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1. Name of Property
higoric name Eldredge Public Library

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number. 564 Main Street JAIB not for publication
dity or town. Chatham JYH vicinity

dae Massachusetts code MA county Barnstable code 001  zip codeQ2M3

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this S| nomination

* request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties In the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
H meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

« nationally D statewide B locally. { « See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Sgeured aatifying dfidan’ile Judith B. \aDomeug™® Executive Director
Massachusetts Historical Cornniission. State Historic Preservatinn nffirpr
State of Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property = meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (*+ See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. Nationa Park Service Certification ‘ | nt ef od | r] tbm _
hereby c~fy that the property Is: Signature of the Keener® A A A AM AT Bewl|»tW Date of Action
Bentered in the National Register.
* See continuation sheet.

* determined eligible for the
National Register
* See continuation sheet.
e determined not eligible for the
National Register.
D removed from the National
Register.

« other, (explain:)
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Nare o Propaty
5. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)

e private I building(s)

El public-local Il « (district

e public-State . e site

e public-Federal e structure

e oObject

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from Instructions)

EDUCATION library

Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

LATE VI CTCRI AN Rormanesque Revi val

Narrative Description

Barnstable County, Massachusetts
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 buildings
sites
structures
objects
0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from Instructions)

EDUCATION library

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

Quincy Cranite

foundation

walls Red Brick

roof. Slate

other. Brownstone trim

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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DESCR PTKM

The Eldredge Public Library was built tothe designs of Fall River architect
Albion M Marble 1 n18%. It I safinely detailed exanple of the Romanesque
Revival style whose nmassing and materials |end presence toa relatively
smal|-scale building. The library remains onitsoriginal site inthe tow's
commercial/institutional center, andretains itsoriginal granite foundation,
red brick walls, brownstone trim and slate roof with terra cottacresting.
Wndows retain original 1/1 sash i n an unusual configurationthat includes a
smal| pane over a larger pane. |t also continues todisplay the high quality
of original workmanship, and retain all of itslnportant design features
including asjrmmetrical massing, cross gables, projectingbays, entry recessed
within a massive round arched opening, banks of w ndows sone of which contain
stained glass, and eyebrow dorners, as well as Interior fittings Iike
quartered oak wainscotting, original shelving, and a nassive carved oak
fireplace inthe reading room The library is currently being enlarged
reconstructing a 1968 rear wing and addi ng another wing behind it. The new
design i s inspired by the scale, materials, and design features of the
original building, and does not dimnish theinportant aspects of the
building's integrity.

The library is located on the northeast side of Main Street |nChathams
central business district. 1tispart of asmall institutional cluster that
includes t he Town Hal | (1830s with additions) and the Methodist Church (1849)
on the opposite of the street. The area i s generally characterized by
smal | -scal e, wood-frane and nasonry structures dating from the early 19th
century through the present. The library plays a key role in defining the
character of this area.

The library occupies a promnent elevated | ot at the northeast corner of Min
Street and Library Lane and i s set off by a granite retaining wall on those
sides. Itisfronted by a broad lawn with a sem circular pathway that |eads
from Main Street tothe nmain entrance. The lawn is planted with mature trees,
and features t he 1924 Pioneers of Chathamnonunent at itscenter. The side
lawns arenarrow, while therear of thel ot is nowtaken up by the new w ng.
The primary view from Main Street continues toreveal only theoriginal
portion of thelibrary building.

The original library isbuilt ona rectangular plan, andrises 1 and 1/2
stories froman irregular granite block foundation toa slate gable roof with
eyebrow dorners, terra cotta cresting, and raised parapet endwalls. Chi meys
rise off center on the rear roof slope, and along thesoutheast elevation. | t
is constructed of Wst Bamstable redbrick with fine tinted nortar joints.

I't is trimred with Longneadow brownstone including a raised watertable,

bel tcourses linking windowsills and heads, quoins, entry and w ndow surrounds
and parapet coping. The foundation is dark gray Quincy granite.

