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1. Name of Property_

historlc name United States Housing Corporation HistoricC District
other names/site number .. ..+ #157 (use for publication)

2. Location
street & number Roughly bounded by Colman,Fuller,West Pleasant__|not for publication

clty, town New T.ondon Streets and Jefferson Avenue Qvlclnlty
state Cconnecticut code CT county New_TLondon code 011 zlp code 06320
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
[Z] private [:I bullding(s) Contributing Noncontrlbuting
(] pubiic-iocal [x] district 115 9___ bulldings
("] pubiic-State [Csite sites
1 public-Federal [ structure 2 structures

(] object 1 objects

118 9 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
MNLA listed in the Natlonal Register

TN

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
nomination [_] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties In the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth In 3¢ CFR Part 60.
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CALEr? = W D e il O _3/13/90
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Register. D See continuation sheet,
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National Register.

[:] removed from the National Register.
[:] other, (explain:)
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6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)

“Domestic/single awellimg
r oy matbintedwell
—Pomestic/secondary structure——

bLL UbLuLt‘S

7. Descriptions T ¢
Architecturaf Glasaefication ; Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)
foundation
walls Granite
Late Victorian: Queen Anne Weatherboard
Late I9th anda 20thr Cenmtury Revivals: Shingle
D s o o : Y roof QY i
CO10IIIdl REvIvVAal D LAqdLT

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The United States Hou51ng Corporation Historic District is located
approximately one mile due west of the Thames River parallel with the downtown
section of New London on roughly ﬁwenty acres along the western edge of the
city. There are 90 principal buildings in the district, including 84
contributing bulldlngs, and 34 outbulldlngs, of whlch 31 contrlbute to the
themes of the district. The Colonial Revival style is predomlnant in the
district, with the majority of the houses sharing similar design features.

Jefferson Avenue creates the eastern boundary. The land rises sharply to the
west, 1ncrea51ng the elevation as much as 25 feet within a 250 foot distance.
The flrst stories of houses on Colver Street, parallellng Jefferson Avenue,
are often above the roofs of the Jefferson Avenue buildings. The western edge
of the district is bordered by Bates Woods, a city-owned arboretum. The
property lines of the houses along Fuller and West Pleasant Streets define the
northern and southern boundaries, respectively. Lincoln Avenue bisects the
district in an east-west orientation and Colver Street runs perpendicular to
Lincoln Avenue in north-south orientation (See Figure #1).

Landscape features and street patterns provide definition to the district.
Rounded fieldstone retaining walls run along the entire eastern edge of the
district on Jefferson Avenue, curving in where Lincoln Avenue crosses
Jefferson Avenue (Photograph #1). From the point it crosses Jefferson,
Lincoln Avenue is divided by an island and paved in brick (Photograph #2). It
sweeps around a small central park, interrupting Colver Street before
continuing west to intersect with Colman Street (Photograph #3). Both Fuller
and West Pleasant Streets are entered from Colman Street and curve into Colver
Street instead of connecting through to Jefferson Avenue. Private drives run
behind the houses on the east side of Colver Street, providing common access
to the garages for both the Colver Street and Jefferson Avenue houses. Houses
are sited dlagonally around the park and also at the intersection of Coleman
Street and Lincoln Avenue (Photograph #4). A walkway, con51st1ng primarily of
series of concrete and fieldstone steps, runs up the hillside from Jefferson
Avenue to Colver Street, providing a pedestrian connection between West
Pleasant Street and Jefferson Avenue (Photogrpaph #5). Mature oak trees line
both sides of West Pleasant Street (Photograph #6).

The overall architectural style of the buildings in the district is Colonial
Revival. Most of the homes were built between 1919 and 1920 using standard
patterns. Three houses predate this construction: an 1889 Queen Anne at 1
Fuller Street, a modest Folk dwelling moved to 13 Fuller Street in 1924, and a
vernacular farm dwelling at 232 Jeffeson Avenue (Photographs #7, 8 & 9). The
homes on Fuller Street, Marshall Place, and Colman Street which were built
within a decade after the main development, were de51oned using the Colonial
Revival motif established by the United States X See continuation sheet



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

] nationally [X] statewide E] locally

Applicable National Register Criteria x]la [B C D D
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [ B [Jc [Jo [Je [JF [Ja

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
i i t 1918-1921 1919-1920
Architecture 1889-1939
Landscape Architecture 1918-1930
Social History
Cultul(f\}ﬁfﬂhatlon
Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A i is V. —

Koen, Terence A.

