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the information requested. If any item does notapply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural
classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and nan-ative
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1. Name nf Pronertv
tilstorlc name Miss Worcester Diner  (The Diners of Massactiusetts MPS)
ottier names/site number Worcester Lunch Car Co.#812

2. Location

street & number 302 Southbridge Street . hot for publication
city ortown. Worcester vicinity
state Massachusetts code_ MA county Worcester code 027 zipcode 01608

3. Statft/FeHpral A*Pnr.y nprfifiratinn

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this B'nomination
« request for detennination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Histpric Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
O7eets « doe? not meet th” National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

«.nationally S~tatgyvide Blocally. (¢ See continuation sheetior additional convpentsr)

hsL/[™uid (iai™"? [jOvui™
-ptignature 4” certifying official/Title i H. Metz, Executive Director Date
Massachusetts Historical Commisslo® State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property * meets « does notmeet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

lal Park Servir.e Cftrtifip.atinn
, hereby certify that this property is: Date of Action
sntered in the National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« detennined eligible for the
National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« determined noteligible for the
National Register
« removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



Miss Worcester Diner
Name of Property

5. Classifjp.atinn

Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)

X private X building(s)

_ public-local _ district

_ public-State _ site

_ public-Federal _ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)
Twentieth-Century Commercial Architecture:

The Diners of Massachusetts MPS

6. Function or tJse

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

COMMFRCPrrRADF/restaurant

7 n)ft5SP.riptinn

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Other: New England Barrel Roof Diner

Narrative Description

Worcester County, Massachusetts
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing
d Q

Noncontributing

.building

sites

. Structures

objects

Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed

in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

COMMFRCFrTRADF/restaiirant

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation brick

walls porcelain enamel
roof. metal

other.

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)



Miss Worcester Diner

Name of Property

B Statf»mt>nt nf Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mari< "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X- A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past

X. C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

_ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
{Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:
_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.
B removed from its original location.
C a birthplace or grave.
D a cemetery.
E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.
G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years.
Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.;

9- Majnr Rihiingraphical References

Worcester, Massachusetts
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture

Commerce

Period of Significance
1948-1953

Significant Dates

NZA

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

WA
Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder

Worcester Lunch Car Company

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this fonn on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:
X-State Historic Preservation Office

_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
_ Local government
_University
__ Other

Name of repository:
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7. Description

Miss Wnrrester Diner, 102 SouthhriHge Street, Worcester (1948) isawell presarved and late example of the traditional
barrd-roofed diner form in Massachusatts. Manufactured in 1948 as #812 by the Worcester Lunch Car Company, the
Miss Worcester digplays the form for which the company isbest known. The diner islocated inahistoric industrial erea
dominated by the devated tracks of the Providence & Worcester Railroad on the west Sde of Southbridge Strest. The
Miss Worcester is Situated adjacent to the sdewalk a the intersection of Southbridge Strest and Quinsgamond Avenue,
with its narrow end fronting Southbridge Street.  Directly south across Quinggamond Avenue isabrick industrial
building that once housad the manufacturing operations of the Worcester Lunch Car Company. Occupying the same
parcd as the diner, and extending north and northeast of the diner, isabrick mill (1870s) that was usd to process wool
wede in the late 1940s, when the MissWorcester wias ingtalled. For the purpose of this nomination, the property
boundary has been drawn to exclude the brick mill.

The MissWorcedter is saven bayswide and three bays deep, on abrick foundation, with arounded hipped roof dadin
meta, and porcelain enamd wall pandsin pae yelow with light blue detailing. Entrieswith short saircases ad
canopies projecting from the barrel roof are located a either end of the diner. These entries contain wood doors.
Windows have single-hung sted saeh. Signage gppears on the exterior wall pandsand in acontemporary, internally lit
ganding sgn (ca 1980, non-contributing) on the west Sde of the diner. A one-gory, concrete block kitchen wing
projects from the north (rear) wall of the diner, avay from the intersection. Thewing datesto ca 1948 and includesa
pessegelined with glass block a the diner's northeest comer. Dueto the placement of the diner on itslot, thewing is a
ssoondary feeture that does not compromise the integrity of the factory-built diner.

