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The boundaries of the Eli thitney Gun Factory Site hsave been drawm
intentionally broad to encomupass the perinmeters of the factory and
to provide protection for artvifacts whilch nay be discovered during
]aue investigations. The boundary com.ences at a point (i) on the

ast side of hitney Avenue opnosite the south line of Armory Street,
thwu proceeds west ulong the south line of Armory Street a distance
of 225! to point (B). The boundary then proceeds south at right angles
a distance of 275' to point (C), then wszst at right angles a distance
of 775" to point (D). The boundary proceeds north at rignt angles a
distance of 550' to point (E), then west at richt angles across the
head of Lake Whitney a distance of 575' to point (F), then at right
angles to (4), the point of beginiing.

There are ten major buildings and foundations on the Zli \hitney Gun
Factory Site., Three buildings and two foundations directly relate

L1 Vhitney's occupation. Other buildings were erected after the closing
of the gun works. Although most of the trenty-building VWhitney factory

has been destroyed, there is much renaining evidence of the factory
plon, and there is & great Dotentiﬁ for awc”ﬂeological investigation.
The E1i Vhitney Gun Factory occupled armroximately six acres of land on

a tract bwse d by Vhitney Avenue. The site is about two-miles north
of the Vew Haven green(business center)and is situated in a valley
formed by the 1411 River. ast Zocl, a high promontery to the east,
overlooks the site.

The three original thitney buildings include a "single-men's boarding
ouse"(ca. 1800), at the southwest corner of vhitney averue and Armory
Gtreet, a frame '"factory barn"(1816)to the south, and a stone "earpentry

—shop™(ca. 1800) across the i'ill River fron vhitney Avenue. In addition
to the standing Vhitney buildings, the fieldstore foundations of Whitney!
forge(ca. l?OO;renaw betwecn the carpentry shop and the river. The
foundation of another Whitner building has been incornorated into the
Tabric of a frame office building bullt in 1868 by a later occupant.

The foundstion of the nmain d“SQ“DlV muilding(ca. lSOO\has been excavated
from under the rub le of a later bricl factory, since destroyed. Other
VWhitney foundations will no doubt be located during the archaeological
investigations to commence in 1974,

The single-men's boarding house is a rectargulav-plan, two-story,
frame house set ujon a ioundation of cut-stone. The asphalt-shingled,
medium-pitch gaole roof is oriented perpen zcul"wWM to the main facade,
The mein facade is four beys wldv,xﬂtn mein access conlbained in the
south end bay. Fenestration is double-hung sash tjpe throughout, ard
dates from the late 19th-century. Houvever, two attic windows in the

Lo Blerents of the oririnal reces and bridpe supports also remain.
Archaeolorical investigation in the spring of 1972 indicated
that there is a variety of evidence intact below the two-foot
level at the site of the assenbly and finishing buildings.
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main facade are si=over—-six light and are of an earlier, probably original,
design. A plain wood box cornice and raking cornice appears on the main

and rear elevations. Treatrent of the entrance portal is slightly Greek
Revivalized and probably dates from the early l9th—century. The attic

gable is clapboard-sided, but the remainder of the elevations have been
sided in a synthetic material,

The factory barn is an elongated, rectangular-plan, frame structure having
a perpendicular wing appended to thie rear elevation. The rear wall of the
wing is constructed on fieldstone lald up in irresular courscs, and the
barn is set upon a high foundation of similar material. The clapboard
siding on the barn is arranged horizontally on the nain(east)and rear
elevations, and vertically on the sides, The medium pitch gable roof is
sheathed in asphalt shingles. Treatment of the main facade resenbles the
design of many of Whitnery's other factory buildings, according to old
vieus. The main facade is divided into three bays, each containing a large
service entrance surmounted by a wood moulding shaped as if to accommodate
a fanlight. Wood pilasters extend from the base of each moulding to the
ground level, providing a frame for each entrance. A small square sash
window appears above each entrance portel below tile cormices A plain wood
cornice and reldng cornice anpear on the nain elevation. 4 palladian window

is centered in the attic story. The side elevations are divided into three
bays, each containing a window in each story and bacenent, On the north

side, a projectins entranceway constructed on fieldstone occupies the ground
floor of the central bay, providing access to the cellar. This entranceway
has a gable roof and wood rioulded raling cornico with partial cornice return.

The carpentry shop is a smell, rectanyular plan, 1 1/2 story fieldstone
building having a mediwn pitch gable roof with clapboard-sided gable ends.
The walls are laid up in irresulor courses. Tie mein(south)facade is
divided into three bays, with a central doorvay and two flanking, double-
hung,sash windous, Secondary access is placed near the front of each side
elevation., It is knowm that an eppendage to this bullding was removed in
subsequent wears, This building has been re-tuclkpointed in later years, but
the roof structure is rot orisinal,

There are three structures on the site which do not relate to the perioc of
occupation by Z1i Uhitney's gun factorye. The linchester o fice building,

a frame structure built in 1828, was erected on a portion of a fleldstone
foundation of one of Vhitney's original shops. A second non-coniorriing
building is the brick factory of lleany Industries, built about 1690. A
third is the cinder-block "turbine-house"(ca. 1955) which is situated upon
the site of "Mitnes's original turbine house, It is not recom-ended,
hovever, that these buildings be removed during the investigative or
interpretive phases of the developent of the ‘hitney factory site.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The 213 thitner Gun Factory Site is the location of a fir

established in 17%9¢ by Z1i hitrney(1l765-1825)at vhich he i t”oduced

a menufacturing concept which came to be knovm as the "imerican

System of llanufacturing". thitney's concept invelved a sysnematlc
syncialization of each function of production within the factory, and
the manufacture of standardized, mass-produced goods. As such, Uhitney
is credited ac onz of the first narufacturers to replace ski i]cd crafben
with °ﬁeciawjzed nower mochines, ALDMOUS& ruch of the Whitney bulldings
have been destreoyed, there are a simificant nuwmber of artifacts
"in-citu", as denonutﬂouod by a series of test-digs conducted in 1972.
Yale University intends to sponsor a major historical-arclhiacolosy
project in 1974 which will be followed by the stebalization of the
rins and the erection of ilbcl;“et“vn devices. The ew Haven Colony
“dAstorical Society and the Historic Anerican rnmineerins Record are
cooperating.

arns works

1
1/

ilthough “hitney's authorshiy of the conicept of mass—-production has
been cuestioned, it is certain that lhitney articulated the "imerican
syostem at least ten years hefore t'o idea was nproposed by any othigr
Anerican nemufacturer, Vhitney!s ori~inal contract terminated in
18C9, but rroduction of firearms continued at the site into the 19th-
entarv. In 1860, the original Whitney assenbly vo”'@ was destroyed
md a larger factory bullding erected on the site. The 1860 building
has subsecuently been “ewoved, 1301L1L‘ ing the ¢DveuL*Latlon cf the
remains of Whitney's original factory. In the late 19th-century,
the Vhitney property was purcnasod by the Tdnchester irms conglomerate
wi:lch continued to use some of Vhitney's facilities for the production
of frearms, finchester sold a vortion of the propert: for other
industrial uses, and, nost Water Company has
acquired the site ooc,u dam containing
Lake lhitney, )
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