carroll Mill site is comprised of an
enormous dry laid, cut head race on the east side of the river

| eading to the mill, which was also on the east side of the
river. Gate mechanisms in the dam controlled the power flow.
The dam the long head race channel, the mill foundations, and a
shorter tail race channel al | survive inrelatively good
condition today.

In complement to the mill sites, the district also has high
potential for the presence of eighteenth and nineteenth-century
residential archaeological sites. These include a few known
residences that are no longer standing, such as the John Carroll
House Site (Mp 17/41) and the E Adans House Site (Mp 4/62).
The location of a ca. 1738 Ward log cabin is also reported on the
north side of the river near itsdeepest and widest falls.
Structural remains my also survive from the 1871 Town Hall on
Southfield Road which burned and was rebuilt in 1909.

Occupational related features (trash pits, privies, wells) are
al so expected at residential and commercial archaeological sites
and in association with structures still extant. These resources
could range from small trash deposits at residential hones and
smal ler industrieslike blacksmth shops to |large refuse areas
associated with mlls or, municipal trash disposal. Mill related
refuse was also comonly used to fill oldmll locations.

Unmar ked graves are also possible at the Od Mill River Cenetery
(Map 4/29) located on School Road where the earliest stone dates
to  1758.

(end)

8. STATEMENT G SI GNI FI CANCE

The Mill River Historic District is significant as the location
of New Marlborough's first settlement and mill, and as an
historically prom nent nineteenth century local manufacturing
center, town center, and residential/commercial village. The
period of significance extends from 1742 when the first mill was
built to ca. 1942 when the l|ast paper mill closed. The sturdy
buildings within the village are a good collective exanple of
rural conservative nineteenth-century architectureand reflect
the rise and decline of Mill River's vitality from the

(continued)
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m d-ei ghteenth century to the mid-nineteenth century. The well
preserved remains of at |east eight historic mlls spanning 200
years of occupation provide a valuable archaeological record

worthy of preservation and study. The Mill River Historic
District retains integrity of location, design, setting,
materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. | tis

significant at the local level in the areas of architecture,
archaeology (historic), exploration/ settlement, industry, and
politics [/ government and neets Criteria A G and D of the
National Register of Historic Places.

Mill River is one of five villages in the Town of New

Mar | bor ough. This western section of the Massachusetts Bay

Col ony around the Hoosac Range i n Berkshire County was opened for
settlement with completion of the Westfieldto Sheffield Road in
1735. To encourage settlement in the remote hilly area, four
townshi ps were surveyed and laid out in 1737. Desi gnat ed
Townships No. 1, 2, 3, & 4, they later becane Tyringham  New
Mar| borough, Sandisfield, and Becket.

The Konkapot River, also known as the Iron Works River, flows
roughly north to south through New Marlborough. | t swater power
potential attracted early settlers. Later, in the nineteenth
century, the river and the abundant woods of the region
encouraged the establishment of the paper industry, a major force
in the economes of Mill River and of Berkshire County.

O August 25, 1737, Nahum Ward of Shrewsbury was enpowered to
assenmbl e grantees or proprietors of Township No. 2 (New

Mar| borough) to choose a moderator, clerk, and commttee to allot
and divide lands. Many of the original settlers were from the
town of Marl borough i n eastern Massachusetts. They paid 1200
pounds to the commttee of the Court for surveying and other
charges and for purchase of land from the Native Americans.

Intent on planning the settlement and devel opment of their [ands
to the west, the group contracted with NahumWard to construct a

grist mill and saw mill in the Iron Worrks River. Ward built a
cabin on the west side of the river near itsdeepest and widest
falls, and by 1742, a saw mill had been constructed on the east

side of the river downstream of his house (Map 4/38) . Ward
promptly sold his New Marl borough interests to Elias Keyes.

Keyes in turn subcontracted to Joseph Blackmer to erect the grist
mll, for which constructionbegan in 1744 (Myp 4/35).

(continued)
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The first settler, Benjamn \Wheeler, arrived in Nw Marlborough
in 1739, followed in 1740 by his famly. As settlement

increased, additional mills were constructed on the steepest
half-mile stretch of river in the north section of the Mill River
Historic District. Land along the river was cleared to provide
wood for construction, heating, and cooking, as well as to open
fields for growing crops and grazing animals. Wien Township No.
2 had reached itsprojected population of 60 families, i t was
organized on June 15, 1740 as the District of New Marlborough.

The town incorporated in 1756.