On the interior, the MissWorcester retains itsfull-length marble counter with staff entrances a the ends. Seeting
condgs of fourteen sed counter gools with red enamd accents, and five boaths a the windows aong the south (front)
wall. The booths are laminated plywood replacements. Grill and food prep aress are located behind the counter, with
additiond kitchen operations in the rear wing. In contragt to the pae yellow and light blue color scheme of the exterior,
the interiorfinishesare principally dark red, cream, and brown with sed accents, as ssen & the counter gpron, the back
bar, and the wallsbeneath the windows. The end wallsand grill hood have awood finish, the barrel ceiling isplastic
laminate with wood braces, and some enamd cabinets remain in the back bar. The floor tiles—brown, tan, and crean—
extend to the footrest & the counter stools.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American Stes are located on the nominated property or in the generd area(within one mile),
Stesmay be present. The diner islocated inahistoric industria areaof Worcester where the natural environmental
characteridtics of the landscape have beaen obscured by mill, trangportetion-related, and diner congtruction. While the
diner's Ste may haveoriginaly been nearly level and well drained, the nearest wetlands are currently located over 1,000
feet avay. Given the above information, the sze of the parcd (Iessthan one acre) and the presence of the existing diner
and earlier diner onthe Site, alow potentia exigts for locating significant ancient Native American resources on the

property.

A moderate to high potential exigts for locating historic archaeologicd resources on the property. Additional
documentary dudies combined with archaeologica survey and testing may identify archaeological evidence of
(continued)
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outbuildings and other industrial related smctures associated with the brick mill built on the same parcd as the diner in
the 1870s Similar research may locate evidence of the earlier diner that predated the Miss Worcester diner on the same
property. Historical evidence indicated the earlier diner was extant until after the Miss Worceser was constructed
indicating evidence of the earlier diner may exist on the adjacent site. Archaeologicd evidence may exist from
occupationd reated features assodiated with indugtrial activities conducted a the brick mill from the 1870s to the mid-
20" century.

(end)

8. Statement of Significance

The MissWorcester Diner(1948) isafineand late example of thetraditional barrel-roofed diner produced by the
Worcester Lunch Car Company, the state's premier diner builder and amajor forcein the desgn and congruction of
Massechusdatts diners before World War IL Asa postwar example of the company's handcrafted work, the Miss
Worcester illustrates the diner form mog closaly assodiated with the history of Massachusatts diners since the 1920s
Locally, MissWorcester Diner has long been conddered the city's signature diner, sSituated directly acrossthe dreet from
the Worcester Lunch Car Company factory building and serving as aworking modd for prospective diner buyers
Retaining integrity of location, design, setting, materias, workmanship, feeling, and association. Miss Worcester Diner
meats Criteria A and C of theNational Regider a the date and local levels.

According to the records of the Worcester Lunch Car Company, the Miss Worcester was diner #8312 built for Dino
Sotiropoulos [sic] and delivered on June 14, 1948. The diner wes ingtalled a 302 Southbridge Strest, directly acrossthe
dreet from the company's factory a& 4 Quinsgamond Avenue. Severd individuas had operated adiner & the
Southbridge Sireet addressance & leedt the late 1930s Worcester directories indicate that & least one diner building
preceded the Miss Worcester onthis ste. Fred Gramm operated Carroll's Diner a this addressin 1939, and in 1940,
John P. Holden began operating the Star Diner. From the mid-1940s to 1948, George L. C. Bianchi of Worcester wes
proprietor of the Star Diner. Bianchi was aso manager of Bianchi Tile & Marble Company, besed a hisresdencea 5
Fine Tree Drive, Worcester. The company was a supplier of marble, tile, date, rubber tile, "lino-tile," and agphdt tile. In
1949, Dino Soteropoulos [sic] operated the Star Diner & 302 Southbridge Street, according to the directory of that yeer.
Soteropoulos resded on Central Street.

Though the Miss Worcester waas delivered to Soteropoulos in 1948, the diner isnot listed by namein the Worcester
directory until 1950. Thismay indicate that the owner had not yet digoosed of the previous diner on the site when
congruction of the Miss Worcester was completed. The 1949 Sanborn mep for Worcester showss the present building,
with its concrete block kitchen annex, on the site.

In 1950, Dino Soteropoulos and Theo C. Soter, both of Central Street, were the operators of the MissWorcester, joined
by Andrew T. Soter in 1951. It ssamslikely that Soteropoulos wes related to the Soters and that sections of thefamily
had shortened the name. The three men continued to run the diner until about 1963, when Cogta Mitro of Webster
acquired the diner. George Army, who resded a 397 Massasoit Road, ran the Miss Worcester from 1968 until his

(continued)
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retirement in 1979, after which he continued, until & least 1985, as the president of the busgnessknown as Miss
Worcester Inc. The (2001) operator of the budnesswas TinaBudzinski, aformer waitress a the Miss Worcester and the
Comer T iinch, 133 | .amartine Stret (mid-1950s, NR 2000), located one block away, and the current [2003] owner is
Frank Riggeri.

