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1 Namfi nf PropRrty 

historic name Edwin DeVries Vanderhoop Homestead (preferred) 

other names/site number Vanderhoop Homestead 

2. Location 

street & number 35 South Road 

city or town Aquinnah 

N/A not for publication 

N/A vicinity 

state Massachiisetts . code MA county Dukes code 007 zip code 02535 

3 StFitft/Ffirieral A g e n c y Cert i f icat ion 

As tiie designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this S^iiomination 
• request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
S^meets • does not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
• nationally • statewide BTlocally. { • See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon, Date 
Massachusetts Historical Commission, Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 

Siate or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property • meets • does not meet the National Register criteria. ( • See continuation sheet for additional Comments 

Signature of certifying official/Title Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

4. National Park ServicR Certification 
her/oy certify that this property is: 

leniered in the National Register 
• See continuation sheet. 

• determined eligible for the 
National Register 

• See continuation sheet. 
• determined not eligible for the 

National Register 
O removed from the 

National Register 
• other (explain): 

Signati/I« of the Keeper Date of Action 



Name of Property Vanderhoop Homestead County and State Dukes, Massachusetts 

5. Classif l r .at lon 

Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) 

_ private 
X__public-local 
_ public-State 
_ public-Federal 

(Check only one box) 

x_ building(s) 
_ district 
_ site 
_ structure 
_ object 

Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

N/A 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 

Contributing  

1 

Noncontributing 

Jl 

J L IL 

± _Q_ 

.building 

sites 

structures 

objects 

Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register 

JL 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Domestic: single dwelling 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Recreation and Culture 

7. Desnript inn 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

NO STYLE 

Materials 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

foundation Granite 

walls Wood Shingle 

roof Asphalt and Wood Shingles 

Other. 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 
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DESCRIPTION 

The Edwin DeVries Vanderhoop Homestead (a.k.a. Vanderhoop Homestead) at 35 South Road 
is a large, two-story, wood-frame, vernacular residence that was constructed and/or assembled 
sometime between 1890 and 1897. The timber-frame, shingle-clad building exhibits few stylistic 
architectural details, but derives visual interest from its complex massing and well preserved 
appearance from the late 19̂ '̂  century. The house sits in the sparsely-populated, wind-blown 
moors above the Gay Head Cliffs and Rliode Island Sound at the westernmost shoreline of the 
Town of Aquinnah near the Gay Head Lighthouse (NR listed 1987). In 1998, the town officially 
changed its name from Gay Head to Aquinnah. 

The 3.20-acrc lot extends west to Rhode Island Sound with glimpses of the Gay Head 
Lighthouse and a panorama of open meadows and the ocean. The Vanderhoop Homestead is set 
back approximately 35 feet from South Road and sits at the toe of a sharp slope w ith its cornice 
line at road level. The southeast corner ofthe building has a fully exposed basement level, and 
the ten-ain inclines gently westward down to the cliff edge. A U-shape gravel driveway provides 
access to the house from the South Road. The lot is densely landscaped with a variety of 
volunteer trees and baybciTy shrubs enclosing an expanse of grass lawn that surrounds the house. 
A wood post and wire fence marks the north, west, and south property boundaries. There are no 
outbuildings currently on the property, although there have been in the past (see Section 8). No 
readily visible traces of these structures or any other site features were observed during a recent 
visit to the property. 

The land to the north, east, and south of the Vanderhoop Homestead is subdivided into house 
lots, but contains few houses. The naturally vegetated area around the Vanderhoop Homestead 
property possesses a remote, island landscape quality, (photo #1) 

South Road, a state road constructed in 1870, is the main route extending east-west across the 
Gay Head peninsula. Aquinnah town center, the Gay Head / Aquinnah Center Historic District 
(NR listed 1999; extended 2001), is one mile to the east on South Road. The Vanderhoop 
Homestead marks the westem terminus of South Road where it joins Lighthouse Road to the 
north and Moshope Trail to the south. A short loop road (Aquinnah Circle) west of this 
intersection provides access to the Gay Head Cliffs, a popular tourist attraction. 