(continued)
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The asjrnmetrical southwest facade is centered on a projecting cross gable with
a three-sided conical-roofed bay tothe left, and the main entry to the
right. The bay contains 1/1 windows with transoms on each of itsthree faces;
it is enclosed by a copper roof whose cornice displays egg and dart ol ding.
The double-leaf, glazed and paneled entry is recessed within a large

round- arched opening trimred with radiating brownstone voussolrs. The entry
is approached fromthe circular path by a three step terrace and a flight of
eight stairs fashioned fromNorth River stone. A paired w ndowwith transons
is located in the gable field above. To the right of the cross gable is a
large three-part windowwith transons that |ights the reading room To the
left aretwo paired w ndows set near the cornice. Two small narrow w ndows
are |located below. The basenent story contains two small two-pane w ndows on
the left side and one on the right.

The northwest elevation, facing Library Lane, features large three-part

wi ndows at both the first and attic stories. They are separated by a panel
decorated with burnt headers laid in a diaper-pattern. The attic story

wi ndows ar e headed by transons.

The southeast elevation is centered on an exposed chimey stack that flares
out at the cornice level, andis trimred with brownstone quoins. At the first
story i tis framed by paired wi ndows with transoms and brownstone surrounds.
Smal | er single windows with transoms flank t hechimey at the second story.

The southeastern half of the rear elevation is obscured by a wing that was
added in 1968, and rebuilt in nore conpatible style in 1991-1992 (see bel ow).
The interior frames of thetriple windows that originally existed here remain
in place with a blank wall behind them The stained glass w ndow that was
centered onthis elevation also remains in place. The north western half

di splays two paired w ndows set near the cornice with two small narrow w ndow
centered beneath.

The addition consists of therebuilt 1968 wing and an entirely new cross-gable
section that carefully echoes t hescale and massing of the original building.
Materials were also selected tomatch the original including redbrick facing
with fine tinted nortar joints and brownstone trim and slate roof with copper
trim New is distinguished fromold by elimnation of the granite foundation
and terra cotta cresting, by simplificationof trimprofiles, andby
repetition of the burnt header diaper pattern in nodern blue enanel ed brick.
Wndows retain the original unequally sized 1/1 sash configuration; the motif
of small narrow w ndows i s also repeated in exaggerated fashion.

The rebuilt wing rises 1 and /2 stories toa slate gable roof. The southeast
el evation is set back slightly fromthe plane of theoriginal t odistinguish
old and new sections. That elevation displays four evenly spaced w ndows.

The asymmetrical northwest elevation contains the entrance which is astylized
version of the original. [t is set in agabled cross pavilion, and recessed

(continued)
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within a massive round-arched opening trinmed with brownstone voussolrs.
Smal | narrow wi ndows frame t heentrance pavilion with another i nthe gable
above.

The newwing i s a rectangular plan structure that rises two stories toa slate
gable roof with paneled chimey rising through thesouthwest slope. Likethe
original building, i tistrinmmed with brownstone beltcourses connecting w ndow
sills and heads, but t hequoins arereplaced by sinple corner pieces. The

mai n northwest facade, facing Library Lane, features a three-sided
conical-roofed bay totheleft and a three-part windowt otheright. The bay
echoes el ements of theoriginal building i nitsform w ndows, copper eggand
dart cornice, and use of a diaper pattern panel, this time executive i nblue
enanel brick headers. A paired windowwith transoms i slocated i nthe gable.
A single narrow wi ndow, projecting on a brownstone bracket, i sfound to the
right.

The asymmetrical northeast elevationi sfocused on an offset cross-gable
pavilion that contains three-part windows at both stories; with transons added
at theupper story. This element i sframed by small narrow w ndows at both
stories. Paired windows at both stories arelocated northeast of the
cross-pavilion.

The rear southeast elevationis centered on a slightly projecting bay whose
form and placement echo t hechimey stack on theoriginal building. I ts
substantially greater width, four small narrow wi ndows at t hesecond story,
and copper hood which termnates at thecornice level, proclaimits
modernity. Single narrow wi ndows frame t hebay at both stories.

The following detailed descriptionof theEldredge Public Library appearedi n
the Ninth Report of theFree Public Library Conmission of Massachusettsi n
1899. It i sespeciallyvaluable for itsdescriptionof thefine Interior
features, al | of which remain today.

