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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The James Monroe Law Office was built in 1758 and was little altered 
until 1948. Up until then, it had been a long, story-and-a-half red 
brick building with small, green-shuttered windows, two simple door­ 
ways, three chimneys, and three dormers along a low gabled roof. 
The whitewashed rear wall faced a small garden.

In 1948 Laurence Hoes organized the James Monroe Museum and Memorial 
Library. A square-shaped, story-and-a half addition, comparable in 
area to the original building, was put up even with the front and 
extending beyond the rear of the old structure, creating an L-shaped 
construction. This addition was used to store many pieces of original 
Monroe furniture and memorabilia which Hoes had gathered, none from 
before 1794. A large basement under the addition houses a small 
library dealing generally with Monroe and his era. An attempt was 
made to duplicate Monroe's own library, though very few of the 
books are Monroe's own. A new door was installed in the front of 
the office to facilitate tourist traffic control.

In must be said in all honesty, that for a building commemorating a 
fairly obscure period in Monroe's career, it possesses at present 
very little historic integrity.

BOUNDARIES

The James Monroe Law Office is situated on a parcel of land between 
William and George Streets on the west side of Charles Street in 
Fredericksburg. The legal description of the property follows:

All that certain lot or parcel of land, known as the James Monroe 
Law Office, together with all buildings and improvements thereon......
lying and being on the West Side of Charles Street between William 
Street and George Street, in the City of Fredericksburg, Virginia, 
fronting 83.25 feet on Charles Street, and running back Westerly 
between parallel lines, a depth of 58.6 feet, and being more parti­ 
cularly described as follow:

"Beginning at a point on the West side of Charles Street 82*75 feet 
South from a brass pin inbedded in the sidewalk at the Southwest 
corner formed by the junction of William and Charles Streets; hence 
Westerly, and parallel with William Street, 58.6 feet to a gas pipe 
driven in the ground; thence Southerly, and parallel with Charles 
Street, 83.25 feet to another gas pipe by the masonic cemetery fence; 
thence with the Masonic Cemetery wall, Easterly, and parallel with 
William Street, 58.6 feet to Charles Street; then Northerly, with 
the line of Charles Street, 83.25 feet to the point of beginning; 
being particularly described by plat and survey made by L.R.R. Curtis, 
Surveyor, August 15, 1927, and duly recorded in Deed Book 60, at Page 
486 in the Clerk's Office of the Circuit Court of the City of
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Fredericksburg, Virginia, it being the same real estate that was 
conveyed unto James Monroe Memorial Foundation by deed from Laurence 
Gouverneur Hoes and Ingrid Westesson Hoes, husband and Wife, dated 
July 22, 1948, and duly recorded in Deed Book 85 at Page 272 in the 
Clerk's Office of the Circuit Court of the City of Fredericksburg, 
Virginia.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

From 1786 until 1789, James Monroe, fifth President of the United 
States, practiced law in this building. The story-and-a half brick 
structure has been restored, expanded, and' furnished with many pieces of 
original Monroe furniture dating from a later period in his life.

HISTORY

James Monroe opened this law office in 1786, when he retired from the 
Congress of the Confederation. At this time also he returned to the 
Virginia State Legislature, which he had first entered in 1782. He 
wrote Thomas Jefferson that he was wearied with the excessive and 
unprofitable labor of the last year, disgusted with politics, and 
disappointed in his friends. He had little enthusiasm for the State 
Assembly to which he had just been elected. Some of this pessimism 
was dispelled when he married Eliza Kortright in February, 1786.

During his stay in Fredericksburg, Monroe attended the famous 
Annapolis conference of 1786, but was not a delegate to the great conven 
tion of 1787. He was elected to the state ratifying convention of 
1788, where he opposed the new Constitution. He was defeated in an 
attempt to win a seat in the First Congress, but left Fredericksburg 
in 1790 to fill a waeancy in the Senate. From that point on he served 
almost continuously in either a state or national office until the end 
of his second presidential term in 1824.

BIOGRAPHY

James Monroe (1758-1831), fifth president of the United States, was 
born in Westmoreland County, Virginia. At the age of sixteen he 
entered the College of William and Mary, but in 1776 left to fight 
in the American Revolution. He fought with Washington's army in 
New York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania, and was wounded at the battle 
of Trenton. In 1780 he began to study law under Thomas Jefferson, then
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governor of Virginia. Their friendship was a. great aid to Monroe 
throughout his political career.

In 1782 he was elected to the Virginia House of Delegates, an(j 
though only 24 years of age, was chosen a member of the governor 's 
council. He served in the congress under the Articles of Confederation 
for three years before retiring to a law practice in Fredericksburg. In 
iZ.SSy./jae was^again a Virginia delegate., opposing the ratification-of the 
new constitution on the basis of his strong preference for decentralized 
government and his own strong sectional feelings. He accepted the 
result graciously however, and ran against James Madison for 'a seat in 
the First Congress. In this election he was beaten badly, but in 1790 
he was appointed to fill a vacancy in the Senate.

In 1794, Monroe was appointed minister to France by President Washington. 
It was hoped that his well-known French sympathies would win him a 
favorable reception but he used it to intrigue against the administra­ 
tion's French policies and was recalled in 1796. Gaining much sympathy 
at home, he was elected governor of Virginia three times, serving from 
1799 until 1802. In 1803 he was on hand in France to sign the Louisiana 
Purchase, though the deal had been all but completed before he got there. 
A subsequent attempt to extract a treaty from England securing the 
cessation of impressments resulted in an agreement so unfavorable that 
Jefferson, now president, never submitted it to the Senate. In 1808 
Monroe, much aggrieved, ran an undeclared campaign for President. He 
failed to win a single electoral vote, receiving in Virginia hardly a 
fifth the popular total of Madison.

In January, 1811, Monroe again became governor of Virginia. In the 
meantime, factional politics had forced Madison to remodel his 
administration. Monroe had influence in Virginia which was badly 
needed. In March 1811, Monroe accepted the post of Secretary of 
State. His efforts at reconciliation with England were a failure. 
and in June, 1812, Congress declared war"on Great Britain.

Throughout the war Monroe had strong presidential ambitions. He 
sought at various times to secure military command, and was 
intensely jealous of John Armstrong, who, in 1813, became Secretary : 
of >Jar. Monroe succeeded him following a military defeat in August, 
1814. Victories at Plattsburg and New Orleans in 1815 did much to 
enhance his prestige. The following year, with administration support, 
he narrowly won the caucus vote for presidential nominee. The general
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election was much easier; he defeated the Federalist candidate with 
183 electoral votes to 34. In 1820 he was reelected, receiving every 
electoral vote but one. The chief events of his calm and prosperous 
administration, which has been called "the era of good feeling," were the 
Seminole War (1817-18); the acquisition of the Floridas from Spain 
(1819-21); the Missouri Compromise (1820), by which the first open 
conflict over slavery was successfully patched over; the veto of the 
Cumberland Road bill (1822), which denied a federal right of jurisdiction 
and construction, (but declared an unlimited power to raise money; 
recognition of the new Latin) American states, former Spanish colonies, 
in Central and South America (1822); and - most significant to subsequent 
world history-the.enunciation of what came to be known as the Monroe 
Doctrine on Dec. 3, 1823.

The principles contained in this message were threefold: no further 
colonization by Europe in the new world, abstention of the United States 
from the political affairs of Europe, and noninterference of European 
nations in the governmental affairs of the western hemisphere. This 
doctrine has represented a major trend in American political thought 
ever since.
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