(continued) 
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Exterior 

The core of the Vanderhoop Homestead's complex massing consists of two (north and south) 
PA-slovy, side-gable roof sections with ridgepoles running east-west. Each could be a 
freestanding Cape house. The blocks are arranged parallel to one another, almost as min'or 
images, but offset slightly to the south and north. These two blocks are tyjoical of second half of 
the 19''' century vemacular Cape design and construction. They are characterized by steeply-
pitched gable roofs, wide raking cornices, and windows set well below the cornice line. A 
narrow brick chimney with a corbelled detail rises from the ridge center of each of the blocks. 
The south block appears to have been constructed first, based on the full basement level. The 
north block, which rests over a crawl space, was constructed soon after, as the two sections of the 
house are nearly identical in tenns of construction technology. As discussed in Section 8, 
important town infrastructure and land ownership events of the 1870s and 1880s, along with the 
appearance of each block as an independent house, suggest that at least one portion of the 
building may have been moved to the site. 

Each block has a smaller, square plan projecting bay centered on its long elevation (north and 
south). Various open and closed porches fill in the angles created by the blocks' plan. 

The north block measures three by two bays (24' by 16') and has a two-story, one by one bay (8' 
by 9') main entrance projecting bay with an end gabled roof centered in its north elevation. It is 
offset about 5' to the east of the south block. The main entrance into the house is through doors 
on the west and east sides of the main entrance projecting bay. One-story, hip roof entrance 
porches occupy the angles on both sides of the projecting bay, covering the front of the north 
block, (photo #2) 

The south block measures three by two bays (22' by 16') and has a one-story, one by one bay (9' 
by 9') hip roof rear entrance projecting bay centered in its south elevation. It is offset about 5' to 
the west ofthe north block. A one-story, enclosed (originally open), hip roof porch extends 

(continued) 
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along the east end of the south block and wraps the southeast corner, terminating at the rear 
entrance projecting bay. (photo #3) Entrance to the basement is in the east corner of the south 
elevation under the porch. A 12' by 29' open temace constructed in 2005 to replace a wood deck 
stretches across the rear (south) of the house, except at the southeast comer. 

The two main north and south blocks are unified at the second fioor level by a north-south 
oriented gable roof spine that extends from the north entrance projecting bay through a short 
cross gable connector roof section between the north and south blocks. A shed dor-mer extends 
across the south gable roof fiank. (photo #4) 

The Vanderhoop Homestead's north and south blocks, and the north and south projecting bays, 
sit on a foundation of undressed large rubble stones. The foundation of the north block is 
exposed about 1', with concrete parging, and on the south block up to about 6'. The enclosed 
porch on the east and part of the south elevations is positioned on a poured concrete foundation, 
and the two hip roof entrance porches rest on concrete pads. A wood deck on the rear south 
elevation was demolished in the spring of 2005 due to deterioration and was rebuilt as a terrace 
with a new granite retaining wall, 3' to 7' high. The foundation at the southeast comer ofthe 
building is fully exposed and leads into the basement. The full basement is only excavated under 
the south block and the south sun porch of the house. The northem portions of the house have a 
narrow, unfinished, crawl space. 

The basement is constructed of mortared undressed fieldstone and lime based mortar, which is 
partially parged on both the interior and exterior. The building's timber frame is sheathed in 
cedar shingles installed in 2005. There are omamental pattern wood shingles at the north ell 
gable end. The building retains broad eaves with simple molded cornices and corner boards, all 
painted white. The roof is sheathed in wood shingles installed in 2004, with the exception of the 
porches and dormer roofs, which retain asphalt shingles. 

The two primary entrances are positioned under the one-story, open, hip roof porches that fiank 
the east and west elevations of the gabled projecting bay of the north block. The original wood 
doors are single-hung with four fixed rectangular panes over three horizontal wood panels on the 
east elevation and four fixed rectangular panes over one horizontal panel with two vertical panels 

(continued) 
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below al the west elevation. Two secondary entrances are located on the east and west 
elevations. One board-and-batten door with molded wood surround is housed in the one-story, 
hip roof, enclosed porch on the east elevation. Situated on the west elevation of the open porch is 
a door with four-fixed rectangular panes over one horizontal panel with two \'ertical panels 
below. All entrances have been fitted with exterior wood screen doors. 