The town of Chat ham possesses one of t henost beautiful library buildings
of itssize i ntheState, containing a fine selectionof volunmes f or
circulation and a very conplete reference library...

The building, which cost $40,000, i sconveniently |ocated on Main Street
and stands i nthecentre of a large lot, forty feet from thestreet. The
wal k up thegentle rise i scircular i nformand i slaid i ngranolithic
stone, starting fromeither end of thestreet line.

The architectureof thebuilding, which i ssixty-seven by thirty-four
feet, and one story high, i safter themodified Renai ssance style, severe
rather than ornate. | ti shbuilt of redbrick, with Longmeadow stone
trimm ngs, and foundations of dark Quincy granite. The roof i s covered
with green slate, with redterra-cotta ridges, and t hecornices, bay

wi ndow, roof and conductors are of copper.

(continued)
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The visitor arrives at the wide arched entrance and | oggi a by a short
flight of North River stone. Fromthe |oggia, which is four and one-half
by eleven feet. Is another step tothe vestibule onthe main floor. This
is of thesane size as theloggia. The floor islaid inltalian marble
mosai ¢ and the wal ls are of white enanelled brick, with trimmngs of

I ndiana |inmestone. The vestibule doors and the wi ndows on either side
have |ights of clear glass set i n bronze bars. The ceilings of bothare
of quartered oak with richly carved panels and cornices. Set in the wall
on the left of the vestibule i s a handsone tablet of bronze metal, bearing
the following inscription: HIOREDGELIBRARY. A D NBE3OO/

Leading from the vestibule isthe entrance hall, twelve by twenty feet.
This i s lighted at the end opposite t ot he entrance by two handsorne
stained glass w ndows, i nwhich appear solid medallion fac-simlles of the
marks of twoearlier Italian bookmakers, L. Gvnta and Al dvs.

To theright of the hall i s thereading-room eighteen by thirty feet and
sixteen and one-half feet high. The wi de entrance has sliding glass
doors, over which is anarch containinglights of clear glass, set in
bronze bars of Grecian pattern. The nmassive oak mantel inthis roomi s
one of the gens of theinterior decorations, the carving out of thesolid
wood having cost hundreds of dollars. At theleft of the entrance halli s
the delivery space twelve by twelve feet, and |eading fromthis is the
reference room eleven by fifteen feet, having a capacity for 550

vol umes. The stack room beyond the delivery room is finished afterthe
alcove system [tistwostories high, with four large alcoves in each
story, agallery connecting thetwo sides, and has an estimted capacity
for 12,000 volunes. The interior of thebuilding is wainscotted nine feet
high i nquartered oak. Above the wood work the walls aretinted a grayish
green. | nthe ceilings the oak beans and cornices areexposed, and t he
plaster panels between areof arich creamtint. The floors are of
quartered oak, nade t oorder from special design.

Every attention has been given t osecuring good |ight and perfect
ventilation. The | arge chandeliers were made for the library, and are
handsone and appropriate. The facilities for heating with hot air are of
the best.

Archaeol ogi cal Description

Wile no prehistoric sites arecurrently recorded on the property, it is
possible that sites arepresent. Fourteen sites arerecorded within onemle
of thelibrary indicating sites arepresent inthe local area. | n general,
however the potential for recovering prehistoric sites i s |owbecause of the
parcel's poor locational criteria, particularly its distance from water of
over 300 meters. The size of the parcel (.5 acre) and related library
construction onit also supports this conclusion. The potential for

(continued)
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8. Satement of Sgnificance
Applicable National Regiser Criteria

(Mark "“x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Propaty is associated with events that have mede
a dgnificant contribution to the broad patterns of
our higory.

+ B Propaty is assodiated with the lives of persons
sgnificant in our past.

H C Propaty embodies the didtinctive characterigtics
o atype period, or method of congtruction or
represents the work of a medter, or possesses
high artigic vaues, or represents a dggnificant and
diginguishable entity whose components lad<
individud digtinction.

+ D Propeaty hes yidded, or is lildy to yidd,
information important in prehigory or higtory.

