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1. Name 
historic Acton Centre Hi s to r i c D i s t r i c t " • • •' • 

For NPS iise only 

received ^EB 8 1983 

date entered 

and or common Same 

2. Locat ion ^ 

Street & number M i i ^ t i p i ' ^ ; g r r f T " ^ " ^ l i s t — for publication 

city, town A c t o n ^(/Avicinity of 

state Massachusetts code 025 county Middlesex code 017 

3. Classiffication 
Category 

X district 
building(s) 
structure 
site 
object 

Ownersh ip 
X public 
X private 

both 
Publ ic Acqu is i t ion 
N/A in process 

being considered 

Status 
X occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Access ib le 
X yes: restricted 
X yes: unrestricted 

no 

Present Use 
agriculture 

X commercial 
educational 
entertainment 

X government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 

X private residence 
X religious 

scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner off Property 

name Multiple; see attached l i s t 

street & number 

city, town N/A vicinity of state 

5. Location off Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Middlesex County Registry of Deeds, South D i s t r i c t 

street & number 40 Thorndike Street 

city, town Cambridge state Massachusetts 02141 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Inventory of the Historic 
Assets of the Commonwealth has this property been determined eligible? yes no 

date 1972 federal X_ state county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

city, town Boston state Massachusetts 



7. Descr ipt ion Acton Centre Historic D i s t r i c t 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered X original site 
good ruins X altered moved date N/A 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Located on l e v e l t e r r a i n near the center of the town of Acton, the Acton Centre 
Historic D i s t r i c t i s a characteristic 19th century r u r a l New England town center 
with buildings clustered around an oblong green. The d i s t r i c t i s bisected southwest 
to northeast by Main Street (Route 27) which extends south to the v i l l a g e of South 
Acton and the town of Maynard and north to the town of Chelmsford. Also included 
i n the d i s t r i c t are portions of f i v e roads which cross or terminate at Main Street: 
Nagog H i l l Road, Woodbury Lane, Newtown Road, Wood Lane, and Concord Road (Photo 1). 

The d i s t r i c t includes 36 major structures, the Common, one monument and three documented 
h i s t o r i c archaeological sites. Federal and Greek Revival a r c h i t e c t u r a l styles 
predominate, accented by buildings representing e a r l i e r and l a t e r designs. In 
aggregate a l l the buildings share similar scale and proportions; a l l but four are 
of frame construction, finished w i t h clapboards. Included are: two 18th century 
dwellings; one 18th century school building; four 19th centyry i n s t i t u t i o n a l buildings; 
twenty-eight 19th century dwellings; and ten 20th century buildings, s p e c i f i c a l l y , 
a f i r e s t a t i o n , two residences, and seven outbuildings. A number of structures 
now functioning as residences were once used as professional space, and the agrarian 
heritage of the v i l l a g e i s evident i n the quantity of 19th century barns (eight) 
and houses wi t h attached barns (four) s t i l l standing. A b r i e f description of each 
of the properties follows. Three are recent 20th century intrusions: a 1978 cottage 
A(#19), a 1952 Fire Station B(#37), and associated ca. 1941 equipment shed C(//37a). 

The present plan and layout of the Acton Common (Photos 14 and 16) were essentially 
established i n 1806, although changes have been made i n the l a t e r 19th and 20th 
centuries. The Common t o t a l s about six acres of open land w i t h a few scattered 
trees and divided by roads in t o six separate parcels. 

The o r i g i n a l Common was the present east end, at the junction of Main Street and 
Nagog H i l l Road, two acres given to the town by Anne Ctmiing i n 1737. The f i r s t 
Meeting House, b u i l t i n 1736, before the deed of the land was executed, stood near 
the center of the parcel, on the r i s e of ground called "the knowl". An animal 
pound stood i n the southeast corner of the l o t u n t i l 1851, when i t was sold to 
become part of the l o t for 517 Main Street. The f l a t space between the Meeting 
House and pound i s said to have been occasionally used as the t r a i n i n g f i e l d for 
the Acton Minute Men and other early m i l i t i a companies. 

A s i g n i f i c a n t modification of the early plan has been the relocation of Main Street 
(Route 27) as a two-lane road running across the northern side of the Common instead 
of d i v i d i n g , as formerly, into two narrow carriage ways, one on the north and one 
on the south side of a long green s t r i p . 

The greatest changes i n configuration have occurred i n the southwest corner, where 
there formerly stood a hotel and a store, l a t e r used as a shoe and boot factory, 
both b u i l t i n 1806 and destroyed i n the f i r e that devastated the corner of the 
Common i n 1862. Both buildings were r e b u i l t i n 1863, but the factory was burned 
again i n 1892 and the h o t e l , gutted by f i r e i n 1913, was demolished i n 1916, and 
neither was r e b u i l t . Part of the hotel l o t was appropriated i n 1925 f o r the location 
of the Centre Fire Station and the remainder was given to the town i n 1940 to be 
added to the Common. Concord Road has been relocated across t h i s l a t t e r piece, to 

(Continued) 



NPS Forni 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018 
(3-82) Exp. 10-31-84 

Uni ted States Depar tment of the Inter ior , <.„̂ , 
National Parl( Service ^ % NI»S u$» onty 

National Register off Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

received 

date entered 

Acton Centre 
Continuation sheet Historic D i s t r i c t 'tern number 7 Page 1 

j o i n Main Street opposite Newtown Road Instead of forming an axis with the monument, 
as i t formerly had done. 

The Common i s dominated by a Revolutionary Monument (Map #1, Photos 3 and 4), b u i l t 
at the j o i n t expense of the town and Commonwealth to honor Captain Isaac Davis 
of Acton, the f i r s t o f f i c e r to f a l l i n the Revolution, at the Concord f i g h t ; and 
two of his privates, Abner Hosmer, k i l l e d i n the same f i g h t , and James Hayward, 
mortally wounded at Lexington during the B r i t i s h r e t r e a t . Constructed of quarry 
faced granite i n 1851 from designs by Charles E. Parker of Boston, the monument 
is composed of a 75-foot t a l l obelisk set on an arched Romanesque pedestal; a vault 
i n i t s base contains the remains of the three soldiers. Set into the sides of 
the earth mound on which i t stands are the slate gravestones o r i g i n a l l y placed 
over t h e i r graves (that to Captain Davis cut by Park of Groton) and the stepping 
stone from the causeway of the North Bridge i n Concord on which Davis i s said to 
have f a l l e n when shot through the heart by the B r i t i s h volley. 

Around the monument are decommissioned cannon and memorials to participants i n 
la t e r wars, and east of i t i s a granite watering trough on a mortared pebble base, 
b u i l t i n 1913. 

455 Main Street, Francis Barker House (#39, Photo 2) B u i l t i n 1799 for Francis 
Barker (1756-1805), drimimer for the Acton Minute Men when they marched to Concord 
in 1775, t h i s was o r i g i n a l l y a one story cottage. Alterations occurred i n the 
mid 19th century with the addition of bay windows and overhanging gable supported 
on brackets; the elaborate front porch and the mansard-roofed rear portion date 
from about 1885. From 1837 to 1882, i t was owned and occupied by Jonas Blodget, 
a blacksmith, whose shop was located near the west side of the house and l a t e r 
moved across the street to the rear of 452 Main Street. 

459 Main Street, Noyes Store (//38a, Photo 2) On the same l o t with 461 Main Street 
(#38) i s a story and a half store with a porch across the f r o n t , b u i l t ca. 1914 
(Oliver D, Wood, carpenter) and enlarged to i t s present size, ca. 1918. I t was 
b u i l t by George L. Noyes as an ice cream parlor and grocery store. From 1918 to 
1938, i t served as the Acton Centre Post Office (George Noyes and Paul Coughlin, 
postmasters), then as a grocery store (1938-1941), a g i f t shop, and since 1947, 
as a r e a l estate o f f i c e . 