Fenestration consists primarily of the original 2/2 double-hung wood sash windows set in 
rectangular openings with molded lintels and sills. A shed dormer added in the first half ofthe 
20''̂  century extends across the south gable roof slope of the southem addition has two paired 2/2 
windows. Banks of windows in the enclosed porch consist of horizontal sliding 12-Iight wood 
sash set in threes in rectangular openings with plain wood lintels and sills. 

Interior 

The Vanderhoop Homestead's first fioor interior plan consists of two main rooms each in the 
north and south blocks. The north block contains a living room with fireplace and a parlor, while 
the south block contains the dining room, kitchen, pantiy, bathroom, and rear staircase. The 
north projecting bay contains the entrance hall and front staircase. The south projecting bay is a 
mud room accessing the rear entrance. Four bedrooms and one bathroom are located on the 
second fioor level. Low ceiling heights, irregularly shaped doorways, and off axis circulation 
indicate that the second floor layout was assembled from different building units. Doors are 
bead board with latches. 

Throughout the building, the walls are plaster, and the ceilings are plaster, often with a simple 
crown molding. A few rooms have dropped acoustical tile ceilings. Floors are painted pine 
boards, approximately 3" - 4" in width. The window and door trim is plain, 1" x 6" fiat pine 
boards, and windows have bull nose sills. The first fioor has four-panel doors of two large 
rectangular panels over two smaller rectangular panels, and brown porcelain knobs. The dogleg 
front staircase to the second floor in the north projecting bay features a turned newel post with an 

(contin ued) 
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open tumed balustrade. There is a dropped pendant at the bottom of the dogleg tum. The 
straight run rear staircase in the south block is enclosed with a door at the bottom. 

The interior has several modifications that appear stylistically to be renovations completed in the 
early to mid 20"̂  century. These include: the living room fireplace of native beach cobble stones 
with a pine plank mantle and a simple brick hearth; the widened openings between the entrance 
hall and living room and between the living room and dining room, with paired 15-light French 
doors, and a structural wood ceiling beam added north to south in front of the fireplace above the 
widened openings to provide additional support to the second fioor. (photo #5) The kitchen was 
remodeled in late 20"̂  century with wood cabinets, yellow Fomiica countertops, and beige vinyl 
tile floors. 

In more than a century of continuous residential use, the Vanderhoop Homestead experienced 
minor modifications. The building is now undergoing rehabilitation for its new use as a museum 
and community center. Due to the building's good condition, work is focused mostly on repairs, 
new exterior roof and wall sheathing, and cosmetic treatments. 

Archaeological Description 

While no ancient Native American sites are recorded on the Vanderhoop Homestead, sites may 
be present. An archaeological reconnaissance survey conducted for the Town of Aquinnah in 
2002 identified the nominated property as an area of high prehistoric archaeological sensitivity. 
The survey divided the town into five geographic areas to facilitate the development of 
predictive models and to provide manageable areas for purposes of archaeological sensitivity. 
The Vanderhoop property was included in the Lighthouse Road area; however, it also lies 
adjacent to the northwest boundary ofthe Old South Road/South Road area. Nineteen sites are 
located in the general area (within one mile) including one site, the Aerie Site (19-DK-220), 
immediately north of Vanderhoop Lot 732. The Aerie Site was intensively tested in 2002 and 
found to represent a possible lithic maintenance/manufacturing site covering an approximately 
200 square meter horizontal area. Similar small, special puipose-type sites could exist on the 
Vanderhoop Homestead. Environmental characteristics of the property represent locational 
criteria (slope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that are favorable for the presence of ancient 

(continued) 
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sites. The property includes several well-drained, level to moderately sloping terraces and low 
knolls within 1,000 feet of unnamed wetlands and the Atlantic Ocean. Given the above 
information, a high potential exists for locating ancient Native American resources on the 
Vanderhoop Homestead property. 