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The United States Housing Corporation Historic District is historically
significant as a well-preserved example of the first federally sponsored
housing program in the United States. It was built by the United States
Housing Corporation, an agency created in 1918 expressly to build and manage
housing developments for workers in strategic manufacturing centers throughout
the country. Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr., was the manager of the Town Planning
Division of the United States Housing Corporation and had responsibility for
this project. The district is architecturally significant as a colonial
Revival residential development project designed by Francis V. Hoppin and
Terence A. Koen, architects trained in the office of McKim, Mead & White. It
embodies features promoted in early 20th-century planned residential community
theories, incorporating uniform building design, siting, and landscaping into
the overall plan. Additional architectural significance is gained from the
involvement of three local builders, Italian immigrant bothers-in-law, who
purchased surplus building lots form the Housing Corporation and built
thirteen houses within the district between 1924 and 1930.

Historical Significance

The United States Housing Corporation was created on July 9, 1918, as part of
the Department of Labor’s Bureau of Industrial Housing and Transportation.
The Housing Corporation provided a vehicle for planning and funding family-
oriented housing in industrial communities throughout the country. World War
I compounded what was already considered a severe housing shortage in urban
areas. Expanding manufactories meant large workforces that required adequate
housing. Lack of such housing was often cited by companies as conbtributing to
high labor turnover and the consequent inabilily of [irms to meet production
quotas. Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr., manager of the Town Planning Division of
the Housing Corporation, claimed, "The strength of American industrial
life...these men(workers) demand...decent and comfortable living conditions,
schooling and play opportunities for their children, and all essentials of

civilized life..."(1)

Although the impetus for the Housing Corporation was wartime housing and
construction, the goal of the Housing Corporation was to improve the overall
housing conditions throughout the country through the construction of planned
permanent housing projects.(2) After the cessation of hositlities following
the signing of the Armistice on November 11, 1918 the United States Housing

Corporation stopped work on [x]see continuation sheet
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(] see continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundaries of this district are those of the Untied States Housing
Corporation Project # 157.

See Figures #1, #2 (maps)
DSee continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

@ See continuation sheet
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Colman Street: 203, 215-217, 222, 225, 226, 229-231, 230-232, 234-236, 235
‘ (with 198 Lincoln Avenue),238-240, 244-246, 245 (with 197
Lincoln Avenue), 251, 248-250, 258, 264-266

Colver Street: 1-3, 7-9, 11-13, 12 (with 7 West Pleasant Street), 14-16, 15-
17, 19-21; 20-22, 23 (with 158 Lincoln Avenue), 24, (with 166
Lincoln Street), 51 (with 157 Lincoln Avenue), 52 (with 165
Lincoln Avenue), 55-57

Fuller Street: 1, 9, 10, 13, 19, 21-23, 22, 24, 25-27, 26, 35, 37, 49-51

Jefferson Avenue: 192, 194-196, 198, 204, 206-208, 210-212, 216, 220-222, 224-
226, 228, 232, 250-252, 254-256, 260

Lincoln Avenue: 151, 152, 153-155, 154, 157 (with 51 Colver Street), 158 (with
24 Colver Street),165 (with 52 Colver Street), 166, 167-169,
i168-170, 171, 172, 175-177, 176-178, 179-181, 185-187, 186-188,
189-191, 190-192, 197 (with 245 Colman Street), 198 (with 235
Colman Street)

Marshall Place: 1-3, 2-4, 7, 14, 21-23, 24

West Pleasant Street: 2-4, 7 (with 12 Colver Street), 8-10, 13-15, 14-16, 18-
20, 24-26, 28-30, 32-34, 33-35, 36-38, 40-42
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houses include Dutch Colonial Revival duplexes, Bungalows, and American
Foursquare houses (photographs #10 & 11).

Eight basic architectural plans were used by the United States Housing
Corporation for its development of 64 houses. An additional 25 buildings were
contemplated for the project but never constructed due to the cessation of
hostilities in November 1918. All of the houses use similar design features,
including clapboard siding, slate roofs, semi-circular attic vents and
lattice~-work porches.