461 Main Street. Jones Law Office (#38, Photos 2 and 13) B u i l t i n 1805 by Samuel 
Jones, Esq., t h i s was o r i g i n a l l y a one story hip roofed building with central chimney, 
ty p i c a l of r u r a l offices of the Federal Period. In the 1850s i t was enlarged and 
altered to i t s present appearance; the fr o n t was extended i n a southerly direction; 
the second story with gable roof, and the one story e l l to the west were added. 
The l a t t e r was somewhat altered and a new chimney b u i l t i n the 20th century. The 
small barn (#38b) i n the rear, now a garage, also dates from the 19th century. 
The succession of l a t e r owners included a physician, a storekeeper and carpenter. 
Acquired i n 1825 for use as a dwelling by Simon Davis, the house i s s t i l l occupied 
by his descendants, the Boatmans. 

(Continued) 
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481 Main Street (#30, Photo 4) This hip roof house features a seven bay facade 
and was evidently b u i l t i n two sections - the eastern t h i r d of i t w i t h central 
chimney i n 1821 and the remainder about 1824. The rear e l l s were added i n about 
1876 when the barn was b u i l t . 

The f r o n t has been altered at least twice, i t s present appearance dating from a 
restoration i n about 1938 when the existing doorway (of an e a r l i e r style than the 
house) was i n s t a l l e d ; several of the windows rearranged to make the facade more 
symmetrical than i t had been; and a porch added to the east end. The barn was 
remodelled i n the 1950s to serve the needs of the present owner, the Congregational 
Church. 

The building was used by i t s e a r l i e s t two owners as a store, and both were licensed 
as r e t a i l e r s of liquo r : Jonah B. Stratton, 1821-1822 and Alpheus Witt, 1822-1826. 
The occupant from 1830 to 1834 was Paul C. Kittredge, a physician, and from 1845 
to 1938 the house was owned by the Brooks family and descendants, one of whom was * r' 
Frederick Brooks Noyes, author of several c o l o r f u l a r t i c l e s on aspects of Acton 
history. 

487 Main Street (#29, Photo 5) B u i l t ca. 1807, t h i s was o r i g i n a l l y an L-plan house 
with a half-hipped roof (one of four l o c a l examples of t h i s unusual feature). I t s 
Federal Period proportions are s t i l l extant though largely obscured by Queen Anne 
additions of ca. 1897, including a two story bay window at the west side and the 
porch across the front with projecting gabled bay above the front door. 

In the rear i s one of the few large barns (#29a) remaining around the Common, b u i l t 
probably i n the mid 19th century. Notable features of the barn include two overlighted 
end openings, board and batten siding and a central square cupola, capped with 
a bellcast hipped roof. 

This i s one of the houses b u i l t by Samuel Jones, Esq. whose brother Rev. James 
Jones may have been the f i r s t occupant. I t had a succession of owners, among 
whom were two farmers, Cyrus Dole from 1838 to 1862, and John E. Cutter, (who had 
ear l i e r been proprietor of the Centre Store) 1873 to 1894; Dole acquired farmland 
to the south, reached by a lane running from the rear of the house l o t to Concord 
Road. His son, Cyrus G. Dole, bought the place i n 1897 for use as a summer residence. 

491 Main Street, Samuel Law House (#28, Photo 5) This gable-roofed Federal house 
with a story and a half e l l was b u i l t by Samuel Law ca. 1806. The fa n l i g h t over 
the front door was in s t a l l e d ca. 1952 (replacing a bracketted Victorian hood) 
and the porch at the side dates from the same time. Otherwise, the o r i g i n a l exterior 
i s largely i n t a c t . Enclosing the side yard i s the only early fence around the 
Common, a l a t t i c e design of perhaps the 1830s. The two-car garage i n the rear 
was b u i l t i n 1953 when a large barn at the same location was demolished. From 
1816 to 1840, the ho use was owned and occupied by Stephen Weston, a storekeeper. 
A later occupant (1876-1952) was Arthur F. Davis, an a r t i s t of some note, now best 
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remembered for his views of the l o c a l scene and his paintings depicting events 
in Acton's history; he was also Acton's l i b r a r i a n from 1903 to 1945. 

497 Main Street, Stephen Weston House (#27, Photo 6) A long, two story, late 
Federal house with a shallow pitched gable roof and unconventional arrangement 
of i t s facade, t h i s house was b u i l t ca. 1836 by Stephen Weston, but may have . . 
incorporated e a r l i e r buildings moved here at that time. Later additions have 
been made at the rear. The present glazed front door and restorations of the 
o r i g i n a l window sashes date from the 1950s. 

The barn 027a) i n the rear, with patterned shingle-work i n i t s f r o n t gable, dates 
from some time between 1875 and 1890. 

503 and 505 Main Street, T u t t l e Houses (#26 and #25, Photo 6) These houses were 
b u i l t ca. 1840 as Greek Revival story and a half cottages set at r i g h t angles 
to each other. The front gable flank of 503 Main Street has been altered by the 
insertion of dormer windows i n the 20th century, and 505 Main Street was enlarged 
to an L-plan house in the 19th century by the addition of a two story wing to 
i t s o r i g i n a l f r o n t . A two-car garage to the west of 503 Main Street (#26a) i s 
a 20th century structure, replacing a barn contemporary with the house. 

Both houses were b u i l t by Francis Tuttle,Esq., a storekeeper and dealer i n real 
estate at both Acton Centre and South Acton i n the 1840s and 1850s, and were occupied 
by his family u n t i l 1846. Beginning i n 1870, 503 Main Street was the home of 
Alvin Mason Robbins, who preserved, i n the rear stone w a l l , the doorstep of Acton's 
f i r s t Meeting House, which has since been returned to i t s o r i g i n a l location as 
part of a landscaped park. 

507 Main Street, Central D i s t r i c t Schoolhouse (#24, Photo 7) Now a Greek Revival 
cottage, t h i s was b u i l t i n 1798 as the central d i s t r i c t schoolhouse and served 
as such for f o r t y years. I t o r i g i n a l l y stood j u s t north of 84 Nagog H i l l Road; 
i t had a square plan and the exterior was painted red. A description of i t s o r i g i n a l 
i n t e r i o r arrangement mentions the "high desk i n the centre of the west wall and 
rows of double desks r i s i n g on the north and south sides, the highest row on 
a level with the windows, styled the back seats, where the oldest scholars 
sat. This was the model for the school houses b u i l t at that time. I t answered 
the purpose of a grand amphitheatre . . . ." 

I t was moved to i t s present s i t e , converted to a dwelling, and given i t s present 
exterior appearance i n 1845; the dormers i n the roof are l a t e r additions. 

511 Main Street (#23, Photo 7) The present disrepair of t h i s house belies the 
fact that i t i s a s o l i d l y constructed and modestly s t y l i s h Queen Anne farmhouse 
which retains interesting evidence of i t s early paint color scheme - white 
clapboards with the trim picked out i n red and green. 

I t was b u i l t i n 1874 on or near the s i t e of Brooks Tavern, an 18th century building 
gutted by f i r e the previous year, and i t i s said to have been b u i l t , i n part, 

(Continued) 
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of material salvaged from that house. 

The large barn (#23a) appears to be somewhat older than the present house and ... 
likewise appears to contain reused materials from a dwelling, perhaps the old 
tavern. 

517 Main Street, Horatio H. Stearns House (#22) This two story Greek Revival 
house with pedimented front and one story e l l , b u i l t ca. 1850, has lat e r additions 
of porches across the front of both main block and e l l . I t was b u i l t for Horatio 
H. Stearns, son of a farming family that i n the mid 19th century owned both the 
Brooks Tavern estate (#23) and the farm adjoining i t on the west. 