The heavily forested region furnished material not only for
building, but also for mill machinery. The water wheels,

pul leys, bearings, pinions, and gears that powered the mills were
all fashioned from arborvitae from the local forests. Saw bl ades
and shafts were of iron, brought overland from Marlborough, and
possibly later manufactured in the region by local iron works.

Log jambs or cribs built against natural outcroppings and |aid
stone in the river raised the height of the falls to as nuch as
20 feet, generating up to 75 horse power.

By 1750, an iron works and forge (location not known) for
manufacturing pig iron was established below the saw mill on the
east river bank. The generation of the charcoal burned to
sustain recuired high temperatures wutilized the woodl ands

surrounding Mill River and afforded many farmers additional cash
income.
In 1790, Ebenezer Hall established a fulling mill (location not

e across the

known) for processing home spun wool cloth on a sit
ed from the

|

river from the iron works. Water power was suppli

Ward saw mill dam via a sluiceway to the fulling mill. The
process used a soft clay, known as "Fuller's Earth", to renmove
0oil and grease, after which the cloth was "fulled" or thickened
It is said to have been the first mill of itskind in Berkshire
County and the second in Massachusetts.

Little remains of the eighteenth century settlement of Ml
River. All the mlls are gone, and only a few houses remain.
They were built at the end of the century and mostly modified in
the Greek Revival style in the nineteenth century. This

i mportant period of early settlement is recorded in the
archaeological remains of the industrial and residential sites
scattered in the district. The fabric of Mill River today
reflects itsnineteenth century era of expansion, the period of

(continued)
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the village's greatest growth.

To realize the power available from the Konkapot River, which has
a total fall of 129 feet in the one-and-one-half mles through
Mill River, sonme eleven dans were built with individual falls
from seven to 23 feet in height. Al |l but one of the nineteenth
century mlls were situated downstream from the pioneer mills,
with the exception of the Brewer Saw Mill (Myp 4/74A).

By the second quarter of the nineteenth century, industry began
to transformMill River froma quiet agricultural hamet to a
more bustling industrial village. The advent of new mills
oriented to manufacturing paper products for shipment and sale,
rather than to serving the i mmediate needs of the local farming
popul ation spurred constructionof new houses, commerci al
buildings, and churches. As the popul ation expanded, it snake up
changed, with an influx of Irish-born immgrants who arrived
beginning about 1830 to work in the mlls. Despite these
changes, the village retained itsisolated rural character.

The natural resources within and surrounding Mill River -- the
narrow swift Konkapot River, the abundance of wood, and the
fertile agricultural lands -- that had fostered initial

ei ghteenth century settlement drew the paper industry in the
nineteenth century. The village derives i tsnane not from the
Konkapot River itself, but from the concentrationof mills along
the river's banks. | t wvas known as Mill River by 1876, and
probably earlier.

Al't hough mechanical power to operate the paper mills canme from
wat er wheels or water turbines, steam heat was requiredto dry
the paper. Most likely this canme from wood-fired boilers, as no
railroads existed to import coal cheaply. Supply of the fuel
needed to run the boilers again tapped the local forests and
provided a source of income for area farmers.

The first paper mill at Mill River was establishedin 1836 by
Warren Wheel er and Noah G bson (Upper G Robbins Paper Mill Site,
also known as the "Creanery", Mp 17/17 & 17/30B). At about the
sane time, John Carroll built a small straw wrapping paper mill
on the privilege bel ow Wheeler and Gi bson (Upper J. Carroll & Co.
Paper Mill Site, Mp 17/53). | n 1856, he nmde additions and

i mprovements to manufacture writing paper, but in 1860 abandoned
it for the manufacture of printing paper from bleached straw.
This was the second mill inthe country to nake white paper from

(continued)
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rye straw, and the paper was used by the New York Times. The
straw was nost |ikely grown by farmers around Mill River. In
1873, Carroll entered into partnership with Janes Goodw n and
constructed a larger printing paper mill downstream (Lower J.
Carroll & Co. Paper Mill Site, Mp 7/26 & 7/25). |In 1877,
Goodwi n becanme sole proprietor of the mill under the Berkshire

Paper Conpany. At it sheight of production, i t manufactured
three tons of paper per day.

