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Historic Nare Howe Barn

Use: Present Residence / vacant
Original Barn
DESCRIPTION

Date first half of 18th century
Source Howe family history

Style First Period / Colonial Reviva]

Architect Unknown
rtch Map:
Exterior Wdl Fabric shineies

Outbuildings None

Hajor Alterations (with dates) Lonve:

from barn to house, ca. 19

Condi tion

rrom nearby

Moved on same DaS 1853
- property
Acreace 2.12 acres
Settina Semi-rural vith neadow and

e0oodlands to the rear

19 | 341-420 / 4726-380 Recorded bv  Anne Grady

Georger.cv;n  (now |pswich) Orcani ration Boston Universitv

1:25,000 June 1986
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SI GNI FI CANCE

The Abraham Howe barn retains integrity of materials, design and
wor kmanship i nits First Period Frame which enmbodies distinctive
characteristics of form and construction eligible under CriterionC

The Howe barn i sa rare surviving exanple of a First Period barn
frame, and i sone of four sueh structures known t o be extant i nEssex
County. Considering thepreservation rate of redundant barns, the
Howe barn may owe its survival toitsconversion toa house. The
building adds toour limted knowl edge of theform and framng
characteristics of First Period agricultural buildings. Construction
characteristics of this barn, including angle of roof, placement of
pins, treatment and size of stock and workmanship are, accordingto
Robert St. George, nearly i dentical tothose of theStanley-Lake barn
nearby in Topsfield. Thisl ink may allow identification of regional
variations i nframng practises. Similarities i nconstruction
between t hetwo barn frames tend tocorroborate theearlyl8th
century construction date attributed totheHowe barn i nlocal
histories.

EXTER CR DESCRI PTI ON

The Abraham Howe barn was converted t oa residence i n1948. The four
bay long, two and one half story high, tworoons deep structure
incc-po?4tes t heoak frame of an early 18th century harn. Now

enbel JAsSefwith Colonial Revival finishes, theshingled building
mSintains t heprofile of theoriginal barn. A one story porch i s che
only addition.

MAJCR FI RST PER D FEATURES

The original frame i svisible i ntheattic and ~""Z. ~ ~ " A~ A Afn
living areas below where timbers were left exposed m 1948. The barn
consisted of five bents, theconstruction cf which was apparently
varied acAoAing to function. The entry bay i snoticeably wider than
?Se oth”r bays. The roof framng i sof principal rafters, purlins,
and sHg-ntly cambered ti e bMans. There ar ediagonal struts between
the tie beans and refters i nthefour southwestern most bents I n
the northeastern nmost bent (marked nunmber one with carpenters
mar ki ngs), there i sa collar beaminstead of struts.

There i sa very narrow flat chanfer on some of t he beans exposed on
the second floor.
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LATER SI GNI FI CANT FEATURES

The current owners have incorporated into the house a fine Colonial
Revival staircase with turned balusters salvaged from "Four Acres,"”
designed by Boston architects Chapman and Frazer, andbuilt i n 1903
in Bar Harbor, Maine and demolished i n1953. [ 1]

H STORI CAL | NFORVATI ON

The house i sassociated with Howe family, promnent early settlers of
Li nebrook. Abraham Howe, who built a house on the property i n 1711
and according totradition built thebarn shortly thereafter, was a
weaver, slaughterer, carpenter, andrecorder of evidence for hi s

nei ghbors. [2] The Howe homestead was first settled i n1650. (ne
reference states that the Abraham Howe barn incorporates thetimbers

of theoriginal barn on theproperty. [ 3]
REFERENCES
1. Personal Communication from Alice Savage.
« 2. Abraham Howe Account Book. | pswich Historical Society.

3. Martin Van Buren Perley, "James Howe of |pswich and Sone of Hi s
Descendants," Essex Institute Historical Collections 54;35.

Thomas Franklin Waters, Ipswich i nthe Massachusetts Bay Col ony, Vol .
2. (lpswich: Ipswich Historical Society, 1917).
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