460 Main Street, John White House (#2) A p l a i n two story structure with a large 
barn joined to i t by a story and a half e l l , t h i s house was o r i g i n a l l y a one-
room deep house of the Federal Period, with a lean-to across part of the back. 
I t was enlarged to i t s present size and appearance probably ca. 1860-70. The 
bay windows, formerly connected by a large prch (instead of the simple entry 
porch at the front door) and the porch across the e l l date from t h i s time, but 
the e a r l i e r window frames i n the front portion were retained, as can be seen 
by their smaller size when compared with the larger windows i n the rear part. 
The date of the o r i g i n a l portion i s not e n t i r e l y clear; i t may have been b u i l t 
ca. 1803 on the present Town Hall l o t and moved to i t s present location i n 1806 
when that l o t was acquired by the town for the Second Meeting House; or i t may 
have been b u i l t at t h i s location ca. 1806. The stone wharfing or retaining w a l l 
at the east end of the house was the boundary l i n e of the property from 1818 
to 1835. At the rear i s an early 20th century garage (#2a) increased i n length 
with a small lean-to as later model automobiles became larger. 

The house was b u i l t for and occupied u n t i l 1823 by John White, a blacksmith and 
a Deacon i n the Congregational Church. From ca. 1839 to 1861 i t was lived i n 
by Silas Jones, who had been a Captain of the Davis Blues i n the War of 1812. 

468 Main Street (#7) This i s a low, one story, hip roof bungalow with fieldstone 
chimney i n a r u s t i c setting of evergreens and shrubbery. I t was b u i l t i n 1913 
on the foundations of a large Late Georgian house (ca. 1816) which was burned 
i n May, 1912. A lat e r 20th century garage (#7a) i s located i n the rear. The 
house was altered by the addition of dormers i n the roof and a deck at the back 
in the 1950s and 1960s. 

282 Main Street, Acton Town Hall (#11, Photo 8) B u i l t i n 1863 on the l o t purchased 
by the Town i n 1806 for the Second Meeting House ( b u i l t 1806-7, burned 1862), 
t h i s building's exterior i s v i r t u a l l y unchanged from i t s o r i g i n a l appearance. 
I t i s a two and a half story I t a l i a n a t e structure with gable end to the street 
which features corner quoins and bracketted window l i n t e l s , cornice, and gable 
overhang. A central motif composed of a three-bay arcaded entry porch rimmed 
with a balustrade, surmounted by paired windows on the second f l o o r , a 
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palladian-type window i n the gable peak, and a square clock tower capped with 
a pyramidal hip roof, anchors the building. In the 20th century the o r i g i n a l 
color scheme - buff clapboards, brown tri m and green blinds - was modifed to 
the present white with black blinds. Though now too small for town meetings, 
the Hall i s s t i l l the meeting place for the Selectmen and the location of several 
governmental boards. 

486 Main Street, the Acton Memorial Library (#12, Photos 9 and 10) was designed 
by the Boston firm of Hartwell and Richardson and b u i l t i n 1889. I t i s an asym­
metrically arranged Romanesque style building of dark red brick, sandstone tr i m 
carved i n low r e l i e f , and a slate roof. I t i s said to be that architectural 
firm's most successful small l i b r a r y . Typical of the Romanesque movement, the 
o r i g i n a l i n t e r i o r plan can be read from the external arrangement. The focal 
point i s a wide low entrance arch; set i n a projecting gabled pavilion. I t separates 
the stack area to the r i g h t , with i t s continuous row of small windows placed 
high i n the w a l l and large end window l i g h t i n g the h a l l between the stacks, from 
the reading room with larger windows and end chimney containing a fireplace. 
The harmonious modern addition i n the rear, carried out i n materials matching 
the o r i g i n a l block and containing the present main entrance, was designed i n 
1965 by Joseph Schiffer. 

496 Main Street, Centre Store (#13, Photos 10 and 11) The f i r s t store on the 
l o t known as the Centre Store, was established i n 1830 by Joseph W. Tuttle and 
was run by various members of that prominent family u n t i l 1849, af t e r which they 
devoted themselves exclusively to t h e i r stores i n South Acton. Following a succession 
of other owners and proprietors, i t was acquired i n 1871 by the equally prominent 
Taylor family who operated the business u n t i l 1935. 

The present size and configuration of t h i s large, gable-front structure probably 
dates from about 1850, though i t incorporates i n the rear what seems to be a 
portion of the o r i g i n a l 1830 structure. Details and t r i m , such as the central 
bay window in the second story, may date from the 1870s. To the l e f t , i n the 
rear i s an attached barn i n front of which i s a one story wing added i n the early 
1950s to serve as the Centre Post Office. The curved display window and entrances 
at the f i r s t story of the main building, added in the late 1950s, replaced an 
ea r l i e r porch. 

498 Main Street, Charles Tuttle House (#14, Photos 10 and 11) This simple, almost 
boxy Federal House with a symmetrical f i v e bay facade, b u i l t ca. 1817, retains 
i t s o r i g i n a l architectural appearance remarkably w e l l . Including the one story 
e l l s at the rear and the wing to the r i g h t which apparently was o r i g i n a l l y an 
open woodshed or carriage house. The house was b u i l t for Charles Tuttle and 
was occupied by various members of the Tuttle family u n t i l 1893. Behind the 
house, on the s i t e of a barn that was burned, i s a small gambrel roof barn (#14a) 
b u i l t i n the early 1920s, the lower portion of which i s constructed of textured 

concrete blocks. 
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502 Main Street, William R. Lothrop House (#15, Photos 12 and 13) B u i l t i n 1849 
for William R. Lothrop, a trader, proprietor of both the Centre Store (#13) and 
a t a i l o r shop west of that, t h i s i s the most f u l l y developed Greek Revival building 
i n the d i s t r i c t . Distinguishing features include a pedimented gable f r o n t , 
corner pi l a s t e r s and a one story Doric porch at the front and west side. A story 
and a half e l l connects the main house with a small barn likewise of Greek Revival 
proportions and d e t a i l s and formerly painted red. The exterior chimney on the 
east side of the house dates from the late 1940s or early 1950s. 

504 Main Street. The Chapel (#16, Photos 12 and 13) The Chapel i s a modest, 
but s t y l i s h Federal public building, b u i l t i n 1829. Notable features include 
brick front and back, and clapboard side elevations; and clapboards and quarter 
c i r c l e windows i n the gable pediment facing the Common. Typical of vestry buildings 
of the period, i t was entered by two doors at the outer edges of the main elevation. 
In 1924 i t was remodelled by Edwin R. Clark, architect, of Chelmsford for the 
Acton Woman's Club. At that time the o r i g i n a l doorways were bricked up and converted 
to windows; the Georgian-style side doorways were i n s t a l l e d ; and alterations 
and additions made at the rear. 

508 Main Street (Dr. Harris Cowdry House (#17, Photo 12) Now a large, two room 
deep, two and a half story house with gable f r o n t , t h i s was b u i l t i n 1830 by Dr. 
Harris Cowdry as a story and a half cottage. I t evidently was enlarged to i t s 
present size before 1850; the bracketted cornice, bay window on the west side 
and fancy work d e t a i l of the porch seem to date from l a t e r i n the 19th century. 
A one story wing connects the house to i t s barn at the east which has been altered 
several times. From 1920 to 1925 the house served as the f i r s t clubhouse of 
the Acton Woman's Club; i n the 1950s i t was occupied by the Misses Lincoln and 
Torrey, who conducted i n the barn "The Bantam Workshop," an unusual crafts school 
for children; and from 1958 to 1974 i t was the rectory for Acton's Episcopal 
Church. 

3 Wood Lane, Second Evangelical Church Parsonage (#36) This two story mansard 
house with a sidehall plan, a story and a half wing, and severely restrained 
d e t a i l , was b u i l t i n 1875 by Moses Taylor, merchant and contractor, as the Par­
sonage for the Evangelical Church. 

11 Wood Lane, Jones Blacksmith Shop Site (#35) This triangular vacant l o t belongs, 
h i s t o r i c a l l y , to 10 Wood Lane, across the street. I t was the location of the 
blacksmith shop b u i l t i n 1806 by Samuel Jones, Esq. as part of his real estate 
development of the Common. The building was evidently i n ruins i n 1833, when 
i t was described as "lumber." 

