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AREA FORM NO.
5119

Newton, Mass. MRA
Tomn NBEWTON (Newtonville)

Address | A1 Lowell Avenue

Historic Nae John A. Fenno House

U Present residence
Original residence
DECRIPTION
Date c.18 H4
Source  Jackson Homestead Pub .. #13
Style Gothic Revival
Architect unknown
Exterior Wdl Fabric  clapboards

Outbuildings none

Major Alterations (with dates)

Entrance porch (late 19th cent.

Condition Good

Mol  yes Date €.1885
Acreage 6,551 sg. ft. ([»tsetv*»I* \ Acn.)

Setting Residential neighborhood
off Washington Street

Recorded by Bruce Femald, Peter Stott

Organization Newton Historical Gamm

Date March 1980. April 1986



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEVENT (If applicable)

As a rare and well-preserved example of the Gothic Revival style of
architecture in Newton, the John A. Fenno House meets criterion C of the
National Register of Historic Places.’

ARCHTECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE  Describe ImporUnt architectural features and evaluate In terms of
other buildings within the comunity.

This residence i sNewtonville's best exanple of the Gothic Revival style.
Its design i scharacterized by two steep gable roofs which intersect to
form an L-plan. The vertical enmphasis of thedesign i s underscored by
tall, narrow bracketed windows and similarly proportioned diamond w ndows
under the apex of each gable. Earred l|abel mouldings embellish the pairs
of 6/6 sash windows at t he second story of each gable. During the late
19th century, an entrance porch with colums resting on a shingled kneewall
was added to thesouth elevation of the house.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played In local or state history and how the
building relates to the development of the coranunity.

John A Fenno (1849-1929), theninth mayor of Newton, 1893-94, was t he
original owner of this house. For many years, Fenno was treasurer and
superintendent of the Boston, Revere Beach, & Lynn Railroad. He di d not
enter public life, as a menber of the GCoomon Council, until 1888, several
year.s-.after he had noved from this house into a larger residence.

As built, the house stood at thecorner of Wal nut Street and Madi son
Avenue. Fenno sold the house about 1885 t o George A Strout, who novedt he
house toitspresent location.

B BLI GEAPHY and/ or REFERENCES

Brimbl ecom, Newton, theGarden City, p. 89.

"John A Fenno," The Newton Graphic 22 Novenber 1929, p. 6.

Friends of theJackson Honestead, Newton's O der Houses: Newtonville
(1980), Publication No. 13.

City Atlases: 1874, 1886, 1907.

City Directory: 1887.
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Fenno, John A., House (Newton MRA)
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MASSACHUSETTS Working No.

Fed. Reg. Date:

Date Due:

Action: _tr*CEPT..
CH resubmission jiuccied in tne RETURN.
« nomination by person or local government National Beg|ste' REJECT_
CU owner objection Federal Agency:
e appeal -
Substantive Review: LZI sample CD request CD appeal CD NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below
1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes * no

7. Description

Condition Check one

excellent | | deteriorated unaltered
CD good CD ruins altered
CD fair I 1 unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CD summary paragraph
CD completeness

CD clarity

CD alterations/integrity
| |dates

CD boundary selection

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline

Date

see continuation sheet

Present Use

Chek are

@ original site

moved date.

4/\



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance *//j one paraiyrap/j*

CD summary paragraph oo
CD completeness

e clarity

CD applicable criteria A

CD justification of areas checked

CD relating significance to the resource

« context

CD relationship of integrity to significance f- o

CD justification of exception
@D other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CD Maps
CD Photographs
CD Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

(>4

cew J'!

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet

Jrth
r2rKit
NARNER:

GPO 91 8-450