A high potential also exists for locating historic archaeological resources on the Vanderhoop 
Homestead property. While historic archaeological resources have not physically been identified 
on the property, documentary evidence and known sites in the area indicate they should exist. 
Nine historic archaeological sites have been identified in the general area (within one mile). The 
Aquinnah Reconnaissance survey identifies the Vanderhoop Homestead in an area of high 
historic archaeological sensitivity. Documentary research conducted as part of the Aquinnah 
Reconnaissance survey indicates the potential for locating evidence of domestic sites and 
farmsteads dating from the 18"' through 20''̂  centuries. Structural remains of residences, bams, 
and outbuildings may exist with evidence of occupafional related features (trash pits, privies, 
wells). Deeds, probate records, maps, and photographs indicate a bam existed on the nominated 
property through 1951. Late 19"̂  and early 20''̂  century photographs also indicate at least six 
outbuildings in the area around the house and bam. Occupational-related features (trash pits, 
privies, wells) should also survive in the area. 

(end) 
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8, Statemfint of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for tfie criteria qualifying ttie property 
for National Register listing.) 

X A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

_ B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

_ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark "x" in all ttie boxes ttiat apply.) 

Property is: 

_ A owned by religious institution or used for 
religious purposes. 

_ B removed from its original location. 

_ C a birthplace or grave. 

_ D a cemetery. 

_ E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

County and State Dukes. Massachusetts 

Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Architecture 

Ethnic Heritage: Native American 

Social History 

Period of Significance 

Circa 1890/97 - 195R 

Significant Dates 

Circa 1890/97 (date of construction) 

Significant Person 
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

N/A 

Cultural Affiliation 

W a m p a n o a g Tr ibe of Gay Head (Aquinnah) 

_ F a commemorative property. 

_ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.; 

Architect/Builder 

N/A 

9. Major Bihiiographlr.al R e f e r e n c e s 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in prepanng this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
CFR 67) has been requested 

_ previously listed in the National Register 
_ previously determined eligible by the National 

Register 
_ designated a National Historic Landmark 
_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

# 
_ recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

Primary location of additional data: 

X_State Historic Preservation Office 
_ Other State agency 
_ Federal agency 
X Local government 
_ University 
_ Other 

Name of repository: 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

The Edwin DeVries Vanderhoop Homestead (a.k.a. Vanderhoop Homestead) is ehgible for 
inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places under Criteria A and C, and is significant at 
the local level in the areas of architecture, Native American ethnic history, and social history. 
The Vanderhoop Homestead is historically significant for its enduring connection to the 
prominent Vanderhoop family of the Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head (Aquinnah) and for its 
association with civic and social life in the Gay Head (Aquinncih) section of Martha's Vineyard, 
MA. Architecturally, the building's complex plan, and nineteenth century vernacular style 
exemplify the characteristics of late nineteenth century residential design on Martha's Vineyard. 
The house was built and/or assembled between 1890 and 1897 by Edwin DeVries Vanderhoop, a 
second generation member of the Vanderhoop family, one of the oldest and respected families in 
Gay Head (Aquinnah). The Edwin DeVries Vanderhoop Homestead retains integrity of location, 
design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. The period of significance 
extends from ca. 1890, the earliest estimated date of construction, to 1956, the 50-year National 
Register eligibility cutoff date. 

ON crvien of Town of Gay Head (Aquinnah) 

The first pemianent European settlement of the island of Martha's Vineyard began about 1641, 
when Thomas Mayhew, Sr., an English colonist from Watertown, purchased the island along 
with Nantucket and the Elizabeth Islands. At this time, the island was divided into four 
sachemships of the Wampanoag tribe, including Chappaquiddick, Nunpaug, Takemmy, and 
Aquinnah. The first recorded Algonquin Indians who inhabited Gay Head gave it the name 
"Aquiniuh," meaning "land under the hil l ." The Aquinnah community occupied the far westem 
section of the island. Sometime before 1662, the area was referred to as Gay Head by the English 
due to its gaily colored clay cliffs as seen when approaching the island from the west (Attaquin 
1970:11). 