By the md-1870s. Mill River had at least five paper mills

producing paper for markets al | over the country and abroad. The
popul ation of New Marlborough peaked in 1875 with 2,037
residents; separate figures for Mill River are not available, but
the village contained approximately 50 dwellings. Mill River

bustled as the center of New Marlborough's industrial econony and
its town government. A new town hall was constructed at the
central crossroads of the village (Mp 17/46, ML 49). Two
hotels operated to serve sales agents and others passing through
town (Map 17/12, ML #35 Mp 17/10, ML #46). A small

commercial concentration devel oped at the center of the village

with a general store, a drug store, a millinery, shoe shop
doctor's office, and meat market. e of the mill owners, John
Carroll, made possible the constructionof a Congregational

Church to serve the local Protestant population (Mp 17/47, ML
#51). At about the sanme time, the increasing Irish population
spurred constructionof a Roman Catholic Church, the second

ol dest remaining Catholic Church in Berkshire County (Mp 17/11,
MC #34). The first Catholic nmasses were held inprivate hones
beginning in 1841, and the church was completed i n 1866.

Suppl ementing the core of late eighteenth century dwellings, new
houses built between about 1850 and 1870 ranged from simple
workers' cottages, to sturdy mddle class houses, to a few nore
high style residences erected for the village's mpst prom nent
citizens. The clean lines and classical simplicity of the Greek
Revival style with itsidealistic associations as the proper
architecture of the new American republic was the most popular

The buildings inMIll River are typically conservative and modest
in conception. Although simple brackets and projecting bays,
indicators of Italianate influences, appear on a few houses; with
few exceptions, styles emerging by the 187 0s had |ittle audience
in Mill River. The handful of houses that represent nore
sophisticated taste in the Italianate, Gothic Revival, and Queen
Anne styles were built for the nore wealthy residents. As a

(continued)
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group, theintact concentration of largely unaltered nineteenth
century buildings i nMi Il River provide an excellent record of
the village's history and valuable representative exanple ofthe
characteristic architectural forms i nrural western
Massachusetts.

The paper industry i nMill River survived for only one half a
century, pushed into decline at theend of thecentury by rising
transportation costs and increased competition. Newer and | arger
mlls closer toefficient transport facilities were being erected
in other areas of Berkshire County, drawi ng both business and
workers from theMill River mills. Although theneed for rail
transportation had been recognized and a survey made i n 1879, t he
Konkapot Valley Railroad projected i n1891t o connect the
Housatonic and t he Central New England |lines at Canaan,
Connecticut was never built. By that time, thesliomp i n Ml
River's industries had proceeded totheextent that thenew l|ine
was not economically feasible.

By World War | | (1940s) al |l themills, except theBrewer Saw
Mill, were closed. Today themills exist as archaeological sites
(See statement below). W<th thewaning of industry and
population i ntheearly twentieth century, thevillage's
commercial activities also slowed, leaving only theMill River
General Store/Post Office (Map 17/14, ML #44) and Ornsbee's
Garage (Map 17/40) i noperation. These two buildings, along with
three institutional buildings testify tothecharacter ofthe

village i ntheearly twentieth century. Mill River retained a
vital role i nthetown as New Marl borough's center of government,
reflected i ntherebuilding of thetown hall i n 1909 (Map 17/46,

MHC #49), replacement of theschool i n1938 (Map 4/32), and
construction of a new library i n1919 (Map 17/16, ML #43), i n
the first decades of thetwentieth century.

In a rather | owkey fashion, theinfluence of the automobile

appears t o have been an important factor i nMill River's stable
character i nthelast 70 or 80 years. Cars provided residents
with their only physical link toneighboring communities, and

smal | garages proliferated i nthefirst decades of the century.
To serve theautomobile enthusiasts, Edwin Stanton established a
small commercial garage i nMill River i n1918. |t burned i n1939
and was replaced by a new fireproof, concrete block structure,

O msbee's Garage (Map 17/40).

(continued)
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The rising popularity of the Berkshire region as a summer and

weekend resort area had little impact on Mill River until the
last few decades, when many properties have been purchased by
part-time residents. The preservationof Mill River has |largely

been due to the efforts of private property owners and the New
Mar| borough Historical Society. The village's relatively remote
location has also helped avoid the intense commercial devel opment
pressures that neighboring communities have experienced.

Archaeol ogical Significance

Since patterns of prehistoric settlement and subsistence in New
Mar| borough are poorly documented, any surviving sites would be
significant. Western Massachusetts, particularly the Berkshire
County area along the New York/Massachusetts i s underreported
archaeologically. More sites should exist inthe area then are
currently known. Prehistoric sites inthe New Marlborough area
my contribute data indicating the extent to which sites in this
area and Native American socio/political patterns are related
more to devel opments to the west in New York, to the East along
the Connecticut River Valley or southernly along the Housatonic
River drainage to the Connecticut area. Nearly the entire town
of New Marl borough i s drained by the Housatonic drainage. This
area my offer an excellent test case for the importance of
riverine drainage settlement hypotheses in spite of the fact that
maj or Native American culture core areas exist abutting the
drainage in New York and the Connecticut River Valley.