Worcester Lunch Car Company built 651 lunch carsand diners between 1907 and 1957. [Gutman, 161 and 243] The
Miss Worcester representsthe wood-frame. New England barrel roof diner for which the company was best known. This
traditional diner form failed to compete successfully, however, with the larger dainless ded and sectiond diners
available from saverd out-of-gate manufacturers, particularly after World War 1l. - In fact, the exterior design of the
company's barrd-roof diner had seen few updates snce the late 19305 as illustrated by a comparison of the Miss
Worcester and another Worcester-built diner in the city, the Rnnlevard Diner, 135 Shrewshnry Street (1936, NR 2000).
[Ceccacci] The Worcester Lunch Car Company sold its lagt new diner in 1957 and dosed in 1961

Archaeological Significance

Historical archaeological resourcesdescribed above may contribute significant information relating to theindustrial
devdopment of Worcester from ca. 1870 through the mid-twentieth century. Potential archaeologica evidence of
outbuildings, structures and occupational rdated features assodiated with the brick mill (1870) may contribute
information on the internal configuration of the mill dte and itsactivities. Documentary resources and archaeologica
testing may identity the full range of textile activities that occurred a the mill and technologies ussd during those
operations. Important archaeologica information relating to wool processng and/or manufacture may survive in the
area. Structura and locationa information may survive from the diner that preceded the Miss Worcester Diner & this
location. Thisinformation may have limited research value, however, archaeologica information may help clarify
information in the documentary record. Apparently, itisundear whether the Miss Worceser physically replaced the
earlier diner or whether the previous diner remained until constmction for the Miss Worcester Diner was completed.
Archaeological resources may clarify the land use history and locations of the two diners.

(end)
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(end)



Miss Worcester Diner Worcester County, Massachusetts
Name of Property County and State

10- Geographiral Data
Acreage of Property less than one acre

UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 19 268280 4681570
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

_ See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle. Kathleen Kelly Broomer, consultant, with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director, MHC
organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date September, 2003

street & number 770 Morrissey Rnulevard telephone (617) 727-8470

city or town Boston state  MA zip code 02125

AHriitinnal Dor.iimentatinn
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this Item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Frank Riggeri (building) IR Saul Talbert Trust (land)
street & number 300 Southbridge St. /// P.O. Box 89 .telephone  508-757-7775
city or town  Worcester /// Millbury ,State_MA zip code 01608///01527

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to hominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Parte Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.NPS Fonn 10-900 OMB No.
1024-0018

(Rev. 10-90)
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10. Geographical Data

Verbal Boundary Description

OMB No. 1024-0018

The Diners of Massachusetts M PS
Miss Worceser Diner
Worcester (Worcester Co.), MA

The nominated property occupies a portion of parcd 13, book 5, sheet 12 (sse accompanying detail of the City of
Worcester assessors map). For the purpose of this nomination, an arbitrary boundary line hes been drawn ten feet
behind the diner's eastem sideto encompassthe diner and adjoining kitchen wing but to exclude the brick mill

building that is also on the same parcel.

Boundary Jugtification

The boundary includes a portion of the parcd that hes been historically associated with the diner. For the purpose of this
nomination, the brick mill building (1870s) that sharesthe parcd hes bean excluded.
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
October 1, 2003 Massachusatts Historical Commission

Ms. Carol Shull

Nationa Regiger of Historic FHaces
Department of the Interior

Nationa Park Service

1201 r'Eye" Street, NW
Woashington, DC 20005

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encdlosad plesse find the following nomination form:

Miss Worcester Diner, 302 Southbridge Street, Worcester (Worcester), MA
(The Diners of Massachusetts MPS)

The nomination hes been voted dligible by the State Review Board and hes been signed by the
Sae Historic Preservation Officer. The owner of the property in the Certified Loca Government
community of Worcester were notified of pending State Review Board consideration 60 to 90
days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg (J
National Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historica Commission

enclosure

cC: Bruce Bunke, Chair, Worcester Historical Commission
Kathleen Broomer, Preservation Consultant
Hon. Raymond Mariano, Mayor, City of Worcester
Joanne Kennedy Vdade, Worcester CLG Coordinator
Presarvation Worcester
Frank Riggeri
Saul Tabert Trust

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.statc. ma. us/sec/ mhc