Mayhew made several grants to others for the purpose of establishing a lown and sent his son, 
Thomas Jr., to establish a settlement on the eastem end of Martha's Vineyard at present-day 
Edgartown. The first organized Christian church at Gay Head was of the Congregational order, 

(continued) 
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which had its beginnings in this area with the conversion of Hiacomes in 1643 (Vanderhoop 
1904). The Mayhews began converting the Native Americans to Christianity, and by the time of 
Thomas Mayhew Jr.'s death in 1657, approximately 300 out of 1,500 adult Natives living on the 
island had been converted. In 1711 the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in New 
England acquired title ofthe Gay Head peninsula for the purpose of establishing a reservation for 
the Natives. The Gay Head peninsula lands were leased to the Native Americans under the 
stewardship of Matthew Mayhew. Gay Head was not officially included within the neighboring 
English township of Chilmark, which was incorporated in 1714 and remained an independent 
Native American community. By 1712, there were 58 dwellings on 600 acres of land that 
consisted of framed houses, traditional wigwams, barns, and animal pens. Population fluctuated 
dunng this penod and ranged from 112 in 1747 to 203 by 1786. A highly dispersed residence 
pattern continued throughout the 18''̂  century, as evidenced by early maps, with residences 
concentrated in the western and southem part ofthe town (Banks vol. I I , 1911:5-11;) (Adams et 
al. 1998; Hamington 2001). Following the Revolutionary War, Gay Head was placed under the 
jurisdiction of Massachusetts, and its residents were made wards of the state. Day-to-day control 
over the area remained in the hands of the Natives. 

During the 19''̂  century, settlement pattems focused along two primary east-west roads. These 
consisted of Old South Road, which branched east of Black Brook and continued in a westerly 
direction to the Aquinnah cliffs, and a northern route later known as the County Road from 
Chilmark (Banks 191 1). Gay Head Lighthouse (NR listed 1987) was built in 1856 on a station 
first established in 1799. Otherwise there was vei7 little development ofthe area at the cliffs 
until after 1870 when South Road, Gay Head's primary east-west road, was surveyed and 
constructed by the State (Walling 1858). Running north of Old South Road, it was roughly laid 
out along the existing road which connected the Lighthouse to Chilmark. This "new" South 
Road became an important area of late 19''̂ -century settlement along its length. Following this 
improvement, many buildings, including the Gay Head Community Baptist Church (1850), the 
Minister's House/Parsonage (1856), and the Gay Head School/Library (ca. 1844), as well as 
several residences, which formerly stood within the Old South Road community in the 19''' 
century, were "hauled up the hil l" (Burgess 1926) to their new locations on South Road. By 
1907, all buildings had been moved to their present sites (Attaquin 1970:43) along the new South 
Road, had been relocated from Old South Road to new sites, or were simply abandoned and left 

(continued) 
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to the elements. The reduction of the road system from numerous paths radiating out from Old 
South Road to one major east-west connector bisecting the town reduced the ease of physical 
access between neighbors and family, therefore shifting the social focus to the town center. The 
Gay Head (Aquinnah) Town Center Historic District, located on South Road approximately one 
mile east of the Vanderhoop Homestead, was listed in the National Register in 1999 and 
extended in 2001 (Adams et al. 1998; Harrington 2001). 

At the time that South Road was laid out, the General Court of Massachusetts had also passed 
measures that provided voting rights to the Natives and facilitated the final distribution of the 
lands of the tribe, following the incorporation of the Town of Gay Head on April 15, 1870. The 
first distribution of land to the tribal members comprised Lots 1 through 189. Between 1871 and 
1878, the remaining common or unclaimed lands at Aquinnah were divided among all the 
inhabitants of the town. All common lands, common fields, and all fishing and other rights 
remained with the Town of Gay Head. 

The incorporation of Gay Head (Aquinnah) caused few changes in the traditional economic 
activities of farming, fishing, cranberry growing, and clay extraction from the cliffs. The earlier 
settlement patterns were also preserved, while incorporating the reorganization of the landscape 
resulting from the construction of South Road. The town's geographic isolation from the 
population centers of Martha's Vineyard as well as the social and political cohesion of the 
town's Native residents, maintained the town's distinctive characteristics. The Wampanoag 
Tribe of Gay Head (Aquinnah) continues to have a major role in the community to the present 
day, and in 1998 the town was officially renamed Aquinnah. 

Vanderhoop Homestead 

The Vanderhoop Homestead on South Road was constructed and/or assembled sometime 
between 1890 and 1897 by Edwin DeVries Vanderhoop, son of William Adriann Vanderhoop. 
The Vanderhoop family originated in Holland and came to Gay Head (Aquinnah) during the 
early 19"' century. William Adriaan Vanderhoop (bom 1816) was the first member of the 
Vanderhoop family to move to Gay Head (Aquinnah). William was born in Parimaribo, 
Surinam, the son of Frs. F.S.C. Vanderhoop of Holland and Jacquilena DeMontell of Surinam. 

(continued) 
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In 1837 William maiTied a Native Wampanoag of Gay Head (Aquinnah), Beulah Salsbury (bom 
1815), daughter of John Salsbury and Naomi Occooch. They resided in Gay Head (Aquinnah), 
at 11 Locust Lane (ca. 1853), where William worked as a farmer and they raised nine children. 
Their children went on to become important figures in the development of Gay Head 
(Aquinnah). Since that time, the Vanderhoops have grown to become one of Aquinnah's most 
well-known and prolific families, occupying residences throughout town and holding key 
positions in the town govemment and within the Tribe (Pease 1871). 

The exact date of construction of the Vanderhoop Homestead is not documented, but is estimated 
to have been between 1890 and 1897. The house occupies Lot 732 that was set aside in 1869 in 
the division of Indian Lands at Christiantown, under the 1869 Massachusetts Statutes, Chapter 
463 (Deeds Book 65:374). This land division occurred at the same time that South Road was 
built by the State. Lot 732 was drawn by William Morton. On October 13, 1890 William 
Morton sold Lot 732 to William A. Vanderhoop, Sr. for S40, who immediately sold it to Edwin 
D. Vanderhoop for $75 (Deeds Book 83:394). In 1893, George D. Allen released a mortgage 
(dated July 30, 1887) to Edwin D. Vanderhoop (Deeds Book 78:206). No building permit or tax 
valuations were located during research that could shed light on the exact date of construction. 
Stylistically, the north and south blocks comprising the main body of the house are nearly 
identical, and share a common vocabulary of construction. A portion of the house may slightly 
pre-date 1890 and possibly was moved to this location during the construction of South Road, as 
many houses were relocated at that time. The house first appears on historic maps in 1897 
(Hodgham 1897). 

Edwin DeVries Vandertioop (1848-1923) was born in Gay Head and lived there all his life. He 
was a whaling captain, the only Wampanoag to be elected to the state legislature, and served as 
the town enumerator for the 1900 Federal Census. During his lifetime, he also acquired 
additional land in the area, including the adjacent Lot 733 ofthe 1869 Indian lands division from 
William Wallace James (Deeds Book 117:254, Book 110:336). 

Edwin D. Vanderhoop married Mary A.C. Vanderhoop (b. 1860) and they had at six children 
that they raised in the house: Nanette, Anna, Edwin P., William D., David F., Paulina A., and 
Leonard F. (Deed Book 1 75:523-24). When Edwin D. Vanderhoop died on January 28, 1923 in 

(continued) 
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Gay Head, his assets were listed in probate, and passed on to his widow. They included three 
bank deposit accounts, dwelling house, bam, shop, homestead lot, cranberry bogs, com.[sic] 
lands, share in the estate of Wm. Vandertioop Sr. beach land, ox cart, horse, and furniture. Mary 
Vanderhoop's will of 1925 bequeathed the house and the rest of her estate lo five ofthe children. 
She requested that "the homestead place be maintained and preserved as a home for all ofthe 
said children who may care to reside therein." She also requested that the children preserve and 
keep in the house the Bradford and Dow paintings. These may refer to paintings by well-known 
artists William Bradford and Arthur Wesley Dow (1857-1922), both of whom painted scenes of 
Martha's Vineyard and Nantucket in the 19"̂  and early 20"̂  centuries. 

Two undated historic photograph views of the property from the late 19"̂  to early 20"̂  century in 
the collection of the Vanderhoop Homestead Foundation show the house, outbuildings, and 
surrounding landscape, (see appendix) They document that with the exception of minor changes 
to the house, the loss of the outbuildings, and the increased height of vegetation, the house and 
suiTounding area has changed little since the early 20''̂  century. The view looking northwest 
from the cliffs to the south and east sides of the house is the earliest ofthe two photographs and 
appears to date from the late 19"̂  or very early 20"̂  century. It shows the configuration ofthe 
offset south and north blocks, each with a chimney. The indicates that the original southwest 
porch was open, with an opening below that looks large enough for draft animals and carts to 
enter. A door into the cellar is also visible in the exposed foundation on the westem end of the 
one story, hip roof projecting bay. A tall gabled domier rises above the porch in the eastem half 
of the southern roof flank. Sited to the southwest of the house are a side-opening, gable roof 
barn, two hip or gable roof sheds north ofthe bam, and a narrow gable roof outbuilding (possibly 
the outhouse) immediately south ofthe bam. An unpaved drive is visible that runs between the 
house and barn and arcs to enter the south end ofthe barn. The surrounding landscape is barren 
of trees or shrubs. 

The second photograph seems to date from the first decades of the 20"̂  centuiy and is taken from 
the South Road area looking southeast past the house and barn to the cliffs and Rhode Island 
Sound beyond. The present shed dormer has replaced the earlier gable dormer on the south 
gable flank ofthe south block. A porch that no longer exists is shown along the west elevation 
ofthe north block. Otherwise the house is as it appears today. The bam is the same barn seen in 

(continued) 
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the earlier view. There is one gable roof shed north of the barn, and south of the barn the 
possible outhouse is visible as well as four or five small shed and gable roof outbuildings. A 
wood post and wire fence encloses the area around the house, bam, and outbuildings. The vista 
is still devoid of vegetation with any noticeable height. A flat area that is likely the cranberry 
bog with some low buildings owned by the Edwin D. Vanderhoop is visible southeast of the 
house. Four or five scattered houses are discemable at the shoreline. The bam may have been 
standing into the second half ofthe 20"̂  century, as it appears on a 1951 map (USGS 1951). 

The Vanderhoop property was passed down to subsequent generations of the Vanderhoop 
family. Throughout the 20"̂  century the property retained its secluded location, even with its 
proximity to the popular Aquinnah Shops and the Gay Head Cliffs, as no other buildings appear 
to have been constructed in that area. 

After Mary Vanderhoop died at Gay Head on October 14, 1935, the property remained in the 
family for the following 72 years. One of the occupants for many years was Edwin D. 
Vanderhoop, the grandson of Edwin DeVries Vanderhoop who built the house. Mr. Vanderhoop 
is 79 years old (2005) and grew up in this house and raised his own family there. His aunt 
Paulina Vanderhoop was born in the house, and lived there for a time with her faniily, as did 
Napoleon and Nannetta (Vanderhoop) Madison who were also residents at some period 
(Vanderhoop 2005). 

Mr. Vanderhoop's reminiscences included seeing a different landscape setting around the house 
than cuiTently exists. When he was growing up in the house Gay Head Light to the north was 
clearly visible from the exterior ground level, but is now completely obscured by bayberry 
bushes. He recalled that during his youth, the light flashed three white lights and one red into his 
room on the north end of the house. Views to the east and west were relatively unobstructed. 
There was a dirt road and a large pasture that was used as the site of powwows during the 
summer months (Vanderhoop 2005). 

His younger sister Elizabeth, who was eight years old at the time, died on the property when the 
lid to the cistem (to the east ofthe main house) gave way and she fell in, hitting her head during 
the fall and drowned. Mr. Vanderhoop's father, Leonard F. Vanderhoop was a farmer who kept 

(continued) 
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cattle, oxen, and sheep on the property, housed in the barn and small outbuildings southwest of 
the house. The enclosed porch on the southeast corner of house was not enclosed during Mr. 
Vanderhoop's youth (see historic photos), and the horizontally sliding wood sash are original to 
the porch being enclosed. The small projecting bay on the south block was used as a breakfast 
room. Mr. Vanderhoop feels that before he was bom the house may have been further north and 
moved to its current location, although he could not be sure (Vanderhoop 2005). 

On June 20, 2003, Barbara A. Vanderhoop, as executrix of the will of Leonard F. Vanderhoop, 
sold Lots 732 and 733 to the Marsh Hawk Land Trust, which in tum sold Lot 732 only to the 
Town of Aquinnah. The transfer included conservation and preservation restrictions. The 
Vanderhoop Homestead is being rehabilitated and leased to the Vanderhoop Homestead 
Foundation and Aquinnah Cultural Center for use as a community cultural center and seasonal 
museum (Wells 2003; Vanderhoop Homestead Foundation 2005; Bazzy 2005). 