The historic archaeological significance of the Mill River
Historic District is well supported. The mills were the reason
for the village's existence and devel opment; their rise and
decline carried the village. The level of known existing
historical informtion chronicling the mlls and the visual and
physical presence of the sites in the ground make clear their
high potential to reveal insights inindustrial and local history
through carefully designed archaeological research.

O the eleven mills known to have existed along the Konkapot

River in the village between 1742 and ca. 1942, eight have been
identified. The general |ocations of the other three are known,
and existing data can likely lead to identification of their
specific sites with further archival and in-field study. Inal
cases, sone level of informationhas been collected regarding the
builders and owners, the function, the appearance, and the
history of the mills. Several mills were photographed in the

(continued)
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early twentieth century, providing anextraordinary visual record
of the buildings, danms, andrelated structures priorto

demolition. In addition, the New Marl borough Historical Society
possesses important collectionsof artifacts and memorabillia
from the mills.

The study of these mill remains andrelated materials can
fruitfully answer (questions andconplete gaps i n our
understanding in several areas: production history, industrial

and motive power (water power) technology, andthe chronology of
the construction, repair, andalterations of the mlls and
engineering structures.

Finally, analysis of occupation related features canalso provide
details of the village's existence andhowinhabitants of the
village adapted t othe mills rise anddecline. These features
can help provide detailed information onthe lives of the mill
workers andmill owners. Exanples of the areas that could be
addressed through study of material culture include: ways i n
which the lifeways of workers andowners differed; ways in which
different ethnic groups adapted to village [ife; andchangesi n
behavior, as reflected in the archaeological record, during the
rise anddecline of the village's econonmy. Similar approaches

could be applied t othe commercial properties in Ml River,
perhaps focussing onthe impact of imported consumer items on
village [life.

(end)

9. MAJCR Bl BLI OGRAPHI CAL REFERENCES

Bar ber, John W
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Sl oan and Pearce, New York, NY
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Sisson, H D

1937 The Town of New Marlborough, Massachusetts (unpubl i shed
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1949 The 5tory of Western Massachusetts. 4 Vol unes.
Historical Publishing Co. New York, NY.

Gazetteer of Berkshire County, Massachusetts. Compiled and
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NOTE:
Unl ess otherwise specified, nost references canbe found at
The Berkshire Antheneum Pittsfield; New Marlborough
Historical Room Museum or Mason Library, Great Barrington,

(end)

10. GEOGRAPHI CAL DATA
UM Ref erences (cont.):

5) 18 643340 4663620 15) 18 643000 4663100
6) 18 643450 4663680 16) 18 643000 4663220
7) 18 643500 4663520 17) 18 643100 4663240
8) 18 643420 4663420 18) 18 643000 4663800
9) 18 643280 4663360 19) 18 642800 4663900
10) 18 643420 4663100 20) 18 642920 4664040
11) 18 643340 4662860 21) 18 642820 4664440
12) 18 642990 4662620 22) 18 642940 4664380
13) 18 643100 4662840 23) 18 643220 4664660
14) 18 643160 4663020 24) 18 643340 4664660

25) 18 643360 4664580

Verbal Boundary Description:

The Mill River Historic District i sroughly defined by theroute
of t he Konkapot River andadjacent roads i ntheriver's valley as
It passes through thevillage. | t enconpasses |ots abuttingthe
river androads as delineated ontheaccompanying town Assessor's
Maps 4, 7, and 17, with thel otlines andtheriver formngthe

boundari es.

(continued)
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Boundary Justification:

The boundaries of thedistrict aredefined by, and include, the
Konkapot River, which fornms thewest boundary at thenorth end of
the district and t he east boundary at thesouth end oft he
district, and by historic properties lining theroads. The
boundaries include thehistoric properties associated withthe
village during i tsperiodof significance and exclude |andnot
historically considered t obe part of thevillage. They roughly
correspond tothevillage as delineatedi nanineteenth-century
atlas [Beers 1876; Attachment A], extending from t he Brewer saw
mll site onthenorth tothedJ. Carroll & Co. |ower paper mill
site on the south.

