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The Brown County Courthouse in Aberdeen, South Dakota is a Renaissance 
Revival Style building, which was constructed in 1904. The three story 
building is thirteen bays wide and made of cut Berea sandstone. Two giant 
Corinthian columns of Ortonville granite decorate the front (south) entrance, 
which is topped with a pediment. The frieze is ornamented, but the archi­ 
trave is not. All of the second and third story windows are double sash 
with transoms. Third story windows on the corners and near the entrances • 
are roundheaded with keystones in the Renaissance tradition. Second story 
windows have triangular pediments. All of the other windows on all floors 
have plain surrounds. The double front doors are enclosed in a two story 
roundheaded stained glass arch. Between the second and third stories of the 
arch is a balcony over the front entrance. A balustrade crowns the cornice 
while dentils appear beneath it. Quoins enhance the building on all corners.

Atop the building is a dome. Some of the dome's outstanding features are 
four clocks, one facing in each direction, and a copper statue of Justice, 
which rises above the entire building. Two different sizes of Roman Doric 
columns in sets of two support the dome.

In 1974, the sandstone steps leading up to the second story front entrance 
were removed to enable easier access to the building through the first floor. 
The front doors now consist of modern plate glass. Extensive remodeling 
was done on the interior in the summer of 1974.

The courthouse was formerly the sole occupant of the block; however, 
recent years have called for greater office space. To meet this need, a 
modern extension was made to the southwest of the 1904 building. A new 
jail now sits in the southeast corner. The old courthouse is in excellent 
condition and towers above her recent intruders.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Architecturally, the Brown County Courthouse is a fine example of a 
small Midwestern county's impression of the Renaissance Revival style. 
It is typical of the size, materials and style of architecture seen in 
many South Dakota county buildings erected between the turn of the century 
and the 1930's.

The Berea sandstone used on the walls was quarried near Cleveland, Ohio. 
The giant Corinthian columns of Ortonville granite are twenty feet high ^ 
and twenty-eight inches in diameter at the base. These columns were said 
to be the largest single-piece columns west of Chicago when they were placed 
on the Brown County Courthouse. The builders were interested in obtaining 
materials that would set the courthouse apart from other structures in the 
area. They succeeded in erecting a prominent public building, for three 
years later the state capitol in Pierre used the same style of architecture 
and building materials in its construction.

Alterations have been made on the front entrance of the courthouse, and 
modern additions have been affixed to the east and west. It is hoped that 
future alterations and buildings constructed in the vicinity will be made 
without doing further damage to one of Aberdeen's landmarks.

Since its construction in 1904, this Renaissance style building has been 
the center of government for Brown County. The courthouse is in excellent 
condition and surely will continue to serve the purpose for which it was 
built.
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