Criteria Condderations

(Mark "x" In all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

+ A ownad by a rdigious inditution or used for
rigious purposes.
B removed from its origind location.

+ C a birthplace or grave.

« Da cameay.

+ E arecondructed building, object, or structure.
+ Fa commemoraive property.

+ G lessthan 50 years of ege or achieved dgnificance
within the pagt 50 years.

Narrative Satement of Significance

(Explain the significance ot the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Wga Bibliographical References
Bibliography

Barnstable County, Massachusetts

County and State

Areas o Significance
(Enter categories from ingdructions)
ARCHITECTURE

ED

UCATION

Period of Significance

Sgnificant Dates
1896

Significant Person

(Complete If Criterion B Is marked above)

N/A

Cultura Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder
Marbl e, Albion M

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Primary location of additional data:

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

+ preiminary determination of individud liging (36
CFR 67) has been requested

+ previoudy liged inthe Nationd Regider

+ previoudy determined digible by the Nationd
Regiger

¢ designated a Nationd Higtoric Landmark

+ recorded by Higtoric American Buildings Survey
#

+ recorded by Higtoric American Engineering
Record #

B

e e g °* o

State Higoric Presarvation Office
Othar State agency

Federd agency

Locd government

Univerdty

Other

Name o repodtory:
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

El

dredge Public Library



Eldredge Public Library Barnstable County, Massachusetts
Nared Propaty County and Site

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property 5 acre (1/2 acre)

UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1 UiU |4]2]0] 1/8|0] 14|6] 1/~ 6|li d P 3L
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
20 10rrrrrrrrrreNrrninl 4 L7 J oL JoL

e See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

Candace Jenkins, Preservation Consultant for the Chatham Historical Commission
nameftitte with Betsy Friedberg, MHC National Register Director

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date March 1992
Sred & numbe 80 Boylston Street telephone (617) 727-8470
city or town Boston dae MA Zp code 02116

Additional Documentation
Submit the following Items with the completed form:

Continuation Shedets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 rninute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sicetch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative b\ack and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

Town of Chatham

name.
street & number 749 Main Street tdephone  (508) 945-2100
dty ortomn__ Chatham dae MA Zip code 02633

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit In accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 ef seqi.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
Instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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significant historic period survivalsis also | owbecause of library
construction, the small size of the parcel and, because historic |and use
whi ch predates library constructions has not been identified onthe parcel.

(end)

STATEMENT G- S| G\ FI CANCE

The Eldredge Public Library of 1896 possesses integrity of |ocation, design,
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, andassociations. |t was donatedt o
the town by native sonandwealthy Portsnouth, New Hanpshire brewer, Marcellus
El dredge t o inprove educational opportunities. Eldredge's gift brought
Chathaminto step with t hescores of other communities that were recognizing
the inportance of books and abstract know edge through the construction of
libraries at thetumof-the-century. The newbuilding, designed by Fall

River architect Alhion M Marble, isafinely crafted exanple of the
Romanesque Revival style that was so popular for libraries of that period.
Soon after conpletion, the Massachusetts Public Library Comm ssion described
the El dredge Public Library as "oneof the nost beautiful library buildings of
its size inthe State" (9th Annual Report, 1899:72). Thus, the El dredge
Public Library meets criteria A and Cof the National Register of Historic
Places, andi s significant onthe local |evel.

The late 19th andearly 20th centuries were a period of econom c and

popul ation decline for Gath«dm andthe El dredge Public Library i s wthout
question the most inportant public buildingconstructed during that period.
Furthermore, i tis the only fully devel oped exanpl e of the Romanesque Revival
style in Chatham anis one of t hefinest exanples of that style in Barnstable
County. The Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion regional study of Cape God
and thelslands notes that three regional towns constructed libraries in the
1860s and 1870s incl uding Brewster (1868; Stick Style), Yarmouth (1870), and
Oleans (1877; Tudor Revival). The ChathamlLibrary was part of a second wave
of library construction that occurred in the 1890s, andal so included Dennis
(1895), Vest Fal nouth (1895-96; Shingle Style; Stephen Earle), Eastham (1897),
and Bourne (1897; Colonial Revival) (MHC 1987:221-222). The El dredge Public
Library has served as thetown's main [ibrary since itsopening onJuly 11,
1896. According tothe terms of i tsoriginal charter, i tisrequiredto
remain a library inperpetuity.