10 Wood Lane, Samuel Jones Esq. House (#34) This L-plan Federal house of two 
stories with a story and a half e l l , was b u i l t i n 1807 by Samuel Jones, Esq. 
The exterior of the main portion retains i t s o r i g i n a l character, despite the 
substitution of late 19th century window sash; the e l l was altered by the addition 

(Continued) 
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of a bay window i n the 19th century and i n the 1970s the lean-to in the angle between 
the main house and e l l was enlarged and greatly altered. 

Joined to the e l l i s the o r i g i n a l barn which retains i t s early 19th century character. 
Surrounding the property i s a massive stone w a l l , p a r t l y of rubble and p a r t l y 
of dressed stone, evidently part of a landscape setting developed i n the 1860s 
or 1870s; i t formerly had a wooden picket section, now removed, d i r e c t l y i n front 
of the house. A 19th century outbuilding (#34a) i s located behind the house. 

Samuel Jones, Esq. was the p r i n c i p a l developer of the Common i n 1806-7. After 
he f a i l e d f i n a n c i a l l y , i t was occupied (from about 1810 to 1830) by his mother, 
the widow of Captain Isaac Davis, who taught there a "dame school" for the children 
of the v i l l a g e . The Jones family owned and occupied the property u n t i l 1866. 

7 Concord Road (#37) The Acton Centre Fire Station i s a hip roof stucco structure 
of simple l i n e s , b u i l t i n 1952 by Jenney Brothers of Concord from the designs 
of Frederick H. Gagnon, who used a "Colonial" style to blend with the surrounding 
buildings. 

In the rear i s an equipment shed (#37a), formerly located behind the Town Hall 
where i s was the o f f i c e of the Superintendent of Streets. 

8 Concord Road (#31, Photo 4) B u i l t (or possibly moved here) af t e r 1851, t h i s 
is a simple two story house, end to the street, with tentative Greek Revival 
and l a t e r Victorian fancy work d e t a i l . The second story appears to be a later 
addition. 

I t was b u i l t for John Fletcher, a shoe and boot manufacturer, whose factory stood 
opposite, about where the west branch of Concord Road now i s , and may have served 
o r i g i n a l l y as workers' housing. 

14 Concord Road, the Congregational Church (#32, Photo 4), formerly the Evangelical 
Church, i s the second meeting house on the s i t e . The f i r s t , b u i l t i n 1833, was 
burned i n 1846. The present structure was b u i l t i n 1846, and oriented, l i k e 
i t s predecessor, toward Wood Lane, causing i t to be at an angle to Concord Road, 
which had been l a i d out i n 1836. I t was o r i g i n a l l y a t y p i c a l Greek Revival 
Meeting House, set on a high granite basement with temple f r o n t , the entrances 
recessed behind columns i n an t i s , a spire d i r e c t l y above the pediment, and t a l l 
windows i n the sides. In 1898, despite protests, i t was altered to the present 
Queen Anne design by addition of the corner b e l l tower, arcaded at the top, and 
the large roundheaded windows i n the f r o n t , and by the i n s t a l l a t i o n of stained 
glass windows. The small modern wing adjoining the tower and the large wing 
in the rear were added i n 1966, af t e r i n i t i a l discussions on the f e a s i b i l i t y 
of restoring the o r i g i n a l appearance were discarded. 

(Continued) 
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20 Concord Road (#33) A story and a half Greek Revival cottage with e l l at the 
rear, positioned with gable flank to the road and gable front to the church, 
t h i s house was b u i l t i n 1846 by Abner Hosmer, a housewright, and owned by the 
Fletcher family from 1858 to 1893. Though Victorian additions appear i n the 
hood over the front doorway, i n some of the e l l porch d e t a i l , and the roofl i n e 
has been raised with shed dormers, the house s t i l l gives an appealing impression 
of a mid 19th century cottage, complete with picket fence and arbor over the 
walkway. 

The small barn (#33a) i s probably contemporaneous with the house. 

6 Newtown Road (#3, Photo 15) This gable front one and a half story Greek Revival 
cottage with a three bay sidehall plan was b u i l t ca. 1851. Notable features 
include a one story side e l l w ith a porch and corner bay window, and a recessed, 
sidelighted entry. A small barn i s attached perpendicular to the rear corner 
of the e l l . 

The house was b u i l t as re n t a l property by William R. Lothrop, merchant and t a i l o r , 
who lived at 502 Main Street (#15), and was acquired i n 1857 by Cyrus Hosmer, 
a mast hoop maker. 

10 Newtown Road (#4, Photo 15) A large gable front two and a half story house 
with a s i m i l a r l y proportioned side e l l and Greek Revival d e t a i l , was b u i l t 
ca. 1854 by Moses Taylor,merchant and contractor. The porch across the front 
of the e l l appears to be either a la t e r 19th century addition or a retrimming 
of an o r i g i n a l feature. A period barn stands to the rear of the house. 

The f i r s t two owners, to 1857, were Henry A. King, shoemaker, and Samuel Despeaux, 
a t a i l o r . Later i t was occupied by Dr. Charles B. Sanders, who commenced medical 
practice i n Acton i n 1875; his wife (Elizabeth, daughter of Moses Taylor) who 
had a powerful singing voice, was a member of the loc a l Jubilee singing group, 
organized as an offshoot of Boston's Schubert Choral Union, which i n the late 
19th century held a music f e s t i v a l i n Acton Town Hall each year on June 17th. 

14 Newtown Road, Samuel Chaffin House (#5, Photo 15) This i s a gable front two 
and a half story Greek Revival house b u i l t ca. 1847. Later alterations include 
e l l s at the rear, brackets i n the cornice and a large porch which runs along 
the front and west side elevations, connecting two bay windows. The builder and 
f i r s t occupant was Samuel Chaffin, a shoemaker. 

15 Newtown Road (#6) This gable front story and a half cottage with e l l , of 
very plain exterior d e t a i l , was standing i n 1868 and was prabably b u i l t shortly 
before. I t s d i s t i n c t i v e feature i s the porch set under the curving e l l roof. 
The small barn i n the rear i s probably contemporaneous with the house. 

(Continued) 
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12 Woodbury Lane (#8) Standing i n 1868 and probably b u i l t shortly before, t h i s 
i s a gable front story and a half cottage. Simple d e t a i l includes a bracketted 
hood over the entry and an e l l with a porch recessed under the roof. This l a t t e r 
feature i s somewhat obscured by the 20th century garage(#8a) b u i l t flush with 
the street l i n e . The exterior chimney and shed dormer at the side are later 
alterations. A small outbuilding i s attached to the rear of the e l l . 

16 Woodbury Lane, F i r s t Evangelical Church Parsonage (#9) This L-plan story 
and a half house with attached barn was b u i l t ca. 1852. I t s plan, massing and 
proportions are reminiscent of the " r u r a l cottage" form advocated by the landscape 
architect A. J. Downing i n the 1840s and 1850s. The picturesque q u a l i t i e s of 
that style are evident here i n the widely overhanging eaves and the porch i n 
the angle of the L. Other d i s t i n c t i v e a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l s have been somewhat 
denatured by recent alterations and additions to the rear. 

This house was b u i l t under the d i r e c t i o n of Hon. Stevens Hayward (468 Main Street, 
State Senatory 1844-45), and on part of his land, to serve as the Parsonage of 
the Evangelical Church, a use for which i t s picturesque style must have seemed 
appropriate. I t was occupied during t h e i r pastorates by Revs. Dodge (1852-55), 
Rockwell (1855-56) and Garland (1857-59). 

17 Woodbury Lane (#17) A one story cottage w i t h wide gable front and asymmetrical 
arrangement of windows and doors, t h i s houses appeares s t y l i s t i c a l l y to belong 
to the period of ca. 1820-1840; however, there i s no record of i t s having been 
on t h i s l o t before 1861. A two story wing, generally respecting the proportions 
of the older part and having an exterior front chimney, was added to the southeast 
corner i n the mid 1970s. 

