
JAN t 4 1990 .^^^ 

^SACHUSEHS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
J BOYLSTON STREET 
3ST0N, MA 02116 

Town I D s w i c h oo9 
Address ^̂ 03 L i n e b r o o k Road 

H i s t o r i c Name Howe Barn 

r.tch Map: 

Use: Present Residence / vacant 

Original Barn 

DESCRIPTION 

Date f i r s t h a l f o f 18 th c e n t u r y 

Source Howe f a m i l y h i s t o r y 

Style F i r s t Period / Colonial Reviva] 

A r c h i t e c t Unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric shineies 

Outbuildings N on e 

Hajor Alterations (with dates) L o n V e: 

from barn to house, ca. 19 

Condi t ion 

r rom nearby 
Moved on same DatS 185 3 

- p r o p e r t y 
Acreace 2 .12 ac res 

Set t ina S e m i - r u r a l v i t h neadow and 

•oodlands to the r e a r 

19 I 341-420 / 4726-380 

Georger.cv;n (now Ipswich) 

1:25,000 

Recorded bv Anne Grady 

Orcan'i ration Boston U n i v e r s i t v 

June 19 8 6 
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Property Name: Howe Barn 

Indicate each item on inventory fom which is being continued below. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

The Abraham Howe barn r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of m a t e r i a l s , design and 
workmanship i n i t s F i r s t Period Frame which embodies d i s t i n c t i v e 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of form and c o n s t r u c t i o n e l i g i b l e under C r i t e r i o n C 

The Howe barn i s a rare s u r v i 
frame, and i s one of four sue 
County. Considering the pres 
Howe barn may owe i t s su r v i v a 
b u i l d i n g adds to our l i m i t e d 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of F i r s t Peri 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of t h i s barn, 
pins, treatment and si z e of s 
Robert St. George, n e a r l y ide 
nearby i n T o p s f i e l d . This l i 
v a r i a t i o n s i n framing p r a c t i s 
between the two barn frames t 
century c o n s t r u c t i o n date a t t 
h i s t o r i e s . 

v i n g example of a F i r s t Period barn 
h s t r u c t u r e s known t o be extant i n Essex 
e r v a t i o n r a t e of redundant barns, the 
1 t o i t s conversion to a house. The 
knowledge of the form and framing 
od a g r i c u l t u r a l b u i l d i n g s . Construction 
i n c l u d i n g angle of ro o f , placement of 

tock and workmanship are, according to 
n t i c a l to those of the Stanley-Lake barn 
nk may all o w i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of reg i o n a l 
es. S i m i l a r i t i e s i n c o n s t r u c t i o n 
end t o corroborate the e a r l y 18th 
r i b u t e d to the Howe barn i n l o c a l 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The Abraham Howe barn was converted t o a residence i n 1948. The four 
bay long, two and one h a l f s t o r y high, two rooms deep s t r u c t u r e 
incc-po?4tes the oak frame of an e a r l y 18th century harn. Now 
e n b e l J ^ s S e f w i t h C o l o n i a l Revival f i n i s h e s , the shingled b u i l d i n g 
mSintains the p r o f i l e of the o r i g i n a l barn. A one s t o r y porch i s che 
only a d d i t i o n . 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

The o r i g i n a l frame i s v i s i b l e i n the a t t i c and ^""Z . ^ ^ " ^ A A f n 
l i v i n g areas below where timbers were l e f t exposed m 1948. The barn 
consisted of f i v e bents, the c o n s t r u c t i o n cf which was apparently 
v a r i e d a c A o A i n g to f u n c t i o n . The e n t r y bay i s n o t i c e a b l y wider than 
?Se o t h ^ r bays. The roof framing i s of p r i n c i p a l r a f t e r s , p u r l i n s , 
and sHg-ntly cambered t i e b^ams. There are diagonal s t r u t s between 
the t i e beams and r e f t e r s i n the four southwestern most bents I n 
the northeastern most bent (marked number one w i t h carpenters 
markings), there i s a c o l l a r beam ins t e a d of s t r u t s . 

There i s a very narrow f l a t chamfer on some of the beams exposed on 

the second f l o o r . 
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LATER SIGNIFICANT FEATURES 

The current owners have incor p o r a t e d i n t o the house a f i n e C o l o n i a l 
Revival s t a i r c a s e w i t h turned b a l u s t e r s salvaged from "Four Acres," 
designed by Boston a r c h i t e c t s Chapman and Frazer, and b u i l t i n 1903 
i n Bar Harbor, Maine and demolished i n 1953. [ 1 ] 

HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

The house i s associated w i t h Howe f a m i l y , prominent e a r l y s e t t l e r s of 
Linebrook. Abraham Howe, who b u i l t a house on the p r o p e r t y i n 1711 
and according t o t r a d i t i o n b u i l t the barn s h o r t l y t h e r e a f t e r , was a 
weaver, s l a u g h t e r e r , carpenter, and recorder of evidence f o r h i s 
neighbors. [ 2 ] The Howe homestead was f i r s t s e t t l e d i n 1650. One 
reference s t a t e s t h a t the Abraham Howe barn incorporates the timbers 
of the o r i g i n a l barn on the p r o p e r t y . [ 3 ] 

REFERENCES 

1. Personal Communication from A l i c e Savage. 

• 2. Abraham Howe Account Book. Ipswich H i s t o r i c a l Society. 

3. Martin Van Buren Perley, "James Howe of Ipswich and Some of His 
Descendants," Essex I n s t i t u t e H i s t o r i c a l C o l l e c t i o n s 54:35. 

Thomas F r a n k l i n Waters, Ipswich i n the Massachusetts Bay Colony, Vol. 
2. (Ipswich: Ipswich H i s t o r i c a l Society, 1917). 
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