In the 1890s Chathamwas a smal|l renote fishing andfarmng village on Cape
(Qod, a region of Massachusetts whose econony had faltered inthe md 19th
century along with the various maritinme enterprises that nade up it sbase.
Chat ham's popul ation dropped from a high of 2,710in 1860 t o approxi mtely
1,800 i n 1896, a year when a total of $15,384.88 i n taxes was collected (Ives,
1991:1/2). At that time, twosmall one-roomlibraries existed i n Chatham
(he was the PilgrimLibrary of 1875in South Chatham The other was t he

(continued)
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Chat ham Public Library and Readi ng Roomwhich had been founded i n 1887 as an
informal library associationfor ChathamVillage (lves, 1991:1/4-5). Thus,
when Marcel lus Eldredge offered to construct a library for the town, his gift
was nost wel cone.

Marcel | us El dredge was born i n Chatham on Novenber 24, 1838, lived in the
house at 135 Main Street, andattended public school there. Uoon conpletion
of his education at age 14, Marcellus noved to Portsnouth, New Hanpshire,

where he served as aclerk inhis father'sgrain business. |n 188 he becane
a clerk at M Fisher and Gonpany, a small brewery, andsoon thereafter was
appoi nted general manager. |n 1870, Fisher sold the conpany to Marcellusand

his father Heman. Wth Marcellus as president andtreasurer, the Eldredge
Brewi ng Gonpany expanded t o becone the second |argest brewery i n New Engl and.
During this period, Marcellus was al so active politically serving as both New
Hanpshire State Senator, and Mayor of Portsmouth. In 1891, he sold the
conpany to hi s younger brother Henan Fisher Eldredge (lves, 1991:1/5-6).

Marcel lus did not forget his native town of Chatham andrenained invol ved
there as one of the largest stockholders of the ChathamRailroad GConpany, as a
maj or donor to the Chat ham Met hodi st Church, and as the owner of alarge
estate onVatch Hill overlooking the harbor. Perhaps persuaded by his nieces
wio were avid supporters of the ChathamPublic Library and Readi ng Room

Marcel | us decided to benefit his birthplace through donation of an up-to-date
library (lves, 1991:1/6). He bought the existing library | ot from Daniel W
Ni ckerson onApril 18, 1895 for $1,000 (Barnstable County Deeds:216/358), and
selected Alhion M Marble, alittle known architect from Fall River to design
the building. Marble nay have been recommended by George Rankin, the Fall
River librarian who advised Eldredge onthe original selection of books for

the library. Theonly other building currently attributed to Marble inthe
statewi de inventoryis the Bristol County Registry of Deeds i n Taunton. Wth
a capacity of 12,000 vol urmes, the building took oneyear to conplete at a cost
of over $30,000. | twas incorporated by Chapter 491 of the Acts of 1896
(lves, 1991:1/10-11).

Uoon compl etion of the newlibrary, dedication cerenonies were held onJuly 4,
1896.  Speaking at that event, Eldredge explained the reason for his gift.

Until within a few years, the opportunities for reading afforded the
children who grew up here with ne andthose of you nowof mature years,
were not only limted but alnost wholly wanting.

Books of interest andinstruction were but [ittle circulated i n our
country towns, and we hadbut little opportunityto read the literature of
the time or of the past, or to learn what was going oninthe great world
about us.

(continued)
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Ad so, deeply realizing, fromny ow experience, the great msfortune |t
is to the childrenand youth not to have proper facilities for reading and
| earning the history of the past and the events of the present, | have
felt that | could do no greater service to ny native town and the nany
friends | have here, than by establishingthis library to aid inbringing
into our mdst the neans for education and know edge which were denied to
ne and nany of you in the years gone by.