The three single-family house patters, classified within this nomination as
Building Types A, B and C, are modest, small-scale homes only one or two bays
wide. Thirteen of the United States Housing Corporation houses are single-
Family dwellings. Building Type A is the smallest dwelling in the district,
one bay wide by two bays deep, gable-end-to-street with a shed-roofed porch .
over the entrance in the end bay. 228 Jefferson Avenue is a variation of this
type, two bays wide with a side porch for secondary access (Photograph 13).
Building Type C has a sweeping roofline over the front porch and gabled
dormers reminiscent of the Bungalow style. This building has a front facade
two bays wide, ridge paralled to the street (Photograph #14).

The duplex styles are distinguished from each other by massing, porch
placement, and roof treatments (Photographs #15, 16). Building Type D has a
cross-gabled 4-bay facade with a 2 bay center block and recessed wings with
side porches with shed roofs (Photograph #17). Building Type E has a 4-bay
facade, with ridge running parallel to street with 2-bay center block with
recessed wings with shed-roofed side porches on each side of the projecting
central bay (Photograph #18). Building Type F has 4-bay facade, ridge running
parallel to the street with a center cross-gable, jerkinhead gables, and shed-
roofed porches on the end bays (Photograph #19). Building Type G, always
located on a street corner, consists of two distinct sections which front the
intersecting streets. Cross gables define the two sections of this building.
The first section has a 2-bay facade with its ridge parallel to the street and
a one-bay shed-roofed porch over the entrance located in bay at the end of the
facade. The second section has a 2-bay facade with ridge parallel to the cross
street and a full one-story shed-roofed porch across the facade (Photograph
#20) . Building Type H, the simplest of the duplex types, has a 4-bay facade,
ridge parallel to the street, with gable-end porches over the entrances
located in the end-bays (Photograph #15).

Within the Housing Corporation development there is one house which is
distringuished fromnthe others. 203 Colman Street (1919) may have been the
frist house built in the develpment. Unlike the other houses with clapboard
siding and slate roofs, this house is composed of a stucco first story with
clapboard on th upper half-story and full shed dormers. The house is larger
than any of the other single-family houses in the development, three bays wide
by three bays deep. A one story shed-roofed latticework porch extends across
the front facade (Photograph #21).
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Most of the houses built in the district which post-date the United States
Housing Corporation development take their basic stylistic impetus from the
Housing Corporation buildings. 264-266 Colman Street was built in 1927 but is
nearly identical to Building Type F. 225 Colman Street, built in 1924, is a
single-family Colonial Revival Dwelling with a slate roof which complements
the slate roofs of the Housing Corporation buildings (Photograph #10). A 1926
duplex with Bungalow style influence at 21-23 Marhsall Place retains the scale
of the Housing Corporation development. The design of the three Dutch Colonial
Revival style duplexes on Fuller Street was dictated partially by the contract
requirements of the Housing Corporation when the land was sold to the builder
(Photograph #11). Thirteen of the 15 contributing houses which post-date the
United States Housing Corporation project were built by three Italian
immigrant brothers-in-law between 1924 and 1930. These houses have granite
block foundations with distinguishing "macaroni" bead mortar(l). The remaining
contributing buildings are modest Folk houses with a Colonial Revival motif..

The overall appearance of the district remains intact despite the application
of later sidings on a number of buildings. The landscape design of the
district is fundamentally unchanged from the original plan except for the loss
of a few mature oak trees in a 1985 hurricane. It is this distinguishing
feature, in conjunction with the common building elements, such as slate roofs
and lattice-work porches, through which the district retains its integrity.

