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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Baptist Church near Sperry is a one-story gable roof building of uncoursed
rubble limestone, 36' x 48'. Roughly-dressed stone of a larger size has been
used for decorative effect on the corners. Symmetrical in plan, it has a cornice
return, four windows on two sides with 2/2 lights, and an entrance at one end.
Heavy stone lintels and sills are found in the windows and in the double-door -
entrance. Original wooden shingles have been replaced by composition shingles.

The simple, one-room interior is plastered, the floor of 6'-8' pine boards,
now covered with linoleum in the aisles. It retains the original hardwood
pews, pulpit, minister's settee, and hand-carved altar.

The church is in a rural setting, surrounded by a cemetery in which many early
settlers are buried. No changes have been made to the structure. Damage from
a tornado in 1964 has been repaired to conform to the original character of
the church.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The use of local materials and the straightforward, utilitarian design of
this stone church are characteristic of pioneer church architecture in Iowa.
Its construction date places it among the very few structures left from the
earliest period of white settlement in the state.

The Baptist congregation which built the church in 1847 was founded in 1840,
only 7 years after Des Moines county was legally open to white settlement.

The first moderator, the Rev. James S. Gilmore, served the congregation for
nearly 20 years. Besides providing a place for worship, the building was long
used as a meeting house for a variety of local commmity activities.
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West Liberty Cemetery Association April 1975
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service,
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