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PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:
Looking south at main facades

Located on the southwest corner of Brougher Avenue and Main Street, the State Bank and 
Trust Company Building is a five story brick and granite structure. Its rectangular plan 
measures 50' wide by 100' long. The symmetrical arrangement of the facades of the building 
and the classical treatment of the detailing exhibits influence of the Neo-Classical Re­ 
vival, a popular style for commercial buildings in the early twentieth century. Pilaster 
strips of white granite divide the front facade, facing Main Street into three bays, and 
the west facade, fronting Brougher, into five bays. Rising from the first level, the pil­ 
asters terminate at the fifth story with moulded capitals. Neo-Classica1 detailing at the 
roof includes a metal cornice with dentils and modi 11 ions, surmounted by a pediment-like 
stepped central parapet. The original cornice band of egg and dart design at the first 
story remains intact. The Main Street facade has a central bay of paired windows with iron 
balconies flanked on either side by three part windows. The Brougher Avenue (west) facade 
is symmetrical about the central bay and fenestrations at the wall plane consist of single 
or paired windows. All windows are flat arched with one over one double hung sash and fea 
ture stone sills and horizontal brick bands at lintel height. Both northwest and south­ 
west recessed entryways have had minor modifications. Original features which trema'iiin in­ 
tact include pressed metal ceilings, the original stairways and elevator, and the octa­ 
gonal tile floor inlaid with "Tonopah First National Bank of Nevada."



STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
The State Bank and Trust Company Building is illustrative of the economic solidarity of 
early Tonopah and also attests to the often disastrous role of speculative mining invest­ 
ments during Southern Nevada's boom years. The State Bank and Trust Company founded by 
western entrepeneur T.B. Rickey, opened for business in Tonopah in September 1902 in the 
Stock Exchange Building (demolished). In April, 1906 Rickey, commissioned Reno architect 
George E. Holesworth to prepare the plans for a new building. Holesworth, a pioneer build 
er in Nevada, supervised construction of many other prominent buildings in the state, 
among them, the Mizpah Hotel (TON-138) the Goldfield Hotel and the John S. Cook Bank in 
Rhyolite. In September 1906, the cornerstone was laid and by June 1907, the bank occupied 
its new quarters in the five story building. Four months later, the State Bank and Trust 
Company of Tonopah, along with its branches in Carson City, Goldfield, Manhattan andBlair 
closed its doors permanently. The downfall of the bank was largely precipitated by the 
collapse of the L.M. Sullivan Trust Company, a speculative investment company organized 
by master promoter and wildcatter George Graham Rice. The bank had been a party to Rice's 
dealings by loaning his company over $280,000 with little or no security to back the 
loans. By January 1908, the building was reoccupied. T.J. Crumley opened his elegant 
Nevada Club Saloon in the building and later that year, the First National Bank of 
Nevada moved into the State Bank's old quarters. The building is a fine example of a 
large commercial structure with Neo-Classical influence, with its integrity of design and 
detail inn i n l~ar t___________________________________________________________________

BIBLIOGRAPHY:
Beatty, 
Tonopah

Bessie 
Bonanza___________ 1902-1908 

Tonopah Da?ly Sun 1906-1907 
Reno Evening Gazette 1920

Who's Who in Nevada Home Printing Co., Los Angeles, Calif. 1907

LEGAL DESCRIPTION:

Block D, Lot 14 Richardons Survey 1907

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPH

Photo By

E.W. Smith

View

Looking East

Date 

March 21, 1908