Endnotes

1. This beaded mortar joint was characteristic of local Italian masonry,
popularly referred to as "macaroni" joint.
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INVENTORY

Address Contributing (C) Style, Use, Date, Builder/Architect (if known)
Non-Contributing (NC)

Colman Street

203 C Colonial Revival dwelling, variant of Building Type B,

1919, Hopping & Koen, arhitects (Photograph #21)
215-217 C Colonial Revival duplex, Building Type D, 1919-20

Hopping & Koen, architects
Cross-gable 4-bay facade with 2-bay center block,
recessed wings with side porches with shed roofs,

222-224 C Colonial Revival dwelling, 1924: John B. Leary, builder:
garage (C)
225 c Colonaial Revival dwelling, 1924: John Mondelci,
v builder: garage (C) (Photograph #10)
226 NC Ranch-style dwelling, 1941 (Photograph #16)
229-231 c Colonial Revival duples, Building Type H, 1919-20 Hoppin

& Koen, architects
4-bay facade, ridge parallel to street with gable-
roofed porches on end bays

230-232 c Colonial Revival duplex, Building Type F, 1919-20,
Hoppin & Koen, archhitects; garage (C) (Photograph #16)
4-bay facade, ridge parallel to street with center
cross—-gable, jerkinhead gables, shed-roofed porches on
end bays

234-236 c Colonial Revival duplex, Building Type E, 1919-20 Hoppin
& Koen, architects
4-bay facade, ridge parallel to street with 2-bay
center block, recessed wings with shed-roofed side
porches (Photograph #16)

238-240 C Colonial Revival duplex, Building Type F, 1919-20,
Hopping & Koen, architects; garage (C)

244-246 Cc Colonial Revival duplex, Building Type D, 1919-20,
Hoppin & Koen, architects; garage (C)

248-250 C Colonial Revival duplex, Building Type D, 1919-20,
Hoppin & Koen, architects

251 C Colonial Revival dwelling, Building type A, 1919-20,
Hopping & Koen, architects
1 bay gable-end to street with shed-roofed porch

258 NC Ranch-style dwelling, 1952

264-266 C Colonial Revival duplex, Building Type F, 1919-20;

garage (C) John Mondelci, builder, 1927

Colver Street

1-3 C Colonial Revival duplex, Building Type D, 1919-20,
Hoppin & Koen, architects; garage (C)
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Colver Street (Cont.)

7-9 c Colonial Revival duplex, Building Type D, 1919-20, Hoppin
& Koen, architects
12 C Colonial Revival duplex, Building Type G, 1919-20,
(with 7 West Hoppin & Koen, architects
Pleasant Street) Cross gables "define two sections of building. 12 Colver

Street has 2-bay facade with ridge parallel to street
and~one—bay at end of facade. 7 West Plesant Street has

2-bay facade with ridge parallel to street and full
one-story shed-roofed porch across facade

11-13 C Colonial Revival duplex, Building Type F, 1919-20,
Hoppln & Koen, architects; garage (C) (Photograph #19)

14-16 Cc Colonial ‘Revival duplex, Building Type H, 1919-20,
Hoppin & Koen, architects; garage (C) (Photograph #15)

15-17 c Colonial Revival duplex, Building Type F, 1919-20,
Hopplng & Koen, architects (Photograph #19)

19-21 Cc Colonial Revival duplex, Building Type F, 1919 -20,
Hoppln & Koen, architects; garage (C)

20-22 C Colonial Revival duplex, Building Type H, 1919 20,
Hoppln & Koen, architects

23 o Colonial Revival duplex, Building type G, 1919-20,
(with 158 Lincoln Hoppin & Koen, architects; garage (NC)

Avenue)

24 C Colonial Revival duplex, Building Type G, 1919-20,
(with 166 Lincoln Hoppin & Koen, architects
Avenue)

51 C Colonial Revival duplex, Building Type G, 1919-20,
(with 157 Lincoln Hoppin & Koen, architects; garage (C) (Photograph #20)
Avenue)

52 c Colonial Revival duplex, Building Type G, 1919-20,

(with 165 Lincoln Hoppin & Koen, architects
Avenue)
55~57 c Colonial Revival duplex, Building Type F, 1919-20,

Hopping & Koen, architects

Fuller Street

1 c Queen anne dwelling, c.1889; enclosed site porch added;
garage (NC) (Photograph #7

9 C American Foursquare dwelling, 1925, Vito Bellucci,
builder; garage (C)

10 C Colonial Revival dwelling, Bulldlng Type C, 1919-20 side

addition, Hopping & Koen, architects; garage (C) 2-bay
facade, ridge parallel to stret with two gable-roofed
dormers. Gable slope overhangs porch across entire
facade.

13 C Folk dwelling, c¢.1890, moved to site 1924, Vito
Bellucci, builder for move; garage (C) (Photograph #8)
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Fuller Street (cont.)

