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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The house faces southwest., It sits at least a hundred feet from the
road in a hollow on & narrow lot and blends into the trees and greenery
apbound it. The form of the building is that of a half house, The
facade consists of a three bay front with a door on the eastern side.
It has an entrance hallway and is two rooms deep with the leanto area
used for a kitchen and storage.

The most interesting feature of the exterior is the dramatic line of

the roof on the leanto side which sweeps down to no higher than six feet ab
the ground. This roof-line has one break in it which suggests that

an additional leanto was added to the first in order to extend the

house further to the rear., Clapboards which remain on the interior

walls at the line of the break in the roof further substantiate this
judgement.

Although the windows are not the originals some of the sash is old.
The majority of the windows have six lights over six although on
the southeast side of the house some of the windows are nine over
sice The chimney is not centrally located but is placed in the
northeastern section of the house, The chimmey is stone in the
interior, although the original has been replaced with brick on the
outside,

The foundation consists of stone without mortar. In the basement the
chimney shape is that of an He The spaces within the H are closets,

In the entrance hall the stair is located on the south. The room on

the west has a panelled end with a fireplace, On the second floor

a small bedroom on the southwest has wainscoting of wide pine boards

and the large bedroom has a fireplace in a panelled wall,

Many of the clapboards on the exterior are wedgeshaped and have old
nails.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This building sits on a lot designated at the time of the Norwich
Tricentennial as the homelot of Dr, Philip Turner. Its significance
is both architectural and historical. It is believed to have been
built prior to 1700, and its plan is an interesting variant of tle

usual salt box floor plan which provokes speculation regarding its
evolution.

However, the history of the building needs further investigation.
The primary evidence that this was the homelot of Dr. Philip Turner
is the remains of a foundation of a small building located on the
adjacent southeast lot, which is believed to be the foundation of
the doctor's office and which is known to have been located near
his home. However, it is also the case that in the revolutionary
period the road ran by what is now the rear of the house, and it

is improbable that the leanto would have faced the road. This is
the most obvious puzzle with regard to the history of the house,

This house has significance also in its association with Dr. Turner
who

was the Surgeon General of the Continental Army dur-
ing the Revolutionary War, assistant surgeon of the

Army at Ticonderoga and First Surgeon of the Connec-
ticut Troops at Boston.

In 1777 Congress appointed him Director-General of

the General Hospital and later made him Surgeon-General

of the Eastern Department, where he remained until

nearly the end of the War. He moved to New York in

1800, continued his practice and was appointei Sur-
geon to the Staff of the United States Army.

1From Norwich Historic Homes and Families, pe. 90.
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