(Chat ham Moni tor; 7/ 14/ 96)

The library formally opened to the public on July 11, 1896 and Marcellus
conveyed the land and buildingto the El dredge Public Library Corporation for
$1 on August 1, 1896.  Shortly thereafter, an endowrent for the new library
was established by transferring the assets of the ChathamPublic Library and
Readi ng Roomwhi ch included the $9000 |saac Lovel and Fund, and the unexpended
bal ance of that year's town appropriation. Additionally, Marcellus and his
brother H Fisher each donated $2,500 worth of 4% government bonds to create
the Eldredge Fund. The library charter also allowed the town to appropriate
$1 for each taxable poll for operating expenses. The five Incorporators
appointed thenselves as the Board of Directors with Marcellus Eldredge as
president and treasurer, and his brother H Fisher Eldredge as vice-president
(lves, 1991:2/2-5).

Rul es and regul ations adopted at the first board neeting allowed borrow ng
privileges to any resident over 14 years of age wo had been issued a
borrowing card, restricted borrowing to one book at a time for a period of
fourteen days, established a fine of tw cents per day for late books and a
repl acement systemfor |ost books, excluded reference and rare books from
borrowing, and required patrons to "denean thenselves quietly" (Mnutes of the
Board of Director, 7/11/1896).

The library opened with a collection of over 2,000 books including the forner
hol dings of the ChathamPublic Library and Reading Room a |arge nunber of
reference books donated by Ms. Eldredge, and a miscellaneous collection given
by H Fisher Eldredge. The first year's circulation, from July 11, 189 to
July 11, 1897, was an inpressive 11,738 books. In additionto books, fifteen
periodicals were also available. These included Harper's Magazine, Christian
Leader, Cosmopolitan, Youth's Conpanion, and Massachusetts Pl oughman as wel |
as the local ChathamMonitor. The first librarian was Marcellus' niece Mary
E Byramof Wellington (Medford), My who served until just after her uncle's
untimely death on March 12, 1898 (Ilves, 1991:2/5-11).

Marcel lus left $20,000 to the library to be invested as a permanent fund known
as the Eldredge Legacy (Ives, 1991:2-12). Hs cousin, Richard B Harding of
Canbridge was elected to fill his place as an Incorporator and Director, while
his brother H Fisher was elected as the new president and treasurer.

Marcel lus' death left a void in the |eadership, however, which his brother was
unable to fulfil as a distant resident of Portsmouth, New Hanpshire, and busy

(continued)
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proprietor of the Eldredge Brewing Gonpany. H Fisher finally submtted a
letter of resignationto the Board on Septenber 13, 1899. Richard Harding
succeeded him as president and treasurer. During that year, with a budget of
$805. 83, the nunber of volumes inthe [ibrary increased to 3,382, while
circulation decreased somewhat to 8,492 (lves, 1991:3/1,7,9,13).

Little changed at the library until 1909, when newy appointed |ibrarian
George H Adans, suggested several changes includingthe trial institution of
an open shelf system the use of date slips and stanps for keeping better
track of books, culling out of worthless books, and restricted circulation of
sone books. The open shelf system stamping, and discretionin the
circulation of sone books was approved by the Board of Directors. The Board
al so decided to look into changing the coal furnace to a gas-fired steam
heating system In 1910 it was noted that a hot water heating systemand an
acetylene gas lighting systemhad been installed. In that year the town
popul ation declined to 1,564 while the library collection grewto 5,200
volumes, with a circulation of 9,500 (Ives 1991: 5/3-7).

Edna Mary Hardy was appointed as the fifth librarian in 1911. Like her
predecessors, she lacked formal training, but she differed inthe longevity of
her service. Despite her near deafness. Mss Hardy remained as the head
librarian for forty-threeyears until her retirement at age 70 in 1953 (Ives,
1991, 6/1-2). A open house was held at that time to honor her devotion and
service. During her tenure several inprovenent were nade to the building,
including installation of electricity in 1917. The library collection also
continued to grow, through both purchase and gift from 5510 volunes in 1911
to 12,300 in 1953. Circulationrose fromto 14,042 in 1922, to 18,172 in
1930, to 16,020 i n 1940, and to 20,980 by 1953. In 1933 i twas noted that
circulation dropped during the sunmer nonths because there were fewer sunmer
visitors, and fewer hotel enployees (Eldredge Public Library files).