19
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24
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37
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Jefferson Avenue
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250-252
260

Lincoln Avenue

151
152
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C
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Bungalow dwelling, 1927; John Mondelci, builder; garage
(C) ,

Dutch Colonial Revival duplex, 1928, John Mondelci,
builder; garage (C) (Photograph #11)

Colonial Revival dwelllng, 1939; garage (C)

Colonial. Revival dwelllng, 1930; garage (C)

Dutch Colonial Revival duplex, 1930, John Mondelci,
builder; garage (C) .

Colonial Revival dwelllng, 1941

American Foursquare dwelling, 1927; John Mondelci,
builder; garage (C)

Bungalow dwelling, 1925, Paris Carnaroli, builder

Brick ranch-style studlo apartment building, 1971

Dutch Colonial Revival duplex, 1928, John Mondelci,
builder .

Colonial Revival dwelling, Building Type A, 1919-20,
Hopplng & Koen, architects

Colonial Revival duplex, Building Type F, 1919-20,
Hoppln & Koen, architects

Colonial Revival dwelling, Building Type B, 1919-20, 3-
bay facade, ridge parallel to street with shed-roofed
porch over entrance in end bay

Colonial Revival dwelling, Building Type B, 1919-20

Colonial Revival Duplex, Building Type H, 1919 20

Colonial Revival duplex, Building Type F, 1919-20;
garage, (C)

Colonial Revival dwelling, Building Type G, 1919-20

Colonial Revival duplex, building Type F, 1919-20;
garage, (C) (Photograph #1)

Colonial Revival duplex, Building Type H, 1919-20;
(Photograph #1)

Colonial Revival dwelling, Building Type B, 1919-20
(Photograph #13) -

19th-century vernacular dwelling, c.1851, porches added,
siding (Photograph #9)

Colonial Revival duplex, Building Type D, 1919-20

Dutch Colonial Revival dwelling, 1929, Vito Bellucci,
builder

Colonial Revival dwelling, Building Type C, 1919-20,
(Photograph #14)
Colonial Revival dwelling, Building Type C, 1919-20,
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Lincoln Avenue (cont.)

153-155 C

Colonial Revival duplex, Building Type D, 1919-20 garage
(C) (Photograph #4)

154 C Colonial Revival dwelling, Building Type D, 1919-20;
garage (C) (Photograph #12)

167-169 c Colonial Revival duplex, Building Type D, 1919-20;
garage (C)

168-170 C Colonial Revival duplex, Building Type D, 1919-20

171 C Colonial Revival dwelling, Building Type B, 1919-20,
side addition

172 Cc Colonial Revival dwelling, Building Type B, 1919020

176-178 Cc Colonial Revival duplex, Building Type E, 1919-20
(Photograph #18)

175-177 C Colonial Revival suplex, Building Type E, 1919-20
179-181 Cc Colonial Revival duplex, Building Type D, 1919-20;
garage (C) (Photograph #17)
185~187 c Colonial Revival duplex, Building Type E, 1919-20
186-188 c Colonial Revival duplex, Building Type E, 1919-20
189~190 Cc Colonial Revival duplex, Building Type F, 1919-20
190-~-192 Cc Colonial Revival duplex, Building Type F, 1919-20
197 C Colonial Revival duplex, Building Type E, 1910-20;

(with 245 Colman garage (C)
Street)
198 C Colonial Revival duplex, Building Type E, 1919-20
(with 235 Colman
Street)

unnumbered C
unnumbered C
unnumbered C

Fieldstone wall around west side of oval park
Flagpole
Brick pavement on Lincoln Avenue and Colver Street

Marshall Place

1-3 C Colonial Revival duplex, Building Type D, 1919-20;
garage (C)

2-4 C Colonial Revival duplex, Building Type D, 1919-20;
garage (C)

7 C Folk Victorian dwelling, 1925, Henry R. Griswold,
builder

14 NC Ranch-style dwelling, 1941; garage (NC)

21-23 c Bungaloid duplex, 1926; John B. Leary and Vito Bellucci,
builders

24 NC Ranch-style dwelling, 1952

West Pleasant Street

2-4 C Colonial Revival duples, Building Type F, 1919-20
8-10 C Colonial Revival duplex, Building Type D, 1919-20
13-15 C Colonial Revival duplex, Building Type D, 1919-20
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West Pleasant Street (cont.)

