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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Federal Building in Clarksville has remained unchanged since its 
erection in 1897-98. It is of Vicj£rjL_an_app,e^^ a 
mixture of architectural, styles including Queen Anne and the Stick 

''" Style.. The building is unusually flamboyant in style for its size. 
Its Jliihly_£itchedroof with large eagles on The fouF corners, its 
steep gabled windows and elaborate terra cotta ornamentation combine 
to give importance to a relatively small building.

The building, measuring 62 T 2 TT x 62 T 2 TT overall, is _one-story, built 
on a smooth stone foundation. The brick exterior has"decorative terr 
cotta around all openings and on the corners. The terra cotta was 
manufactured by the Northwestern Terra Cotta Company of Chicago. 
Tne JliPP.ed roof with flared eaves is slate over long leaf pine, with 
the roof 'framing being of steel construction.

There are a total of 20^ dormers on the building, five on each side. 
The central gable dormer on each side has a curvilinear opening, and 
is flanked by hip roof dormers. All dormers are surmounted by 
pinnacles, and there is a series of three stepped pinnacles on the 
angles of the roof line. Each corner is surmounted by an eagle on 
a pedestal. Ari^ ornate tower is located on the apex of the roof.

There is one brick chimney on the south side. The windows are double 
hung arched windows and the doors are aluminum with arched transoms. 
There is a small stoop on the east side.

The floor plan features an entrance on the Commerce Street side with 
a counter between the entry and the open office area on either end of 
the entry lobby. The offices beyond the open secretary area open 
onto a second level which was originally used to secretly view mail 
handlers. The floor is of marble, and the plastered walls feature 
extensive natural white oak trim. The ceilings are of elaborate 
coffered plaster.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The major significance of the Federal Building is its unusual and 
distinctive architecture. Great attention to structural and decorativ 
detail is evidenced in this small but unusual structure. Designed by 
U._S. Treasury architect William Martin._ Aiken 9 the building was con­ 
structed by Charles A. Moses of Chicago. His bid of $32,2M-3 was the 
lowest of fourteen submitted. David A. Murphy, Superintendent of 
Construction of U. S. Public Buildings, supervised the construction. 
Ground was broken on September, 1, 1§97, and the building was completed 
the following year. Clarksville was able to obtain the building 
primarily because of the large volume of foreign mail occasioned by 
its tremendous tobacco business.

The building was used as a post office until the 1930 T s. Since that 
time, it has served as offices of the Clarksville Electrical Depart­ 
ment .

--••--. • •-. f ...... I .- . .. .-. : , . ..... j

The building is unique in Tennessee and should be preserved.
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