(end)
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Map/
Lot

17/3

17/4

17/5

17/7
17/11

17/12

17/10

17/13
17/14

17/15

17/21

MHC

30

34

35

46

36
44

45

37

Historic Name
P. Hayes House, Shoe Shop
Garage

J. McCormick House, or Holcom
Estate

Garage

T. Hudner House
Garage

Mrs. McAuliffe House

Immaculate Conception
Roman Catholic Church

P. Davis Hotel,
later Shaker Store

Barn

H. Rogers Hotel

Garage

Dr. S. Pease Res. & Office

Sisson & Blodgett Drugstore (now
Mill River Store & Post Office)

Garage
Sisson & Blodgett House
Barn (now art gallery)

A. Chapin or W. Walley House

MILL RIVER HISTORIC DISTRICT
NEW MARLBOROUGH, (BERKSHIRE COUNTY)

MASSACHUSETTS
DISTRICT DATA SHEET

Street Address

Main Street

Main Street

Main Street

Main Street

Main Street

Main Street

Main Street

Main Street

Main Street

Main Street

Main Street

Date of
Construction

ca. 1850
early 20th cen.
1790

early 20th cen.
ca. 1850

early 20th cen.
1830

1866

ca. 1825

ca. 1825

ca. 1795

early 20th cen.
1875

1875

early 20th cen.

ca. 1800
19th cen.; 1988

1846
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Status

o O O O o o

o o o o O

O O O O

Style
Classical Revival
No Style

Federal/ Greek Revival

No Style (concrete block)
Greek Revival/ Colonial Revival
Dutch Colonial Revival

Greek Revival

Romanesque Revival
Greek Revival

No Style

Federal/ Greek Revival
No Style

Greek Revival

Greek Revival

No Style
Greek Revival

Renovated

Classical Revival

Resource
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Map/ MHC
Lot #
17/20 38
17/19 40
17/18 42
17/18A 41
17/16 43
17/17 &

17/30B

17/30

17/25

17/24

4/62

17/26A

17/26B

17/22 33
17/23

Historic Name

D. Stannard House
Stable/ Garage

Mrs. H. Wolfe House
A. Smith House

now Wool Home
Garage

Mrs. H. Wolfe Millinery (later
Maxwell Doctor Office)

Public Library

Upper G. Robbins Paper Mill Site
(Creamery Site)

Blacksmith Shop?? now Blount
Home

House (site of G. Robbins House)
Shed
House

G. Robbins House (now 80 Acres
Club)

P. Gary House

P. Gary Barn; now Davis Home

G. Robbins House
Garage

Crosby - Robbins Paper Mill Site

MILL RIVER HISTORIC DISTRICT
NEW MARLBOROUGH, (BERKSHIRE COUNTY)

MASSACHUSETTS
DISTRICT DATA SHEET

Street Address

Main Street

Main Street

Main Street

Main Street

Main Street

Main Street

River Road

River Road

Hayes Hill Road

River Road

River Road

River Road

River Road

Hayes Hill Road

Hayes Hill Road

Date of
Construction

1874
1874
ca. 1870
1850
1840
1850
1845

1919
1836

19th century

ca. 1980
ca. 1980
ca. 1910

ca. 1820

ca. 1790

early 20th cen.?

ca. 1835
early 20th cen.
1836
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Status

O O o O o O 0

(@]

NC
NC

NC

(@)

Style

Classical Revival (Bracketed)
Classical Revival

Greek Revival

Italianate

Greek Revival

Greek Revival

Greek Revival

Classical Revival

N/A

Italianate (vernacular)

Reproduction Cape
No Style
Reproduction Cape

Greek Revival

Colonial

No Style; altered for residence,
1970s

Greek Revival
No Style
N/A

Resource
Type

B
B

Site
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Map/
Lot
17/47

17/56A

17/46
17/45A
17/48

17/45

17/40A

17/40

17/42

17/43
17/44

MHC

51

52

49

48

47

54

55

Historic Name

Former United (Congregational)
Church (now residence)

Parsonage
Garage

Town Hall

Parking - Town Hall

J. Ferry House

Mrs. Hudner
Garage

Res. of J.W. Adams, E. & J.W.
Adams Meat Market

Barn
Garage
Ormsbee's Garage

Lower, G.H. Robbins Paper Mill
Site

C. Shean House
Shed
E. Bein House

J. Carroll House

MILL RIVER HISTORIC DISTRICT
NEW MARLBOROUGH, (BERKSHIRE COUNTY)

MASSACHUSETTS
DISTRICT DATA SHEET

Street Address

Mill River
Southfield Road

Church Road

Mill River
Southfield Road

Mill River
Southfield Road

Mill River
Southfield Road

Main Street

Main Street

Main Street

Main Street

Clayton Road

Clayton Road

Clayton Road

Date of
Construction

1870

1872

early 20th cen.