In 1967, over 400 new cards were Issued to year round residents, with an ;
additional 700 to surmer visitors, while circulation reached 33,313. Finally,
in 1968, a rear wing was constructed that added 1,625 square feet of space,
and increased capacity from the originally 12,000 vol unes to 20,658. The
interior frames of w ndows covered by the addition renained in place. The
wing was designed by the firm of Alger and Gunn of Hyannis at a cost of
$80,000. The interior was painted pale blue-green with wood fixtures of a
special |ight-grainedoak. The rug was a light nmottled green while the
librarian's desk was |ight-grainedoak with a white mottled gold top. A nore
efficient heating systemwas installed at the sane time. Additionally, the
ivy that had covered the buildingsince the 1910, was renoved. (Eldredge
Library files).

In 1989 Chathamreceived a grant from the Massachusetts Board of Library
Conmi ssioners to enlarge the El dredge Public Library from a capacity of
approxi mtely 25,000 vol unes to 50,000. The architectural firmof A Anthony

(continued)
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Tappe and Associates of Boston was selected to design an addition that woul d
conpl enent the original structure. The plans for the new additionand the
reconstruction of the 1968 addition, were reviewed and approved by the
Massachusetts Historical Conmssion in 1988  Construction began in 1991 and
is scheduled for completion inthe spring of 1992. At the sane time, the old
bui I ding was cleaned according to preservation standards.

Despite the additions to the library inrecent years, through synpathetic
design and use of simlar materials, i tis believed the additions do not
dimnish the Library's architectural or historical significance, which nake i t
eligible for [isting inthe National Register of Historic Places.

(end)

Bi bli ography (section 9)

ChathamMonitor. "The Eldredge Public Library Dedicated". 7/14/1896.
El dredge Public Library. Vertical files.
Free Public Library Commssion. Ninth Annual Report. Wight & Potter Q.
Boston.  1899.
Ives, Josephine P. History of the Eldredge Public Library. Draft Manuscript.
1991.
Jenkins, Candace/ Chat hamHi storical Conm ssion. ChathamNarrative History.
1991.
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion. Chat ham Reconnai ssance Survey Report.
1984.
Massachusetts Historical Commssion. Historic and Archaeol ogical Resources of
Cape d and the Islands.  1987.

(end)

Verbal Boundary Description (section 10)

Pl ease refer to the attached assessors' nap.

The library occupies | ot 15D 105; scale 1" = 80'.

Boundary Justification

The nomination is confined to the | ot presently and historically occupied by

the library building.
(end)
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March 13, 1992

Carol Shul |

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

P.O Box 37127

Washi ngton, BC 20013- 7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encl osed you will find thefollowing nomnation form

El dredge Public Library, 564 Main Street, Chatham (Banstable County),
Massachusetts 02633.

The nom nation was voted eligible by the State Review Board and i s signed by
nyself, asthe State Historic Preservation Officer. Onaners were notified of
pending State Review Board consi deration 30-75 days before the meeting and
were afforded the opportunity to cooment. Nb comments have been receivedto
date.

Sincerely,

Lth B. MDonough
Executive Director
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
State Historic Preservation Officer

encl osure

cc: Norman Pacun, Chairman, Chatham Historical Conm ssion
Nor man Howes, Chai rman, Chat ham Board of Sel ect men
Candace Jenkins, Preservation Consultant

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary
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Carol Shul |

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

P.Q Box 37127

Washi ngton, DC 20013-7127

ATTN Quy Lapsl ey
Dear Ms. Shull:

Enclosed youwill find aUSGS nmap for thefollowing nomnation:

El dredge Public Library, 564 Main Street, Chatham (Barnstable County),
Massachusetts 02633.

Wth theenclosed nmap, t henom nation should be considered conplete. | f you
have any additional questions, please do not hesitate t ocontact either Betsy
Friedberg, National Register Director, or nyself at this office.

Sincerely,

Dougl as J. Kell eher
National Register Assistant
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

encl osure

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, Sate Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02H6  (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



