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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The City Hall in Saco is an impressive transitional Greek Revival-Italianate
style building designed by Themas Hill and constructed in 1855. The central tower
which projects from the facade was added later in the 19th century, but is sympath-
etic to the original Building.

The buidlding is of brick construction with granite trim, gabled roof, and gran-
ite foundation. Its facade, which faces east in the gablevend, is 3 bays wide, and
the sides of the building are 5 bays long. A small one<bay addition with a roof-
line slightly lower than the rest of the building is attached to the rear, and was

. added at the same time as the facade tower.

‘ The cornice and facade pediment are denticulated and Ionic pilasters in brick

| ' separate each bay on all sides of the building. First~story windows are paired 1/1

with simple granite lintels and sills. At street lével on the south side are a series

| of granite-framed double doorways. Second-floor fénestration is paired 1/1 windows
below sémi-circular arches containing 6 panes. The arehes have granite kkystones.

The facade tower is 3 stories tall and contains the principal entrance., This
entrance consists of medern glass and metal fire doors framed by Ionic pilasters and
capped with an Ionic entablatured lintel. The third floor of the tower has paired
arched windows, 6/4,with granite lintel and granite keystones. Above the bracketed
cornice is an ornate wooden Belfry. This is capped by a denticulated and bracketed
cornice and contains 2 apertures on each side, separated by Corinthian pilasters;
above each aperture is a blind arch centaining a medallion and fleral motifs in carved
relief. Above the balfry, set in each side of the tower roof is a clock face crowned
with a semi-~circular arch.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In the mid-19th centuz;f, the town -of Saco had become an important industrial
center. From 1830 to 1860, the population of Saco had doubled.

For years the residents held their town meetings in the old meetinghouse on
the commons; then they moved to the vestry of the Congregational Church. As thk
number of citizens sharply increased, the need for a larger town hall became evi-
dent. After discussing tfie pro& - and cons of building, the citizens voted, 460 to
231, to construct an adequate hall,

The new city hall was completed in 1855. Thomas Hill was the architect and
carpenter, and twoe local masons, Abraham and Barnabus Cutter, did the brick work.

Besides being an Impressive transitional Greek Revival~Italianate style building
the Saco City Hall reflects the growth and progeess of this unportant industrial
center in the mid<l18th century.
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The recessed bays separated by heavy pilasters with a broad entablature above
are typical of institutional and commercial Greek Revival brick -architecture (see
Portsmouth Company Cotton Mills: Counting House, South Berwick, York, Maine ~ N,R.
10/10/75). The round arched windows and the ornate tower, a later addltion, are,
of course, Italianate.
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far the most fmpressitve structure of its kind fn the city, this Interesting
transitional building ranks among the best of the smaller city municipal buildings
in Mafne and clearly expresses the ambitious and optimism of Sace at mid-century.
The elaborate clock tower is unmatched in the state. This tewer, incidentally,
replaced an octagonal cupola located on the center of the gable, in 1867. There
baye been no significant modificatiens since that date,