1871; burned &

rebuilt 1909

ca. 1850

1858
early 20th cen.

ca. 1795

19th century
early 20th cen.
1939

ca. 1850

1850
20th cen.

1850

ca. 1845
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Status

(ol

O O O O

NC

Style

Romanesque Revival

Italianate
No Style

Greek Revival/ Colonial Revival
N/A
Greek Revival

Greek Revival
No Style

Greek Revival

No Style
No Style
Commercial (Cement Block)

N/A

Greek Revival
No Style
Greek Revival

Greek Revival (double house)

Resource
Type
B
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Map/ MHC
Lot #

17/34

17/31

17/35 53
17/36
17/37
17/38
17/41

17/45

4/28

4174 22

4/74B

4/29

4/30 25

Historic Name

P. Davis House

Shed

T. Peters House

now Johnson House
Mrs. P. Hogan House
J. Conley House

J. Hudner House
Mrs. M. Riley House
now Zaieski House
Site of John Carroll Res.

Upper J. Carroll & Co. Paper
Mill Site

now O'Brien Home
Garage

C. Hall House

Barn

3 Outbuildings
Barn (now Stanton)
Cemetery

G.G. Warner House

Garage/Apartment

MILL RIVER HISTORICDISTRICT
NEW MARLBOROUGH, (BERKSHIRE COUNTY)

MASSACHUSETTS
DISTRICT DATA SHEET

Street Address

River Road

River Road
River Road
River Road
River Road
River Road
River Road
River Road
River Road

River Road

School Road

School Road

School Road

School Road

Date of
Construction

1850

20th cen.
1850

1988

1846

1858

1858

1850

1920

ca. 1850 ?
1840S/1856

1945-1963
1945-1963

ca. 1880

19th century

early 20th cen.
early 20th cen.
1758 (earliest stone)
1835

ca. 1990
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Status

C
NC

NC

Style

Greek Revival
No Style
Greek Revival
Modern
Greek Revival
Greek Revival
Greek Revival
Greek Revival
Cape

N/A

N/A

Modern Cape

No Style

Queen Anne

No Style

No Style

No Style - dairy barn
N/A

Greek Revival

Neo-Colonial

Resource
Type
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Site
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Map/ MHC
Lot #
4/31 24
4/32

4/33

4/34

4/35 26
AlT4A 23
4167A 14
4/38

4/36 27

Historic Name

C. Rood House
Garage

Mill River School

now Sheldon - Vacant
now Sheldon House
Garage

H. D. Sisson House

Blackmer - Alexander Grist Mill
Site

Garage

E. Rhoades House
Garage and Outbuilding
Brewer Saw Mill Site

H. Sisson House

Garage

Sisson House

Garage

Garage

Ward - Sisson Saw Mill Site
J. Wrinkle House

Garage

MILL RIVER HISTORICDISTRICT
NEW MARLBOROUGH, (BERKSHIRE COUNTY)

MASSACHUSETTS
DISTRICT DATA SHEET

Street Address

School Road

School Road

School Road

School Road

School Road
School Road

School Road

School Road

Mill River - Great

Barrington Road

Main Road

Main Road

School Road

Date of
Construction

ca. 1850

early 20th cen.

1938
ca. 1929
ca. 1929
1825
1744

20th cen.
ca. 1850
early 20th cen.
ca. 1764/1814

1813

early 20th cen.

1927
1927
1971
1742
ca. 1835

early 20th cen.

Page5 of 7

Status

NC

Style

Gothic Revival

No Style

Georgian Revival

N/A

Tudor Revival

No Style
Federal/Greek Revival

N/A '

No Style
Greek Revival
No Style

N/A

Federal

No Style

Bungalow/ Colonial Revival

No Style

No Style

N/A

Greek Revival

No Style

Resource
Type

B

B

B

Site

«



Map/ MHC
Lot #

4/37

4/62

4/64
4/80

4/81

7/13 ‘

7/14 57

7128

7127
7129
7126

7/26 & 7/25

Historic Name

S. Wrinkle House
now Dempsey House
Garage

Site of E. Adams Res.

C. Woodruff House

now Goodness House (site of J.

Morgan's Store)
Garage
J. Sisson House

now Klein House
(J. Carroll House?)