74 Nagog H i l l Road, Fletcher House (#18, Photo 17) B u i l t i n 1828, t h i s f i v e 
bay house i s perhaps the most f u l l y developed and characteristic example around 
the Common of the Federal Period. I t s focal point i s the f i n e l y proportioned 
doorway with s i d e l i g h t s , framed by pi l a s t e r s and surmounted with a f u l l entablature. 
The o r i g i n a l two story rear e l l has been extended with a one story addition. 
The house o r i g i n a l l y stood at 486 Main Street and was removed to i t s present 
location i n 1889 when that l o t was cleared and graded for the construction of 
the Memorial Library. The p a r t i a l l y enclosed side porch i s a l a t e r addition. 
The barn (#18a) to the l e f t of the house dates from the same time as the house 
and was moved here with the house. 

78 Nagog H i l l Road (#19) This i s a modern house, b u i l t i n 1978, of t r a d i t i o n a l 
lines with an attached garage on the f r o n t . I t i s set w e l l back from the street, 
thereby preserving the openness of the setting of 74 and 84 Nagog H i l l Road. 

84 Nagog H i l l Road, The Old Parsonage (#20, Photo 18), i s a long, rambling, though 
low-studded Georgian building begun ca. 1741. I n i t i a l l y i t was a simple central 
chimney house b u i l t into the h i l l s i d e , a f u l l three stories t a l l at the 

(Continued) 
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street elevation. I t s present appearance dates from 1792 or shortly thereafter 
when the front was extended to six bays, an e l l b u i l t at the rear and the whole 
covered with a half hipped roof, which formerly had a r a i l i n g or balustrade around 
i t at the eaves. The enclosed, gable roofed and pilastered porch at the second 
story front entrance was evidently added at the same time, as were the window 
blinds, said to be the f i r s t i n Acton and unusual i n that there i s one wide 
blind per window instead of the more common two. The present window sashes were 
ins t a l l e d ca. 1889 when Moses Taylor (#36) "restored" the house and replaced 
the originals of six l i g h t s over nine. The early color scheme, now s l i g h t l y 
altered, was l i g h t yellow clapboards with white t r i m and green blinds and doors. 
Twentieth century additions are the proch at the west end and a wing of the 1970s 
at the northwest corner. The large garage (#20a) (or small barn) i s also of 
20th century construction. 

The house was b u i l t for Jacob Hooker, a t a i l o r . Subsequent owners included James 
Dudley, a blacksmith and Revolutionary War soldier, and Reverends Moses Adams 
and Marshall Shedd, ministers of the F i r s t Parish Church, 1792-1820 and 1820-1831, 
respecively. 

77 Nagog H i l l Road (#21) This was o r i g i n a l l y one of the e l l s of the Fletcher House 
(74 Nagog H i l l Road), detached and made into a separate house by Moses Taylor i n 1889. 
I t s Federal Period origins are s t i l l apparent i n the rear e l l and i n some of 
the early window blinds, but the two story, gable front main portion is of plain 
late Victorian design, relieved by a small bracketted hood at the door and a 
bay window at the side. Adjacent to the house i s a recent two-car garage (#21a). 



8. Signifficance Acton Centre H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 

Period Areas of/^ignificance—Check and justify below 
prehistoric ^ aircfieology-prehistorjc community planning landscape a rch i tec tu re^^ religion 
1400-1499 ^rr^^archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 _ ] L agriculture economics literature - . sculpture 
1600-1699 _X_ architecture education X military social/ 

_X_ 1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 
_X_ 1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 

Y 1900- communications industry politics/government transportation 
invention other (specify) 

I T T~I Multiple; _ ., . ~ ~ .Moses Taylor, builder ; 
Specific dates g^pg^<^^-,{y 18Q0-1850 B"''<*er/Architect Hartwell and Richardson, architects 

statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

Acton Centre Historic D i s t r i c t possesses i n t e g r i t y of location, design, setting, 
materials, workmanship, f e e l i n g , and association. I n d i v i d u a l l y , each building 
does not exhibit outstanding ar c h i t e c t u r a l q u a l i t i e s , although there are some 
exceptions. Nonetheless, as a group, they are h i s t o r i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t as a 
coherent r e f l e c t i o n of the Centre's development, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the 19th century. 
The d i s t r i c t i s distinguished as a central location of mercantile, eccl e s i a s t i c a l , 
c i v i c , and professional service a c t i v i t i e s , and for i t s association w i t h the 
men and events responsible for i t s growth and character. I t meets c r i t e r i a A, 
B, and C of the National Register of Historic Places. 

The present town of Acton i s derived from lands granted to a Mr. Wheeler by the 
Massachusetts General Court i n 1643 and called "New Vi l l a g e " or "Concord Village." 
Settlement of the area began i n the 1680s and i t remained part of Concord u n t i l 
July 14, 1735, when Acton was established as a separate town. 

A regional pattern of European inland a g r i c u l t u r a l expansion resulted i n a dispersed 
a g r i c u l t u r a l settlement i n Acton by the early 18th century. Located i n the center 
of t h i s new community, Acton Centre became the focus of governmental and religious 
a c t i v i t i e s ; the economic center developed at South Acton where water power, lacking 
in Acton Centre, was available to propel g r i s t and saw m i l l s and l a t e r , larger 
i n d u s t r i a l concerns. 

Throughout the 18th century settlement around the Common was sparse, composed 
of three or four dwellings associated with large farms which abutted the o r i g i n a l 
Common. Adjacent to the Common was the Brooks Tavern, b u i l t about 1760. I t 
operated as a tavern and store from 1770 to 1807 and occasionally served as a 
meeting place for the Acton Selectmen during the Revolutionary period (Site #23). 
The building burned i n 1873; archaeological remains associated with the Tavern 
may exist at the s i t e . 

On A p r i l 19, 1775, Acton's Minute Company responded promptly to the B r i t i s h challenge 
i n the neighboring town of Concord. Their l i n e of march included a section of 
Minute Man Road, now discontinued, which ran behind the buildings north of the 
present Common. Captain Isaac Davis of Acton, the Company's leader, was the 
f i r s t Colonial o f f i c e r to f a l l at the Concord f i g h t . Members of the Company 
included Francis Barker, drummer (#39), Abner Hosmer, private (#1), James Hayward, 
private (#1), and James Dudley (#20). 

*'T 

A single pre-Revolutionary War structure s t i l l stands i n the d i s t r i c t : 84 Nagog 
H i l l Road (#20, Photo 18), a large, handsome Georgian building begun ca. 1741, 

— ^ (Continued) 
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Verbal boundary desc r ip t i on and j us t i f i ca t i on 

The d i s t r i c t comprises Acton Common and the p r o p e r t i e s cont iguous to i t on the 
n o r t h , west , and south s ides . S p e c i f i c a l l y : Beginning a t Main S t ree t a t the 
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altered to i t s present form i n 1792. Two buildings constructed shortly before 1800 
- 455 Main Street, 1799 (#39, Photo 2), and the Central D i s t r i c t School, 1798 
(#24, Photo 7) were substantially modified i n the mid 19th century. 

Acton Centre achieved i t s major period of significance i n the f i r s t half of the 
19th century. While the surrounding environs remained essentially r u r a l and 
agrarian, the needs of an increasing population i n the town fostered an upsurge 
of new construction and the establishment of a wide variety of economic a c t i v i t i e s 
around the Common. Construction of the Fitchburg Railroad in 1844 gave i n d u s t r i a l 
impetus to South and West Acton, but bypassed Acton Centre, further impeding 
any chance of major i n d u s t r i a l a c t i v i t y there. Commerce, professional services, 
workshop industries, and farming constituted the basis of Acton Centre's economy 
in these years. Operating or practicing i n the d i s t r i c t during the 19th century 
were at least two blacksmiths: Jonas Blodget (#39) and John White (#2), who 
may have worked at Jones' blacksmith shop (Site #35); physicians: Dr. Peter 
Goodnow (#7 ) , Dr. Paul C. Kittredge <*iO), Dr. Charles B. Sanders (#4), and Dr. 
Harris Cowdry (#17); one attorney: Samuel Jones, Esq. (#29, #34, #35, #38); 
merchants: Stephen Weston (#27, #28), Francis T u t t l e , Esq. (#25, #26), Joseph 
W. Tuttle (#13), William R. Lothrop (also a t a i l o r ) (#3, #13, #15), Jonah B. 
Stratton and Alpheus Witt (liquor) (#30), Smauel Despeaux ( t a i l o r (#4), Jocob 
Hooker ( t a i l o r ) (#20), and Moses Taylor (also a carpenter) (#20, #36); three 
farmers: Cyrus Dole and John E. Cutter (#29), Horatio H. Stearns (#22); 
one shoe manufacturer: John Fletcher (#18, #31); two shoemakers: Henry A. King 
(#4) and Samuel Chaffin (#5); and one mast hoop maker: Cyrus Hosmer (#3). 

