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The Bristol County Courthouse conplex consists of a group of three buildings situated
in thedowntown section of Taunton at t hecorner of Court Street and Taunton G een.
The buildings occupy approximately two acres of property directly opposite the town
Gonmon.

The First District Courthouse (#1) was constructedi n 1826 and was noved west to its
present site i n1894 toprovide space for theerection of the Superior Courthouse (#2).
The elegant two story brick nmasonry Geek Revival structure at 15 Court Street faces
south. The partially exposed basenent i sdefined by awide granite water table at the

first story floor level. The three bay wide facade i sdomnated by an lonic portico.
Four two story colums support a heaA™ nol ded entabl ature beneath a triangular pedi-
ment. Ten full length stone steps with iron railings lead tothecenter entrance.

The double three panel doors areflanked by delicate pilasters, headed by anentabl a-
ture containing thenane of thebuilding and crowned by a triangular pediment.
either side of these doors are 6/6 windows with panels below. Threesymmetrically
placed 12/12 wi ndows occupy t hesecond story. The corners of the building are arti-
culated by wide brick pilasters. The pediment of theportico i ssurmunted by an
octagonal cupola with arched |ouvered openings and a weathervane. There i sa |ater
addition on thenorth (rear) elevation.

The Bristol County Superior Courthouse (#2) i sset well back on a spacious |awn.

The building faces south toward Taunton G een and stands on thesite of twoprevious
courthouses (1772and 1826). The distinguished building domnates thecenter of the
city. The inposing Richardsoni an Romanesque structure, designed by Frank Irving
Cooper, was built i n1894. 1 ti sof rough faced granite with a copper roof and dore.

It has a high water table. The courthouse i sdominated by a 170" central tower which
rises i nthree stages. The first stage contains a s"eries of/f*yr, small wi ndows divided
by stout engaged columms. The second stage i sajdubdectagonal cylinder which rises

fromthegranite roof on thestage below |tsfacade i sconposed of a central triple
arched w ndow divided by conpound piers with Romanesque capitals. The center arch
contains an ocuius. A lowbalustrade runs along thesill. To either side of this

triple window i san engaged cylinder headed by a small Byzantine style done with a
round arcade on short colums. A console table i nstone with a circular design relief
separates thetower from the duodecl agonal copper done. This done i scrowed by a
large flame motif finial. The main body of thefacade i s2%stories, with a dentiled
granite stringcourse at thesecond story floor level. A gable entrance projects from
the center of thefacade. A large round molded arch on short columms marks the double
arched doors. These areflanked by a single window on either side, and are headed by
a wide three round arched wi ndow on conpound piers on t hesecond story. Each of the
three arches contains a double arched wi ndow separated by col onettes and headed by an
oculus. The gable above has a round relief ornament crowned by a rounded finial. To
either side of thecenter section i sa decorativegable dornmer with a rounded finial
at thepeak. The eastern and western ends of thefacade aremarked by a three story
turret. Fenestrationon thefirst story of thefacade i ssingle casement separated
froma transom wi ndow by a wide granite band. The second story i sarched w ndows, and

the third i ssmall 1/1 separated by double engaged col unns.
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The Registry of Deeds (#3) i slocated between theother two buildings at 11 Court
Street. The Ceorgian Revival structure, designed by Albion Marble of Fall River,

was built i n1918. It isa twostory brick building with granite ornamentation.
The hip roof has two tall chimeys. The partially exposed granite basement i s narked
by a rounded granite watertable at thefirst floor level. A nolded granite string-

course connects thesills of thefirst story windows, and a granite stringcourse
defines thefirst and second stories. All corners of the building arequoined. A
wi de nmol ded entablature with projecting cornice encircles the building. Fenestration
on thefacade i s 18 |ight double casements and on t heelevations single 2/2 casenents
with eight light tracery above. All windows are headed by a granite entablature

with keystone. The five bay wide south facade has a two story single bay center
entrance engaged Doric portico. The arched entrance itself i sflanked by paired pilas-

ters and headed by a dentiled cornice above the building title i nthefrieze. Directly

above this i sa second story w ndow which has a wi de bottom panel with "1918" in-
scribed within and a mol ded architrave. A single window on thefirst and ont he

second story flank theportico. The eastern and western end bays project slightly
fromthecenter section. The east and west elevations arenine bays deep. Both

el evations have a central three bay wi de section vjhich projects slightly.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Bristol County Courthouses aresignificant for their architectural promnence
and for their part i nthegovernnental history of Taunton.

Al'l three buildings arefine examples of their various styles andstand together as

an impressiveunit i nthecenter of thecity. First District Courthouse (#1) i sthe best
exanpl e of G eek Revival architecture i nTaunton, just as t he Superior Courthouse (#2)
remains thenost outstanding Ri chardsoni an Romanesque structure i nthecity. Between
these two, theRegistry of Deeds (#3) i srepresentative of Taunton's finest Georgian
Revival architecture.

Taunton was desi gnated t he Shire Town of Bristol County following thesettlement of

a boundary dispute with Rhode Island which assigned thetown of Bristol tothat state.
The first courthouse was built i nTaunton i n1746, followed by two others constructed
in 1772 and 1826. These were both located onthesite of thepresent Superior Court -
house (#2). The 1826 building once housed the Municipal Court of Taunton, 1854.

It was established as theFirst District Courthouse (#1) i n 1874 and was noved west
to its present location i n 1894.

Frank Irving Cooper, the well-known Massachusetts architect who designed t he Superior
Court house, was born i n May of 1867. He founded theFrank Irving Cooper Corp. i n
1914. Theorganization i swell remenbered for fine school architecture. M. Cooper
designed high schools i nhaiden, Attleboro, Plymouth, Somerville andQincy. He i s
also responsible for thedesign of theMdford Public Library, the Ashburnham
Memorial Town Hall, andtheClark Laboratory at Amherst Col | ege. Cooper diedi n
Novenber of 1933.
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