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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known.) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Exterior: This imposing three-story brick building with attic was 
built about 1898-1899 as an office building, with load-bearing brick 
walls. The design of the Cleveland Law Range is far more sophisticated 
than that of contemporary buildings in the area. The pattern is establishec 
with the use of five arched bays on the ground floor of the front elevation 
with rhythmic fenestration repeating the bay arrangement on the second 
and third floors. Although face brick is used only on the front, the 
design pattern continues on all elevations with the Dutch gable treatment 
of the two ends. The rear elevation had three dormers in the attic, and 
at the front there are two. One large centered dormer repeats the Dutch 
gable motif. All three gables incorporate the chimneys into the design. 
The materials of the building are well handled - brick walls, granite 
sills, belt courses, and slate roof. The brick is worked into patterns 
in the arches and belt courses and at the eaves is corbeled. The architecti re^ 
of this structure is an example of Richardsonian Romanesque./7

Interior: Each office was provided with a fireplace originally as 
there was no central heating system. There is one large central stairwell. 
Ceilings are approximately 14 feet on each of the three floors with attic 
ceiling height unknown.

Surroundings: Located across Magnolia Street from the County Courthouse 
which is the second courthouse on that site. The previous courthouse was 
built there in 1892. The proximity of the Cleveland Law Range to the 
courthouse accounts for the large number of attorney offices which are 
located within this building. The Federal Building is across Walnut 
Streer to the north. Only part of the first floor is now used for offices 
due to deteriorating conditions.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

/The Cleveland Law Range, located in Spartanburg, is one of the few * 
remaining examples of Richardsonian Romanesque architecture in the South; 
This building has been used as offices for men of both national and 
statewide significance.

Architecture: Dr. Harold Cooledge, Architectural Historian of Clemson 
University, evaluates Cleveland Law Range "the single most jiitj^£mspg(l 
building of downtown SpartAQbjjrg. Its possibilities, in adaptive usage, 
a>e~a4scrtrTe highest. Because of location, isolation, association with 
local history, etc. it could be a center and focus of material history.... 
It could have multi-functions of value to the City - archives, historical, 
museum, preservation center, etc. I realize its adaption would take money, 
but it is such a distinguished building I think it would be worth the effort

Dr. Cooledge, in a speech concerning Richardsonian Romanesque 
architecture, of which the Cleveland Law Range is an example, states: "Most 
of the Southern examples of this period have been obliterated. They 
were rare to begin with; Richardson's period of greatest influence came 
when the South had very little money to spare for good architecture. Then 
our sectional bias for what is mistakenly called 'Colonial' has until 
recently made post-bellum architecture a blind spot for the majority of 
conservationists." 

^Political: Three governors of South Carolina are counted among the 
prominent lawyers, judges and members of Congress who have maintained 
offices in the Cleveland Law Range. The most famous occupant was James F. 
Byrnes who served as member of Congress, U. S. Senator from South Carolina, 
Secretary of State under President Harry S. Truman, Associate Justice of 
the United States Supreme Court, Director of War Mobilization and Reconver­ 
sion under Franklin D. Roosevelt, and Governor of South CarolinaJ951-1955 
Other occupants included John Gary Evans, Governor of South Carolina, 1895- 
1896; Sam Nichols, member of Congress, 1915-1921; C. C. Wyche, Federal 
District Judge; and Donald Russell, President of University of South Carolira 
Governor of South Carolina 1963-1965, U. S. Senator, Federal District Judge 
currently serving as a judge on the U. S. Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 
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