A surge i n the village's development was signalled i n 1806 by the town's decision 
to bu i l d the Second Meeting House, and by the interests of several prominent 
citizens i n creating a true town center. To achieve the l a t t e r goal, Samuel 
Jones, Esq., with his brother Rev. James Jones, and a f r i e n d , Samuel Law acting 
as partners, bought most of the farms and l o t s i n the v i c i n i t y and began extensive 
real estate operations. Their endeavors included laying out house l o t s for sale; 
the construction of a hotel (Site #37), several houses (#28, #29, #34) and commercial 
buildings (#38, Site #35) around the common; and construction of a new road. 
Wood Lane, to provide a more direct l i n k w ith the Union Turnpike (now Route 2) 
a mile south. In addition, Samuel Jones donated a major portion of the present 
Common to the town and encouraged the town to purchase peripheral parcels to 
connect his g i f t w ith the o r i g i n a l Common. 

The houses b u i l t by these men are a l l substantial buildings, exhibiting limited 
high style elements, yet r e f l e c t i n g the status of th e i r owners i n t h i s r u r a l 
community. 

With the outbreak of the War of 1812 and the f a i l u r e of Samuel Jones' fortune, 
the building boom i n the d i s t r i c t slowed, but resumed i n the 1830s, 1840s and 
1850s, fueled by the interests of yet another group of eminent citi z e n s . 

(Continued) 
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In the 1820s the introduction of Unitarian ideas into t h i s Orthodox Congregationalist 
F i r s t Parish s p l i t the church into two vociferous factions and forced the resignation 
of Rev. Marshall Shedd (#20). The conservative members or "Vestry" eventually 
seceded from the F i r s t Parish, established the Evangelical Church, and erected 
the Chapel (#16, Photos 12, 13) i n 1829. They worshipped there u n t i l 1833 when 
the Church (#32, Photo 4) was b u i l t to accomodate a growing membership. After 
the dissolution of the F i r s t Parish i n 1859, the Evangelical Society was the 
only church i n the Centre; i n 1910 i t was incorporated as the Evangelical Con­
gregational Church. 

Two early ministers of the Evangelical Church are s t i l l remembered for their 
impact on the town: Rev. James T. Woodbury (1832-1852)^a f o r c e f u l outspoken 
preacher who was also the e a r l i e s t systematic collector of t r a d i t i o n s , facts 
and r e l i c s r e l a t i n g to Acton's Revolutionary period history; and Rev. Franklin 
P. Wood (1871-1884), respected for his straightforward, honest s t y l e , and also 
interested i n the town's history. 

A movement to grade and landscape the Common was i n i t i a t e d i n the 1830s by Dr. 
Harris Cowdry (b.1803-d.1875; #17), Acton's most successful and respected 19th 
century physician. With the support of two other prominent c i t i z e n s , Francis 
Tu t t l e , Esq. (#25, #26) and Deacon John Fletcher (#18) and the community, the 
project was accomplished i n the summer of 1840. Rock maples and other ornamental 
trees were brought from surrounding farms and planted i n rows the length of 
the Common. 

Just as the o r i g i n a l Common has Revolutionary associations, the part of the 
present Common i n front of the Second Meeting House-Town Hall was the scene 
of two m i l i t i a musters in the 19th century. In 1814, the Davis Blues (Silas 
Jones, Captain; #2) assembled i n the Meeting House to be given Rev. Adams' blessing 
before marching to help defend Boston. On the cold morning of A p r i l 16, 1861, 
the Davis Guards (Daniel T u t t l e , Captain) mustered here to respond to the i r 
orders to report to Baltimore following the taking of Fort Simiter and declaration 
of C i v i l War. In both instances, the Acton companies were the f i r s t on the 
scene at the posts designated for t h e i r Regiments, as Captain Davis' company 
had been in 1775. 

The Fletcher family were important members of the Acton community, active i n 
m i l i t a r y , r e l i g i o u s , commercial, and manufacturing a f f a i r s . In 1815, John Fletcher 
(#18) established a boot and shoe manufacturing factory at the southwest corner 
of the Common, the only 19th century industry i n the v i l l a g e designed to serve 
more than local needs. The firm operated u n t i l the end of the 19th century 
and was noted for i t s excellent workmanship and honesty. In addition to his 
manufacturing and commercial interests, John Fletcher was an early captain of 
the Davis Blues and clerk of that company when i t marched to Boston i n the War 
of 1812; he was an advocate of anti-slavery; his ardent support of the temperance 
movement twice cost him the loss of his valuable orchard of f r u i t trees; and 
he was a Deacon of the Evangelical Church from 1839 to 1879. 

(Continued) 
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His brother. Rev. James Fletcher, a minister i n the Evangelical Church, lived at 

20 Concord Road (#33) from 1888 to 1893. He had previously had a distinguished career 
in education at Danvers, Lawrence Academy i n Groton, Connecticut, and Burr and 
Barton Seminary in Vermont; he also compiled a l o c a l h i s tory, Acton i n History 
i n 1890. 

Members of the Tuttle family were involved i n real estate development and trade 
in the mid century; they were responsible for the building of two modest cottages 
(#25 and #26) and the successful Centre Store (#13). 

The majority of houses b u i l t i n the mid 19th century were designed i n the Greek 
Revival s t y l e , with restrained d e t a i l and sidehall plans. I n f i l l construction 
occurred along Main Street and was also focussed along Newtown Road, Concord 
Road and Woodbury Lane at the western end of the d i s t r i c t . Residents of the 
d i s t r i c t , as formerly, were a mixture of merchants, shoemakers, blacksmiths, 
physicians, clergy, and farmers; apparently, on the basis of associations between 
various professions and types of housing, there existed no glaring s t r a t i f i c a t i o n 
between professionals and craftsmen. Reflecting the organic evolution of the 
d i s t r i c t ' s character, the majority of these houses, l i k e t h e i r predecessors, 
have undergone change over time (#3, #4, #5, #15, #17, #22, #25, and #26). 

By mid century the v i l l a g e had attained much of the character which s t i l l i d e n t i f i e s 
i t as a community focal point: a group of r e s i d e n t i a l , c i v i c , e c c l e s i a s t i c a l , 
and commercial buildings oriented toward a central green. 

In the l a t t e r half of the 19th century and throughout the 20th century, new 
construction diminished once more; a smattering of six vernacular domestic buildings 
were erected over an approximately 100 year period (#5, #6, #7, #8, #19, #23, 
and #36). Nonetheless, that Acton Centre continued to function as the commmity's 
heart i s undeniably mirrored i n the remodelling of the Evangelical Church (#32; 
1898); reconstruction of the Town Hall (#11; 1863); and erection of an architect 
designed Library (#12; 1889). B u i l t w i t h i n the last t h i r t y years, the Fire 
Station (#37; 1954), Library addition (#12; 1962) and one house (#19; 1978) 
were a l l designed with respect to the Centre's arc h i t e c t u r a l and h i s t o r i c a l 
heritage. 

A s i g n i f i c a n t 20th century event connected with the v i c i n i t y was the Acton Agri­
c u l t u r a l Fair, whose fame was statewide. I t was held each year from 1917 to 
1937 i n the large open f i e l d behind the Town Hall and Library and consisted 
of exhibits of prize produce and livestock, booths for sale of goods and band 
concerts. In 1941 the A g r i c u l t u r a l Association deeded t h e i r fairgrounds to 
the town, which reserved the part d i r e c t l y behind the Town Hall for the use 
of the Highway Department and made the remainder into a playground named for 
Clarence Goward, the second president of the Association. 