14-16 C Colonial Revival duplex, Building Type F, 1919-20;
garage (C)

18-20 c Colonial Revival duplex, Building Type H, 1919-20

24-26 C Colonial Revival duplex, Building Type F, 1919-20

28-30 c Colonial Revival duplex, Building Type H, 1919-20;
garage (C) _

32-34 C Colonial Revival duplex, Building Type F, 1919-20

33-35 c Colonial Revival duplex, Building Type D, 1919-20

36-38 c Colonial Revival duplex, Building Type F, 1919-20
(Photograph #6)

40-42 C Colonial Revival duplex, Building Type D, 1919-20
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developments where houses were not nearing completion or there was no great
need for additional dwellings. Olmsted identified the need for providing
favorable mortgages for both home builders and individuals. The formation of a
national mortgage program may have resulted from his advocacy of this program.

On August 16, 1918, the United States Housing Coproration made an agreement
with the City of New London to purchase and develop a tract of land for
housing for workers "...engaged in activities connected with the prosecution
of the war against the Imperial German government."(3) New London was selected
because the region had a quantity of industries involved in wartime production
employing at least ten percent of the population, most of whom resided in New
London. the city had an acute housing shortage. Between October 1918 and
February 1919, the Housing Corporation had purchased four tracts totalling 20
acres on the western edge of New London. The development of the district,
designated as Project #157 by the United States Housing Corporation, called
for the construction of 64 houses on 163 building lots; each building was
either to be a single-family or a seim-detached, or duplex, dwelling (Figure
#2). Approval for the permits was granted by the city just five days before
the Armnistice.

Despite the Armistice, plans and work on Project #157 continued. By the time
the Treaty of Versailles was signed in June 1919, the first houses were built.
Construction of 25 additional buildings contemplated by the Housing
Corporation never proceeded. The end of the war undermined the urgency of the
project, though not its usefulness. The houses were quickly tenanted b
predominately middle- and working-class families. The houses were originall
targeted for employees of the Groton Iron Works and New London Ship and Engine
Company, now Electric Boat Division of General Dynamics. Other residents of
the district were employed by the railroads, Brainerd and Armstong Silk Mills,
and Sheffield Dentrifice. By 1921, most of the buildings had been sold. The
majority of the mortgages involved were held by the United States. In a period
of five days in the fall of 1921, 73 mortgage transactions were recorded for
the district which were held by the federal government through the United
States Department of Labor. The morgages typilclly were in amounts ranging from
$2500 to $6000 at 6% interest. The last of the government lots was sold in
1926.

In 1923, John Mondelci bought 13 building lots, including one house, from the
Housing Corporation, with a mortgage held by the United States to cover the
transaction. With his brother Giuseppe, Mondelci built seven single-family
and duplex dwellings on the lots (Photographs #10, 11). He sold one lot to
his brother-in-law, Paris Carnaroli, a carpenter, who built a bungalow at 37
Fuller Street. His other brother-in-law, Vito Bellucci, purchased the adjacent
Fuller property in 1924, moved a small house or outbuilding onto the property,
and remodeled it as 13 Fuller Street; he also built 90 Fuller Street and 260
Jefferson Avenue (Photograph #8). Bellucci, together with another carpenter,
John B. Leary, built 222 Colman Street in 1924 and the Bungalow duplex at 21-
23 Marshall Place in 1920.
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Architectural Significance

The United States Housing Corporation Historic District contains a cohesive
grouping of modest Colonial Revival dwellings in a planned setting which is
visually and styllstlcally unique in New London. The houses in the district
were based upon elght basic plans which were modified in 51t1ng and
landscaping to provide a harmonious development while av01d1ng a monotonous,
institutional appearance.- The contributing infill bulldlngs are well-
preserved and take stylistic cues from the Housing Corporatlon designs to
create a cohesive streetscape of early 20th-century dwellings.

A slump in the building industry'during the war made architectural and
plannlng talents available to the Housing Corporation. The architectural,
enginnering, and planning team members who designed the new London prOJect
were selected by the approprlate divisions of the Housing Corporation for
their professional qualifications for this particular development. The
architectural firm of Hoppin & Koen worked with Charles N. Lowrie, town
planner, and Tribus & Massa, engineers.

