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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (i[ ‘known) PHVSICAL APPEARANCE

The original section of the second Denver Mint building was
constructed during the period from 1897 to 1904, in the style
of the Second Renaissance Revival. Exterior ground story
walls are faced with rusticated Colorado granite. Second
story walls are faced with ashlar granite, providing a subtle
contrast in exterior wall textures. A granite entablature
marks the division between the ground and second stories.

Exterior style elements reaffirm the symmetry of the rec-
tangular plan. High, rectangular windows, framed in marble
and surmounted by marble lunettes, open at even intervals from
three ground story facades. Originally, the uniform placement
and size of windows was disurpted on the rear facade by two
pairs of narrow rectangular windows, headed by stepped
voussoirs. Later, all such architectural features on the rear
facade were obliterated with the construction of a modern
addition, which adjoins the original section. The marble
lunettes above all ground story openings on the front facade,
above two windows on the east ﬁagide and above three windows
on the west facade are ornat€lyiic i

window is accented by rus
moldlng.

/k ‘ ',

An alternate window de51gn, ef smaITer grimensions, is utilized
throughout the second st ry ‘ W opening is doubled by
a center marble column, which Earmswqu;
‘within the 0pen1ng.; -The sgllgnmhrb e pa;
double arches is decorated A singX§ marble disc, a motif

narrow rectangular w1ndows Raolating ashlar granite VOoussOirs
form arches above each window opening.

The second story rises to a massive granite cornice, composed
"of brackets and a decorated friezé. 'The low, truncated hip
roof above is covered in red tile and barely visible from the
street.

Wrought iron lamps flank the main entrance on the front facade.
Smaller, less ornate lamps were added after the original con-
struction between window arches on the ground story. Additional
wrought iron features include the protective grilles at the
main entrance, and at all basement and ground story windows. A
wrought iron fence was attached to the low, granite retaining
wall at . a later date, enclosing the Mint property.

The two story Mint building houses, in addition, two basement
levels, a mezzanine and a full attic.
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STATE}‘AENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In February, 1861, Congress approved an act to create the
Territory of Colorado. One year later, on April 21, 1862,
an act was approved to establish a branch Mint at Denvér, in
the Territory of Colorado, exclusively for the coinage of
gold. Early in 1863, the Secretary of the Treasury was
authorized to purchase a private mint building, located at
Sixteenth and Market Streets, to house the new branch Mint.
Title to the building was obtained from the owners, Clark,
Gruber & Company, in April, but due to delays in the delivery
of equipment, the Mint was not opened until September, 1863.

Operations at the Denver branch Mint did not conform to the
provisions established by Congress. Bullion was melted,
refined, assayed, stamped and returned to depositors until
1869, when operations were further restricted to include only
melting, assaying and return to depositors. Although bills
were repeatedly introduced in Congress, it was not until
1895 that an act was approved to establish a United States
Mint at Denver for the coinage of gold and silver. In March,
1895, the Secretary of the Treasury was authorized to
contract for the construction of a new building designed to
meet the special requirements of a government coinage Mint.
On April 22, 1896, a site was purchased at the corner of
Colfax Avenue and Delaware Street.

Construction of the new building began in 1897 and continued
intermittently, under the supervision of James Knox Taylor,
until 1904, when it was turned over to the Federal government|
The new building was occupied in 1904 by a nucleus of assay
workers from the branch Mint, but coinage operations did not
actually commence until February, 1906. Experts from
Philadelphia, New Orleans, Washington and San Francisco had
been detailed at Denver for months prior to this date
arranging the new equipment which, according to the Director
of the Mint, was believed to be, "of the most approved designg
for all the operations of coinage." Although designed
specifically to house an industrial operation, however, great
care was devoted to decorative elements. In terms of archi-
tectural design, the new Mint building was constructed within
the turn-of-the-century tradition of architectural elegance.
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8. Significance

| o

In 1934, international tension necessitated the movement of gold
bullion from San Francisco inland, to Denver for safety. The
following year, and again in 1944, additions were built on the
original structure (indicated on attached drawing) to
accommodate growth and increased storage requirements.

As one of two United States coinage Mints in operation at this
date, the Denver Mint can easily be defined in terms of national
significance. Within the context of local history, however, the
Mint has played an equally significant role, symbolizing
continuity in the development of Denver from a frontier mining
center to a major metropolitan area. Strong emotional ties of
pride and shared history have developed over the past one hundreq
years, binding the Mint closely, as an emotional landmark, to
the City of Denver.
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