(Continued) 
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A systematic archaeological survey has not yet been conducted i n the d i s t r i c t . 
However, the current l e v e l of knowledge indicates a strong p o t e n t i a l for the 
presence of h i s t o r i c period subsurface s t r u c t u r a l remains and material culture 
in o r i g i n a l context. I d e n t i f i c a t i o n of the d i s t r i b u t i o n and types of archaeological 
resources present along w i t h an assessment of t h e i r i n t e g r i t y could provide 
a basis for formulating a range of research designs; possible topics for study 
include land use, settlement pattern, exchange, r u r a l lifeways - how and why 
they changed through time between the mid 18th and mid 20th centuries. 
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Shattuck, Lemmuel, History of Concord. Boston: Russell, Odiorne, and Co., 1835. 

Vogel, Susan M., "Hartwell and Richardson: An Introduction to Their Work," 
Journal of the Society of Architectural Historians, Vol. 32, No. 2 (May, 1973), 
pp.132-146. 
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on the west l i n e of that l o t about 170 feet, then running northeasterly across that 
l o t to the angle i n the westerly l i n e of the l o t at 459 and 461 Main Street, then 
running southeasterly on the southwesterly lines of that l o t , the town f i r e station 
l o t and l o t at 11 Wood Lane to Wood Lane and crossing Wood Lane southerly to the 
southerly l i n e of the l o t at 10 Wood Lane, then running northeasterly on that 
l i n e to Concord Road and i n the same di r e c t i o n crossing Concord Road to the east 
li n e of an old farm lane, then running north on said east l i n e to the southwest 
corner of the l o t at 491 Main Street, then running east on the south lines of 
that l o t and the l o t at 497 Main Street, then running north on the east l i n e of 
the last mentioned l o t to the south l i n e of the l o t at 503 Main Street, then running 
east on said south l i n e to and crossing Nagog H i l l Road, then running northeasterly 
across the l o t at 511 Main Street to the southernmost l i n e of the l o t at 517 Main 
Street and following that l i n e for about 120 feet, then running northerly across 
that l o t and crossing Main Street to the easterly l i n e of the Town's F i r s t Meeting 
House - Centre School House Lot, then running northwesterly on the easterly lines 
of said l o t and the l o t at 77 Nagog H i l l Road, then running westerly on the north 
li n e of the last mentioned l o t to Nagog H i l l Road, then crossing Nagog H i l l Road 
northerly to the northeasterly corner of the l o t at 84 Nagog H i l l Road, then running 
westerly on southernmost of the northern lines of that l o t to i t s angle and continuing 
i n the same direc t i o n to the west l i n e of that l o t , then running southerly on 
the west lines of that l o t and l o t s at 78 and 74 Nagog H i l l Road to the north 
li n e of an old discontinued road, then running westerly on said north l i n e across 
the l o t at 498 Main Street and i n the same direc t i o n on the north l i n e of the 
Town's Fair Ground - Goward Playground l o t to Woodbury Lane, then crossing Woodbury 
Lane southerly to the northeast corner of the l o t at 16 Woodbury Lane and rtmning 
westerly and southerly on the lines of that l o t to i t s southwest corner, then 
ruunning southwesterly on the northern l i n e of the l o t at 15 Newtown Road to Newtown 
Road, then crossing Newtown Road northwesterly to the northeasterly corner of 
the l o t at 14 Newtown Road and running westerly, southerly, and easterly on the 
lines of that l o t to the west l i n e of the l o t at 10 Newtown Road, then running 
southerly on the westerly lines of that l o t and the l o t at 6 Newtown Road to the 
northerly l i n e of the l o t at 460 Main Street, then running westerly and southerly 
on the northerly and westerly l i n e of that l o t to Main Street, then crossing Main 
Street southwesterly to the point f i r s t mentioned. 

Boundaries were selected to include the nucleated 19th century v i l l a g e center of 
Acton. Although dispersed period structures appear outside the boundaries, they 
are not included, due to r i s i n g concentrations of modern structures. 
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POST OFFICE BOX 389 

ACTON. MASSACHUSETTS 0 1 7 2 0 

^-•-CP.n./c-

' 198? 

November 12, I982 

Dear Madam: 

Please be informed that the Board of Directors of  

Acton H i s t o r i c a l Society, at i t s November 9» 1982, meeting,  

voted to wholeheartedly auftpxwri. the e f f o r t s of the Acton  

H i s t o r i c a l Commission i n seeking nomination of the Acton  

Centre H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t . 

The BoT,rd feels that such designation v y i l l be of value 

to the tovm i n i t s current status and to i t s p o s t e r i t y . 

We. look forward to favorable consideration of t h i s 

request. 

Sincerely yours, 

Dorothy'E. Williams, Secretary 



THE JONES & FAULKNER MILLS 
ESTABLISHED 1702 

IRON WORK FARM 
INACTOA\r.a 

P.O. Box 11 
Acton, Massachusetts 01720 

MAJOR SIMON WILLARD'S FARM— 
THE IRON WORK FARM—1660 
MILL CORNER—1735 
SOUTH ACTON—1845 

1654 

AN EDUCATIONAL, NON-PROFIT HISTORICAL CORPORATION CHARTERED 1964 
Ms. Valerie Talmage, Acting i x e c D i r . NoTember 17, 1982 
Massachusetts Historical Coimnlssion 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Mass. 02108 

Dear Ms, Talmage:-
We understand that the Acton Historical Commission 

is submitting to you a petition for the establishment of Acton Center 
as an historic d i s t r i c t under the National Register, please record 
our h^arty^aupport and endorsement of this project. 

The Iron Work Farm in Acton, Inc. has been active 
since 1964 in the preservation of two historic properties in another 
part of the town:- the Jones Tavern (ca 1732)and the Faulkner Home­
stead (ca 1707). The latter has been lis t e d in the Netional Register 
since December of 1971. 

The attractive center of the town, with i t s 
Revolutionary War Montiment on the Common, i t s nearby town h a l l , 
library and church and several notable examples of early residential 
architecture, i s surely most worthy of recognition by inclusion as 
an historic d i s t r i c t . 

Very truly yours, 

Hayward S. Houghton, President 



o^cton Gon^ze^atlonaC Gkuzek 
JUSTIN J. HARTMAN • MINISTER PAUL E. THOMAS • ASSOCIATE MINISTER 

BOX 8 ACTON. MASSACHUSETTS 01720 
TELEPHONES • OFFICE (617) 263-2728 MINISTERS 264-4993 

NUV .̂ -̂  I . : 2 
November 18, 1982 

IV1AS3. HiST. GOMIVL Ms. Valerie Talmadge 
Acton Executive Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
294 Washington St. 
Boston, Mass. 02108 

r. 

Dear Ms. Talmadge: 

As a resident of Acton Center f o r the past twenty one years, I was 

delighted to learn that a proposal has been submitted whereby t h i s area 

can be registered as an h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t . 

The houses, the Town H a l l , the Library and the church comprise a unique 

co l l e c t i o n of buildings that I f e e l should be preserved fo r a l l time. 

They maintain the atmosphere of a small New England community i n the 

heart of our town that gives a sense of continuity to a l l our ci t i z e n s . 

I believe i t i s good public policy to protect t h i s area from any incursion 

of either commerical development or new highways. 

I believe that citizens of Acton w i l l be most gr a t e f u l for any help 

you can give to help t h i s project become a r e a l i t y . 

['AW/. 
Justin J. Hartman 
Minister 



PLANNING BOARD • Town of Acton 

November 22, 1982 

Ms. Valerie Talmage 
Acting Executive Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts OI72O 

J i — / 

P 

Dear Ms. Talmage: 

We are aware of the Acton Historic Commission's submission of an 
application to designate an "Acton Centre Historic District". We 
are most pleased to advise you of our enthusiasjticL suppor.t for 
the nomination of the centre to the Nationai Register. Certainly, 
the area in question i s in5)ortant as an historical and cultural 
asset to the community, the Commonwealth, and the nation. But, 
perhaps even more important i s the community's expression of i t s 
commitment to preserve i t s past for the benefit of future 
generations. 