Francis V. Hoppln and Terence A. Koen worked as draftsmen and

designers with the renowned architectural firm of McKim, Mead, & White for a
number of years before establlshlng their own firm in New York City (1894-
1923). In partnershlp, Hoppin & Koen are noted for their design of the New
York City Police Headquarters (1909) and a number of stations for that
department, as well as fire statlons, and the Albany (New York) County
Courthouse, Thelr experience in a firm noted for promotlng the Colonial
Revival style in American bu11d1ng design may have influenced their choice of
this style for the New London progect. (5) The extensive use of the Colonial
Revival style in Housing Corporation projects established the style as

a prototype for later publlc hou51ng developments, such as Radburn, New Jersey
(1929), which is strikingly similar to the New London project. (6)

The form used is 51mp1e and met the standards established by the Hou51ng
Corporatlon. Building material choices were based upon considerations of cost,
design, and ease of procurement under wartime conditions. The use of slate
roofs and brick paving may be related to the scarc1ty of petroleum-based
products. Interior layouts were designed to provide functional 11v1ng
quarters, just as exterior siting was considered to create a pleas1ng
appearance. The tediousness of the modest Colonial Revival theme is broken by
varying the massing, rooflines, and setbacks of the houses in the development
(Photographs #1, 4). The elght basic house styles are tied together through
uniform use of bulldlng materials and decorative features, in particular
clapboard 51d1ng, slate roofs, and open latticework porches (Photograph #19).
Additional continuity is gained through the use of landscape design, such as
common alleys, walkways, and open spaces, retaining walls, embankments,
hedges, and plantlngs (Photographs #2, 3, 5, 6). The house at 1 Fuller
Street(c.1889), with its abundance of Queen Anne detall serves as a foil for
its simpler nelghbors and with 232 Jefferson Avenue, is a reminder of the
agricultural origins of the project property (Photographs #7, 9).

Landscape design was an important aspect of the New London project. Deed
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restrictions placed by th Housing Coproration prohibited the alteration of the
embankments or the placement or considerations of the pedestrian character of
the pro;ect Alleys served as common driveways. Attractive vistas were created
by varied setbacks, siting arrangements, visual termination points, exteansive
planting, and an oval parklet and center island on Lincoln Avenue (Figure #2).
Lots facing Jefferson Avenue were terraced to provide level surfaces for
bulldlng and garden areas. Slopes were planted in honeysuckle for ease of
maintenance. :

Guiseppe and John Mondelci, carpenters and builders, were in partnership
together as Mondeici Brothers. Together and also independently, they built a
number of houses in New London. John Mondelci later became a contractor for
larger public works progects, bulldlng a wing on Chapman Technlcal ngh School
in New London, Westerly High School in Rhode Island, and in partnership with
Frank and Fred Benvenuti, bulldlngs on the grounds of Norwich State Hospital.
When work was slow, John Mondelci would get financing to build houses on the
lots he had purchased from the Hou51ng Corporation in 1923. Between 1927 and
1930, he built one duplex in the district each year. 264-266 Colman street is
patterned after the Housing Corporation design for Building Type F, excepting
the lack of jerklnhead gables. The three Dutch Colonial Rev1va1 duplexes on
Fuller Street are dlstlngulshed from each other by variations in design
details, such as common vestibules with gabled roofs for 25-27 and 49-51
Fuller Street and leaded glass windows in 21-23 Fuller Street (Photograph
#11). All of the Mondelci houses and those built by his brother-in-law, Vito
Bellucci and Paris Carnaroll, use traditional American bulldlng des1gns, with
certain building technlques reflectlng their Italian heritage, in particular,
use of a beaded "macaroni" mortar joint.

The later houses generally have larger lots and are slightly larger than the
Housing Corporation buildings. Careful attention is paid to landscaping and
siting, requirements dictated by deed restrictions from the Housing
Corporation. Setbacks were determined by the Housing Corporation buildings.
Following the pattern used by the Housing Corporation, 21-23 and 25-27 Fuller
Street share a common driveway which leads to their respective garages. Shade
trees line Fuller Street in similar fashion to the trees lining Colman and
West Pleasant Streets (Photographs #6, 16).

