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Historical Significance (Continued)

To test this new technology, a steadj®-stream of people poured into Williams's
shop to talk over the line to his wi(p and others in Somerviiie. People
quickly impressed, and by May 1 of the same year, Williams had installed the
world's first commercial telephone line from the State Street, Boston, Office
of his friend Roswell C. Downer to his house a 170 Central Street, also in
Somerville.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



NATI ONAL REG STER CRI TERI A STaTEMENT (i f applicable) , K e
The Charles Williams Jr. House is significant both historically and " ' o -

v-~ architectural ly. prinarily, it is®significant as the terminus of the first

A outdoor telephone line. Equallyimportant is the building's architectural
significance as a three-bay, center-gable Italianate house distinguished by an
overlay of Eastlakian trim, applied later in ttie 19th century. Retaining ;
integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship, feeling, and

\ association. The Williams House fulfills Criteria A '/ and Cof the National

Register of Historic Places on the local level.

ARCHITECTURAL SGIFICINCE Describe iinportant ardiitectural features and evaluate in tems of
other buildings within the coranmity.

One Arlington  Street is a center gable Italianate house (ca. 1858) with a Y'Y vy

later (ca. 1888) overlay of Eastlake style trim. The Eastlake-style B
remodelling was extensive and was applied to the interior as well as the t, » o
exterior. The 2 1/2 story-rectangular-plan house was a 2 story side hall , Ni;

built in several successive stages. Notable features include the elaborate
gable screen, the pedimented entrance porch with paired columns, and the
oversacle window.hoods or canopies above the windows of the lower story.
These canopies are supported by Eastlake-style braces, and carry elaborate
iron cresting.

HISTORICAL SOfEFICANCE Explain the role ownnas played in local or state history and howv the
building relates to the devdopment of the comnunity.

One Arlington  Street was the, terminus of the world's first  outdoor e, V.." 7
experimental telephone line. Charles Williams Jr., who bought the house in

1876 and lived there until his death in 1909, was an early protege of .
Alexander Graham Bell, and a major force in the early development of LN T
commercial telephone service. Bell and Watson's first telephone (of the early

gallows type) was developed at Williams's electrical shop at 109 Court Street

in Boston in 1875. Although they later moved to larger quarters at 5 Exeter .
Place in Boston, where the first complete sentence was spoken over the wire, 1t 7
the manufacturing of early telephones took place exclusively at 109 Court

Street until Williams's business was transferred to the Western Electric -

Company in 1883. H

In early 1877, Williams arranged with Bell and a Mr. Hubbard to have the

rights to manufacture telephones, and to lease them on a commission basis. On . , !
March 27 of that year work began on the world's first outdoor telephone line

from Williams's 109 Court Street shop to his house at One Arlington Street in

Somerviiie, a distance of three miles. Williams paid for the wire, the labor,

and the house-top brackets. The line was finished on April 4, 1877.
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