Also, we are not unaware of the magnitude of the volunteer effort 
required by the members of our Historic Commission to successfully 
achieve nomination and registration. We are very grateful to them 
for helping the community take this significant step forward. 

Sincerely, 

Norman Weare, 
Chairman 

Jti< 
Pamela H a r t i i ^ - B a r r a t , 

ice Chairman^ 

Dm vmcan Wood, 
Clerk 

Neal Grolnic, 
Member 

Sandra Bayne, 
Member 

AJD/rc 

14 FOREST RD.̂ D.P.W. BUILDING, ACTON, MASSACHUSETTS 01720 (617) 263-4448 



A. W A L T H E R 

2 0 WHITTIER DRIVE 

ACTON MA 01 7 2 0 

<61 7) 2 6 3 7 8 8 6 

December 4, 19^2 

_̂ v ̂ . ,;; J . -- ! J 
Acting Executive Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission L/-C'-^'inn 
29k Washington Street " ^ '982 
Boston, MA 02106 

MASS. HIST. COMM. 

Dear Ms. Talmage: 

The Board of Trustees of the Acton Memorial Library 
understands that the Acton H i s t o r i c a l Commission has 
submitted a p e t i t i o n to turn the center of the Town of 
Acton into a h i s t o r i c a l d i s t r i c t . In the board meeting 
of November 15» 19^2, the trustees have v o t e d t o endorse 
t h i s proposal. The l i b r a r y b u i l d i n g i s contained i n 
the area being considered; the trustees believe that 
i t w i l l be i n the in t e r e s t of the l i b r a r y , and indeed 
i n the i n t e r e s t of the entire town, that the character 
of the center of town with i t s many h i s t o r i c a l treasures 
be suitably protected. 

Sincerely yours, ' 

Adriaan^alther, secretary 
Board of Trustees, 
Acton Memorial Library. 

AW/egw 



J O H N H L O R I N G 
14TH M I D D L E S E X D I S T R I C T 

6 0 W I L L O W ST 
A C T O N MA 01 7 2 0 

T E L 2 6 3 - 4 4 5 3 

HOUSE OF REPRESETNTATIVES 
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^-•^ i 1982 

f . HiST. COMM. 

December 14, 1982 

Committees on 

Taxat ion 

Urban Affairs 

ROOM 2 3 7 STATE H O U S E 
T E L . 7 2 7 - 4 6 4 6 

Ms. Valerie Talmadge 
Acton Executive Director 
Massachusetts Historical Coimission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, MA 02108 

Dear Ite. Talmadge: 

I am very happy to sipport the proposal to make Acton Centre an 
historical d i s t r i c t . The CcSiTDn is a pleasant tree lined park, highlighted 
by the Revolutionary Monument to honor Captain Isaac Davis of Acton, the 
f i r s t o f f i c e r to f a l l i n the Revolution, and two of his privates. 
Designed by Charles E. Parker, the granite monument i s in the form of 
an obelisk on an arched Rjmanesque pedestal; a vault i n i t s base contains 
the remains of the three soliders and set into the sides of the earth 
mound on v^ich i t stands are the slate gravestones originally placed 
over their graves and the stepping stone from the causeway of the North 
Bridge i n Concord on v^ich Davis i s said to have fallen. Around the 
monurrent are deoonmissioned cannon and n^morials to participants i n 
later wars, and east of i t i s a granite watering trough on a mortered 
pebble base, b u i l t i n 1913. The inpact of thi s on vi s i t o r s is of a 
New England tcwn proud of i t s history and protective of i t s natural 
beauty. The Canmcn provides a welcone blend of serenity and tradition; 
v^ere the past i s preserved and the present better enjoyed. 

I can think of no greater g i f t to the future than to insure that 
the cCTimon i s given the status of an historic d i s t r i c t . My constituency 
w i l l be well served by your favorable action on this matter. 

Thank you for your thoughtful oonsideration of this proposal. 

yours 

'JOHN H. LORING 
State Representative 

JHLAam 



NANCY H BANKS 

T O W N M A N A G E R 

TOWN OF ACTON 
T O W N H A L L 

472 M A I N STREET 

ACTON, MASSACHUSETTS 01720 
TELEPHONE (617) 263-2761 

BOARD Of S t l f C l M E N 

GREGORY M lARBOE. C H A I R M A N 

P A M E I A P RESOR. Vtcf C H A I R M A N 

D O N A L D R GILBERT!. Cl fRu 

l O A N N GARDNER 

NANCY.C HOWE 

December 21, 1982 

Ms. Valerie Talmage 
Acting Executive Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
294 VJashington Street 
Boston, MA 02108 

Dear Ms. Talmage: 

The Acton Board of Selectmen support the designation of 

Acton Centre as a H i s t o r i c a l D i s t r i c t , and approve of the 

nomination of the Centre to the National Register of His t o r i c 

Places. An Acton Centre Hi s t o r i c D i s t r i c t l i s t e d on the 

National Register would be a d e f i n i t e asset to the Town. The 

Selectmen urge the Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission to act 

favorably on Acton's application at the Commission's January 

meeting. 

Very t r u l y yours. 

Nancy H. i5lnks 
Town Manaarer 

1580C 
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o^eton Gon^ze^ationaC Ghuzeh 
JUSTIN J. HARTMAN • MINISTER PAUL E. THOMAS • ASSOCIATE MINISTER 

BOX 8 ACTON, MASSACHUSETTS 01720 
TELEPHONES • OFFICE (617) 263-2728 MINISTERS 264-4993 

December 30, 1982 

Ms. Valerie Talmadge 
Acting Executive Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, MA 02108 

Dear Ms. Talmadge: 

On behalf of the Board of Trustees of the Acton Congregational Church 
I wish to express our support- for the creation of an Historic D i s t r i c t 
i n Acton Center as proposed by the Acton H i s t o r i c a l Commission. 

The Acton Congregational Church has j u s t celebrated i t s 150th birthday. 
As a part of our celebration we prepared a w r i t t e n history of the church. 
We are especially aware of the importance of preserving our building 
and the area that surrounds us here i n Acton Center. The beauty and 
character of the Center offers a valuable focus to t h i s community. 

Sincerely 

HarC)ld Potter 
Chairman, Board of Trustees 



i i i i i i m f I 
MASSACHUSETTS 

HISTORICAL 
COMMISSION 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
Office of the Secretary of State 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 
02108 
617-727-8470 

MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY 
Secretary of State 

February 4, 1983 

Ms. Carol S h u l l , Ch ie f 
N a t i o n a l Regis te r o f H i s t o r i c Places 
N a t i o n a l Park Service 
Department o f the I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

Dear Ms. S h u l l : 

Enclosed you w i l l f i n d the following nomination forms: 

j^^cton - Acton Center H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t (local) 
Cheshire - Hall's Tavern (lo c a l ) 
Essex - David Burnham House (national) 
Framingham - Concord Square Hi s t o r i c D i s t r i c t ( l o c a l ) 
Framingh am - Paul Cibbs House (loc a l ) 
Gardner - Garbose Building (local) 
Hopkinton - Hopkinton Supply Co. Building (l o c a l ) 
Marlborough - Temple Block (lo c a l ) 
Marlborough - Warren Block (lo c a l ) 
North Adams - Ch/E^h Street H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t ( l o c a l ) 
Weymouth - Fogg Building (l o c a l ) 
Winchester - Philemon Wright - Asa Locke Farm (loc a l ) 

A l l have been voted e l i g i b l e by the State Revievz Board and have 
been signed by the State H i s t o r i c Preservation Officer. Owners 
were n o t i f i e d of pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 
days before the meeting and were afforded the opnortunity to 
comment. Comments received to date are attached to the nomina­
t i o n forms. 

Sincerely, 

Candace Jenkins 
Registration Director 

CJ/lk 
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