Endnotes:

1. Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr., "Lessons From Developments of the United States
Housing Corporatlon", Monthly Labor Review, Vol. 8 No. 5 (May 1919): 1257

2. A table of Hou51ng Corporation prOJects llStS 99 prOJects across the
country, including thirteen in Connecticut* in the following cities:
Bridgeport, Groton, New London, Stamford, and Waterbury. (Report of the United
States Housing Corporatlon, Vol.II, Washlngton, D.C.: Government Printing
office, 1919) pp. 397-398

*The large number of USHC projects in CT may be indicative of the States'
1mportance in munitions production.

3. City Council Minutes, Vol. 4, p.176
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Endnotes (cont.)

4. Francis L.V. Hoppin (1867-1941) worked for McKlm, Mead and White for eight
years (1886-1894) as a draftsman who specialized in making presentation
perspectlves. Little is known about Terence Koen (1858-1923), (who met Hoppin
while working as a draftsman and designer at McKim, Mead and White except that
he was connected for many years with that firm. A renderer at McKim, Mead &
White, Jules Crow, worked with Hoppin & Koen on several Housing Corporatlon
prOJects, including the New London project. It is not known at this time
whether Crow worked in their firm.

5. Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr., "Lessons From Developments of the United States
Housing Corporation", Monthlx Labor Review, Vol.8 No.5 (May 1919): 36-3...36-4
6. Gwendolyn Wright, Building The Dream. A Social History of Housing in
America, (Cambridge: MIT Press. 1983) P.207
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Boundary Justification

The United States Hou51ng Corporation Historic District is located within a
clearly defined neighborhood of New London outlined by the boundarles of the
orlglnal land purchased by the United States Housing Corporatlon in 1918
(Flgures #1, #2). Distinctive architectural features, 1nclud1ng overall
building de51gn, slate roofs, and lattice screened porches, identify the
houses associated with the United States Housing Corporation development. :
Landscape fearures, such as fieldstone reta1n1ng walls, embankments, flowering
trees and brick-paved streets, add cohesiveness and definition to the
district. Later contribvuting houses within the district maintain setbacks
and design characteristics of the Housing Corporatlon dwellings. The
structures outside the southern edge of the district are late-19th and early-
20th century buildings. The western edge of the district is bordered by a
city-owned wooded area, while the northern and eastern edges are bounded by
other 20th-centry construction.
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Photographs

The following information is the same for all the photographs listed.

UNITED STATES HOUSING CORPORATION HISTORIC DISTRICT
New London, Connecticut

New London Landmarks Photo, 4/88
Negative on file with Connecticut
Historical Commission, Hartford

Photograph #1
Jefferson Avenue, looking south

Photograph #2
Lincoln Avenue entrance to district

looking west

ot

Photograph {3
Colver Street with Lincoln Oval

looking south

Photograph #4
151, 153-155, 157 Lincoln Avenue, looking north

Photograph #5
198 and 204 Jefferson Avenue with West Pleasant

Street walkway, looking west

Photograph #6
West Pleasant Street, looking east

Photograph #7
1 Fuller Street, looking north

Photograph #8
13 Fuller Street, looking north

Photograph #9
232 Jefferson Avenue, looking northwest

Photograph #10
225 Colman Street, looking north

Photograph #11
21-23 Fuller Street, looking northwest

Photograph #12
154 Lincoln Avenue, looking east
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The following information is the same for all the photographs listed,

UNITED STATES HOUSING CORPORATION HISTORIC DISTRICT
New London, Connecticut

New London Landmarks Photo, 4/88
Negative on file with Connecticut
Historical Commission, Hartford

Photograph #13
228 Jefferson Avenue, looking west

Photograph #14
151 Lincoln Avenue, looking northeast

Photograph #15 5
14-16 Colver Street, looking southwest ot

Photograph #16
Colman Street, looking northwest

Photograph #17
179-181 Lincoln Avenue, looking northwest

Photograph #18
176-178 Lincoln Avenue, looking southwest

Photograph #19
11-13 and 15-17 Colver Street, looking northeast

Photograph #20
157 Lincoln Avenue and 51 Colver Street, looking northeast

Photograph #21
203 Colman Street, looking northeast
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