UK). 1024-0018

NPS Form 10-900

e LXP. 10/31/84

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service ANNAOLor NPS use anly
National Register of Historic Places-"-recetver-"W"iHSE
Inventory—Nomination Form H date entered

See instructions in Howto Complete National Register Forms
Type all entries—complete applicable sections

1. Name

hidaic  Sewall-Scripture House
ada ammm AN My Historical Society Building

2. Location

i [ )

street & number 40 ng Stgeet N/A not for publication
city, town Rockport AL uiftinit\/ nf
state Massachusetts MNe 025 county E£ssex code 009
3. Classiffication
Category Ownership Status Present Use

district public n occupied agriculture X museum
_iL building(s) ~private unoccupied commercial park

structure both work in progress educational private residence

site p~piiblic Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious

object y  in process yes: restricted government scientific

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner off Property
rene Sandy Bay Historical Society and Miseum | nc.
dregt & numbe "0 King Street

dty,ton  Rockport N/A vicinity of state Massachusetts
5. Location off Legal Description

courthouss, regidry o desds eic. ANANAA AAAAAYy Registry of Deeds
drex & numba 32 Federal Street

dity, toan Salem dae M assachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of the Historic Assets
tite of the Commonwealth, "61 has this propety ben daermined digible? yes no

date 1973 federal state county local

depastay for arvey redxrds M assachusetts Historical Commisson

dty, toin  Boston dae M assachusetts



7. Description

Condition Chpcii one Checit one
sxcellent . deteriorated *_ unaltered X original site

_X_ good ruins altered moved date N/A
fair .unexposed

D«scrib« the present and original (if known) physicalappearance

The Sewal | -Scripture House stands on a half-acre | ot at the corner of King
and Ganite Streets, on the edge of central Rockport. The Federal-Style
structure i sincluded i na small scale residential neighborhood which
devel oped gradually over the 18thand 19th centuries.

Two and a half stories high with a gable roof, thenost striking feature
of the Sewal |-Scripture House i sitsgranite construction — forned of
dressed ashl ar pieces measuring aPprOX| rrateIOP/ one foot high by four to
Slémfeet I nlength. The rear wall i s forned of |arge, coursed and square
rubbl e.

The Sewal |-Scripture House i s five bays long with a center entrance. The
structure i s only one room dee[? ~although I1ving space i sincreased by

an original ellat therear. his gabled el I is 2t stories high, of
frame construction with clapboard siding; it contains tw roons on each
floor and i s sheltered on itswestern side by a one-story porch with four
Tuscan colums. ne chimmey i s |ocated on thewestern end of the main
bl ock, and another, interior chimey serves both the main block and ell.

Wndows on the Sewal | -Scripture House contain 9 over 6 sash. The House's
primary (andnost unusual) decorative feature i sitstall doorway, conposed
of plaingranite janbs and a narrow, stilted round arch (wth keystone),

1|“I ankedd ?y sidelights. Between thearch and the rectangular door isa
ouvered fan.

Interior woodwork i stypically restrained, balancing the sinmplicity
of the exterior design. The Sewall|-Scripture House contains a circular
stairway i nitscentral hall, wood shutters which fold into splayed w ndow
reveal s, wainscoting, cornice noldings, and period chinneypi eces.

.. 0X3?



A

8. Signifficance

Period Areas ef Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture . religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law . science
1500-1599 agriculture economics . literature . . sculpture
1600-1699 J L architecture education . military . social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement . philosophy . theater

_X_1900- communications industry . politics/government . transportation

invention . other (specify)
Specific dates 1832 Builder/Architect N/A

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Sewal | -Scripture House retains integrity of design, materials, work-
manshi p, location, and setting. It i ssignificant forits association
W th RockFort's granite industry and as one of the fewhouses i n town
built of local granite. The property neets criteria Aand Cof the
Nat i onal Register.

Levi Sewall, a native of Maine, built the Sewall-Scripture House i n|832
on the occasion of his marriage to Mary Ann Robards. The granite building
bl ocks were hauled by oxen from Sewal | *s own quarry i nPigeon Gove, which
Is said to have produced stone of excellent quality. Sewall was one of
the towns earliest entrepreneurs i nthegranite business, first asa
artner i nPreston, Fernald & Q., and subsequently as founder of The
igeon Hill Ganite Gonpany. The latter cor’rpan?]/. | ourished throughthe
19th and early 20th centuries with the help of his sons-in-law, Frank
Scripture and George Bradford, until itsmerger i n1921 with the Rockport
G ani te Gonpany.

Rockport's granite industry commenced i n 1824, when a (%Ji ncy busi nessnan
began | arge-scal e quarrying and exporting here. B?/ | 850, %uarryl ng surpassed
fishing as the town' s | eading business and i nthe late 19th century,

enpl oyed as nany as 700 nen.  Qut granite from Rockport was w dely used

t hroughout the country f or paving bl ocks, public buildings, navy yards,

and |1 ghthouses.

Ganite was unusual as a building material i nRockport, however, and
occurs mainly i nstructures built forindustrial use. Al though Rockport
possesses a remarkable collection of 18thand 19th century structures
the Sewal | - Scripture House stands out as a fine exanple of the Federal
style, delicately handled i n stone.

The area around the Sewal | -Scripture House at King Street and Railroad

Avenue i s historically known as Sewal|'s Corner, ng Street also serviced Mrk
pool's granite dwelling and tavern (still standing across the street from

the Sewel | House),the Grist MIIl, the Pool sawm ||, and the |anding

at Fore (now Front) Beach. Wth the |86l extension of the Boston & Maine

rail line to Rockport, Railroad Avenue was put through fromKing Street

south to Broadway. Before his death i n I888 M. Sewall induced thetown

to put curbing and a sidewalk i nfront of his house. Sewall prom sed,
in return, toreplace his wooden fence with a granite wall, ich still
surrounds the street sides of the property.

Levi Sewal|'s descendants occupied the Sewall-Scripture House until 1957,
aIthou%h | nnore recent years only as sinmmer residents. Since 1957, the
house has been owned and operated by the Sandy Bay Historical Society

and Miseum | nc.
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M - A BAht'TA Dr-- V.W: r;, QcKxxXx
' «HTL 1 - Chairman

BOARD OF SELECTMEN

Ham d Uadqoot

p. O. Box 329 MASSACHUSETTS 01966 PHONE 546-6786
TOWN OFFICE BUILDING

RECEIVED

June 8, 1982 A AMI982

MASS. Hi'ST. COi'vIM

Ms. Patricia L. Weslowski

State Historic Preservation Officer
Executive Director

Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
294 Washington St .

Boston, NMNA 02108

Dear Ms. Wesl owski :

The Board of Selectmen were pleased t o |earn
from yoir communi cation dated May 26, 1982 that t he State

Revi ew Board will be considering nomnation of t he Sewall -
Scripture House, 40 King Street, Rockport t othe National
Register of Historic Places. The Board unani mously endorses

this nomination.

It would also be appreciated i f t hesupport and
consideration of t heHistorical Comm ssion be given t o the
South Tower, Thacher's Island andt oMotif #1, Bearskin Neck
for nom nation t othe National Register of Historic Places.

Very truly yours,
BOARD (- SELECTMEN .

FHT/ ep Frederick H Tarr, | I I
Chai r man
cc: Mrs. Lura Phillips, Chairman

Rockport Historical Comm ssion



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 washington Street
Boston, M h it
H STO RI CA L OSJS.OOSn aesaruses MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY

COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State
August 24, 1982

Mr. Jerry Rogas

Keeper, National Register of Historic P aces
Nat 1 onal Park Service

Departnent of thelnterior

Véshington, DC 20243

Dear M. Rogers:
Encl osed you wi |l find thefollow ng nomnation forns:

Adans - Phillips Wolen M|l (local)

Adans - RenfrewM || #2 (local)

Bel chertown - \Ml ker Collis House (local)

Hiudson - Col. Adel bert Nossnan House (I ocal)

Lenox - Lenox Acadeny (state)

Lenox - The"ChurchontheHill" (local)

New Bedford - Dawson Building (local)

New Mar | borougj i - NewMarlborougji Village Historic District (local)

North Andover - Machine Shop Village (state)

Pittsfield - Wllison- Shipton Building (local)
u-Sockport - Sewal | - Scripture House (Iocal)

Al'l have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed
by theState Historic Preservation Officer. Qaners were notifiedof
pending State Review Board consi derations 30-75 days before t he neeting
and were affordedtheopportimty tocoment. Qoranents received to date
are attached t othe nomnation fbrns.

Sincerely,

Gandace Jer
Registratioir~Director
Massachusetts Historical GComm ssion
Encl osur es

Al nas



