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1. Name

1982

historic  White Sulphur Springs

and/or common White Sulphur Springs Historjc Site
2. Location . . <«.,. o~ Lasw

street & number LA Hwy, 8, @ 12 miles southwest of Jena /Aot for publication
city, town Jena e, _X_ vicinity of songiassionaldietsiot
state LA , code 22 %ﬁh LaSalle code 059
3. Classification
Category Ow'nership Status Present Use N/A
—__dlstrict ___ public ____occupied — agriculture —___ museum
____building(s) _X_ private _A_ unoccupied —__ commercial ____park
—__ structure —_both ___work in progress ____educational — private residence
X _site Public Acquisition Accessible ____ entertainment — religious
— object N/A_ in process yes: restricted —_government . scientific

N/LA— being considered ___X yes: unrestricted —industrial —transportation

—___no ___ military —other:

4. Owner of Property

name International Paper Company

street & number Suite 100, 3000 Knight Office Place

city, town Shreveport N/A vicinity of state | A 71105

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. LaSalle Parish Courthouse
street & number Courthouse Street (no specific address) P. 0. Drawer Y
city, town Jena state LA 71342

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

title LA Historic Sites Survey has this property been determined eligible? ___yes _X _no

date 1982 __ federal _X state ___ county ____ local

depository for survey records ~ Louisiana State Historic Preservation Office

city, town Baton Rou ge state LA




7. Descri_ption

Condition N/A Check one Check one

— excellent — deteriorated unaltered _ original site

— good —__ruins X aitered ___moved date N/A
— fair ___ unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The White Sulphur Springs Historic Site is a small clearing with a spring
font encased in a c.1916 concrete flange and set beneath a c.1916 gazebo, The spring
was the center as well as the raison d'€tre of a nineteenth century health resort
whose once numerous buildings are now all gone. It is located in the rolling piney
hills near the town of Jena. The site still retains its integrity of setting as well
as its identity as a natural spring.

The spring was once surrounded by a health resort community which was dependent
upon its supposed curative powers. This community was founded in 1833 and was closed in
1911. It consisted of numerous buildings, including hotels, a saloon, a dance hall, livery
stables, a store, etc. According to one source, it even had a post office and a school,
Nothing remains of the community today except for the spring, which is encased in a
concrete flange and covered by a wooden gazebo, both of which date from c.1916. The
flange replaced a similar older feature which contained the spring font., The gazebo
was built to commemorate the spot where the community once stood. It was reroofed
and repainted ¢.1975., ~

Assessment of Integrity:

Under the recently published draft guidelines for interpreting the
National Register criteria, there are two standards used for assessing the integrity
of a historic site. One is whether or not the site retains its original natural
setting, which White Sulphur Springs does. The other is whether or not the site
possesses authenticity, which again White Sulphur Springs does,

Gazebo as a Contributing Element:

The present gazebo (see photo) was built c¢.1916 by Mr. W. G. "Buck" Walker,
a local resident, to commemorate the historic role of White Sulphur Springs in
LaSalle Parish. Since that time the gazebo has become a well known local landmark because
of its close association Wwith the former resort community. The State Historic
Preservation Office has two local newspaper articles dating from 1962 which praise
the gazebo and cite its important commemorative role. Consequently the gazebo is
being nominated to the Register as a contributing element to the White Sulphur Springs
Historic Site.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

— prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture____ religion

——1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic —__conservation — law _X_ science

—1500-1599 __ agriculture - economics ____literature — sculpture

— 16001699 ____ architecture —_ education — military ____ social/

——1700-1799 __art ____engineering _____music humanitarian

X _1800-1899 ___ commerce —_exploration/settiement __ philosophy — theater

_X_ 1900~ — communications — industry - — politics/government ____ transportation
e — invention — other (specify)

Speclfic dates 1833-1911 Builder/Architect N/A

Statement of Significance (In one paragraph) Criterion A

The White Sulphur Springs Historic Site is locally significant in the area
of science because it was the center as well as the raison d'8tre of the White Sulphur
Springs community, a nineteenth century health resort which achieved at least regional
fame within Louisjana.* The spring site is exemplary of a then popular philosophy of
American health care called hydropathy.

, Hydropathy can be defined as the therapeutic use of mineral water as a cure
for infirmities of all sorts, It was based upon the theory that the treatment of
disease involved the treatment of the whole person rather-than the specific symptoms,
as well as the theory that water was the natural sustainer of life., People came to
resorts such as White Sulphur Springs and often stayed for months, Frequently people
made annual or seasonal visits. In a very real sense medical treatments such as those
dispensed at White Sulphur Springs represented a distinctive era in the history of
man's attempt to combat disease.

White Sulphur Springs was "discovered" in 1833 by Joseph P. Ward, who was
traveling through the area on his way to Texas. He named the springs after his
hometown of White Sulphur Springs, Georgia, and founded a health resort community.
As noted above, the curative power of the water was the main attraction; however,
the "treatment" also included such "therapeutic" activities as fishing, walking
in the woods, and breathing the fresh, clean air. White Sulphur Springs was in its
heyday in the mid-nineteenth century, but began to slowly decline thereafter. A
newspaper account of a visit made there in 1894 refers to varjous guests and mentions
two structures, a hotel and a dancing hall. A secondary source indicates that there
was only one building left (a boarding house) when White Sulphur Springs was closed
down by the Louisiana Board of Health in 1911. After analyzing the water, this body
reported that it had no curative value, but instead was a menace to health because
it contained harmful bacteria.

*The designation of significance at the local level requires some explanation.
The scholarly research does not exist (nor may it ever) to determine with any certainty
the exact geographical limits of White Sulphur Springs' appeal. The State Historic
Preservation Office can only make an educated guess and assume that it was at least
regionally popular within the state (i.e., central and northern Louisiana).



9. Major Bibliographical References

Louisiana Democrat, August 15, 1894, ( A weekly newspaper published in Alexandria, LA)
PTummer, E. W, "White Sulphur Springs Resort Days Fade." A typescript of this short
history of White Sulphur Springs is located in the National Register file at the
Louisiana State Historic Preservation Office.
(See continuation sheet)

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property __approx. .16 acre

Quadrangle name Pollock,.La. Quadrangle scale’. 1=62500
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Verbal boundary description and justification

Please refer to sketch map.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title F. H. Shiel

organization N/A date July 1982

(0ffice) (318) 992-4441
street & number P, 0. Box 122 telephone (Home) ~ (318) 992-5005
cityortown - Jena state LA 71342

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

—__national ____ state L local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), i hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated

according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
State Historic Preservation Officer signature M 4 %—.

Robert B. DeBlieux
titte State Historic Preservation Officer date October 27, 1982
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Plummer, E. W. "Lest We Forget." Typescript of this short article on White Sulphur
Springs located in National Register file in Loujsiana State Historic Preservation
Office.

Louisiana Comprehensive Statewide Survey. LaSalle Parish. White Sulphur Springs
Site Form (#30-003).
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