Garage
J. Carroll & Co. House

now Fleury House
(J. Carroll House?)

now Mathews House
Garage

P. Veasey House ?
Garage

now Knapke House

Garage

Lower J. Carroll & Co. Mill Site

(7/26 Dam; 7/25 Mill)

MILL RIVER HISTORIC DISTRICT
NEW MARLBOROUGH, (BERKSHIRE COUNTY)

MASSACHUSETTS

DISTRICT DATA SHEET

Street Address

School Road

Main Road

Main Road

Main Road

Main Road

Main Road

Clayton Road

Clayton Road

Clayton Road

Clayton Road

Clayton Road

Clayton Road

Clayton Road

Date of
Construction

ca. 1835
ca. 1970
ca. 1970
ca. 18507
ca. 1845

early 20th cen.

early 20th cen.

ca. 1850

ca. 1850

early 20th cen.

ca. 1850
ca. 1850

20th century
20th century

1850

early 20th cen.

ca. 1880

early 20th cen.

1873
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Status

C

NC
NC

Style

Greek Revival
Modern
Modern

N/A

Greek Revival

Colonial Revival

No Style
Greek Revival

Greek Revival

Greek Revival (vernacular)

Greek Revival

No Style (former house tl
No Style
Greek Revival

No Style

MetStde (vernacular); altered

No Style
N/A

Resource
Type
B

Site



V.
Map/ MHC
Lot # Historic Name
7/30 now Laprell House (W. Hennessy
House?)
Shed
4172 56 T.G. Carroll Residence
Garage
Outbuilding
2 Bridges

MILL RIVER HISTORIC DISTRICT
NEW MARLBOROUGH, (BERKSHIRE COUNTY)

MASSACHUSETTS
DISTRICT DATA SHEET

Date of
Street Address Construction
Clayton Road ca. 1850

20th century
Clayton Road ca. 1850
early 20th cen.
early 20th cen.

Over the Konkapot Late 20th cen.
River

NOTE: Historic names are derived from the 1876 Beers map of Mill River Village

TOTAL RESOURCES; 103 Contributing; 18 Noncontributing

92 Contibuting Buildings 16 Noncontributing Buildings
11 Contributing Sites 2 Noncontributing Structures
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Status

C

NC

NC (2)

Style

Greek Revival

No Style
Italianate
No Style
No Style

Concrete

Resource
Type

B
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NPS Fonn 10-900-3 OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number Page

SUPPLEMENTARY LI STI NG RECCRD

NRI S Reference Nunber: 94000423 Date Listed: 5/17/94

Mill River Historic District Berkshire MA
Property Nane: County: State:

Multiple Name

This property i slisted i ntheNational Register of Historic
Places i naccordance with t heattached nom nation documentation
subject t othefollowing exceptions, exclusions, or anmendnents,
notwi thstanding t heNational Park Service certification included
in 1%e nom nation documentation.

signature of t he Keeper Date of Action

Anmended Items i n Nomi nation:

The nomination form has checked National Register Criteria
Consideration A (Religious Property) and D (Cemetery) as applying
to this district. As noted i nNational Register Bulletin 15 (pp.
26 and 34) and Bul letin 16A (p.36) these Criteria Considerations
do not have t obe met; i ndistricts, check only the Criteria

Consi derations applying totheentire district ortoa

predom nant resource or group of resources within the district.
The form i sofficially amended t odelete thetwo Criteria
Considerations.

DI STRI BUTI ON:
National Register property file
Nom nating Authority (without nom nation attachment)



UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT CF THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REE STER CF HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI OV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: NCOM NATI ON

PRCPERTY Mill River Historic District
NAME

MULTI PLE

NAME

STATE & GANTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Berkshire

DATE RECEl VED: 4/ 05/ 94 DATE OF PENDI NG LI ST: 4/ 19/ 94
DATE CF 16TH DAY: 5/ 05/ 94 DATE CF 45TH DAY:

DATE GF WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 94000423

NCM NATCR  STATE

REASONS FOR REVI EW

APPEAL: N DATA PRCBLEM N LANDSCAPE, N

O'HR N PDIL: N PER CD. N
REQUEST: N SAWLE N SR DRAFT: Y
GOMMENT VAl VER N

ACCEPT RETURN REJECT

PACT/ SUMVARY COMMENTS

RECOM / (R :XERIA  (Xmj] ACQ
REVI EVER
DI SCI PLI NE

DATE .rlzvi ™V

LESS THAN 5 O YEARS:
PROG=AM UNAPPROVED,
NATI ONAL:

DATE

DOOJUMENTATI ON see attached comments YYN ee attached SLR Y/ N

5/ 20/ 94

N
N
N



CLASSI FI CATI ON
count resource type

STATE FEDERAL AGENCY CERTI FI CATI ON

FUNCTI CN
historic current
DESCRI PTI ON
architectural classification
"materials

"descriptive text

SI GNI FI CANCE
Peri od Areas of Significance—Check andjustify below
Specific dates Builder/Architect