Archaeological Significance 

Although CRM studies have increased the number of systematically studied ancient sites in 
Aquinnah over the last 20 years, numerous gaps remain in our knowledge of the ways that 
ancient Native Americans interacted with the complex and changing environment that existed in 
the Aquinnah locale over the last 8,000 years or more. Ancient sites located on the Vanderhoop 
Homestead property may contribute important information relating to the variability of site types 
in different environmental zones and how these relationships changes through time. The 
research importance of the relationship between larger, more complex, multicomponent sites and 
smaller short tenn, possibly single component, special purpose type sites was identified in the 
Aquinnah archaeological reconnaissance survey. Native American resources on the Vanderhoop 
Homestead may contain information that clarifies the temporal and functional relationships 
between these types of sites and their role in the ancient history of Aquinnah. Ancient sites on 
the Vanderhoop property may contain information that helps understand how environmental 
changes influenced population change and the nature of settlement through time. Information 
may be present cit sites that indicate the effects of sea level rise on pattems of settlement and 
subsistence, especially at sites from earlier periods. Ancient sites in the area may also contribute 
important information related to patterns of lithic procurement and production, possibly 
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indicating the importance of local raw materials and trade in the manufacture of specific tool 
types and changes in technology through time. Native sites in the Aquinnah locale, especially 
sites from later periods, may also contribute information that helps to understand how the four 
historic sachemships recognized during the historic period on Martha's Vineyard evolved. This 
information might demonstrate unique characteristics associated with the sachemship and 
socio/political group located al Aquinnah. These characteristics could be represented in ceramic 
types, lithics, or site types and distributions. 

Historic archaeological resources described above may contribute important information that 
helps to better understand how Aquinnah Native Americans were able to maintain aspects of 
their traditional culture during a period of constant change from the 17"̂  through 20"̂  centuries. 
Further documentary research combined with archaeological survey and testing may recover 
historical and archaeological evidence related to the effects of incorporation on traditional fomis 
ol" land-holdmg and other forms of Native culture. The identification of outbuildings and 
detailed analysis of the contents of occupational-related features may contain infomiation that 
documents changes in Native culture and economy during the 19"̂  and 20"̂  centuries as South 
Road became the new civic focus for the town. The same analysis may also indicate the effect 
the abandonment of the Old South Road community had on family structure and changes in town 
govemment. Information might also exist indicating the effect that changes in ownership in land 
from tribal to non-tribal ownership had in the growth of the new South Road settlement focus. 
Detailed analysis ofthe contents of occupational-related features associated with the Vanderhoop 
Homestead may also contain infomiation that helps better understand changes in the 
Aquinnah/Gay Head community in general. Specific evidence may exist indicating ways in 
which traditional culture persists in the midst of ever-increasing non-Native materials and 
beliefs. 

(end) 
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

Verbal Boundary Description: 

The boundary oî the nominated property Plat 6, Lot 15 conforms to the accompanying Assessors 
Map. 

Boundary Justification: 

Plat 0, Lot 15 was origmally set aside as Lot 732 in 1869 and has been historically associated 
with the Vanderhoop family's ownership ofthe property from 1890-2003. 
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PHOTOGRAPHIC INFORMATION 

Photographer: Mark G. Rayburn 
Date of Photographs: June 2005 

Negative Location: PAL 
210 Lonsdale Avenue 
Pawtucket, RI 02860 

(Note: These photographs were taken with a digital camera at high resolution and printed on 
Epson Premium Glossy paper using Epson UltraChrome pigmented inks per the National Park 
Service March 2005 Photo Policy Expansion list of Acceptable Ink and Paper Combinations for 
Digital Images). 

Index to Photographs: 

1. Looking south towards the Vanderhoop Homestead from South Road. 

2. Looking south towards the Vanderhoop Homestead from the driveway. 

3. Looking northeast towards the Vanderhoop Homestead from the property's open meadow 
to the south. 

4. Looking west towards the Vanderhoop Homestead from the property's open meadow to 
the east. 

5. Looking south within the Vanderhoop Homestead from the entry hall through the living 
room to the dining room. 
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(Source: South Mountain Company 2003) 
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Historic Photograph, looking east, undated, early 20''̂  century. (Electronic file provided by 
Vanderhoop Restoration Committee, June 2005.) 
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