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Toan Wakefield
Address 95 Chestnut Street

Historic Name NA

Photo (3"x3" or 3'x5", black and

white) Indicateaddress of Use: Present _ Ov;el].ing
property on back of photo.
Staple toleft side of form Original Dwelling
DESCRIPTION
Date 1849

Source Prnnppdinog nf ?snt-h Annivprgnry
Style CrPPic PPviv;.]

_ . Architect ~ NA
Sketch Mp:  Drawnap shew ng property's |ocation

inrelation tonearest cross streets and/ or Exterior Wall Fabric Clanborads ,Shingles
geographi cal features. Indicateal | buildings o _ _
between inventoried property and nearest Outbuildings Garage noncontributing
intersection(s).

I ndicate north .. A c. 1930s

Major Alterations (with dates) Addition

on north-east, 1900
Condition Good
Moved NA Date NA
Acreage Under- one acre

Setting Set on narrow lot with

fir trpp.q.
um REFEliaJCE 19/328810/4707380 Recorded by Architectural Preservation
. Associates
UGS QQADRANGLE  Reading, Mass Organizaticn vVakefield Historical

Commission
SCALE 1:25,000 - e Date March 1985



NATI ONAL REQ STER CR TERI A STATEMENT (i f appl i cabl e)

A small and well preserved vernacul ar exanple of the Geek Revival
Style, this house was built by inventor Joshua Whittenore, who
| patented an "elastic crutch” in 1862 which was marketed and sold
wor | dwi de. The house retains integrity of location, setting, design,
mat eri al s, workmanship, feeling and association, and neets Criteript?
f . Cof the NRHP on the local level. . . ,

ARCH TECTURAL SIGNFI CANCE Describe inportant architectural features and eval uate in terns of
ot her buil dingsw thin the community.

This appears to be a Greek Revival house with a Stick Style porch

added to i t. The I~sstory house has it sgable end to the street and

I's set on granite foundations, the most common i n Wakefield until

the last decades of the 19th century. The eaves make returns and the
, corner boards are wide. The porch is pedimented and ornamented with

a sawtooth pattern. There is a fully pedimented dormer and 6/6 sash.

H STCR CAL SIGN FI CANCE Explainthe role cwiers played inlocal or state history and how the

building relates to the devel opnent of the comunity.
Joshua Whittemore, an important figure in Wakefieldhistory, built
this house in 1849. Whittemore seens to have been an adventurous and.
inventive man whose [ife accomplishments were many and varied. He
began as a sailor out of Boston harbor then becanme a carpenter when
he was 20 in 1834. H worked on the State House donme when it was
covered with copper, worked i n Boston on several important buildings,
and in 1848 set himself up in business as a metal roofer. The
following year he canme to South Reading and built this house. H is said
to have laid out Chestnut Street from Cedar to Prospect Street.

The loss of a leg inan accident in 1850 turned him to crutch making

which he didina building at the back of this house where he also

produced fireworks for Wakefield celebrations. His crutch invention

was nade i n 1862, "The Whittemore Patent Elastic Crutch". |t was

known as the best crutch inthe world and was produced until 1885. *
I Whittemore was an Abolitionist and believed inequal rights for

men and wonen.

Bl BLI Q3RAPHY and/ or REFERENCES

Eaton Chester and Warren Eaton.' Proceedings of the 250th Anniversary,
Reading 1896.

W™ of 1857 (can't tell), 1874 (J.Whittemore) , 1889 (J.\Whittenore
Crutch Factory in back of house), 1906 (CharlesWittemore).
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REQUESTED ACTION NOM NATI ON
PRCPERTY House at 95 Chestnut Street

NAME

MULTI PLE Wakefield MRA

NAME

STATE & GAONTY: MSSACHJSETTS, M ddl esex

DATE RECEI VED: 5/ 23/ 89 DATE GF PEND NG LI ST: 6/ 06/ 89
DATE CF 16TH DAY 6/ 22/ 89 DATE CF 45TH DAY: 7/ 07/ 89

DATE GF WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NLMBER 89000725

NOM NATOR: STATE A X

REASONS FCR REM EW

APPEAL: N DATA PRBBLEM N LANDSCAPE N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N

O'HR N PDIL: N PER CD N PRORAMUNAPPROVED N
REQUEST: N SAWPLE N SLR DRAFT: N NATI ONAL: N
GCOMWENT WA VER N

A Ny V> Entered In the
/.ACCEPT RETURN REJECT 7fC?/S) DATE jatiooal Begidar

ABSTRACT/ SUMVARY GCOMMENTS

RECOM/ CR TER A
REVI EVER

DI SCI PLI NE

DATE

DOOUMENTATI ON see attached comments YN seeattached SLRY' N



CLASSI FI CATI ON
count resource type

STATE/ FEDERAL ACENCY CERTI FI CATI ON

FUNCTI ON
historic current
DESCRI PTI ON
architectural classification
materials

descriptive text

SI GNI FI CANCE
Peri od Areas of Significance—heck and justify bel ow
Specific dates Bui | der/ Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

sunmary paragraph

conpl et eness

clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas checked

relating significance totheresource
cont ext

relationship of integrity to significance
justification of exception

ot her
Bl BLI GCGRAPHY
CECRAPH CAL DATA

acreage Averbal boundary description

U\ boundary justification
ACCOMPANYI NG DOCOUMENTATI QN PRESENTATI CN

sketch maps NBED naps phot ogr aphs presentation
OTHER GOMMENTS

Questions concerning this nomnation nay be directed to
Phone

Si gned Dat e
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Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000300