Statement of Significance (in oneparagraph)

sunmary paragraph
compl et eness

clarity . .
applicable criteria
justification of areas checked
relating significance t othe resource
cont ext . , . o
relationship of integrity t osignificance
justification of exception
ot her
Bl BLI OGRAPHY
CGEQERAPH CAL DATA
acreage verbal boundary description
UTMs boundary justification
ACCOMPANYT NG DOCUMENTATI QN PRESENTATI ON
sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation

O'HER GCOMMENTS
Questions concerning this nom nation may bedirectedt o
Phone

Signed Dat e
























































































































March 28, 1994 RECEIVED 413

AR 5
Carol Shull
National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior IOMSION
National Park Service NAnOIMLfMIK SERVICE

P.Q Box 37127
Washi ngton, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encl osed please find thefollowing nom nation form

Mill River Historic District, NewMarlborough (Berkshire County),
Massachusetts, 01244.

The nomination hasbeen voted eligible by the State Review Board
and has been signed by t he State Historic Preservation Officer.
Owers were notified of pending State Review Board consideration
30-75 days before themeeting andwere afforded t he opportunity
to coment. O atotal of 68 owners, theMIL hasreceived 2
letters of objection.

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg 0
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

encl osure

cc: Claudette Callahan, Chair., New Marl borough Hist. Gonmm
David Lowran, Chairman, Board of Selectnmen
Virginia Adanms, The Public Archaeology Lab., 1Inc.
Debbie O Brien, Librarian, Mill River Public Library

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
SGBoylstonStreet, Boston, Massachusetts 02116  (617)727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT CF THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REA STER G- HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI OV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: ADDI TI ONAL DOOUMENTATI ON

PRCPERTY Mill River Historic District
NAME

MULTI PLE
NAME

STATE & GAONTY:  NMASSACHUSETTS, Berkshire

DATE RECEl VED. 3/ 08/ 05 DATE GF PENDI NG LI ST:

DATE - 16THDAY: DATE GF 45TH DAY: 4/ 21/ 05
DATE GOF WEEKLY LI ST;

REFERENCE NUMBER 94000423

NCM NATCR  STATE

REASONS FAR REVI EW

APPEAL: N DATA PRCBLEM N LANDSCAPE N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
O'HER N PDIL: N PER CD. N PROGRAM UNAPPROVEDT N
REQUEST: N SAWLE N SLR DRAFT: N NATI ONAL: N

GOMMENT VAl VER N
ACCEPT RETURN REJECT DATE
ABSTRACT/ SUWARY COMMENTS

REQOM / CR XER

REV EWER | SCI PLI NE

TELEPHONE DATE

DOCOUMENTATI ON see attached comments Y/ N seeattached SLR Y/ N

If a nomnation i sreturned t othe nomnating authority, t he
nom nation i s no longer under consideration by the NPS



The Commonwedth of Massachusstts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

March 2, 2005

Ms. Caral Shull -8

National Register of Historic Places
Depatment of the Interior

National Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW 8"'floor
Washington. DC 20005

Dear Ms. Shull:

| am writing with the following technica correction to the National Register nomination for the
Mill River Historic District, New Marlborough (Berkshire County), Massachusetts (NR
5/17/1994). The nomination notesthe presence of two bridges over the Konkapot River within
the district boundaries and terms both of themn noncontributing because of condruction dates
pogidating the period of significance (1742-ca. 1942). However, additional resserch hes shown
that the district includes three, not two, bridges over the Konkapot River, and that two of the three
fall within the period of significance. FHlesserevisethe district data sheet as follows:

Resource: 1 Bridge

Location: Over the Konkapot River at Mill River Rd./Great Barrington Rd.
Date of construction: 1936

Resourcestatus: 1 C

Bridge type: Sted stringer

Resourcetype:  Structure

Resource: 1 Bridge

Location: Over the Konkapot River at HayesHill Road
Date of construction: 1933

Resource status: C

Bridge type: Sted stringer

Resourcetype:  Structure

Resource: 1 Bridge

Location: Over the Konkapot River at Mill River Rd. o< -

Date of construction: 1966 s o
Resource status:. 1NC  ~ . .. . , , |/
Bridgetype: Concretedab \«, o , . T '

Resourcetype: Structure ;o 'y [ -

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state.ma.us/sec/mhc



The resource count for the district should dso be revised, asfollows:

Contributing Noncontributing
92 16 Buildings
n Sites
2 1 Structures
Objects
105 17 Tota

Thank you. If you have any questions regarding this request, plesse do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission



