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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Ransom School "Pagoda" in Coconut Grove, Florida is one of 
a few major buildings from pioneer days in Dade County that 
has survived in its original form and undergone few changes. 
Constructed in 1902 of Dade County pine, the building has a 
brick and coral rock chimney to which the three large fire 
places in the main room and two of the bedrooms are connected. 
Thirty-nine piers of native coral rock firmly anchor the 
structure to the sloping ridge overlooking Biscayne Bay. 
Between the floor of the building and the ground is an extensive 
turtle-crawl. Two stories high, and having dimensions of 
76'4" by 40'3", it is constructed in the shape of a Chinese 
pagoda; the smaller hip-roofed second story lies on the trunkated 
hip-roof of the first. On top of the original wooden shingles 
are metal tiles added in 1927. Over the front door and con 
nected to the slop sink outside the second floor is a fire 
escape, added in accordance with local ordinances in the late 
fifties. This addition has not significantly altered basic 
design of the structure, however. Facing the Bay on the north 
and southeast corners of the Pagoda are two verandas. Soon 
after 1902, one was converted into a sleeping porch.

The interior of the building remains in its natural, unpainted 
state. The exterior walls have been painted green. Design of 
the building emphasized spaciousness to allow for maximum 
ventilation. The lofty main room which occupies both stories 
of the Pagoda separates the edifice into two wings, eadh having 
a bathroom and two bedrooms. There are four rooms on the second 
floor, one at each angle of the building. These are reached 
from the main room by means of a curved stairway and gallery.

The numerous windows in the Pagoda, which permit an abundance 
of sunlight and ventilation, are of double-hung and casement 
type. During the 1940's, a few damaged windows were replaced 
by glass jalousies. The 1902 light fixtures are still in their 
original location, the only change being that they were converted 
from acetylene gas to electricity in the 1920's.

The main facade faces northwest, and the rear portion faces the 
Bay to the southeast. Surrounding the Pagoda are modern 
structures used for classroom and dormitory facilities, and a 
tennis court for recreational purposes.

The Pagoda is used today as a center for student functions, 
classes, exhibitions, and as a museum housing the many historica 
documents and photographs which record the development of this 
early school facility.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Tailored to meet the rugged requirements of turn of the century 
South Florida living, and afford maximum comfort to its inhabi 
tants, the Pagoda has withstood the test of time. Today, it 
stands as a well-preserved example of early architecture in 
Dade County, Florida. Built of native South Florida materials 
by the architectural firm of Greene.arn'd Wicks, of Buffalo, 
New York, it is a superior example^of structural design erected 
to suit local climatic and environmental conditions. The 
Pagoda has withstood, without significant damage, all hurricanes 
since the beginning of this century, and continues to serve as 
an integral.part of the educational complex comprising Ransom 
School. The Pagoda is of educational significance because it 
served as the core building of the school since its founding 
in 1902. Established by Paul C. Ratfsom as the "Adirondack- 
Florida School," it evolved from tne Pine Knot Camp which was 
begun in 1895 on the site. The Adirondack-Florida School was 
the nation's first two-campus migratory boarding school. One- 
half of the school year was spent in Florida, and the other 
half in New York State. Ransom anticipated by several decades, 
the concept of a small student-teacher ratio. Individuality 
and interdependence among members of the school community as 
well as coexistence and respect for the natural environment 
were emphasized. The school was the first to offer a curriculum 
that encouraged mental, moral, and physical development in its 
students, and had an active program which attempted to make 
well-rounded men out of the students. The success of his 
theories on education is noted in the lives of the students, 
many of whom became successful leaders in their fields. In the 
1920's, Coconut Grove claimed two private schools in session 
during the winter season. This factor contributed to the growth 
of the area, since many wealthy families who visited their sons 
at these schools, often purchased property and remained here as 
permanent residents.
Although in 1947, the New York campus was closed, and the stu 
dents spent the entire year at the Coconut Grove campus, the 
ideals of Paul Ransom have prevailed; and today, Ransom School 
exists as one of the foremost preparatory schools in the nation,
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