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The three story Douglas County Courthouse is 81.2 feet long and 61.2 feet wide. 
Its facing consists of reddish-brown brick and in a flemish bond a light select 
grey stock of Indian oolitic limestone from the Bedford district. The latter 
material is used mainly on the front facade and cornice line. The lower floor 
is rusticated.

The architectural firm of Perkins and McWayne of Sioux Falls designed the 
building in a/simplifed Neo-classic mode. The front facade displays four engaged 
Jonic columns/round arched windows between them. The other main classical element 
is the denticulated cornice. The three round arched openings have two sets of 
windows, keystones and modi 11 ion work in the top section. Above the main door is 
an entablature with egg and dart moulding and a cartouche. The projection of the 
podium that flanks each side of the steps displays Beaux Arts Cast iron light 
fixtures.

Almost all the windows are coupled with mullions and only the third floor 
has a decorative top surround which is flat with voussouirs as keystone. The 
remaining openings are flat-topped; all have slipsills.

Tennessee Tavernelle marble along with plaster and red oak trim decorate 
the interior of the courthouse. The floor has tile design number 2, Lombardic 
which was made by the American Encoustic Tile Company.

— The auditor's building* built 1902, is a small one story, rectangular shaped 
structure. A red colored pressed brick that was manufactured by the Twin Brick 
Company appears as the main facing material while the trim brick came from the 
Hydraulic Pressed Brick Company in Omaha.

The major decorative feature is an arcaded cornice; this round arch design also 
appears on the single stack chimney. The windows have lintel and slipsill surrounds 
of limestone material. The rear facade is devoid of any openings. The only entry 
feature is a transom.
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Architecturally the 1927 courthouse is the only example of Neo-classic style 
in Armour and probably in the county. The old auditor:'s building, now the Douglas 
County Museum is good as an example of a small venacular building with Romanesque 
elements. Another obvious importance is that the buildings have served for the most 
part the county government. It is also the legal center for the area with circuit 
and county courts. Over the years various events have occurred within the walls 
that shaped the history of the county.

The city of Armour in the late 1890's was the second largest rail producer in 
the state. This was because it was the end of the road for the Milwaakee railroad. 
Over 1400 rail cars were sent east in 1897. Because of the railroad, Armour became 
the county seat.

The structure which now houses the museum served as the clerk of courts and 
auditor's office. The town had to construct the building because of state law 
that stated certain records had to be kept in a fire proof building. The architectural 
firm of W. L. Dow and Sons designed the structure while M.C. Momson was the builder. 
Total cost for construction - $3,625. : •' - •

The Douglas County Courthouse, designed by Perkins and McWayne, of Sioux Falls, 
and built by Gray construction Company of Watertown. The cost for this was $150,000; 
it was said to-have keen the first building in the state to have records in racks 1 ' 
rather than locked in safes. The old wooden courthouse was old and was torn down.

Both these buildings are locally significant to the population of Douglas County.
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