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CONDITION
Excellent Good
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(Check One) 

Altered EB Unaltered
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Moved SI Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Outside measurements 30 ft x 30 ft. Lower portion of 
building and the fireplace are constructed of native stone. 
The upper section is shingle covered, (brown stain) The roof 
is shingle, natural color. Windows and trim are painted white 
The front porch is 30 ft x 8 ft. It is supported by two large 
log pillars atop massive rock bases. Rustic log railings. 
(The porch roof extends around a large pine tree.) ^

The entire area is shaded by tall ponderosa pine. The 
building is on a small hill above the road, with well graded 
foot path leading to it from the parking area, (the foot path 
is hard surfaced, the sides are lined with stone, and has rus 
tic pole hand rails.)

Contents of the building include Badger dark's personal 
belongings, his library, and all of the furniture, just as he 
left them - in perfect order.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Badger Clark - past poet laureate of South Dakot< 
in 1883 at Albion Iowa. He arrived in the Black Hills 
still a small boy. His writing career began, when while a youth 
he was recovering from tuberculosis on an Arizona ranch. His 
mother had submitted one of his poems to the Pacific Monthly, for 
which the magazine paid Clark the sum of $10.00. This was what 
he! was; looking for, a^job without a boss and without hours. His 
health restored, young dark returned to the Black Hills and 
leased a cabin site in 1910, in Custer State Park. He built a 
small cabin, which was his home while he was building the present 
"Badger Hole". In his free time he continued his writing career.

Clark did a professional job in constructing his home, being 
as meticulous in building as he was in his personal habits. One 
feature is the firejplace,located in the main room. It is made 
entirely of white felspar, set in place with dark cement. Besides 
the main room, which houses the library and pictures, there is a 
kitchen (With an old wood range) and a modest bedroom. Badger 
scorned the use of modern conveniences, the building had no elec 
tricity, and he carried water from a spring.

A man of high ideals, he was able to express in verse his 
love of nature and mankind. Most of his poems were of the West, 
its creatures and its characters. Some were strictly for enter 
tainment, the majority had a bit of his own personal philosophy.

Badger Clark died September 26, 1957 in South Dakota and the 
country had lost a remarkably talented and gentle citizen.

The State acquired the Badger Hole from Clark's heirs - on 
the condition that it be maintained as a museum. There is a 
possibility that the State Park will not be able to do so much 
longer.
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