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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The ghost town of Ruby (elevation 4219) lies between two low
mountains, Ruby Peak to the north and Montana Peak to the south.
At the foot of the town two small lakes are separated by mine
tailings. There has been some remilling of the tailings and
this, if continued, could result in combining the lakes into one.
The lakes are stocked with bass and blue gill.

At its peak (1928-1940), Ruby had a population of a little over
1,000 people who lived in an assortment of adobe, frame, or
tent-top cabins. There was a store, school, clinic, bar, poolhall,
coffee shop, and a jail.

Approximately a dozen deserted and dilapidated buildings, including
the store, the school, and the clinic, remain. The property is
now fenced and locked because of extensive vandalism.

Ruby derives its irregular boundaries from the fact that it is really
a collection of old mining claims. There is, therefore, no particular
geographical or topographical logic to its shape, The surrounding
countryside is mountainous and uninhabited.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The ghost town of Ruby was the center of mineral resources
recognized during the Spanish Colonial Period, but they were not
exploited until the late 19th century.

Although the area was recognized by the Spanish as rich in minerals
and prospected by Anglos after the Gadsden Purchase, development
was not feasible until the 1890s when the Apache had been confined
to the reservations. There was some mining and prospecting in

the 1870s and 1880s, during which time the site was known as the
Montana Camp, but there were no major operations then,

Insufficient technology retarded development of the mines for some
time after the Apache threat was removed. The ore contained zinc
and copper as well as lead, silver, and gold, but the scarcity of
water and the inefficiency of the reduction process prevented profits
until new milling methods were developed.

The town managed to survive these difficult years and even grew
enough to acquire a post office in 1910. That same year the name
was changed to Ruby, after the wife of the store owner,

In 1916 the mining property was acquired by Goldfield Consolidated.
A new flotation mill was constructed, and some adobe homes replaced
some of the tents and shacks. Cattle ranching supplemented the
mining industry. Most of the population during these years was
Mexican or Mexican-American.

The proximity of the Mexican border made Ruby a frequent victim of
the internal troubles of Mexico. Murders, rustling, and banditry by
renegades from across the border were not uncommon. In 1918 a band
of Yaqui, harassed at home by Mexican troops and official policy,
engaged the U,S. Cavalry about three miles from Ruby, an event which
may have been the last Cavalry-Indian encounter in the U. S.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Ruby derives its irregular boundaries from the fact that it is really
a collection of old mining claims, There is, therefore, no particular
geographical or topographical logic to its shape. The surrounding
countryside is mountainous and uninhabited.
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Ruby, Arizona (Continued)

The fortunes of Ruby improved in 1926 when the Eagle-Picher Lead
Company took over the mining and milling operationms.

The company built more dams and constructed a 400-ton concentrator.
The water shortage continued, so the company laid a 4-inch pipe

to the Santa Cruz Valley fifteen miles away, pumped the water

1500 feet up, and built two storage tanks on the mountain.

This time the mines were successful. 1In spite of the depression,
mines and mills operated around the clock during the 1930s and
employed about 350 men. The peak population of the town was about
1,000 and required the services of a doctor, a nurse, and three
teachers. By 1936 the Montana Mine had a 700-foot vertical shaft
and was Arizona's top producer of zinc and lead. However, by 1940
the ore was exhausted and the mine was closed. The town, almost
totally dependent on the mines, was abandoned.
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