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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Tomlinson Inn is located on the north side of
U.S. Route 40 three miles east of Grantsville, Maryland, in
the Little Meadows valley.

Huge by Garrett County standards, the Tomlinson Inn's
proportions are almost barn-like. The 1arge stone rectangular
_gable yroof structure built on a hillside is Three stories
plus attic on the down hill side and two stories plus attic
on the other. Two large, internal chimmeys are located at
either gable end; these have very broad stacks belng almost
one half the width of the end walls. Rlslng five or stx—
stone courses above the roof, the chimneys are covered w1th
single piece, semi- -circular spark guards which look like
half of a round pipe. The chimneys are the house's most
distinguishing characteristic after its size. The north,
or uphill side, has six ix irregular bays,.two.of .which are
doors-.on the first floor, and five 1rregu1arly placed
windows on the second story. On the end wall toward the
highway, similar six over six windows are located apparently
between the flues of the chimney, while the north end wall
has a door and windows arradnged with what appears to have
no relation to the chimney whatsocever. The end walls show
evidence of a heavier cornice; while the front of the house
definitely did have a porch across it. There was also some
attempt made by the original builders to make quoins at the
corners. :

There are two large red barns and a garage on the
property. S

To the north of the Inn is the Little Meadows Valley
which, today, is a picturesque mountain meadow that has
remained largely untouched by civilization.

The boundaries of the Tomlinson Inn and the Little
Meadows extend from Chestnut Ridge to Meadow Mountain, in
order to preserve the historic character of the Mountain
Meadow and environment of the Inn which remains unchanged.
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Tomlinson Inn and the Little Meadows

#7 Description continued

The Tomlinson Inn and the Little Meadows are bounded on the west
by the ridge line of Chesnut Ridge, on the east by the ridge of Meadow
Mountain, on the north by the northern end of the Little Meadows approx-
imately one-and-one-half miles northeast of U. S. Route 40, and on the
south by a line roughly one half mile southwest of U. S. Route 40. The
boundaries are specifically defined by the four corners expressed in lat-
itude and longitude.

This National Register nomination is intended to emphasize the inn
which can be specifically located in place and in time. The acreage in-
cluded with the nomination is intended, first, to recognize the existence
of a largely unchanged historic environment. Because the environment of
the inn included an important eighteenth century military site, which
is documented in primary sources but cannot be pinpointed as a building
it is felt that the extent of the boundaries is justified. Because of
this line of thought the nomination is presented as a building and a
building and a site, not a district.

The people of western Maryland consider Braddock's march to Fort
Duquesne an extremely important part of their heritage. Recognizing the
site of Braddock's Fourth Camp in the Little Meadows on the National
Register would be of great local significance.

The historic connection between the Little Meadows and the Tomlinson
Inn is governed, as are most considerations in a mountainous region, by
geography. The valley between Meadow Mountain and Chesnut Ridge is
historically a stopping place on a journey through the Garrett County
Allegany Mountains. Braddock's army encamped there and Jesse Tomlinson
built two inns. The first one whose site is unknown was replaced by the
Tomlinson Inn immediately after the construction of the National Road.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Tomlinson Inn was one of the earliest hostelries
on the National Road, America's first’ ‘federally financed
h;ghway The road began in Cumberland and reached the
Littlé Meadows by 1815. Three years later, Jesse Tomlinson
built an inn, the Stone House, along the newly opened road.
Tomlinson had previously operated a tavern, The Red House,
on Braddock's Road located to the north. The tavern on the
National Road, operated by tenants, not the Tomlinson family,
flourished for several decades. Albert Gallatin who as
Secretary of the Treasury had urged the creation of the
National Road, stayed there. 1In 1845, James K. Polk
stopped at the Inn on the way to his inauguration. Citizens
of near-by Grantsville used the Inn as a social gathering
place.

Jesse _Tomlinson (1753-1840) who built the Tomlinson
Inn was an enterprlslng frontiersman, accumulatlng vast

‘land holdlngs in what is now Garrett County. He represented

his region in the Maryland Leglslature and served as post-
master. He was instrumental in founding Grantsville. Shortly
before his death he transferred a twelve hundred acre tract
including the Stone House and the Little Meadows to his
daughter. The Tomlinson family retained the land until 1867.

The Little Meadows valley has eighteenth century
historical associations. General Braddock's army encamped
at the Little Meadows, June 17- -18, 1755, on the march’ from
Foxrt Cumberland to. Fort Duguesne during the French and™
Indian War. While at Fort Cumberland, Braddock had sent
an advance party to clear a trail (Braddock's Road) through
the mountain wilderness to the Little Meadows and to establish
a camp site there. Braddock and the army comprised of British
and American soldiers including George Washington struggled
over the mountains and through dense woods to the Little
Meadows, the army's fourth camp after leaving Fort Cumberland.
It took ten days to cover the twenty-four miles.
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#8 Signifance (continued)

At a Council of War held at the Little Meadows, Braddock
decided to speed up the army's advance by dividing the army.
Approximately twelve thousand troops would proceed allowing
the baggage trains and heavy equipment to follow at a slower
pace. Although not present at the Council, George Washington
had previously suggested such a division to Braddock.

The army continued westward from the Little Meadows to
Fort Duquesne where, on July 9, 1775, the outnumbered French
and Indian force overwhelmed the English army.

George Washington was familiar with the Little Meadows
since he had visited it a year before. In the late spring
of 1754 Washington and a party of Virginia militia were on
a frontier expedition which included making repairs on the
Ohio Company's frontjex trail. They spent two days at the

ittle Meadows mending a brldge. After leaving the Meadows,

but while on the same expedition, Washington encountered a
numerically superior force of French and Indians who defeated
the Virginian's party at Fort Necessity--the incident that
started the French and Indian War.

The thQ_Company trail Washington was repairing had been
laid out in 1752 by two Maryland frontiersmen, Thomas Cresap
and Christopher Gist, and a Delaware Indian, Nemacolin.

This trail which Braddock's army followed crossed through
the Little Meadows.

In spite of the historical documentation, no known
archaeological traces of the Ohio Company trail or Braddock's
Fourth Camp exist in the Little Meadows.
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